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Secretary’s Report

Minutes for MARA meeting Oct 2008

Meeting called to order at 8 PM by President Pete N1NVV

Present were:

Phil N1XTB

Walt W1WCF

Pete N1NVV

Carl N1FY 

The Bruce NI1X 

Loren
N1IQI

Jeff N1ZZN 

Barry N1EZH

Alan N1MXH

Roy KB1CYV

Secretary’s Report accepted as printed in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report read and accepted. 

Repeater Report – Jeff N1ZZN reported that the controller currently installed is a keeper.  He plans a trip for final tweaks at some point.  It was unsure until recently whether this controller was going to be swapped again by N1UEC for a repaired unit from Arcom. Jeff said he did not have current status on Steve N1JFU’s efforts to get a quote on a new Kenwood repeater radio. Phil N1XTB mentioned some recent instances of noise on the .18 machine (later determined to be antenna problem/local noise in car while mobile)

Discussion of club annual dinner party.  Fireside worked out well last year.  Phil will contact Fireside and set up a party reservation in lieu of the January 09 club meeting. Whitman club will also be invited. Discussion of joint fox hunt with WARC.  Next foxhunt is scheduled for Nov 8.  That date will also be the Falmouth club flea market at the Upper Cape Regional School on the canal road. Also discussion of a joint WARC meeting at some point with a speaker.

.

Carl N1FY summarized his efforts with the town of Bridgewater for NIMS training compliance.  He trained the highway department on ICS-100.  He also participated in a “Skywarn Process” meeting with NWS Taunton management.  He will be attending a meeting of all meteorologists on 29 Oct.  NWS is looking at a open house in summer 2009 or more likely 2010.  Skywarn recognition day is coming in December.  Rob Macedo will send out notices. Carl is having discussions with South Shore hospital in Weymouth. They are interested in radio emcomm capability.

Skywarn training at Mansfield EMA -- Thursday November 13, 2008    7:00 p.m. thru 9:30 p.m.  There is a potential CPR/ AED training session to be sponsored by Carver EMA in the Nov 08 to Jan 09 timeframe.  5 attendees showed interest with a show of hands

Business Meeting was adjourned at 8:57 PM.

Phil McNamara

Substituting for N1LCY

MARA  members offer  their condolences to Paul Burbine  N1VTI and his family.

Paul’s father Thomas  passed away  on October 29.

Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on November 18, 2008 at the EOC.

Net operators are needed for the Tuesday & Saturday night nets. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NVV

SATELLITE SERVING AS VOICE REPEATER EXPECTED TO GO QRT BY END OF 2008 

Launched in January 1990, AMSAT-OSCAR 16 (AO-16) -- a digital satellite

-- has been operating as a voice repeater since January 2008, using FM

voice on the uplink and transmitting DSB voice on the downlink (best

received on SSB) <http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2008/01/23/100/>. But

according to the satellite's command team, the satellite's orbit might

force this to end sometime before the end of the year.

According to Mark Hammond, N8MH, a member of the AO-16 command team,

AO-16 has a hardware/watchdog timer that resets the satellite and shuts

the transmitter down. This timer in AO-16 will fire -- and cannot be

reset -- when the satellite's temperature is 15 degrees Celsius or

cooler. When the timer "fires," it shuts down the transmitter. "When the

bird's temperature is more than 15 degrees Celsius," Hammond said, "the

hardware timer behaves and continuous operations are sustained."

The satellite's temperature depends upon solar illumination. Hammond

said that the "magic number" is around 85 percent of the orbit in

sunlight: If the orbit provides AO-16 with less than 85 percent

illumination, the spacecraft's temperature falls below 15 degrees and

the hardware timer fires. "Illumination projections, as well as

subsequent temperature predictions, suggest that we might be able to

sustain operations until sometime in the window of November 22 until

December 4, 2008," Hammond predicted. "So if you want to make some AO-16

contacts, you had better get them as soon as possible!"

Hammond said that long term-orbital projections suggest that if the

satellite hardware remains fundamentally unchanged -- such as no

deterioration of on-board components -- "it will be nearly 10 years

before AO-16 receives sufficient illumination to warm up the spacecraft

enough to again support sustained operations."

SKYWARN RECOGNITION DAY SET FOR DECEMBER 6 
 
The 10th Annual SKYWARN Recognition Day (SRD) Special Event will take
place Saturday, December 6, 2008 <http://hamradio.noaa.gov/>. SRD is
co-sponsored by the ARRL and the National Weather Service (NWS) as a way
to recognize the commitment made by Amateur Radio operators in helping
to keep their communities safe. According to SRD Coordinator David
Floyd, N5DBZ, Amateur Radio operators can visit their local
participating NWS office 
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/hamradio/participating_offices.php, working as
a team to contact other hams across the world throughout the 24 hour event.

2008 SKYWARN Recognition Day will be held on December 6 from 0000
UTC-2400 UTC. Last year, contacts were made in all 50 states and 40
countries during the 24 hour event. If you haven't joined in the fun,
make 2008 your year to do so!

ARRL VEC ANNOUNCES EXAM FEE INCREASE 
 
On November 6, The ARRL VEC <http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/> announced
that as of January 1, 2009, the fee to take an ARRL Volunteer Examiner
(VE)-administered Amateur Radio license exam will increase by $1, from
$14 to $15. According to ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, ARRL VE
teams may retain up to $7 of this fee to directly reimburse their teams'
out-of-pocket examination expenses; currently, VE teams keep $6. This is
the first time in four years that the examination fee has been adjusted.

OHIO HAMS DISCOVER, FIX "DITTERS" ON 40 METERS 
 
Silent since the summer of 2000, "ditters" have been heard once again
<http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2000/07/28/2/> on 40 meters by hams in
North Carolina. According to ARRL Field and Regulatory Correspondent
Chuck Skolaut, K0BOG, hams in that state contacted him on October 22
complaining of hearing a continuous string of "dits" on 7.0574 MHz. "We
informed the FCC HFDFing station of the situation and asked if they
could locate the approximate area of the 'dits' so we could get this
resolved as soon as possible," Skolaut said. "They responded promptly
and said it was coming from Westerville, a town just north of Columbus,
Ohio."
 
Once the general location had been pinpointed, Skolaut called on ARRL
Ohio Section Official Observer Coordinator Rick Swain, KK8O for
assistance. Swain immediately alerted his team of Official Observers
(OO) to check out the situation. "Neither I nor the OOs could hear the
transmitter," Swain said in his report. "In a telephone conversation
with one of the OOs near the target area, he suddenly stated that he
could hear it, but that the signal was at the noise level, about S2 to
S3. At just about the same time, I could hear it as well at my location
[about 50 miles from the target area] -- just above the noise level --
for about five or ten seconds, then it disappeared."
 
Swain also placed a call to Assistant Section Manager Bill Carpenter,
AA8EY. "Bill lives within the target area. I briefed him on the
situation and he went right to his station," Swain said. "Bill checked
the frequency and told me he was hearing [the 'dits'] at about S9. He
said he thought he might know who it could be and that would make some
calls."
 
Around 7:30 AM on October 23, Swain checked the frequency and found no
signal. "I assumed that either Bill had found the transmitter or the
owner came home, found it transmitting and turned it off," he said.
"Later that morning, Bill sent me an e-mail saying that the signal was
back on and about S7. I called Bill's house and left a message telling
him I was on my way to Westerville to track down the signal. If he
wanted to ride along with me while I looked for it, he was more than
welcome to come." Skolaut said the signal was also heard in Newington
that day.
 
When Swain arrived in Westerville, he had a list of the names and
addresses of 172 licensees in the area, as well as a general idea of
where the signal should be, based on the data from the FCC's HFDFing
station. He also had his HF radio, an all-band screwdriver antenna, a
GPS receiver and a VHF radio for information and directions.
 
"I drove around the area checking the signal and noted that it was about
S9 and climbing," Swain said. He and Carpenter met up and continued the
search together. About 15 minutes later -- with Swain driving and
Carpenter giving directions -- "we noted that the signal was 30 over S9
and Bill had me make a left turn at the next street, saying that there
was an address on the list we should check out. We stopped at that
address, but no luck."
 
Swain said he then injected 30 dB of attenuation and continued to drive
in the same direction: "The signal was now reading 20 dB over S9 with
the attenuator still on. We turned down the next street and the signal
rose another 20 dB. I pulled into a parking lot and made a 360-degree
turn as to determine the signal's direction. The turn indicated that we
should proceed to a newly constructed housing area adjacent to the
parking lot."
 
Swain and Carpenter then made their way over to the housing development
and found that signal peaked. "Bill checked the list and found a ham
lived on the street we were on, so we stopped and knocked on the door,
but no one answered," Swain said. "We checked out the backyard and saw a
4-band trapped vertical antenna. We went next door and spoke to the
neighbor and told him who we were and what we were trying to do."
 
With help from the neighbor, Swain contacted the ham at work and
explained the situation. The ham told the neighbor how to get in the
house and where they would find the transmitter. "We went in, found the
transmitter in operation and turned it off," Swain said. "I noticed the
ham had a large cat lounging near the transmitter and assumed the cat
could have leaned up against the keyer paddle and started the
transmitter. No other explanation could be possible without the owner
hearing the transmit relay clicking."
 
When Swain and Carpenter left the house, they listened to the receiver
and discovered the signal had disappeared.
 
"This was a great example of coordinated cooperation by the FCC and OOs
to resolve a problem in a timely fashion," Skolaut said. "The DFing
station told us that hopefully the OOs could handle it as the FCC
District Office was unable to work on the case at this time."
 
Calling this a "splendid example of cooperation," ARRL Great Lakes
Division Director Jim Weaver, K8JE, echoed Skolaut's praise: "I believe
the response to the situation was as fine an example of symbiotic
relationship between member-staff-FCC-staff-field organization as one
might find. Extremely well done by all hands."


NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2008
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

November 2008                                                    

Contact          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                 

 
6 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @7AM Indoors John 860 673 0518 

2009 

31 Jan Chelsea ME AARA @Crystal Falls Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075 
 
14 Feb Marlboro MA AARC @Interm Sch $5@9 +15/T@7 Tim KA1OS 978 333 1715 W
 
28 Feb Milton VT RANV @HS $5 Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 
 
15 Feb Westford MA Radio 40 Antique @Regency $11@8 Cindie ARC 866 371 0512 T 
 
22 March Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6 Chet KA1ILH 860 628 9346 
 
28 Mar Middletown NY OCARC @Wallkill ComCtr Donald AA2DS 845 342 2056 A+
 
29 March Framingham MA FARA @KeefeSch $25/T@7:30 Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012 
 
18 Apr Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $10@7:30$3@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F+

19 April Cambridge MA               
Third Sunday April thru October 
 
26 April Lindenhurst NY GSBARC Walter KA1RGI 631 957 0218 W
 
26 April Lagrangeville NY MtBARC @Tymor Pk James K2JIM 845 427 2702 A+
 
9 May Lindenhurst NY GSBARC John W2HCB 631 669 6321 A+
 
9 May Rensselaer NY EGARA Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1498 A+


17 May Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F+
  
29,30 May Rochester NY RARA Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 W+
 
21 June Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F
 
19 July Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F
DX NEWS
 

FRANCE, F. Special event station TM90AA is QRV until November 21 in
celebration of the 90th anniversary of the end of World War One.
Activity is on all bands. QSL via F4FIU.

GRENADA, J3. DL7CM and DM2AYO are QRV as J3/homecalls until
November 25. Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and
PSK with both stations active simultaneously. QSL to home calls.

LEBANON, OD. Jean, ON4JM is QRV as OD5/ON4JM until the end of
December while here with the United Nations. QSL to home call.

ANTARCTICA. Joel, ON5XX will be QRV as OP0DL from Patriot Hills
until around December 25 while on work assignment. QSL to home
call.

BRUNEI, V8. Ian, G3YBY will be QRV as V8FKT from November 9 to 21.
Activity will be on 40 to 15 meters using mainly SSB and RTTY. QSL
to home call.

MADAGASCAR, 5R.  Eric, F6ICX, will be QRV as 5R8IC from Boraha

Island, IOTA AF-090, from November 18 to December 14.  Activity will

be on 30 to 10 meters using CW and SSB.  QSL to home call.

SENEGAL, 6W.  During his time in Western Africa, Peter, HA3AUI will

be QRV as 6W2SC from November 15 to March 31, 2009.  Activity will

be on 160 to 10 meters using mostly digital modes, but with some CW

and SSB as well.  QSL direct to home call.

WEST MALAYSIA, 9M2.  Rich, PA0RRS will be QRV as 9M2MRS from Penang,

IOTA AS-015, from November 17 to February 6, 2009.  QSL to home

call.

TONGA, A3.  Operators Nob, JA2AAU, Yoshi, JA2AIC, Iwao, JA2LSS, Iku,

JA2ATE and Mori, JA2ZS are QRV as A35AU, A35IC, A35SS, A35TE and

A35ZS, respectively, from Nuku'alofa Island, IOTA OC-049, until

November 16.  Activity is on all bands and modes.  QSL to home

calls.

MOZAMBIQUE, C9.  Igor, UY5LW is QRV as C91LW until December 2.

Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using CW, SSB and various digital

modes.  This includes an entry in the upcoming CQ WW CW contest as a

single band entry.  QSL to home call.

URUGUAY, CX.  Members of the Sacramento de Colonia Radio Club will

be QRV as CX1F from San Gabriel Island, IOTA SA-057, on November 15

and 16.  Activity will be on all HF bands and modes.  QSL via

operators' instructions.

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA, E7.  Special event station E760DPR is active

until December 31 to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Radio

Club Trebinje.  QSL via E73DPR.

ENGLAND, G.  Special event station GB70RAF is QRV from Shaftesbury,

Dorset until December 11 to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the

Royal Air Force Amateur Radio Society.  Activity is on 80 to 10

meters using CW and SSB.  QSL via bureau.

SAN ANDRES AND PROVIDENCIA, HK0.  Operators AA7JV, HA7RY, HA8MT and

HK3JJH will be QRV as 5K0T and HK0/HK3JJH from Serrana Bank and

Roncador Cays, IOTA NA-133, from November 18 to 21.  Activity will

be on 160 to 6 meters.  QSL 5K0T via HA7RY and HK0/HK3JJH via

operators' instructions.

GUINEA BISSAU, J5.  During his time in Western Africa, Peter, HA3AUI

will be QRV as J5UAP from November 15 to March 31, 2009.  Activity

will be on 160 to 10 meters using mostly digital modes, but with

some CW and SSB as well.  QSL direct to home call.

PERU, OA.  Operators Rene, DL2JRM, Daniel, DL5YWM and Jorge, OA4BHY

are QRV as OA4BHY/2 from Guanape Sur Island, IOTA SA-075, until

November 17.  In their spare time they are also active as

OA4/homecalls.  Activity is on the lower HF bands.  They may also be

active from Lighthouse ARLHS PER-007.  QSL OA4BHY/2 via DL2JRM and

all others to home calls.

ANTARCTICA.  Alex, RV1ZC is QRV as R1ANC from the Russian Vostok

base.  Activity is on several HF bands using CW, SSB and various

digital modes.  QSL via RN1ON.

CENTRAL KIRIBATI, T31.  Toshi, JA8BMK will be QRV as T31DX from

Canton Island from November 16 to 26.  Activity will be on 160 to 10

meters using CW and SSB.  QSL direct to home call.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, TL.  Padre, TL8PRV has been active on 20

meters around 0630z.  QSL via IN3EYY.

INDIA, VU.  To commemorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of

Indian scientist Jagadish Chandra Bose, known as the father of radio

communication in India, look for special call AU2JCB to be active

from November 15 to December 8.  Activity will be on al bands and

modes.  QSL direct via VU2SMN.

ASCENSION ISLAND, ZD8.  Ernie, W1MRQ is QRV as ZD8B until late

December.  He is active on 2 meters EME.  QSL via K1CA.

OPERATIONS APPROVED FOR DXCC CREDIT.  The following operations are

approved for DXCC credit:  Lakshadweep Islands, VU7SJ, 2008

operation; Sable Island, CY0X, 2008 operation.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The ARRL SSB Sweepstakes Contest, ARRL

EME Contest, NCCC Sprint, JT Hamradio-50 Anniversary DX Contest,

SARL Field Day Contest, All Austrian 160-Meter CW Contest, Feld Hell

Sprint, RSGB 2nd 1.8 MHz CW Contest, North American Collegiate ARC

SSB Championship, EU PSK63 QSO Party will certainly keep contesters

busy this weekend.  The Run for the Bacon QRP CW Contest is

scheduled for November 17.  Please see November QST, page 86, and

the ARRL and WA7BNM contest web sites for details.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen
President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com for an appointment. Walk-ins are no longer permitted.
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