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From The Desktop of Bob Pratt 

WOW, here it is October and I have been the "leader" of MARA for 5 months.

The people who are making me look good are doing a great job.  We have welcomed three more members this month, Ken N1CPR and his son Robert (not Bob), KB1FBM.  I have known Ken for more years than I care to remember. The last time that I saw Robert was at his welcoming party when he was, I think, 3 months old.  He has grown up a lot since then.

We also welcomed a returning club member, Herb Lemon, KC1ZW, who is now heading up MEMA in Bridgewater.  Herb will be working closely with Carl during our local weather incidents.

Last month's meeting also allowed us meet Phil Temples, K9HI.  Phil is running for the post of Section Coordinator for Eastern Massachusetts.  If elected, his aim is to restore communication lines to the local ARRL affiliated clubs.  He said that MARA should be proud of our accomplishments as a club, such as Skywarn, and emergency drills in the area.  We have, I think, one of the largest groups of VE's in the area. Now we have one more thing to be proud of. Bill Copeland, W1IFX invited a group of MARA members to set up a Special Event station at the Cranberry Festival being held at Edaville Railroad on October 7th.  The crew had a great day for the event and from what I have heard, it may become an annual event.  I'll let Gil and the group fill you in on the details at the next meeting.

We are going to have another representative from the ARRL at our next meeting – Steve Schwarm, W3EVE, EMA Emergency Communications Coordinator.  So bring your questions and Steve will give you some answers.  For the November meeting, I hope to get KA1JBE to come in and show the membership how to design web pages.  QSL.com offers 6 Megs of space to hams for web pages, so I thought that this might be fun to demo.  Til then, stay safe and I'll see you at the meeting.

73 de Bob, KA1DZA

A MARA Minute

September, 2000



MEETING OPENED: 2000

Meeting presided by Bob KA1DZA.

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

KA1DZA, N1EDM, W1GMF, N1PRK

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury Report read. Motion: Accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter. Motion: Accept as printed. Seconded/Accepted

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Repeaters seem to be working satisfactorily at the present time

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FYZ

Nothing new this month.

SKYWARN/ARES REPORT:

Carl N1FYZ

Nothing new this month.

FOXHUNTING REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Fox Hunting still happening. Getting ready for some good Fall Hunts.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Gil gave the final report on the Hot Dog Wagon that was held on Sept. 3 & 4 at the Whitman Club Yard Sale. Even though the weather was rather poor we still made a profit. Thanks to everyone who helped during the weekend manning the stand and we all had fun doing it.

2. Gil had the new banner at the meeting for all present to see. It was used across the top of the Hot Dog Wagon during the flea market and a picture was on the web site.

3. Gil apologized for leaving the new name badges at home but promised he will have them at the October meeting.

4. Gil said the patches are in and are for sale at 4.00 each.

5. Bob N1EDM said he had received the Field Day Pins and is in the process of distributing them.

6. Bob N1LCY asked if there was going to be a Special Event Station at Edaville.  Bob and Carl and Gil said they would participate if anyone had the interest to do it.  Seems like Saturday would be the best day.

7. Bob N1LCY asked if the trip to ARRL had been formulated.  Nothing has been done to the present time.  There were people interested in going.  Suggested schedule would be best after the holidays. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Joe KA1JBE will be doing a web design class at the November meeting.

2. Steve Swarm will be speaking at the October meeting along with Rob Macedo.

3. John spoke about the insurance policy as it has to be paid and he was wondering if it is worth the money. A lengthy discussion was held and it was decided that it would be best to hold on to what we have until something else can be purchased.

Motion: To have John look into getting new insurance for the equipment. Seconded/Approved.

4. Carl spoke about a new People-Finder that the VA is thinking about procuring.  It is a radio-sniffing device to locate wandering patients.  Last week Gil and some of the FoxHunters were called in to check out the system during the past week.  Carl further said that there probably be a demo in the near future for anyone interested in the system.

5. Bob said that on October 22, the East Bridgewater Y will be the Fall Frolic Road Race.  The club has again been asked to provide communications for the race.  Anyone interested in helping should let Gil know.  The plan is to meet at 11:30AM for instructions.  The Race starts at 12:30PM.

6. Maryanne DeCoster has made arrangements for the club Christmas party at the Fireside Grille on Tuesday December 12, 2000 at 7:00pm.  The meal choices are Baked Scrod or London Broil.  More information will be in the next newsletter and at the next meeting.  Maryanne needs a deposit of $80 immediately to lock in the date. Motion: To send Maryanne DeCoster $80 check to pay the Fireside Grille. Seconded/Approved.

7. The 50/50 drawing was held and Bill W1ULJ was the winner.

8. Bob introduced Phil Temples K9HI to the membership.  Phil is running for election to the post of ARRL Eastern Massachusetts Section Manager.  Phil spoke on his qualifications and interests and what he would like to see done in the next few years.  He also hoped that we would consider a vote for him.

NEW MEMBERS: 

Herb KC1ZW

Ken N1CPR

Robert KB1FBM

Meeting closed at 2130.

Carl showed a tape of the Care Trak.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

October Fall Frolic Race.

Sunday, October 22, is the YMCA’s annual Fall Frolic Road Race.  The club has helped with communications at this event for years.

These are the same people who let us use their grove for Field Day, so it would be nice if the club would show its appreciation by helping out.  It only takes a few hours of your time, and it’s always a fun time.  T-shirts and a Bar-B-Que for the volunteers afterwards!!

Gil, W1GMF, is coordinating this year’s event for Gary.  Gil is requesting that people be in the parking lot by about 11:30AM for assignments and coordination.  Hope to see you there!

Christmas Party Announcement

Maryanne DeCoster has made arrangements for our annual Christmas Party.  This year, it will again be at the Fireside Grill at the Rt. 44 Rotary, on December 12.

At the next meeting, Gil will give the particulars, but folks who have been to the party in the past agree that it’s a wonderful time.  Plan on joining us.

Edaville Wrap-Up

This was a fun time.  Low pressure, just pure operating fun.

A total of about 12 ops made it down to Edaville for their Cranberry festival.  W1GMF, N1FY, W1JOE, and N1EDM arrived early to set up, and others joined in quickly to handle the rig and walk around the park.

The whole concept arose from a discussion by Bill Copeland, W1IFX, who is a conductor on the trains there.  The club and the Edaville management though it was a good idea, so the club ran with it.
Carl and Bob set up an HF station that had about 42 contacts, 14 DX and 28 US QSO’s.  Gil and Joe kept things hopping on VHF with another 36 Q’s on 2M and 440.  

In a rather spontaneous move, Bob, N1EDM, had his first ride on a helo.  After asking the pilot’s permission, Bob tuned in the W1MV repeater and did Aeronautical Mobile once again while Gene, N1EH, kept the log.  Bob managed about 12 QSO’s on the ride, and Myron, N1XJK, managed to contact Bob on 2M and 440.

If anyone wants to contribute $25 next year, Bob will be pleased to try it again.

Bill, W1ULJ, managed to ‘bag’ Bob with some 10M CW.  Bill had a 10M rig in his car, and being so close to the HF base station, he had a rather distorted CW signal.  Bob fell for trying to decipher this distorted callsign, until he looked up and saw Bill laughing from the driver’s seat.

Bob showed Carl, N1FYZ, how to ‘remotely tune’ his IC-735 with a MFJ Antenna Analyzer plugged into the 2M antenna.

The club would also like to thank Kathie, N1SGT, Bob N1LCY, Roy,KB1CYV, Gene, N1EH, Samantha, N1MJP, Bill, K1BHR, and the twins,  Bill,W1IFX, and Bill, W1ULJ who also came down and participated.

Proposed ARRL Trip

The club is going ahead with plans for a trip down to the ARRL after Christmas.  This year, we will be using the car-pool method to get down there, as the bus is unavailable (Thanks Bill, for all the times you drove in the past).  There is no definite time or date set yet.  Within the next couple of months, arrangements will be made to go down sometime in the doldrums of winter, after Christmas and before spring blooms.

Contest Results

A look at the ARRL’s 1999 10-Meter Contest shows an interesting fact.  For the “Eastern Mass section, Low Power (under 150 watts), CW-Only” category, three of the first four places were taken by MARA Members!

Dave Clemons, K1VUT, took 1st place with 666,528 points (1265 QSO’s, 131 Multipliers).  Don Benecchi, K1DC, took 2nd place with 3314,184 points (687 QSO’s, 114 multipliers).  Bob Mandeville, N1EDM, took 4th place with 143,420 points (355 QSO’s, 101).  We’re not sure how many hours Dave put into the contest, but he is usually die-hard about this, and he probably stayed by the key for the entire weekend – and his score shows it.  Bob and Don weren’t able to put in as much time, but they also showed a pretty good effort.

If you want to have a little fun just before Christmas, look into the 10M contest.  You can work phone, CW, or mixed mode.  And with the shape that 10M has been in (this may be the peak of the cycle, right now) you can work the world on 25 watts.  Check the November QST dates and rules.  It’s FUN!

In a similar event, the Feb ’99 International DX Contest (CW) results are in.  1st and 3rd place (Eastern Mass, again) went to MARA.  Dave, K1VUT scored a whopping 1,983,786 points to capture 1st place in Eastern MA.  Dave also scored 6th place W/VE in the Single Op, Low Power category.  Dave had 2086 QSO;s and 317 Multipliers working 160-10M.  Great work, Dave!

Bob, N1EDM, managed a 3rd place in Eastern MA, Single Op, Low power with 302,064 points (464 QSO’s, 217 Multipliers)

Don, K1DC, hung in there.  Don worked “Single Band” (15M) and scored 119,658 with 518 QSO’s and 77 Multipliers.

Try contesting!  International DX is split into two weekends.  If you don’t like CW, wait for the International DX Phone weekend.  Dates will be announced in QST after Christmas!

FISTS Net

Marino, N1PVP

For all CW enthusiasts: Fists New England (FNE) sponsors a medium speed ragchew net called by K1FFF/N1PVP (Marino) each Sunday at 8:30pm local time on 3698 +/- for qrm.

K1FFF is the Club call for the New England Fists Club, an affiliate of FISTS International.  Feel free to drop by to say a quick hello, or to stay a few minutes and chat.  The K1FFF card is worth 3 points toward your FISTS awards.  

For further details contact K1FFF/N1PVP, FISTs New England Net Manager at n1pvp@arrl.net .

Get Out and Vote

Fall is the time to vote for more than ‘just’ the next President.

If you are an ARRL Member, you should have received a ballot for the upcoming election for Eastern Massachusetts Section Manager.  If you have not received a ballot, contact Rosalie White at the ARRL for assistance.  k1sto@arrl.net

The two candidates are Stan Laine, WA1ECF, and Phil Temples, K9HI.  Phil spoke at our September meeting about his prior experiences as SM in ‘95-’96 (before having to step down), and what he wants to accomplies if re-elected.  Whatever your preference, take the time to fill out the ballot and send it in.  It only takes a moment.

Reminders, Please!

Frequently, items that should be mentioned in MARANews just never seem get in there.  I try to get hold of everything, but many times the newsletter is put together at the last minute and items get forgotten.  A perfect example is the WARC Flea Market.  I’d like to put something in the two issues preceeding our sister-club’s fund raiser, but often I forget, unintentionally.  A reminder for Rochester is another good one.

I’m asking for the club’s help.  If you know of an event coming up that other club members might be interested in, drop a short line with the particulars to me at n1edm@arrl.net and let that act as a reminder.  If it’s important enough to you, chances are, someone else would benefit from a reminder as well.

Thanks.

New Call on the Block

Guess who finally broke the “Z” Jinks!!  Has anyone noticed that someone on the repeater sounds like he is letting up on the PTT key a little too early?  N1FYZ is now (are you ready for this, folks) N1FY!!!

Taaa-Daaa!!!!!

If ever anyone ever had a problem with Callsigns, it’s Carl.  Those of us who have been around for a little while will remember Carl’s first call.  It was KA1RTZ.  After upgrading, Carl was issued N1FYZ.  

If that wasn’t enough burden for one man to carry, Carl was asked to be trustee for the repeater Vanity call.  But, before we could formally request W1MV, we had to be issued a ‘generic’ callsign.  Carl put in the paperwork, and guess what…

Does anyone remember that first call?  Score yourself a big point if you remembered KB1BPZ.  

Glad you broke the “Z”-Jinx, Carl!

MARANews in Microsoft Word

If you are currently reading the Text-Only version of MARANews, you are not getting the full benefit of the newsletter layout.

For a long time, we have wanted to let everyone receive the WORD version of MARANews.  It’s more work to write, but when you can be creative and add photos, and your readership can actually see them, well, it’s worth the trouble.

Beginning in 2001, we will only publish the WORD97 version of MARANews.  If you do not have Microsoft WORD, you can still easily read your issue of MARANews anyway.

You need something called a “Viewer”.  It will let you read (but not write to) MS Word files.  Currently, this newsletter is published in Word97, so that’s the particular viewer you need.  What’s more, it’s free!

Here’s how you get it.

1. Go to www.microsoft.com/downloads
2. In the “Search Using:” box, click the ‘Keyword Search’.  The screen will change momentarily.

3. In Keywords, type the word “Viewer” without the quotation marks.

4. In Operating System, hit the arrow.  Scroll down to your operating system (Windows 95, Windows 98, etc)

5. Click on “Find It”

6. A list will pop up.  Select the appropriate file.  Be Careful – many of the file names look similar.  Select the proper file!.  The file you are looking for is about the 4th from the bottom of the list.  It is entitled: “Word 97/2000 Viewer (Word 97) (Windows 95/98/NT).  This assumes that you are using WIN95, WIN98, or NT for your OS.  If you are using something else, let me know.  I will help you.

7. Click on this file to download it.  The file is 3.5MB, so it will take some time.  Go have a cup of coffee (or a beer, depending on the time of day)

8. Once the file is completely downloaded, close your browser.  Then, close any open applications on your screen.  Double-click on the file you downloaded, and follow the prompts to install it.

There you go.  Now, the newsletter will come to you in a much nicer format, complete with photos, when we have them.  When the newsletter arrives in your email, just double-click on the attachment, and the viewer will start automatically.  Have fun!

Printer, Free for $35

I have an Epson Stylus Color 500 printer that I am going to chuck out.  It won’t print.  For $35 you can have Micro Center (in Boston) diagnose it and give you a repair estimate.  If you get the work done, the $35 is placed toward the repair.  First come, first served.  Email me at n1edm@arrl.net.

“Care Trak” – A practical application of Fox Hunting Techniques.

Written by Bruce Hayden NI1X

Carl Aveni N1FYZ, who works at the Brockton VA Hospital, where the “Care Trak” system was being evaluated, proposed that the South Shore Fox Hunters (Because of their experience with essentially identical equipment) be consulted as part of the evaluation of this system. With Hospital approval, Carl Aveni N1FYZ then teamed up with Gil Follett W1GMF and Joe Serrilla W1JOE to test the effectiveness of this system and develop techniques in finding a person who had wandered off inside the many Brockton VA Hospital buildings and vast connecting tunnel complex. 

Gil Follett W1GMF combined a recent Sunday morning Fox-Box hunt with one of several demonstrations of the “Care Trak” system under trial evaluation at the Brockton VA Hospital.
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The South Shore Fox Hunters team assembled consisted of Bruce Hayden NI1X, Carl Aveni N1FYZ, Gil Follett W1GMF, Roy Logan KB1CYV, Joe Serrilla W1JOE , Ed Meehan N1NTZ, and  Joe Casiere KA1JBE

We found the “Care Trak” Fox-Box is a transmitter the size of a watch which can be attached to an individual (a “wanderer”) or placed somewhere in their clothing. Made of plastic, it is completely sealed and looks tamper-proof, being about 1-1/2 inches in diameter and about ½ inch thick - with slots on two opposite sides for attaching a strap – possibly one that would have to be cut off to remove the transmitter. This transmitter operates continuously, beeping silently about once a second. Each transmitter is on an individual frequencies in the 215 MHz range and the battery is reported to last a month with longer life battery systems available. 

The receiver/directional finding equipment is compact  - operating on 215 MHz – and consists of a receiver box and a three element hand held beam. 

The receiver box has a convenient strap that can be worn around your neck leaving your hands free to hold the beam and adjust the controls. You could adjust the gain and pitch and add or subtract one stage of attenuation after selecting the one of the individual 215 MHz transmitter frequency you wish to monitoring. We were monitoring a 215.894 MHz transmitter.   The receiver comes equipped with a second set of backup batteries in the hinged cover that can be quickly connected manually to replace the primary batteries built into the receiver. 

The 215 MHz beam is about three feet long and the three elements are no more than three feet in length – very compact when compared to our 2-meter beams. 
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Carl Aveni N1FYZ is shown holding the Care Trak receiver in his lap and holding one of the Care Trak transmitters in his left hand.  
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Joe Serrilla W1JOE is shown with the receiver and beam assembly ready to go.

Starting on the east end of the vast VA Hospital property, Joe Serrilla W1JOE was pointed in the right direction as he moved through the open inner courtyard which was surrounded by buildings and connecting tunnels and headed west toward building 2. Joe Serrilla W1JOE reported that while standing outside the building he could determine the “wanderer” was on an upper floor level as opposed to the ground level. The next step was to ride the elevator and check signal levels at each floor – with signals getting really stronger when the door opened on the floor the “wanderer” was on.

The receiver and beam combination Joe Serrilla W1JOE was using had a range of about one mile. With an outside antenna it was reported that a helicopter with a mag mount would have a range of about 15 miles and could be used to direct the ground troops closer to the Wanderer. Another approach would be to circle the area in a car with a mag mount until to signal is heard. In this case one technique could be to circle the Brockton Hospital VA grounds in a vehicle using the beam or with a mag mount, until we got outside the building with the highest signal strength.  

In the Sunday morning simulated hunt the individual “wanderer” was found in less than 20 minutes by Joe Serrilla W1JOE using the Care Trak” equipment.

 The Fox Box, located nearby, was found by Joe Casieri KA1JBE and Ed Meehan, N1NTZ, who came in second. Bruce Hayden, NI1X, and Roy Logan, KB1CYV, made the top two teams possible by utilizing all the wrong procedures by wandering the complex tunnels connecting buildings, instead of surveying the buildings from the outside first, and then being trapped in the stair wells with locked doors on upper floors and being forcing a retreat to the basement for access to the elevators on the way to Carl Aveni’s N1FYZ office area. 
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Bruce Hayden NI1X and Roy Logan KB1CYV are seen using Roy’s radio shack sniffer and military signal corps “magic wand” 

It was reported that this system is also being promoted to local police departments (Brockton and Bridgewater) as method of tracking and finding lost Alzheimer’s patients. A community based system could be operated with the police owning the directional finding receiver and manning a phone system which would allow them to respond 24 hours a day to phone calls from nursing homes or individual care givers who have discovered a resident has wandered off. 

/EX
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Bob Pratt, KA1DZA

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FYZ

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  WA1GDJ-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf
WARC Web page 
www.qsl.net/wa1npo


ARRL

www.arrl.org
Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 


October, 2000





To:

From:


Massasoit Amateur Radio Association


PO Box 428


Bridgewater, MA  02324








