[image: image1.png]


[image: image6.jpg]



Founded January 6, 1962

September, 2000

Volume XXXIX  Issue 9

From The Desktop of Bob Pratt 

[image: image2.jpg]



Bob inspects a box of goodies at the August Mini-Auction

Hi everyone. Here it is almost Fall, and NOW the weather turns warmer.  Lots of things happened this month - Boxboro (the East coast Mecca), the Whitman Amateur Radio Club flea market, and the opening of the MARA mobile hotdog stand which premiered our new club banner!!

I want to thank Joe, W1JOE and Gil, W1GMF for all of their hard work getting this project off of the ground and going!!  Joe really put a lot of time and effort into converting his old pop-up camping trailer into a respectable eating establishment.  All he needs now is some girls on roller blades taking orders and I think that he will be really able to do some business!!  The club banner was really worth the cost.  Joe donated the material and the labor for this project too.  Everyone who came to the flea market last weekend knows what I’m talking about.  I think that Boxboro was a little disappointing.  The flea market was not as big in recent years, at least since the last time I went.  The crowds were not as big, and the venders didn’t give away any “freebees”.  I remember that the first thing that I always did was to grab a Kenwood bag, then go around to the different venders and collect as much stuff as I could.  The I would drag it all home read the handouts, dream for a while, then my wife would badger me for a couple of weeks to “either you throw it out or I will.”

The WARC flea market wasn’t very big because of the threatening weather, but the people who came were buyers instead of browsers.  I know, I was one of them.  Winter is coming. Now is the time to check out your antenna system.  Of course, you can’t put new ones until it’s about 4 below zero and snowing to blizzard condition!!!

See you at the next meeting.

Bob, KA1DZA

A MARA Minute

A MARA MINUTE

August 2000

MEETING OPENED: 2000

Meeting presided by Bob KA1DZA

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

KA1DZA, W1GMF, N1PRK

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury Report read.  Motion: Accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter. Motion:  Accept as printed. Seconded/Approved

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Everything presently working fine.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FYZ

Nothing new to report.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Bottle drive doing fine. 

2. Hot Dog Wagon will be ready to go at the MARC Flea Market on Sept. 3 & 4th.

3. Club Hats, Club Name  Tags being passed out.

4. Problem with telephone service found and corrected by Gil.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Bill W1IFX said that permission has been granted to the club to operate at Edaville Railroad a special event station.  If anyone is interested contact President Bob.  This will be during the Cranberry Festival.

Meeting closed at 2030.

CLUB AUCTION 2030-2200

Members donated used equipment and items of interest.

Bob KA1DZA ran the auction.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

MARA Monthly Activity

Our ARRL EMA SM, Phil Temples, K9HI, will be stopping by our September meeting to say a few words.

This is your opportunity to talk with Phil, to find out what new things are going at the ARRL, and to give him your input for the ARRL.  After all, the ARRL is your club.  Say ‘Hello’ to Phil, and help to talk him in on .180 if you hear him on.

Breaking the DX Pileups

By Dave Clemons, K1VUT

Chasing DX has changed dramatically from what it was in the 1960's when I first became a ham.  Back then, the successful DX'er had to spend untold hours listening on the bands for new countries.  MARA has had two members who confirmed all countries except one (W1MV Leo, who missed Bouvet Is., and K1AWP Joe who missed Albania.)  These fellows certainly had to put their time in on the bands, and their accomplishments set them apart in the DX world.

Today, several things have changed which make it easier to find rare DX.  Packet spotting, and a core of prosperous DX-peditioners and DX societies have put a great many rare countries on the bands.  The downside to these changes is this: it is becoming increasingly more difficult to break the pileups as more and more people easily find the rare DX stations.  I would like to share some of my experiences in breaking the pileups.

The DX operator who is besieged by hundreds of callers will usually try to separate them in some manner, thus allowing single calls to be picked out.  (In effect, his success will depend on his ability to make it difficult for most people to know where he is listening!  While this is good for him, it is definitely not in the best interest of those who are calling him!)  Whether the operator lets the pileup stay on his/her frequency or instructs callers to move up in frequency, there will be a number of possible scenarios that the operator will follow.  Those of us who want to work the rare DX will do so much more readily if we learn to figure out what that DX operator is doing, rather than relying on superior power to break the pileup.

The first step for the caller is to find the last person the DX operator worked.  This can be done by making use of the RIT on older rigs, or by using the 2nd VFO on newer rigs.  When the last contact is finished, call the DX station on his listening frequency.  This, however, may not be the end of the story.  If you do not work the DX station, find where the next station was worked and pay attention to what the DX station is doing.  I have seen the following strategies used by the DX stations:

1. work a station in the pileup, then tune a little higher    in frequency to find another station

2.  work a station in the pileup, then tune a little lower in frequency to find another station

3. work a station on the high end of the pileup, work one in the middle of the pileup, work one in the low end, then back to the high end.

4. work a few on one frequency, then move as in one of the previous steps

5. ignore all calls for a second or two until the pileup starts to quiet down, then pick one out

6. work someone who calls (once only) just as the previous QSO is ending

Once you figure out the DX station's strategy, you can adjust yours accordingly.  A little time spent watching the DX station's actions is much more effective than just calling and calling, regardless of your output power or antenna system. 

NCVEC advances revised Morse Testing Standards

Edited from the ARRL VEC Bulletin 

The ARRL Bulletin highlights standards established by the National Conference of VEC's at their recent July 21st meeting.  ARRL VE teams may begin a transition to these standards, to be completed by July 1, 2001.

The new materials will use a Farnsworth character speed in the 13-15 WPM range (actual speed to be determined shortly), will be at a tone frequency of 720 Hz, and will have only a fill-in-the-blank quiz document for use.  Standard 5-WPM tests with 5-WPM character speed can still be requested from the ARRL VEC for special cases, where warranted.  As always, every examinee has two chances to successfully pass a code

test-by either answering correctly 7 of 10 questions, or by getting 25 character-count solid copy.  Accommodative procedures to assist the disabled are all still applicable.

For those wondering about the basis for the standards, follow is an info piece we have been supplying to those who ask.

73, Bart J. Jahnke, W9JJ

Manager, ARRL VEC

The NCVEC's goal in setting and announcing their recent standards was to put the amateur community on the "same page" in so far as Morse code exam procedures and parameters are concerned.

Some 11 years ago, the majority of the examination community began using the Farnsworth method of sending the code for Morse tests and for training in order to encourage character recognition by sound, rather than by counting the dots and dashes.  If anything were inconsistent in Morse testing, it was the Morse character speed used in tests.  Seldom in the past ten years were standard speed tests given; where 5 WPM tests using a 5 WPM character speed, or 13 WPM tests using a 13 WPM character speed, were administered.

Seeking to make code tests more standardized, the NCVEC has now set standards for the character speed to be in the range of 13-15 WPM, Fill-in-the-blank only 10-question quiz formats and an audio note of 700-1000 Hz being the standard audio frequency used on tests.

Those needing a standard speed test (e.g., 5 WPM character speed for a 5 WPM test) can still get it as an accommodation (the person would need to seek it from a VE team as a special request for a non-standard exam).

FCC has had little in the way of Morse testing standards.  They merely state that the test message must have an overall speed of 5 WPM, that it must contain all 43 required characters and that these characters be contained in a message not less than 5 minutes long in duration.

One of the more routine complaints we have gotten from examinees over the past decade is why tests from VE team to team sound different.  This recent NCVEC action should create a more fair and level playing field for future Morse code examinees.

73, Bart J. Jahnke, W9JJ

Manager, ARRL VEC

RF Safety Rules Now in Force for all Amateurs

Subject: ARLB037

Starting September 1, every US amateur is required to fully comply with the FCC's RF exposure guidelines.

The regulations, which went into effect January 1, 1998, require US Amateur Radio operators to read and understand the rules and, where necessary, perform technical evaluations to determine that their stations are compliant with the new regulations. Up until now, only hams that have had to file an Amateur Radio application with the FCC have had to certify compliance with the RF exposure rules. As of September 1, all amateurs must comply.

Under the regulations, an amateur station must not exceed the maximum permissible exposure limits for transmitter operation.

''These regulations are not a major burden on the Amateur Radio Service,'' said ARRL Lab Supervisor Ed Hare, W1RFI. ''Most hams are already in compliance with the MPE requirements; some hams will need to conduct a simple station evaluation.''

A complete description of the rules is available on the ARRL Web site at http://www.arrl.org/news/rfsafety/. The site also contains resources to make your station evaluation quite painless.

Address RF safety and the FCC exposure guidelines to ARRL Lab Supervisor Ed Hare, W1RFI, ehare@arrl.org.

For sale

Hi Bob, I was wondering if I could put a piece of equipment up for sale in the newsletter.  Here are the stats on it 

ICOM 735 all mode hf rig with manuals, antenna tuner and power supply. 100 watts out.  Very good condition. $600 or BO. Please contact Mark KC1ML.

YMCA October Fall Frolic.

Gary Decoster, WA1CIM reports that he doesn’t have info on the YMCA Fall Frolic yet for 2000.  Look in the MARANews October issue.

Nutmeg HamFest

The Nutmeg State puts on an annual event that is largely ignored by folks in MA, but it’s still a nice take.  Head down to our sister state while you are leaf peeping on October 8 and head out towards Wallingford, CT, just south of Hartford.  Look for more information on their website at.  http://www.qsl.net/nutmeghamfest.  

According to John Wittey, N1PRK, the hamfest is held at Mountainside Special Events Facility, High Hill Rd Wallingford CT.   N1PRK
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Real Fox enjoys Amateur Radio FoxHunt!

by Judy Follett.

[Editors note: This is the article that should have appeared with this photo last month.  We’re sorry about the mix-up].

What do you do on Sunday mornings?  Mrs. Red Fox in West Bridgewater enjoys watching 6 area Hams hunt for a FoxBox.  Sitting on her warm mound of crush stone she watches over Gil's shoulder as 5 other hams search for the hidden FoxBox.  At the conclusion of the hunt everyone was entertained by Mrs. Red Fox for over one half hour.  She had absolutely no fear of the invaders in her sand pit.  Thanks to Joe KA1JBE for the photo.

MARA Hot Dog Wagon Hits the Road

On September 3 & 4, 2000 the MARA Hot Dog Wagon set out on its first adventure at the WARC Flea Market in Whitman, MA.  Decked out with a new roof and the new club banner it found its location in Saftler's Parking lot.  Even though the weather was not the best many people found the secret hot dog location to fulfill their hunger needs.  Many thanks to Joe W1JOE for the construction of and donation of the trailer and many many thanks for the club members that showed up to assist in its successful operation.

Some of the many hams that participated were: W1JOE, W1GMF, N1LCY, N1OTX, N1PRK, N1EZH, N1IQI, and N1EDM.  Thanks to all that made this a successful event.

W1JOE/W1GMF

ISS Ham Gear Cleared for Takeoff

ARLS006 

The way has been cleared for the Amateur Radio gear destined for use aboard the International Space Station to be launched into space.  The initial amateur gear is scheduled go up to the ISS on mission STS-106 aboard the shuttle Atlantis on Sept. 8.  As part of the multinational Amateur Radio on the International Space Station project, the gear will be stowed aboard the ISS for use by the Expedition 1 crew, set to come aboard in late October.

''We have been working for years to bring the first ISS hardware to fruition,'' ARISS Administrative Chairman Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, said this week.  ''It looks like the final issues that have held us back are now over, and we are moving ahead toward the launch of the initial hardware on STS-106.''

Bauer said three events over the past couple of weeks were key to moving the ARISS project forward. The first was the launch and docking of the Russian-built Zvezda Service Module that eventually will house the ARISS gear. In addition, Bauer said, a series of RF, power-up and other tests on the amateur equipment were successfully completed in Russia, thanks to Lou McFadin, W5DID, of ARISS and AMSAT and Carolynn Conley, KD5JSO, of NASA. He said NASA also signed off on the required flight safety package, giving the go-ahead to release the amateur hardware for flight aboard the upcoming shuttle mission.

The Expedition 1 crew will consist of three amateurs: US astronaut Bill Shepherd, KD5GSL, and Russian Cosmonauts Sergei Krikalev, U5MIR, and the recently licensed Yuri Gaidzenko, whose call sign was not available.

To be available to the first crew, the ARISS initial station gear will be installed temporarily aboard the ISS Functional Cargo Block.  It will use an existing antenna that's being adapted to support FM voice and packet on 2 meters but not on 70 cm.  Eventually, the ARISS gear will find a more-permanent home aboard the Zvezda Service Module.

A Russian call sign, RZ3DZR, has been issued for the ISS ham radio station.

The ARRL and AMSAT have been providing leadership and consulting services for ARISS.  ARRL Field and Educational Services Manager Rosalie White, K1STO - a member of the Space Amateur Radio Experiment Working Group - says this is an exciting moment for the project, which has one goal of letting students on Earth communicate with the ISS inhabitants via Amateur Radio.

''All of the hard work from the many volunteers is starting to pay off,'' she said.  ''We have so many people to thank - all of the AMSAT volunteers, ARRL people, the NASA folks - so many of whom are hams.  But seeing the youth of the United States and other countries benefit is our reward.''

Bauer says the astronauts and cosmonauts plan to take some time off for educational outreach contacts with schools, even during the busy years of ISS construction that lie ahead. Bauer says access to Amateur Radio also is considered a morale booster for ISS crew-members who will be in space many weeks at a time.

As the International Space Station takes its place in the heavens,'' Bauer said, ''the Amateur Radio community is prepared to do its part by helping to enrich the experience.''

Parting Shot

Remember - Always yield to temptation, because it may not pass your way again.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen
President: Bob Pratt, KA1DZA

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FYZ

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  WA1GDJ-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


ARRL

www.arrl.org

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 
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