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Secretary’s Report

MARA Meeting August 21, 2007

Carl N1FY, who started the formal introductions, called August’s meeting to order at 20:00 - 13 

Officers & members present were:

Carl N1FY, Bob K1REL, Don K1DC, Steve N1JFU, Lee KB1OXL, Roy KB1CYV, Leo WB1EZC, Barry N1EZH, Paul N1VTI, John N1PRK, Bob K1WGU, Bob N1LCY, Loren N1IQI

K1REL & N1FY reminded everyone to check in the Marshfield Fair Station NN1MF if possible.

W1TAV’s XYL - condolences from the club – donation was sent to the East Bridgewater Boy Scouts in her memory.

Repeater Report

147.18 Repeater operating fine with no problems to report.

444.55 Repeater is down– This is being checked into by the Repeater committee.

SKYWARN Activity – Carl

SET – being planned

We will try to coordinate with MARS people & Red Cross - Drill coming up soon.

Emergency communication workshop coming up.

SKYWARN Refresher Course on CD available to Clubs for keeping up on skills.

WCVB CH 5 mutual aid package – we may be feeding reports to them for the Chronicle Team Video 

Future plans for emergency evacuation – Middleborough Casino – affecting surrounding towns.

Update your training record on ARES Database

Old Business

Net Controls for Sat & Tue nights--volunteers needed. Contact Carl N1FY or Roy KB1CYV
4th of July Parade – Massasoit Amateur Radio Association gets some publicity – article in Brockton Enterprise

Triathlon at D. W. Fields Park in Brockton Sept. Sept 23rd. Let Carl N1FY know if you can volunteer.

Marshield Fair  -  Whitman Amateur Radio Club setting up a Special Event Station – be sure to check in!

Whitman ARC  Flea Market @ Saftler’s – Labor Day weekend Sunday & Monday Sept 2 

& 3

Possible combination meeting with WARC & MARA 

Radio Ready Room at EOC HQ – 

Take a look at the Radio Room at the EOC.

If anyone has suggestions on upgrade of equipment, antennas etc, contact Carl N1FY.

Antenna work on roof & attic of EOC was discussed.

The meeting adjourned at 20:45.

Bob N1LCY

Secretary
Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on September 18, 2007 at the EOC.

Net operators are needed for the Tuesday & Saturday night nets. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

 Pete   N1NV V

ARRL Continues Efforts On Interference To PAVE PAWS Radar Sites

On August 13, the ARRL began sending ''specific mitigation reduction numbers'' to 122 repeater owners, recommending that they reduce their signal anywhere from 7 dB to 56 dB, according to ARRL Regulatory Information Branch Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND. These reductions, requested by the US Air Force and the Department of Defense, only

concern those repeaters identified by the DoD as affecting the PAVE PAWS radar system.

''Some reductions are going to be attainable,'' Henderson said. ''You can do 7 dB, but 56?'' He said such a reduction would ''not be realistic to achieve. While many of the affected repeater owners may not be able to achieve the required reductions, but that doesn't mean they shouldn't try to meet the goal. Everyone involved needs to continue trying to meet the DoD's requirements. This gives us the best chance to keep as many of these machines as possible on the air.''

Henderson stressed that any order to shut down a repeater will come from the Federal Communications Commission, at the request of the DoD. ''This situation only affects those repeaters on the DoD's list in Massachusetts and California. It does not affect the everyday, casual user of 70 cm. This is not a wide-spread threat to the 70 cm  band.''

Citing an increasing number of interference complaints, the US Air Force has asked the FCC to order dozens of repeater systems to either mitigate interference to the PAVE PAWS radars or shut down. The ARRL has been working with the DoD to develop a plan to mitigate alleged interference from 70 cm ham radio repeaters to this military

radar system on both coasts. According to the DoD, the in-band interference from Amateur Radio fixed FM voice repeaters has increased to an unacceptable level. PAVE PAWS radars are used for national security functions, including early detection of

water-launched missiles. They are critical to our national defense and are in use 24 hours per day, seven days per week.

The Amateur Radio Service is a secondary user in the 420-450 MHz (70 cm) band, both by the Table of Frequency Allocations and the FCC Part 97 regulations. As such, Amateur Radio licensees, jointly and individually, bear the responsibility of mitigating or eliminating any harmful interference to the primary user, which in this case is

the Government Radiolocation Service that includes the DoD PAVE PAWS systems.

FCC ISSUES TWO CITATIONS IN LONGSTANDING POWER LINE NOISE CASE 

The Federal Communications Commission's Dallas Field Office issued

Citations on July 25 to two utilities in a longstanding power line noise

case in Lubbock, Texas. Bryan Edwards, W5KFT, of Lubbock, first reported

the interference concerning the two involved utilities, Lubbock Power &

Light (LP&L) and Xcel Energy, as early as 1994. The record shows that

the FCC Dallas Field Office clarified the FCC rules with regard to power

line noise for LP&L as early as 1998, and issued three letters to LP&L

in 2003 and 2004. Xcel Energy was first issued an FCC letter in 2004.

The Citations to the Lubbock utilities said that due to an investigation

conducted by the FCC's Dallas office May 22-25, 2007, they found that

both LP&L and Xcel "caused harmful interference to the reception of

amateur communications to amateur licensee W5KFT in Lubbock, Texas," and

that "Section 15.209 sets the general radiated emission limits for

intentional radiators. The limit for the band 30 to 88 MHz is 100

micro-volts per meter measured at 3 meters. The attached list of strong

electrical arcing points appears to exceed the value allowed even for

intentional radiators." The list, attached to each Citation, included 44

separate "strong electrical arcing points" that were found near Edwards'

home.

The FCC directed both LP&L and Xcel, pursuant to the Commission's Rules,

to provide documents and information within 10 days of their respective

Citations. "Because the source of harmful interference is emanating from

more than one power company and past attempts have not resolved the

problem, you must submit a written plan describing the planned

resolution of this case," including LP&L's coordination with Xcel Energy

and Xcel's coordination with LP&L, according to the Citations. Also,

each company is "directed to provide a report every sixty (60) days, of

work completed to resolve the interference until your distribution

system is in compliance."

Each Lubbock utility was warned that "[v]iolations of the Act or the

Commission's Rules may subject the violator to substantial monetary

forfeitures, seizure of equipment through in rem forfeiture action, and

criminal sanctions, including imprisonment." In rem is a civil

forfeiture proceeding as opposed to a criminal forfeiture proceeding.

In its undated Response to the FCC's Citation, LP&L stated that it "does

not admit to and specifically denies any violation of the

[Communications] Act [of 1934] or any rule pertaining thereto," but "in

order to comply with the...Citation, the City of Lubbock files this

response." As a result of the Citations issued by the FCC, LP&L's

Response stated that representatives from "Lubbock Power & Light met

with Paul Leonard, P.E., Area Engineer with Xcel Energy to discuss the

alleged findings regarding harmful interference to the reception of

amateur communications by amateur licensee W5KFT in Lubbock, Texas." 

Xcel's Response pointed out that the Citation acknowledges "that the

source of harmful interference to amateur licensee W5KFT is emanating

from more than one power company." Xcel also alleges that it "has been

working with amateur W5KFT for a number of years in an effort to

identify the source of, and a possible resolution for, the harmful

interference he is experiencing. Xcel Energy has a good working

relationship with the licensee and has coordinated with him on numerous

occasions in attempting to resolve his interference problems." 

Xcel goes on to assure the FCC that it will "retain an outside technical

consultant to provide an unbiased assessment of whether the harmful

interference to W5KFT is attributable to Xcel Energy's power system and

if so, what corrective measures would be required." Edwards reported

that on Thursday, August 30, he received a phone call from Paul Leonard,

head of Xcel Energy in West Texas. Edwards said he was told that Xcel

has contracted with Mike Martin, K3RFI, to come out to Lubbock in

October to work on the line noise. "Leonard said they tried to get LP&L

to participate with them and Mike, but they refused to do so," Edwards

said. Martin owns and operates RFI Services, a firm dedicated

exclusively to RFI locating and training. He has been locating

interference sources for more than 25 years, solving an average of 500

complaints a year, according to the ARRL Lab. Martin has also given

power line interference workshops at ARRL Headquarters.

ARRL Lab Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, said, "I am pleased to see the FCC

taking a strong enforcement step in this case. It has gone on for a long

time, and this Citation should serve to finally get things resolved. It

is unfortunate that some of the power line cases the ARRL is handling

can't be resolved without the FCC taking formal action, but I expect

that electric utilities across the country will now take notice of this

case." 

Most power line noise sources in fact can be located quickly and

economically, Gruber said; many utilities in fact handle power line

noise complaints as a matter of routine maintenance. "All it takes is a

properly trained RFI investigator with modern noise locating equipment.

By using noise signature techniques, the utilities would have had only

to address those sources actually contributing to the problem. The

message to utilities here is clear. Don't ignore power line noise

complaints! Don't make the FCC get involved!"

DX NEWS & EVENTS

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by

K1ZZ, NC1L, VE2TKH, W0PV, WB8IMY, the OPDX Bulletin, DXNL, 425 DX

News, The Daily DX, Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest

Calendar and WA7BNM web sites.  Thanks to all.

TONGA, A3.  Ron, ZL1AMO is QRV as A35EA from Lifuka, IOTA OC-169,

until September 16.  His activity is holiday style.  QSL to home

call.

SPAIN, EA.  In commemoration of the European basketball championship

EuroBasket 2007, special event stations AN0EB, AN4EB, AN5EB, AN6EB

and AN7EB will be QRV from September 1 to 16.  QSL all calls via

EA4RCH.

CANARY ISLANDS, EA8.  Heinz, DH1PS is QRV as EA8/DH1PS/p from

Fuerteventura Island, IOTA AF-004, and its Lighthouse, WLOTA 0883,

until September 8.  QSL to home call.

ISLE OF MAN, GD.  Dieter, DL2BQD plans to be QRV as MD/DL2BQD from

September 6 to 13 or 14.  Activity will be mainly during his

evenings on 40, 30 and 20 meters using QRP power.  QSL to home call.

MINAMI TORISHIMA, JD1.  JA6GXK is QRV as JD1BMM from Marcus Island

until September 20.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters using CW, SSB,

RTTY and PSK.  QSL to home call.

POLAND, SP.  Special event station 3Z0MSPO will be QRV September 3

to 6 to commemorate the 15th International Defense Industry

Exhibition from Kielce.  QSL via bureau.  In addition, special event

station SN10IPA is QRV until September 16 in celebration of the 10th

anniversary of the foundation of the International Police

Association.  QSL via bureau.

GREECE, SV.  Geza, HA4XG is QRV as J48XG and SV8/HA4XG from Corfu

Island, IOTA EU-052, until September 6 during a family holiday here.

Activity is on all HF bands, including 6 and 2 meters.  He will also

try some Meteor Scatter on 2 meters.  QSL direct to home call.

CAMEROON, TJ.  TJ3SL has been active on 17 meters around 1440 to

1600z and then 20 meters around 1630z.  QSL via F5PSA.

               

EUROPEAN RUSSIA, UA.  Special event station RC150KTS is QRV during

September to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of

Russian scientist and pioneer of astronautic theory, Konstantin E.

Tsiolkovsky.  QSL via RU3SD.

INDIA, VU.  Members of the National Institute of Amateur Radio in

Hyderabad are QRV as special event station AT60MY until November 17

to celebrate the 60th anniversary of India's independence.  QSL via

VU2NRO.

INDONESIA, YB.   Rich, PA0RRS is QRV as YB9/PA0RRS from Bali Island,

IOTA OC-022, until September 24.  Activity is mostly on 40 to 10

meters, but will try 80 and 6 meters as well.  QSL to home call.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  *** 2007 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

September  2007                                                    

Contact          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                 ``8 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG                
Darlene N2XQG 518 587-2385 

  8 Sept Windsor ME AARA @FG Rt32                      
Bill K1NIT207-623-9075 

  9 Sept Dartmouth MA SEMARA **CANCELLED oil spill**    
Tim N1TI 508 758-3680 

15 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct 
Rick K1KYI 401 725-7507  

15 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch Rt9  $5@8        
Roger W1LH 207 454-2174 

15 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson Ln @6AM Tailgate John 860 673-0518 

15 Sept Montreal PQ WIARC @ShinerHall $5@9 $15/T@8      

16 Sept Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT             

Nick 617 2533776  

16 Sept Newtown CT CARA                              

 Joe AB1DO 203 938-4880  

22 Sept Alton NH MASONS @Lodge @7 Tg$10 $20/inside T  Bob W1GWU 603 776-0086   

29 Sept Gales Ferry CT RASON @VFD                 

 Wayne KB1NKK 206 350-3064 

29 Sept Drummondville PQ $5@9 $15/T@7            

Jacques VE2WJG 819 478-2847 

  6 Oct Feeding Hills MA MTARA $5@11 $20/T@10          
John N1JIO 413 563-1605 

  6 Oct Lake Placid NY NNYARA NNY Conv               
Richard WZ2T 518 483-6483 

  7 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         
John N1GNV 203 440-4468  

  7 Oct Queens NY HoSARC $5@9 $10/sp@7:30          
Stephen WB2KDG 718 898-5599 

  7 Oct Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~    John 781 592-2553 

12-13 Oct Deerfield NH NearFest @FG                 

 Mike K1TWF 978 250-1235 

20 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898-4821 

21 Oct Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT               

Nick 617 253-3776  

            Third Sunday April thru October                               

27 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA2RYV 860 464-6555 

27 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC @PlDesauln.. $5@9 $10/T@6  Roch VE2DU 514 765-0363 

28 Oct Hicksville NY LIMARC @ Levit Hall $5@9      
 Richie K2KNB 516 694-4937  

  2 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM   Jim KK1W 413 245-3228  

  3 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$10@7 $3@9  
Gayle KB1LHA 781 598-1442  

10 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $5@9 $10/S@7         
Ralph N1YHS 508 548-0422  

  8 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson Ln @7AM indoors John 860 673-0518 
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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