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MARA Minutes October 19, 2010

18:30 Meeting called to order by Pete N1NVV

Present were:

Loren, N1IQI; Walt, W1WCF; Phil, N1XTB; Steve, N1JFU; Bruce, NI1X; Rick, KB1TEE; Bill, KA1TXK; Jay, N1FDX; Carl, N1FY; Barry, N1EZH; Pete, N1NVV; Clyde, N1BHH; and Bob, N1LCY

Secretary’s Report accepted as printed in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report read by Phil N1XTB was accepted as read.

Repeater Report – functioning as normal.

Pilgrim Drill 8am at EOC  Oct 20th - Nov 16th graded exercise

Anyone know the whereabouts of the coffeepot?

Speakers for next meeting – suggestions welcome

December / January meetings?
Skywarn Appreciation Day – Weather Conference discussion.

Deerfield Nearfest discussion – MIT Flea

7:06 PM Meeting adjourned 

Contrary to rumors which have circulated recently the November meeting of MARA is still scheduled as shown below.

Next Meeting :  November 16, 2010   6:30 pm  at  the  Bridgewater 

Public Library

We will have a short program on the K4M Dxpedition to Midway Atoll

in 2009

I have located some coffee, a coffee pot ,  and all the other necessary

Items to make it drinkable.  We need a person be its caretaker .

No meeting is scheduled for December  and  a Pot Luck Dinner

is in the works for January  similar to what we had last year.

Management of Volunteers in Florida Sparks Comments

Last month we mentioned some of the ways ARES and other emergency 

volunteers are organized in Florida. The November ARES newsletter explains

further what is in place and comments on both sides. Because of its length

It has not been included in this newsletter. Below is a link to the newletter.

http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/ares-el/?issue=2010-11-03
NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2010
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

New England Area   Ham - Electronic  Flea Market  ***  DATES  *** 2010 P 1 of 2

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

2010                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

20 Nov Rockport MA CAARA @PigonCove                Richard KR1G 508 269 4941 A

4 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518 W

2011

19 Feb Marlborough MA AARC @MS $5@9 $20/T@6:30        Tim KA1OS 978 333 0067 F+

20 Feb Westford MA GBARC RadioXLII $12@8 @Regency Antique       866 371 0512 F+

26 Feb Colchester VT HAM-CON @Hampton $8@8 $15@6:30  Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 T

5 Mar Feeding Hills MA MtTARA @TurnverneinClb        Mary N1TOY 413 967 4008  

20 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15        Norm W3IZ 860 584 1403 F+

3 April Framingham MA FARA @KeefeTech $5@9 $25/T      Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012  

16 Ap Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30  Charlie 603 898 4821 F+

17 April Cambridge MA            FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

29,30 April Deerfield NH Nearfest IX @FG             Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T+

30 Ap 1 My Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553  +

14 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FD $6@8 +$6?sp@6        Tom KC2FCP 518 272 1492  +

15 May Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

19 June Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

17 July Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

21 Aug Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

10 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7                Al KA1IEG 518 677 3316  +

18 Sept Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

1 Oct Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30  Charlie 603 898 4821 T+

14,15 Oct Deerfield NH Nearfest X @FG                Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T+

16 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

15,16 Oct Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~  John 781 592 2553  +\

WARC Special Event Station

The Whitman Amateur Radio Club will hold a special event stationcelebrating Thanksgiving at Plimoth Plantation, Warren Ave. Plymouth MA  on November 26th and 27th from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM  They invite all to stop by and visit.

D. W. FIELD  PARK  TRIATHLON  -  BIKE,  BOAT  &  RUNe
SUNDAY,  SEPT. 19,  2010  By: The Bruce NI1X 


The Massasoit Club volunteered to provide communication support for the 6th Annual D. W. Field Park Triathlon that was held on Sunday, September 19, 2010. Carl Aveni N1FY had put out an invitation to all area HAMs to participate. The weather was beautiful and Carl N1FY reported 129 participants registered for this team event.  There was a 14 mile bike race that was followed by 1.7 mile canoe / kayak race that was followed by a 4 mile road race in a beautiful park setting complete with swans and great blue herons nearby. The park was closed to all but race participants and the Avon Police shut off South Street making the race course a safe, closed loop, course. 
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D. W. FIELD  PARK  TRIATHLON  --  RADIO  TEAM  VOLUNTEERS

Shown just before he start of the race where the radio team assembled to get their assignments were Left to Right:  Bob Keene N1LCY, Paul Moss KB1MTW, Carl Aveni N1FY, Paul Burbine N1VTI kneeling, Karen Trask KB1UBX, Bob Loring K1REL, Phil McNamara N1XTB with his son Philip SWL In front, Roy Logan KB1CYV and Bruce Hayden NI1X. Not present when the picture was taken was Allan Cox K1VQ 

and Bob Azanow KA1KIJ. 

[image: image8.jpg]



Bob Halloran - special announcer                                        Bob Azanow
 Steve Prince - Race Director                                                KA1KIJ

                                         Philip SWL      Phil McNamara

Phil  N1XTB’s  8 year old son Philip SWL put in some miles circling the area on his bike and even did a little jogging when the runners came by. Philip SWL had his eye out for the elusive D. W. Field Park alligator


Carl Aveni N1FY was Net Control and was positioned at the Start / Finish line. The other Radio Team volunteers were positioned around the racecourse and passed on progress reports as the participants transitioned from bikes to kayaks to running. Aside from one flat tire there were no incidents to report.  


The first runner finished the course in about 1 ½ hours. There was free pizza as the participants waited for the last two runners who finished to a rousing cheer at the 3 hour mark. At that point Steve Prince, the Race Director, introduced Bob Halloran, a sports caster, and sometimes news anchor for WCVB (channel 5), who read off the list winners as the awards were given out. This event was to benefit for the Brockton Neighborhood Health Center and was held In memory of local runner Dave Regan.

ARRL Field Day: 2010 Results Are Now Online
	


If you can't wait to get your December issue of QST in the mail to see how you did in the 2010 ARRL Field Day, don't worry! The results -- including a copy of the QST article (with line scores) and a results database -- are now available on the ARRL Web site. Be sure to also check out the 193 comments in the Field Day Soapbox. It's not too soon to start making plans for next year -- the 2011 ARRL Field Day is scheduled for June 25-26, 2011.

FCC Issues Report and Order on Vanity and Club Station Call Signs

In November 2009, the FCC issued a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) -- WT Docket No. 09-209 -- seeking to amend the Commission's Amateur Radio Service rules to clarify and codify existing procedures governing the vanity call sign system. The NPRM also sought to revise certain rules applicable to club stations. The ARRL submitted its comments to the FCC on March 26. On Monday, November 8, 2010, the FCC issued a Report and Order (R&O) with its decisions. These new rules will take effect 60 days after publication in the Federal Register.

In the Report and Order, the FCC amended and clarified its rules with respect to Amateur Service vanity call signs “in order to promote processes that are more equitable and administratively efficient.” The FCC has amended its vanity call sign rules to clarify the date on which the call sign associated with a license that is canceled due to the licensee’s death becomes available for reassignment and clarifies the exceptions to the general rule that a call sign is unavailable to the vanity call sign system for two years after the license terminates. As for club stations, the FCC has placed limits on who can file applications on behalf of a club, how many vanity call signs a club can hold and how many clubs can have the same license trustee.

According to the FCC, almost 80,000 licensees have replaced their sequentially issued Amateur Radio call signs with a vanity call sign since the program began in 1996. When the program began, the Commission established what they called “the broad outlines” of the vanity call sign system, concluding that call signs generally should not be available for reassignment for two years following the death of a licensee, or expiration or termination of the license for that call sign. In doing so, the Commission made exceptions for former holders of the call sign, close relatives of a deceased former holder and club stations of which a deceased former holder was a member.

Here are the highlights of the Report and Order (read the complete R&O here):

Availability of Call Signs Assigned to Stations of Deceased Licensees
· The FCC has codified that a signed request for license cancellation accompanied by a copy of a death certificate, an obituary or data from the Social Security Death Index [SSDI] that shows the date of death is necessary to cancel the license of a deceased amateur.

· The FCC clarified the rules to provide that the two year waiting period starts on the licensee’s date of death.

· A call sign that is canceled due to the death of a licensee more than two years earlier, or within 30 days before the second anniversary of the licensee’s death, will remain unavailable to the vanity call sign system for 30 days following the date the staff takes action to cancel the license.

Exceptions to the Two Year Waiting Period
· Former Holders of the Call Sign: A former holder of the call sign is exempt from the general rule that a call sign shown on an expired, surrendered, revoked, set aside, canceled or voided license is unavailable to the vanity call sign system for two years.

· “Close Relatives” of the Licensee: The term “in-law” includes “only a parent, step-parent, sibling, or step-sibling of a licensee’s spouse; and the spouse of a licensee’s sibling, step-sibling, child, or stepchild; or the spouse of a licensee’s spouse’s sibling or step-sibling.” The other “close relatives” are the deceased former holder’s spouse, children, grandchildren, stepchildren, parents, grandparents, stepparents, brothers, sisters, stepbrothers, stepsisters, aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews.

· “In Memoriam” Call Signs: One exception to the two year waiting period applies to licenses for club stations who request the call sign of a deceased licensee when the club station trustee has the written consent of a close relative of the deceased. The FCC codified that the decedent’s club membership need not be current at the time of his or her death, as long as the decedent was a bona fide member of the club at some time during his or her life.

Ineligible Applicants
· When a vanity call sign for which the most recent recipient was ineligible is surrendered, cancelled, revoked or voided, the two year requirement does not apply; however, the call sign will not be made available to the vanity call sign system for 30 days after information regarding the acknowledgement or determination of ineligibility is posted to the license in the Commission’s licensing system.

Other Club Station Licensing Issues
· Club Trustee Issues: Applications requesting a change in trustee are required to include documentation signed by an officer of the club when the application is submitted to the Club Station Call Sign Administrator (CSCSA), in order to “prevent a departing trustee from making off with the club license and call sign or refusing to agree to a change in trustee” and “address instances in which a trustee becomes incapacitated.”

· Class of Trustee: Novice class licensees may now serve as club station trustees, “for frequency and operating privileges are determined solely by the class of operator license held by the control operator, rather than the license held by the club station trustee.” (However, cumbersome identification procedures are required when a control operator is using privileges that exceed those of the station licensee.)

· Limits on Club Station Licenses: Club stations may hold only one vanity call sign, but may hold an unlimited number of sequential call signs. Club stations currently holding more than one vanity call sign may renew or modify their existing station license grants, but not obtain any additional vanity call signs. The prohibition on obtaining additional vanity call signs includes in memoriam call signs formerly assigned to deceased members of the club.

· Who May Serve as Trustee: An individual may be the trustee for only one club station license grant. Individuals who currently serve as trustee for more than one club may continue to serve as trustee of those clubs, but may not be designated the trustee of any additional clubs.

Conforming Rule Changes
· The FCC amended Part 97 to remove obsolete references to Technician Plus class operator licenses, as all Technician Plus class operator licenses have now either expired or been renewed as Technician class operator licenses.

· In 2000, the FCC decided not to renew Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) station licenses Now that the last RACES license has expired, the FCC amended Part 97 to remove references to RACES station licenses.

· The FCC revised Section 97.21 to reference Section 1.949 of the rules that requires that renewal applications be filed no sooner than 90 days prior to expiration of the license.

Proposals Not Adopted
· The FCC chose to not adopt proposals from the ARRL that would have expanded the pool of available call signs and would have limited Group A vanity call signs to United States citizens.

· Also not adopted were proposals from other commenters to limit vanity call signs to the call area of the applicant’s residence and to eliminate the fee to renew a license with a vanity call sign.

This Week on the Radio

This Week on the Radio
This week:
· November 13-14 -- Kentucky QSO Party; WAE DX Contest (RTTY); OK/OM DX Contest (CW)

· November 13-15 -- CQ-WE Contest

· November 14 -- SKCC Weekend Sprint

· November 17 -- QRP Fox Hunt

· November 18 -- NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint

Next week:
· November 19 -- YO International PSK31 Contest; QRP Fox Hunt

· November 20 -- Feld Hell Sprint

· November 20-21 -- LZ DX Contest; All Austrian 160 Meter Contest; RSGB Second 1.8 MHz Contest (CW)

· November 20-22 -- ARRL Sweepstakes Contest (SSB); North American Collegiate ARC Championship (SSB)

· November 21 -- EU PSK63 QSO Party; Homebrew and Oldtime Equipment Party

· November 22 -- Run for the Bacon QRP Contest

· November 24 -- SKCC Sprint; QRP Fox Hunt

DX NEWS

FIJI, 3D2.  Eddie, VK4AN will be QRV as 3D2A from Viti Levu, IOTA

OC-016, until November 14.  Activity is on 160, 80 and 40 meters.

This includes an entry in the CQ WW SSB DX contest.  QSL to home

MADAGASCAR, 5R.  Eric, F6ICX will be QRV as 5R8IC from Saint Marie,

IOTA AF-090, from November 15 to December 18.  Activity will be

holiday style on 20 to 10 meters using CW, RTTY and PSK63.  QSL to

home call.

WESTERN SAMOA, 5W.  John, VK2ZKY is QRV as 5W0KY until November 21.

Activity is on the HF bands.  QSL to home call.

UGANDA, 5X.  Alan, G3XAQ will be QRV as 5X1XA from Kampala from

November 14 to December 1.  Activity is on the HF bands using only

CW.  This includes an entry in the upcoming CQ WW DX CW contest.

QSL via G3SWH.

SIERRA LEONE, 9L.  Karl, DK2WV and Heino, DJ9AF are QRV as 9L0W from

the Banana Islands, IOTA AF-037, until November 18.  QSL via DK2WV.

THE GAMBIA, C5.  Members of the OM0C Contest Crew will be QRV as

C50C and C52C from November 17 to 30.  They will be active on 160 to

10 meters using CW and SSB with six stations active simultaneously.

This includes being active as C5A in the upcoming CQ WW DX CW

contest.  QSL all calls via OM2FY.

PORTUGAL, CT.  Members from the Algarve STAR DX Team will be QRV as

CR6A from Sardao Lighthouse on November 13 and 14.  They will be QRV

on 80 to 15 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  This includes an entry

in the Worked All Europe RTTY contest.  QSL via CT1GFK.

BALEARIC ISLANDS, EA6.  Peter, G3TKK is QRV as EA6/home call until

November 14.  Activity is holiday style on the HF bands using CW,

RTTY and BPSK.  QSL to home call.

GUERNSEY, GU.  Operators F4EGD, F4ERS, F5CWU and F5NHJ are QRV as

GU/home calls until November 19.  Activity is on 160 to 10 meters

using all modes with three stations active simultaneously.  QSL to

home calls.

PERU, OA.  Hans, OE3NHW is QRV as OA6/home call from Arequipa until

mid March 2011.  Activity is on 40 to 15 meters using mostly CW,

RTTY and PSK at various times.  He may also be active as OA4/home

call from Lima.  QSL to home call.

ST. EUSTATIUS, PJ5.  Operators SP6IXF and SP6EQZ will be QRV as

PJ5/home calls from November 18 to December 3.  Activity will be on

all HF bands using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL to home calls.

CAMEROON, TJ.  Henri, F6EAY is QRV as TJ3AY while on work

assignment.  He is active on 40 to 6 meters using SSB and RTTY in

his spare time.  QSL via F5LGE.

MACQUARIE ISLAND, VK0.  Kevin, VK4KEV is QRV as VK0KEV for about

eighteen months while on work assignment.  Activity is on 40 and 20

meters using SSB and digital modes in his spare time.  QSL to the

new QSL manager JE1LET.

INDIA, VU.  Special event station AU19P will be QRV from Pollachi

city on November 13 and 14 during Hamfest India.  QSL via operators'

instructions.

MEXICO, XE.  Operators Manuel, XE2HUQ and Tony, XE2HVF will be QRV

as XF1HUQ and XF1HVF, respectively, from Magdalena Island, IOTA

NA-078, from November 18 to 22.  Activity will be on 80 to 10 meters

using CW and SSB.  QSL to home calls.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
Bridge APRS Node 145.09  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4

Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

DX Clusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor    maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 8:00PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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