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Founded February 6, 1962

November 2009

Volume 48 Issue 10
Secretary’s Report

20:00 Meeting called to order by Pete, N1NVV

Introductions - Present were: Phil, N1XTB; Pete, N1VV; Carl, N1FY; Roy, KB1CYV; Bruce, NI1X; Jeff, N1ZZN; Barry, N1EZH; Alan, N1MXH; Loren, N1IQI; and Bob, N1LCY

Secretary’s Report accepted as published the new letter.

Treasurer’s Report accepted as read.

Repeater Report  - possible dropout on  147.18 (45 watts) and 444.55 (10 watts)

Accepted as presented.

Discussed  acceptable meeting spaces

SE Weather Conference in Brookline Dexter School  

Sykwarn  meetings Dec 4th  

Desktop Drill in November

Inventory of Radio equipment in the works

Hospital groups – discussion 

Skywarn training classes 

National Weather Open House 2010

Be on the air at Skywarn Activations – just let us know you are there.

Whitman ARC 146.535 Fox Hunt Saturday 10am Halifax Pembroke Kingston

Tape Measure beam project in the WARC

VE Session Wed at Middleboro

Holiday Dinner discussion – possibly after the 1st of 2010

20:35 Meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Keene, N1LCY – MARA Secretary

.

Notes From The Field
Next Meeting :    November 17, 2009  8:00 pm  at the EOC
 Important Desktop Drill  in December

A desktop drill will take place on December 7, 2009, from 6:00 to 9:00 pm at the EOC.  All MARA members are asked to participate if possible as the greater 
the participation  the greater the benefit to the club.

Mish Michaels Presentation on Tornado Research
The Massasoit Amateur Radio Association and the Whitman Amateur Radio Club will be co-sponsoring a Skywarn presentation by meteorologist Mish Michaels (formerly from WBZ) on Wednesday November 18th, 2009 at 7:00pm at the
Whitman-Hanson Regional High School on Route 27 in Whitman. Mish has indicated that she will be discussing her recent research on tornadoes in New England. While there will be NO CHARGE for this event, seating is limited. Therefore we are requesting that if you are planning on attending, please pre-register with NWS Taunton Assistant SKYWARN Coordinator Carl
Aveni-N1FY at caave@peoplepc.com as he is tracking a list for pre-registration. In addition, there will be other events going on at the school that same night so parking may be an issue. The Whitman and Massasoit Amateur Radio
Clubs ask that you carpool if you can.
For Sale
Hand Held GPS
Magellan Meridian Roadmate- Color
Production date – approx. 2002

Accessories  Included:
External Antenna 
External DC power/data cable
Manual with 3 data CD's

Travel Case 


Donated to MARA by Carl Aveni N1FY for the club to raise funds
Reasonable offers for the unit are accepted
Contact Phil N1XTB if you are interested
n1xtb@powersrvcs.com
FCC Issues Public Notice on Amateur Service Communication During Government Disaster Drills

On October 20, 2009, the FCC released a Public Notice clarifying the Commission's rules relating to the use of Amateur Radio by licensed amateurs participating in drills and exercises on behalf of their employers. Entitled Amateur Service Communications During Government Disaster Drills, the Public Notice addresses participation by paid employees of organizations taking part in drills.

The Public Notice -- DA 09-2259 -- affirms that the Commission's rules "specifically prohibit amateur stations from transmitting communications 'in which the station licensee or control operator has a pecuniary interest, including communications on behalf of an employer.'" ARRL Regulatory Information Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, said that "This Public Notice is intended to clarify a difficult issue. A wide range of unofficial -- and frankly some incorrect -- interpretations have been offered on this topic in various public forums recently. DA 09-2259 is the official FCC notice on this issue. Though issued jointly by the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB), the Enforcement Bureau (EB) and the Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau (PSHSB) under delegated authority from the Commission, the Notice makes it clear that WTB is the Bureau at the FCC with jurisdiction over the Amateur Radio Service rules and their interpretation."

The Public Notice states that, in order to facilitate participation by employees who wish to engage in government-sponsored drills and emergency exercises on behalf of their employers, a waiver can be requested from the WTB by the government agency sponsoring the drill or exercise (and not by the individual who wishes to participate in the drill or exercise). The government entity conducting the drill must include in its waiver application the following information:

· When and where the drill will take place,

· Identification of the amateur licensees expected to transmit amateur communications on behalf of their employer,

· Identification of the employer(s) on whose behalf the amateur(s) will be transmitting, and

· A brief description of the drill. 

"It should be noted," Henderson said, "that the waiver request must be filed and acted upon in advance of the drill. The waiver must be actually granted by the Commission before the amateurs participate in the drill. It is not enough to apply -- the waiver must be granted first."

Henderson added that the Public Notice also emphasizes that in an actual emergency, the Part 97 rules "provide that an amateur station may use any means of radiocommunication at its disposal to provide essential communication needs in connection with the immediate safety of human life and the immediate protection of property when normal communications systems are not available." In those specific circumstances, the rule waiver is not necessary.

Government entities requesting a waiver for their emergency/disaster drill should submit a written request addressing the factors listed above to Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, 445 12th St SW, Washington, DC 20554, Attn: Scot Stone.

A waiver is needed only for those licensees transmitting messages on behalf of their employer during the State and local government public safety agency's "occasionally conducted emergency preparedness or disaster drills test or drill." This may, after analysis, turn out to be very few licenses or, by rearranging functions of participants, a waiver may not be needed. The Commission has also emphasized that only governmental agencies may apply for a waiver.

In September, the ARRL released guidelines that address numerous aspects of the issue of business communications in the Amateur Service.

HR 2160 Gains More Cosponsors
Earlier this week, two more Congressional Representatives -- Andre Carson (D-IN-7), and C.W. Bill Young (R-FL-10) -- pledged their support for HR 2160, The Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Enhancement Act of 2009, bringing the total number of cosponsors to 31, including original sponsor Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX-18). HR 2160 is also sponsored by W. Todd Akin (R-MO-2), Michael Arcuri (D-NY-24), Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD-6), John Boozman (R-AR-3), Madeleine Bordallo (D-Guam), Geoff Davis (R-KY-4), Bob Filner (D-CA-51), Scott Garrett (R-NJ-5), Bart Gordon (D-TN-6), Brett Guthrie (R-KY-02), Maurice Hinchey (D-NY-22), Michael Honda (D-CA-15), Mary Jo Kilroy (D-OH-15), Tom Latham (R-IA-4), Zoe Lofgren (D-CA-16), Blaine Luetkemeyer (R-MO-9), Thaddeus McCotter (R-MI-11), Charlie Melancon (D-LA-3), Candice Miller (R-MI-10), Dennis Moore (D-KS-3), John Olver (D-MA-1), Bill Posey (R-FL-15), Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA-46), Bennie Thompson (D-MS-2), Michael Turner (R-OH-3), Peter Welch (D-VT), David Wu (D-OR-1) and Don Young (R-AK). On the Senate side of Capitol Hill, S 1755 -- also called The Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Enhancement Act of 2009 -- cleared the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee with a favorable recommendation by voice vote. It now proceeds to committee staff to prepare the report for the full Senate. Click here for information on how to encourage your Congressional representative to sponsor HR 2160.

SumbandilaSat Now OSCAR 67

The South African Amateur Radio satellite SumbandilaSat has been officially designated SumbandilaSat-OSCAR 67, or simply OSCAR 67. Last weekend, the satellite was successfully activated and tested with a number of contacts made through its transponder, but it is not yet open for routine use. The satellite was launched from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on September 17. The main payload is a multi-spectral imager, but the satellite also carries an Amateur Radio component consisting of a 2 meter/70 cm FM repeater. After SumbandilaSat is fully commissioned, the repeater will be activated with an uplink at 145.880 MHz and a downlink at 435.350 MHz; there will also be a voice beacon at 435.300 MHz. The transponder mode will be controlled by a CTCSS tone on the uplink frequency. SumbandilaSat was sponsored by the Department of Science and Technology and was built at SunSpace in cooperation with the Stellenbosch University. In addition to the SA-AMSAT amateur module, the satellite carries Stellenbosch University' s radiation experiment and software defined radio (SDR) project, an experiment from Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University and a VLF radio module from the University of KwaZulu-Natal.

ARRL Sweepstakes Takes to the Phone Bands Next Weekend

The SSB portion of the ARRL November Sweepstakes -- the premier domestic HF contest -- takes place next weekend, running 2100 UTC Saturday, November 21 to 0300 Monday, November 23 (or 4 PM Saturday to 10 PM Sunday EST). According to ARRL Contest Branch Manager Sean Kutzko, KX9X, the event -- first called "The January Contest" -- started back in 1929 as a competition for handling formal traffic messages. "Sweepstakes is one of the oldest traditions in Amateur Radio," Kutzko said. "The contest exchange contains more elements than usual, an homage to traffic-handling. If you have never participated in Sweepstakes, you are really missing out on some serious fun!"

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2009- 2010
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

                November 7, 2009 update

2009
14 Nov Rockport MA CAARA @PidgeonCove $5@9 $15@7    

  Dick KR1G 508 269 4941  

5 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor      

   John 860 673 0518 W

2010                                                    Contact          


Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

13 Feb Marlboro MA AARC @MiddleSc $5@9 $20/T@6:30     

Tim KA1OS 978 333 1329 

27 Feb Colchester VT HAM-CON @Hampton $8@8 $15@6:30  

Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 
28 Feb Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevittHal $6@9 $20@7 

             Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937

20 Mar Pomfret CT ECARA                             


                   Paul KE1LI 860 928 2456 
21 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15        

Norm W3IZ 860 584 1403 
10 Apr Middletown NY OCARC @Wallkill ComCtr         

               Bruce K2ULZ 845 562 4226 
17 April Lindenhurst NY GSBARC @FiremanPk           

                John W2HCB 631 669 6321 
17-18 Apr Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr

               ~photo~  John 781 592 2553 
18 April    Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT      Third Sunday April thru October                 Nick 617 253 3776 
25 April Unionvale NY MtBeaconARC @TymorPk            


   Jim K2JIM 845 427 2702 
30 April 1 May Deerfield NH Nearfest @FG     


Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235
8 May Rensselaer NY EGARA @FireCo        


           Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1494 

16 May       Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT   


              Nick 617 253 3776
5 June Rochester NY RARA                     



  Duane K2SI 585 594 4945 
20 June      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT     


              Nick 617 253 3776 
18 July      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT   
 


              Nick 617 253 3776

15 August    Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT     


              Nick 617 253 3776 
27-29 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Convention          


Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 
11 Sept Windsor ME AARA @FG $5@8            


     Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075 
19 Sept      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT     


              Nick 617 253 3776 
25-26 Sep Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr 

                ~photo~  John 781 592 2553 
10 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9     

                  John N1GNV 203 440 4468  

17 October   Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT       


              Nick 617 253 3776 
30 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10


           Darryl 860 443 7799 
5 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM  

               Jim 413 245 3228 

6 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7   

           Ralph 508 548 0422

DX NEWS
SENEGAL, 6W.  Stan, EI6DX will be QRV as 6W/home call from Somone
from November 7 to 16.  Activity will be on the low HF bands using
CW.  This includes being an entry in the upcoming Japan DX contest.
QSL via RX3RC.

LIBERIA, EL.  Chris, ZS6RI plans to be QRV as EL8RI for about one to
two months.  Activity will be mainly on 40, 30 and 20 meters running
QRP power.  QSL to home call.

CHESTERFIELD ISLAND, FK.  Tomi, HA7RY and George, AA7JV are QRV as
TX3A until December 6.  Activity is on all HF bands with an emphasis
on the low bands.  QSL via HA7RY.

THAILAND, HS.  Thailand's National Telecommunications Commission has
approved a request by the Radio Amateur Society of Thailand to
expand 40 meters.  Effective November 6, E2 and HS stations will
have primary use of 7.0 to 7.2 MHz.

BONAIRE, CURACAO, PJ2.  After his Galapagos operation, Mike, DF8AN
will be QRV as PJ4/home call from Bonaire, IOTA SA-006, from
November 7 to 16.  Activity will be on all bands using mostly CW.
QSL direct to home call.

BRAZIL, PY.  Special event callsign PW2SIDC is QRV until November 22
from several Brazilian states, including Fernando de Noronha, to
mark an international conference for civil defense to be held in Sao
Paulo.  QSL via PS7YL.

WEST KIRIBATI, T30.  David, N1EMC and Mike, N1IW will be QRV as
T30KI and T30IW, respectively, from Abatao Islet, IOTA OC-017, on
the Tarawa atoll from November 10 to 16.  Activity will be on 60 to
6 meters using CW and SSB.  QSL both calls via N1EMC.

TUNISIA, 3V.  Alex, GM0DHZ will be here beginning November 16 for

five weeks.  He plans to operate using CW from the 3V8SS club

station during the weekends.  QSL via operator's instructions.

MADAGASCAR, 5R.  Eric, F6ICX will be QRV as 5R8IC from St. Marie

Island, IOTA AF-090, from November 17 to December 15.  Activity will

be on 80 to 10 meters.  QSL to home call.

SAMOA, 5W.  A group of operators are QRV as 5W0AP, 5W0CF, 5W0WL,

5W0IW and 5W0JC from Upolu, IOTA OC-097, until November 18.

Activity is on 160 to 17 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK.  QSL

via operators' instructions.

GHANA, 9G.  A group of operators are QRV as 9G5TT from Busua Beach

in western Ghana until November 27.  This includes activity as 9G5XX

from Abokwa Island, IOTA AF-084.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters,

with 20 meters only on Abokwa Island.  QSL direct via I2YSB.

ANGOLA, D2.  Paulo, CT1ITZ is QRV as D2CQ from Porto Amboimi until

November 29.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters using SSB.  QSL via

CT1IUA.

COMORO ISLANDS, D6.  Sam, F6AML, will be QRV as D68F from November

13 to 23.  Activity will be on 160 to 10 meters using CW and SSB.

QSL to home call.

SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, E5.  Henrik, OZ6TL is QSL as E51TLA from

Rarotonga, IOTA OC-013, until November 24.  Activity is holiday

style on the HF bands.  Of late he has been active on 20 meters

using RTTY.  QSL to home call.

CANARY ISLANDS, EA8.  Members of the Teide DX Group will be QRV as

EF8BFH on Tenerife Island, IOTA AF-004, from the Punta del Hidalgo

Lighthouse, ARLHS CAI-035, on November 14 and 15 in celebration of

the lighthouse's 15 years of operation.  Activity will be on the HF

bands, including 6 and 2 meters and 70 cm, using CW, SSB and various

digital modes.  QSL via EA8NQ.

MOLDOVA, ER.  In celebration of 650 years since Moldova became an

independent principality in 1359,  special event stations ER650M and

ER650MD are QRV until the end of November.  QSL ER650M via ER1DA and

ER650MD via ER4DX.

ITALY, I.  Special event station II0TRM is active in commemoration

of the 70th anniversary of the Morse Code receiving speed record of

Theodore R. McElroy, W1JYN.  QSL via bureau.

ANTARCTICA.  Bill, K7MT will be QRV as KC4USV from McMurdo Base,

IOTA AN-011, from November 15 to February 20.  Activity is mainly on

20 meters using CW, SSB and PSK31.  QSL via K1IED.

NETHERLANDS, PA.  Special event station PC60TROLLEY will be QRV from

November 17 to December 15 in celebration of the 60th anniversary of

trolley buses in Arnhem.  Activity will be on the HF bands using CW,

SSB and digital modes.  QSL via PA0FAW.

BRAZIL, PY.  A group of operators are QRV as PW6C from Coroa

Vermelha, IOTA SA-062, until November 16.  QSL via K9AJ.

PALAU, T8.  Jun, JJ1BMB is QRV as T88AA until November 22.  Activity

is on 80 to 10 meters using CW and SSB in his spare time.  QSL to

home call.

BRUNEI, V8.  Hans, SM3TLG will be QRV as V88/home call from November

16 to 20.  Activity will be on all HF bands using CW and SSB.  QSL

to home call.

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS, VP2V.  Gerd, DL7VOG will be QRV as VP2V/home

call from Anegada Island, IOTA NA-023, from November 15 to December

2.  Activity is on all bands using mostly CW and RTTY.  QSL to home

call.

FALKLAND ISLANDS.  Members of the Uruguay DX Group will be QRV from

Port Stanley from November 14 to 21.  They will be active as VP8BUG

using CW and digital modes and VP8BUH using SSB, respectively.

Activity will be on all HF bands.  QSL via EB7DX.

SOUTH GEORGIA ISLAND, VP8.  Lars is QRV as VP8DIF until November 16.

Lately he has been active on 30 meters using CW and RTTY.  QSL via

DJ9ZB.

VIET NAM, XV.  Retu, OH4MDY and Henry, OH3JR are QRV as XV2RZ and

XV2JR, respectively, until December 7.  Activity is on all HF bands

using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL both calls direct via OH4MDY.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 8:00PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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