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Secretary’s Report

MARA Minutes 9/20/2011

18:35 Meeting called to order by Barry, N1EZH
Present were: Bob, N1LCY; Barry, N1EZH; Rick, KB1TEE; Bill, KA1TXK; Carl, N1FY; Don, K1DC; Roy, KB1CYV; Walt, W1WCF; and Pete, N1NVV.
Secretary’s report accepted as printed in the newsletter.
Treasurer’s Report accepted as read by Phil, N1XTB.
Repeater Report – All status quo 
Move pc to the hut for link radio – Install DSL line – Phil
Storm power outages were discussed.
Speaker scheduled for this meeting needed to be rescheduled – equipment problems.
Tuesday nite net still needing operators.
Whitman ARC Flea Market was a success - K of C Rt 18 at Abington line 
DW Field Triathlon 9/25 Sunday AM 7:30 Oak St. entrance
9/26 Monday EOC Tabletop drill 7pm
EOC Antenna party discussion.
New radio equipment for EOC – 12 Motorola HT’s
New Business
Speaker discussion – Bill KA1TXK
ARES – RACES discussion – Carl
10/22. SE Weather Conference 
Respectfully submitted,
Bob Keene, N1LCY
Secretary 
Next Meeting:  October 18, 2011   at  

Bridgewater Public Library 6:30 P.M.

Lt Scott Billings from the Plymouth County Sheriff's Dept. will present a program  on the Plymouth County Radio System.
Hurricane Irene: Beast of the East

From  the ARES  E Letter   By   Rick Palm  K1CE

Scorned by Florida, Irene vented her fury on the rest of the east coast and many inland areas. Reports from Section Managers and other key ARES leaders on critical aspects of response efforts follow.

Hurricane Irene produced a significant impact across Massachusetts, Vermont, and much of New York and New England. Tracking of Hurricane Irene started when the system was in the Bahamas, and Turks and Caicos Islands and the National Hurricane Center "cone of uncertainty," which is a cone that describes track uncertainty for the center of the hurricane to reach a particular location, covered much of southern New England on Tuesday, August 23. During this timeframe, the first coordination message to Amateur Radio and non-Amateur Radio SKYWARN Spotters, Emergency Management and other agencies was posted to the SKYWARN email list covering the National Weather Service Taunton, Massachusetts coverage area. Messages were issued once per day through Thursday, August 25 and were increased to two messages a day on Friday as Tropical Storm and Hurricane Watches and Warnings were posted for the region. These messages were also posted via Facebook and Twitter as listed under the WX1BOX, Amateur Radio station at the NWS Forecast Office, social media Web sites and on the WX1BOX home page so that spotters could prepare and then be in position to report severe weather conditions.

From an ARES perspective, a call between the Section Emergency Coordinator, Assistant Section Emergency Coordinators and senior ARES staff members was held Tuesday evening. This ramped up to the entire staff of DECs, ASECs and the SEC by Wednesday evening and were held nightly with two calls held on Saturday. A follow-up call was held late Sunday afternoon. The Western Massachusetts section also participated in the calls and coordination between the Eastern and Western Massachusetts ARES SECs took place throughout the event.

Eastern Massachusetts ARES was placed on stand-by on Thursday, with deployments all day Sunday, August 28. The Eastern Massachusetts ARES Stand-by Status was lifted the following Tuesday when conditions across the area had improved sufficiently that no further agency requests were anticipated and power slowly returned to people in the region. Information on the ARES stand-by and agency deployments was posted to the Eastern Massachusetts ARES web site.

In the Eastern Massachusetts section, two town EOCs and one school Amateur Radio station serve as control points within the section to maintain contact with the various ARES and SKYWARN Nets in the region. They are located in the town of Acushnet (WA1EMA) led by South Coast Massachusetts EC Ed Caron, KA1RSY, the town of Bridgewater led by Assistant SEC Carl Aveni, N1FY, and at the Dexter-Southfield School/Clay Center Observatory in Brookline, Massachusetts (WX1CLA/W1CLA) led by Metro Boston DEC Marek Kozubal, KB1NCG. In addition, the National Weather Service Forecast Office in Taunton (WX1BOX) was also staffed with Amateur Radio operators that included Eastern Massachusetts SEC Rob Macedo, KD1CY, John Bacon, K1JWB and soon to be licensee Nick Snow. Coordination took place between WX4NHC, the Amateur Radio station at the National Hurricane Center in Miami, Florida, and the WX1BOX NWS Taunton Amateur Radio station.

In the Western Massachusetts section, SEC John Ruggiero, N2YHK, placed ARES on stand-by on Friday, August 26. Amateur Radio operators supported a minimum of 12 EOCs in his section. In the commonwealth of Massachusetts, there is no county government and counties only represent a geographical collection of towns so staffing takes place at the local and town level with some smaller cities and towns having one EOC centrally located between them. Also staffed were the Pioneer Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross where staffing was continuous from Sunday, August 28, through Friday, September 2, the Greenfield Community College Regional EOC and the Berkshire Medical Center in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. In terms of shelters, a minimum of 11 shelters were staffed across western Massachusetts.

Several dozen local city and town EOCs were also staffed in the Eastern Massachusetts section. The city of Boston EOC was staffed with Amateur Radio operators for the first time in an actual storm related event. In the past, it had only been staffed during the Boston Marathon and major events such as the Democratic National Convention in 2004. Several regional Red Cross shelters were staffed with Amateur Radio operators across the section.. This included seven shelters and the Red Cross headquarters on Cape Cod and three shelters and a Red Cross base outside of Cape Cod. Cape Cod DEC Frank O'Laughlin, WQ1O, led Cape Cod ARES operations. In addition, North Shore ARES supported the Beverly and Bay Ride Hospitals and the Peabody, Massachusetts EOC. Assistant SEC Jim Palmer, KB1KQW, and North Shore DEC Eric Horwitz, KA1NCF, led these operations. The Cape Ann Amateur Radio Association supported the Gloucester EOC and the Gloucester Hospital with hams at each location. South Shore DEC Phil McNamara, N1XTB, reported numerous town EOCs staffed including the towns of Carver and Mansfield. Also, for the first time, the FEMA Region 1 Maynard Federal Response Center was staffed with an Amateur Radio operator, Kate Murphy, KB1USO, Metro Boston EC, providing a link to their center for the first time in a storm related incident.

One of the major roles ARES and SKYWARN play in the commonwealth of Massachusetts is providing situational awareness and disaster intelligence information during a weather event and in a hurricane it is no different. ARES-SKYWARN operations lasted 19 hours. In the 19 hours of activation, amateurs at the NWS Taunton Forecast Office handled several hundred reports of wind damage, storm surge, flood measured rainfall and wind reports from across the entire coverage area, which is all of Massachusetts except for Berkshire County, Rhode Island, Northern Connecticut and Southern New Hampshire. Approximately a dozen SKYWARN nets were stood up across the region to support the reporting from all areas. These reports were distributed to state and federal emergency management officials as well as the media. At the height of the storm, over 600,000 were without power in Massachusetts with over 1,000,000 without power in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut combined. Measured wind gusts between 70 and 80 mph were reported by Amateur Radio operators and this information was sent directly to the National Hurricane Center via the VoIP Hurricane Net

 HYPERLINK "http://www.voipwx.net/" http://www.voipwx.net, which was merged with the Echolink/IRLP New England Reflector system.

Some amateurs were directly impacted by the storm with trees falling on their houses from the high winds and many hams lost power but were able to remain on the air through emergency power backup. Amateur Radio operators were key in providing what was happening during the hurricane in near real-time to public safety officials. This was particularly true in Western Massachusetts where major flooding shut down major highways such as Interstate 91 and almost cut off entire towns in Franklin County and parts of the hill-towns of northwestern Massachusetts. Some of those first reports of major flooding came from Amateur Radio operators.

Western Massachusetts SEC N2YHK alerted Eastern Massachusetts ARES on the potential need for ARESMAT support to Franklin County as one shelter was filled to capacity and a second shelter was opened with communications in the area spotty due to hilly terrain and the stress the flooding had caused on the communications infrastructure.

Lessons

Irene's impact to the region was that of a strong tropical storm/minimal category 1 hurricane. Its large wind field that expanded to between 250 and 300 miles along with its heavy rainfall caused significant issues over a widespread area from North Carolina through New York and New England. It shows that all tropical systems are dangerous and there is little difference between a strong tropical storm versus a minimal category 1 hurricane particularly where the wind field is as large as Irene and the tremendous amount of rainfall the system had.

Over 200 amateurs supported the operation between deployments and SKYWARN Net support in Eastern Massachusetts. At least 65 amateurs from Western Massachusetts participated by providing services in direct support of those deployed in the field. There were many more that provided storm reports and net assistance, as well as supporting logistics and administration. After action reports are still being compiled. They will eventually be posted to the Eastern Massachusetts ARES Web site, Western Massachusetts ARRL web site and the NWS Taunton SKYWARN WX1BOX Web site with notifications sent over Facebook and Twitter as well. These reports will include the the names of amateur operators that deployed to the various agencies and other lessons learned from Hurricane Irene. [Contributors: Mike Neilsen, W1MPN, former Eastern Massachusetts SM and OES; John Ruggiero, N2YHK, Western Massachusetts SEC; principal author Rob Macedo, KD1CY, Eastern Massachusetts SEC, ARES SKYWARN Coordinator for NWS Taunton Massachusetts, and Director of Operations for the VoIP Hurricane Net; and Carl Aveni, N1FY, Eastern Massachusetts ASEC and Assistant ARES SKYWARN Coordinator for NWS Taunton Massachusetts].

D. W. FIELD  PARK  TRIATHLON  -- SEPT.  25TH   --   By: Carl Aveni N1FY



The Massasoit Club has volunteered to provide communication support for the D. W. Field Park Triathlon (bike, boat, and run) held on Sunday, September 25, 2011.


Carl Aveni N1FY has extended an invitation for all area HAMs to participate. The Triathlon benefits the Brockton Neighborhood Health Center. 



Roy Logan KB1CYV


Carl Aveni N1FY




Bob Keene N1LCY



Phil McNamara N1XTB






Paul Moss KB1MTW





 











Carl Aveni N1FY set up Net Control at the registration / Finish Line and the rest of the Radio Team volunteers were positioned around the race course. This is a 14 mile bike race that is followed by a 1.7 mile canoe / kayak race that is followed by a 4 mile road race all inside the closed Field Park.


There are only two street crossings on South Street in Avon. There were no incidents to report.

	Amateur Radio in Space: Take the ARISSat-1 Survey


AMSAT is inviting radio amateurs to complete a 19-question survey regarding ARISSat-1. "Please take a few minutes to answer the questions," said Steven Bible, N7HPR. "The survey results will be posted to the official ARISSat-1 website." ARISSat-1 was deployed from the International Space Station in August 2011 and is active on the following frequencies and modes:

· 145.950 MHz FM Downlink: FM transmissions will cycle between a voice ID as RS01S, select telemetry values, 24 international greeting messages in 15 languages, as well as SSTV images. If you successfully receive the SSTV transmissions, you are invited to upload your picture to the ARISS SSTV Gallery.

· 435 MHz - 145 MHz Linear Transponder: The linear transponder will operate in Mode U/V (70 cm up, 2 meters down). It is a 16 kHz wide inverting passband from 435.742 to 435.758 MHz and the convention will be to transmit LSB on the 435 MHz uplink and receive USB on the 145 MHz downlink between 145.922 and 145.938 MHz.

· 145.919 MHz/145.939 MHz CW Beacons: The CW transmissions will be call sign ID RS01S, select telemetry and call signs of people actively involved with the ARISS program.

· 145.920 MHz SSB BPSK-1000 Telemetry: The BPSK transmissions will feature a new 1kBPSK protocol developed by Phil Karn, KA9Q. When the CW2 beacon on 145.919 MHz is active, this indicates that the BPSK-1000 format is being transmitted. If the CW1 beacon on 145.939 MHz is active, the backup of BPSK-400 format is being transmitted.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic  Flea Market  ***  DATES  *** 2011 P 1 of 2

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

2011                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

14,15 Oct Deerfield NH Nearfest X @FG                Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 

15 Oct Greenwood NS GARC @CommCtr $4@10 T/Free        Guy VE1NC 902 825 6151 W

16 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                  Third Sunday April thru October

22 Oct Longueuil PQ MSSARC @PlDesauln $5@9 $10/T@6 David VE2EDF 450 672 9791 W

29 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799  

30 Oct Westford MA NEAntiqueRC @Regency Free @8 +$25/T  Charlie 603 898 4821  +

4 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228

5,6 Nov Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~    John 781 592 2553

5 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions @8AM               Chris KB1QVM 603 434 6137

12 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7  Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422

3 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518

*******************************************************************************

LAST UPDATE 9-30-11 de W1GSL         http://swapfest.us                    P 1

   List is normally updated twice a month - look for the latest version

*******************************************************************************

Additions/ Corrections via e-Mail   w1gsl@mit.edu  <- SUBSCRIBE

                           US Mail  W1GSL POB 397082 MIT Br Cambridge MA 02139

(c)2011 unlimited reproduction permitted in entirety

^

New England Area  Ham - Electronic  Flea Market  ***  DATES  *** 2011  P2 of 2

*******************************************************************************

2012                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

25 Feb S Burlington VT HAM-CON @HI I89x14 $8@8 $15@6 Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 

3 Mar Feeding Hills MA MtTARA @TurnverneinClb        Mary N1TOY 413 967 4008  

25 Mar Framingham MA FARA @KeefeTech                  Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012  

4,5 May Deerfield NH Nearfest XI @FG                 Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235  +

12 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FD $6@8 +$6/sp@6        Glenn W2BK 518 482 5584  +

16 June Newington CT NARL @StMarySch                 Steve WV1X 860 594 0265  

8 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7             Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385  +

15 Sept Forestdale RI RIAFMRS @VFW $5/Sp@8           Rick K1KYI 401 864 9611  +

*******************************************************************************
This Week on the Radio

· October 15 -- Iowa QSO Party; Feld Hell Sprint
· October 15-16 -- Jamboree On the Air (local time); New York QSO Party; 10-10 International Fall Contest (CW); JARTS WW RTTY Contest; CQ SA Contest (SSB); QRP ARCI Fall QSO Party; Worked All Germany Contest

· October 16 -- Asia-Pacific Fall Sprint (CW)

· October 16-17 -- Illinois QSO Party

· October 17 -- Run for the Bacon QRP Contest

· October 17-21 -- ARRL School Club Roundup
Next Week On the Radio
· October 22 -- FOC QSO Party, Microwave Fall Sprint (local time)

· October 22-23 -- ARRL EME Contest; Stew Perry Topband Challenge; W/VE Islands QSO Party; SYLRA Contest

· October 26 -- SKCC Sprint

· October 26-27 -- CWops Mini-CWT Test

DX NEWS

MAYOTTE, FH.  Phill, F6GNT is QRV as FH8NX until March 1, 2013.

Activity is generally on 20 to 10 meters using SSB.  QSL to home

call.

NIGERIA, 5N.  Bodo, DF8DX will be QRV as 5N7Q from October 3 to 15.

Activity will be on 80 to 10 meters.  QSL to home call.

SABLE ISLAND, CY0.  Al, VE1AWW will be QRV as CY0/VE1AWW beginning

October 5 until December 31 while on work assignment.  Activity is

in his spare time.  QSL to home call.

ANGOLA, D2.  Craig, MM0SSG is QRV as D2SG for six to nine months.

He may usually be active as his spare time permits.  QSL via GM4FDM.

REUNION, FR.  Willi, DJ7RJ will be QRV as FR/DJ7RJ from October 4 to

26.  Activity will be mainly on the low bands.  QSL direct to home

call.

NORWAY, LA.  Members of the Nedre Romerike Gruppe av NRRL are QRV as

LM9L40Y until December 31 to celebrate their 40th anniversary.  QSL

via LA9L.

EAST KIRIBATI, T32.  Members of the Five Star DXers Association are

QRV as T32C from Kiritimati, IOTA OC-024, until October 25.

Activity is on 80 to 10 meters with two stations active.  QSL direct

via G3NUG.

CANADA, VE.  Special event station CJ3A is QRV throughout the month

of October to celebrate the centennial of Parks Canada.  QSL via

VE3LA.

MACQUARIE ISLAND, VK0.  Trevor, VK8TH is QRV as VK0TH from Macca.

Activity is on 80 to 6 meters.  His length of stay is unknown.  QSL

direct via JE1LET.

MALTA, 9H.  A group of operators are QRV as 9H9OB until October 22.

Activity is on the HF bands, including 2 meters, using CW, SSB and

digital modes.  This includes being an entry in the Worked All

Germany contest.  QSL via DH7WW.

PAKISTAN, AP.  Ijaz, AP2IA has been active using SSB on 12 meters

from 1200 to 1600z.  QSL to home call.

CAPE VERDE, D4.  A large group of operators are QRV as D4C until

October 30.  This includes an entry in the upcoming CQ WW DX SSB

contest.  QSL direct via IZ4DPV.

PHILIPPINES, DU.  Hans, DL5SDF is QRV as 4F9HXB from Mindanao

Island, IOTA OC-130, and has been active on 10 meters using CW

around 0000z.  QSL to home call.

SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, E5.  Bill, N7OU will be QRV as E51NOU from South

Cook, IOTA OC-013, from October 17 to November 7.  QSL to home call.

MARQUESAS ISLANDS, FO.  A group of operators will be QRV as TX7M

from Nuku Hiva, IOTA OC-027, from October 19 to November 1.

Activity will be mainly on the low HF bands.  QSL direct via RZ3EC.

ITALY, I.  Look for Scout station II5BP to be QRV during the Scouts

Jamboree On The Air event.  QSL via IW5EGT.

PERU, OA.  Hans, OE3NHW is QRV as OA6/OE3NHW and is here until March

2012.  Activity is on the HF bands.  QSL to home call.

SUDAN, ST.  Robert is QRV as ST2AR and has been active on 10 meters

using CW around 1430z.  QSL via S53R.

UKRAINE, UR.  Special event station EM800BZB is QRV until October 16

during the festivities of the 800th anniversary of Zbarazh city.

QSL direct via UY5BC.

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS, VK9C.  Lot, DJ7ZG and Babs, DL7AFS will be

QRV as VK9CX from October 19 to November 9.  Activity will be on 80

to 6 meters using SSB, RTTY and PSK.  QSL via DL7AFS.

HONG KONG, VR.  In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the

Centenary of Scouting in Hong Kong, special event station VR100S is

QRV at various times until October 16 from Disneyland in Hong Kong.

Activity is on 20 and 15 meters using SSB.  QSL via VR2HKS.

INDIA, VU.  Special event station AT8BSG will be QRV from October 15

and 16 during the Scouts Jamboree On The Air event.  QSL via

operators' instructions.

NIUE, ZK2.  Chris, GM3WOJ will be QRV as ZK2V beginning October 15.

This includes entries in the upcoming CQ WW DX SSB and CW contests.

QSL via N3SL.

ANTARCTICA.  Gerard, ZS6KX is now QRV as ZS7KX from Queen Maud Land,

IOTA AN-016, until February 2012.  Activity is currently on 20

meters using SSB around 1400z.  He plans to be active on 17 meters

as well.  QSL to home call.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

Vice-President: Barry Kennedy N1EZH

Treasurer: Phil McNamara N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

APRS Node
Node 144.39  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4

Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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