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Secretary’s Report

Oct 16, 2007

Meeting called to order by Carl – N1FY

Members present were: 

Carl, N1FY; Loren, N1IQI; Pete N1NVV; Don, K1DC; Bob, K1REL; Phil, N1XTB; Leo, WB1EZC; Roy, KB1CYV; Barry, N1EZH; David, WA1UMT; Bob, K1WGU; and Bob, N1LCY

Possible new meeting room – Carl will follow up.

Let Carl know about Speakers that you would like to see at the meetings

Secretary’s  Report accepted as printed in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report read and accepted.

Repeater Report – Repeaters working OK presently.

E. Bridgewater Y Road race – 13 walkers 33 runners. 10 radio team people needed.

Sat. JOTA   K2BSA  Troop 235 will be at the Bridgewater EOC

Oct 27 Logan Airport Drill – Home stations monitor Repeater

Races – EMA Brockton

Phil, N1XTB summarized the MARS – ARRL – Drill

Operation Garden Party

Ice Storm Scenario 

Phil also volunteered to look into the Club Dinner in January at the Fireside in Middleboro in lieu of MARA January Club meeting. 

Pilgrim Power plant Drill –  January, 31. desktop drill

March Dress rehearsal 

April Actual graded drill

3 segment - 6 years – covering 90 items

Southern NE Weather Conference – same day as Airport Drill

Clay Center in Brookline

WWW.WB1BOX.ORG

Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on November 20, 2007 at the EOC.

Net operators are needed for the Tuesday & Saturday night nets. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

 Pete   N1NV V

East Bridgewater Fall Frolic

 Pictures Courtesy of Bruce Hayden

[image: image2.jpg]



Fall Frolic Crew
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Fall Frolic Runners

ARES News


On September 22, the ARRL's new Emergency Preparedness & Response
Manager Dennis Dura, K2DCD, spoke at the Great Lakes Division
Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. The following summary of Dura's
remarks is based on the notes of attendee Walt Heeney, N8LJM. 
 

Dura announced that the Statement of Understanding with the American
Red Cross is currently in negotiation, with staff members from ARRL
and ARC having already met once for discussion. A major issue is the
Red Cross background check requirement. The ARC has said it values
ARES contributions, and ARRL certainly wants to continue to support
the ARC. The Red Cross has suggested that ARRL conduct its own
criminal background checks, but that is not a mission the League will
take on. Additionally, becoming an ARES member does not require
League membership which would complicate this further. ARRL
recognizes background checks are necessities, but feels that only a
criminal check is warranted.
 
A new ARRL Emcomm course on-line will focus on digital modes,
starting about the first of the year. 
 
Turning to the issue of resource typing, Dura said that using the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) NIMS, the ARRL will be defining
types of radio assets needed for Emcomm activity. Also to assist the
field, "best practices" utilized by various ARES groups will be
highlighted and applied across the Nation as appropriate. There is no
reason he said, to reinvent the wheel. 
 
Dura explained the difference between "IDs" and "Credentials": IDs
show who you are, while credentials provide your capabilities,
training, education and authorizations. Emergency response agencies
are looking for both. Ultimately, IDs will include credentials, which
will determine who can serve where in and around the disaster area.
 
Integration of various Emcomm entities is a goal. Mutual aid will
improve with closer ties among ARES, RACES, SKYWARN, and with
counties, states and other levels of emergency management, Dura said.
 
 
DHS has formed a new unit devoted to Emcomm functions. This unit
should be stood up with staffing before the end of the year according
to sources.
 
Watch for more spontaneous ARES drills. Dura activated one over the
Labor Day weekend to test responses. There will be more top down
spontaneous drills to test readiness and participation.
 
The staff at ARRL is considering moving the dates of the venerable
Simulated Emergency Test (SET) with the likelihood of having
regional, and potentially national SETS. These regional SETS will be
based upon the hazards and risks inherent to the locale.
 
For his presentation, Dura was wearing a Blackberry (telephone,
e-mail, SMS, IM) and a Skytel 2 way pager, and a H-T. He said that
ARES members should not rely on ham radio alone to maintain a
heightened level of situational awareness. Emergency communicators
must be able to use multiple tools so they can use what works best at
a particular scene.
 
Dura's final comment was that the days are almost over when ARES will
accept volunteers who say "call me if you need me," but fail to be
trained, attend meetings and participate in drills. [Thanks to Walt
Heeney, N8LJM, for this report]

Current ARES-Recommended Training Courses
 
In addition to the ARRL Emergency Communications Courses, ARES field
operators should also complete the following formal training courses:
 
* Red Cross combined course in Adult CPR/First Aid Basics
* Red Cross online Introduction to Disaster Services
<http://www.redcross.org/flash/course01_v01/>
 
* FEMA IS-100 (Introduction to Incident Command System)
* FEMA IS-200 (ICS for Single Resource and Initial Action Incidents)
* FEMA IS-700 (National Incident Management System)
<http://training.fema.gov/IS/>
 
Except for the first two, the courses are free of charge, and
CPR/First Aid may be free to members of the Red Cross. CPR/First Aid
is the only course that requires periodic refreshers and the only
course that must be taken in person rather than on the Internet.
Where FEMA courses exist in more than one current version - aimed at
somewhat different audiences - any of the currently available
versions will suffice. - ARRL National Emergency Response Planning
Committee Recommendations, January 2007

Ares Set Drill Pictures

Courtesy Phil N1XTB
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My Elmer

  My Elmer


By: Don Benecchi, K1DC

August 1, 2007

I was 15 years old when I became interested in ham radio. It happened in 1951 when I inadvertently turned a switch on the old Philco console in the dining room and heard two guys talking. One was W1ZE, Irving Vemilyar, who I found out later, was known as America’s # 1 amateur and actually worked for Marconi. My interest was sparked at that moment and I began tuning in on that old Philco almost every day after school. First I’d listen to my favorite radio programs like Tom Mix, Sky King and the Lone Ranger on the broadcast band then to160 meters and to the Boston Marine Operator for the fishing boat crews calling home. 

Not knowing what ham radio was all about I found a friend who did know a few hams and he introduced me to a retired railroad telegrapher, Harold E. Garfield , W1QJ who lived about a mile from my home in Brockton, MA. Harold was a very impressive person who I’d guess was in his 70’s at the time, was very slight of build, smoked one of those curved pipes and operated strictly on CW. Each day he had schedules on 80 meters with other railroad telegraphers and conversed with them using his bug in Morse. He was an amazing CW operator and with his headphones partway over his ears could carry on a conversation with me at the same time telling me what his friend on the radio was saying. (After 55 years I still can’t do it)

With Harold’s encouragement I studied for my novice license and purchased a used Hallicrafters SX-24 receiver which I used to receive the W1AW code practice sessions. In August of 1952 I was ready to take the exam and can still remember not being able to sleep the night before taking the exam going over each question in my mind that I memorized. My Dad took me to the FCC at the Custom House in downtown Boston the next morning where I took the novice exam and happily passed with flying colors. 

As my knowledge of radio was limited to what I could memorize in the ARRL License Manual, Harold suggested I purchased an Eldico TR-75TV2 in kit form which he offered to build for me. On the way home from taking the exam Dad stopped at Hatry and Young where, with money I made during my summer job in a local shoe factory, I bought the transmitter and we dropped it off at Harold’s house. 

On October 10th 1952 that distinctive windowed envelope was in my mailbox when I got home from school. I can still remember how excited I was to see what call was assigned to me. It was WN1WLZ and Harold was the first one I called to tell him the good news. He had already finished building my transmitter and had used it to contact his old Morse code friends to check it out. I made arrangements to pick it up that afternoon and rode my bike to his QTH returning the mile or so with the transmitter under my arm. To this day I don’t know how I managed carrying it under my arm on my bike as a few years ago I bought another TR-75 at a flea market and carried it to my car which was only a few hundred feet away and I was winded. But, that was 55 years ago and I was only 16.

I still have my first log book and the first entry on Oct. 10, 1952 was at 4:04PM when I tuned up my new transmitter and tested and logged each test. (Remember how we logged each and every “dit” we would send in those days?) At 6:25PM I made my first contact and it was with my Elmer, W1QJ using my only crystal on 3710kc. I can still remember my legs shaking and being afraid of making a mistake.

Harold has been a silent key for many years now and as I approach the age he was when I first met him, I can’t help but think that his direction was in part responsible for successes not only in my hobby of ham radio but also in my military and professional career. 
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Thanks Harold 

de WN1WLZ a.k.a K1DC

JOTA  Pictures Courtesy  Roy Logan  KB1CYV
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NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  *** 2007- 2008
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

November  2007                                                    

Contact          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                 
  8 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson Ln @7AM indoors John 860 673-0518

 2008 
 16 Feb Marlboro MA AARC @Intermediate Sch David 508 357 2273 A+
 
 17 Feb Westford MA Radio 39 Antique @Regency $10@8 Cindie ARC 866 371 0512 +
 
 23 Feb Milton VT RANV @HS Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 W
 
 30 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15 Chet KA1ILH 860 628 9346 F
 
 6 April Framingham MA FARA @Keefe Sch $25/T@7:30 $5@9 Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012 
 
 13 April LaGrangeville NY MtBARC @TymorePk Jim K2JIM 845 427 2702 A+
 
 19 Apr Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F+
 
 20 April Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 Third Sunday April thru October 
 
 2-3 May Deerfield NH NearFest @FG Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T+
 
 18 May Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 
 30-31 May Rochester NY RARA Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 W
 
 7 June Hermon ME PSARC @HS @8 Roger KA1TKS 207 848 3846 W

 15 June Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
Third Sunday April thru October 
 
 20 July Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 
 17 August Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 
 22-24 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W 
 
 20 Sept Alton NH MASONS @Lodge @7 Tg$10 $20/inside T Bob W1GWU 603 776 0086 T 
 
 21 Sept Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 
 12 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9 John N1GNV 203 440 4468 +
 
 18 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F+
 
 19 Oct Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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