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President’s Report
CQCQCQ and Hello from W1JOE.  Well, the leaves are turning and the air is getting cool.  Looks like fall is here.  The club had a good time at the YMCA road race on Sunday the 19th.  We were well represented there, but we always could use all the hams we can get.

Our Meeting on Tuesday the 21 of October was a great one we had Tom Sowden from Entergy (the People who run the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant).  He told us about how the plant functions, and the high levels of security that they have there.  He was very interesting he could have talked to us all night.

Whitey, K1VV, came through on his promise to give our fox hunters their “15 Minutes Of Fame” with a CD that he made on fox hunting based on our local group, run by Gil Follett, W1GMF.  Whitey worked very long on this and it showed.  What a great job!  Thanks Whitey.

I hope to see you all at the November meeting to get the Christmas party info.  73, W1JOE

Secretary’s Report

President Joe W1JOE opened the meeting at 8:00 P.M. 

Directors present: Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Read and accepted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as printed in the September newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Both machines are operating well.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity reported.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

Carl will be attending a Skywarn planning meeting at NWS in Taunton.

OLD BUSINESS:

MARA provided communications coverage for the annual East Bridgewater YMCA Fall Frolic on October 19th.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Accepted as new members were Clyde Ramsdell N1BHH and Phil McNamara N1XTB. Welcome to MARA, guys!

Tom Sowdon of Entergy gave an interesting talk on Pilgrim Station. MARA has had a close relationship with the Plymouth facility for many years.

The annual Christmas party will be held December 8th at the Fireside in Middleborough.

Joe W1JOE closed the business portion of the meeting at 8:50 followed by a viewing of FOX HUNTING – THE MOVIE.  Rumor has it that Whitey K1VV is in the running for an Oscar for his latest effort.

Respectfully Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

MARA Christmas Party

 By Gil Follett, W1GMF

This year’s Christmas Dinner will be held at the Fireside Grill in Middleboro, MA on December 9, 2003 at 7:00 PM.  The price per plate is $20.00.  The price to Members and guests will be $17.00 and the club will pick up the balance.

Reservations and monies must be received by the Treasurer by November 20, 2003.  Make checks payable to MARA and send to our PO Box.  On the check, please indicate which meals you wish, and how many.

The club’s PO Box address is:

Massasoit Amateur Radio Assoc.

PO Box 428

Bridgewater MA  02324

The following meals are available:

1. CHIX - Baked Chicken Benedict topped with ham, broccoli & Hollandaise sauce over rice.

2. FISH - Traditional Baked Scrod

3. BEEF - Marinated London Broil

Desert: Oreo Cookie Ice Cream Pie.  Included is a garden salad, potato of the day, vegetable of the day, rolls & butter, desert & coffee.

See you there!

Gil W1GMF

Entergy Nuclear talk

by Bruce Hayden, NI1X as reprinted from the October 2003 WARC “Transmitter” Newsletter.

The Bruce NI1X got to meet Tom Sowdon – Superintendent, Emergency Preparedness for the Entergy Nuclear Generating Company in Plymouth Mass who gave a talk at the Massasoit Club October meeting.  He reminded us of the plants reinforced containment features and discussed the ongoing security measures at the plant that have been enhanced over the years to now include palm readers for access and expanded perimeter no-trespassing zones, especially over water.

Tom explained the notification procedures for the surrounding area in the event of an ‘Unusual Event’ that could lead to a General Emergency that would trigger an evacuation of all the residents within a specific circular area around the plant that he described as key shaped and included a larger section in the direction of the prevailing winds.

Residents, including children in schools, would be sent to host facilities in the Town of Bridgewater, The City of Taunton and the Town of Braintree.  Members of the Massasoit Club and of the Whitman Club have volunteered to assist the local Emergency Management Agencies in this Nuclear Power Plant evacuation plan.

Shown in the picture L. to R. is Rob Macedo KD1CY this area’s SKYWARN Coordinator, Carl Aveni N1FY, The Town of Bridgewater amateur radio volunteer RACES coordinator, Tom Sowdon, Superintendent, Emergency Preparedness , of Entergy Nuclear Generating Company in Plymouth Mass. and Bruce Hayden NI1X the City of Taunton amateur radio volunteer RACES coordinator.

Amateur(s) to turn in Ticket in Police Radio Interference case

The ARRL Letter, Vol. 22, No. 41, 10/17/2003

The FCC says an Indiana amateur has agreed to relinquish his Amateur Radio operator license for two years as a result of allegations that he interfered with local police department radio transmissions.  FCC Special Counsel Riley Hollingsworth outlined the terms of the agreement in a September 23 letter to Technician licensee Justin L. Whaley, KC9DCP, of Columbia City.  According to the letter, the FCC notified Whaley last March that close-proximity direction finding evidence indicated that the licensee had interfered with the operation of the Columbia City Police Department radio system early this year.

The agreement - which Whaley had not yet signed as of this week - calls on him to resolve the enforcement issues he faces by relinquishing his Amateur Radio operator license for two years.  Whaley also must agree not to maintain an amateur station nor to use anyone else's station.

Hollingsworth said that since Whaley shut down his station last March 28, the agreement would remain in effect until March 28, 2005.  Hollingsworth requested that Whaley sign the letter and return it to the FCC along with his Amateur Radio license.

The FCC meanwhile is seeking additional information from three other licensees who allegedly used ham gear to transmit on police or emergency frequencies.

Hollingsworth wrote General-class licensee Tom L. Christman, KB2NAV, of Albany, New York, on September 22 regarding a complaint from the Albany County Sheriff's Department's Office of Professional Standards.  The FCC asked Christman, a Sheriff's Department  maintenance worker, to respond to allegations that he used his ham radio transceiver to make transmissions on sheriff's department frequencies last December "without a legitimate purpose."  The sheriff's department has requested that the FCC suspend or revoke Christman's amateur license.

Hollingsworth also wrote two North Carolina Technician-class amateurs - Daniel E. Buchanan, KF4LNE, of Montreat, and Joseph S. "Shannon" Hutchins, KG4SXD, of Swannanoa - concerning complaints from the Black Mountain Police Department alleging that both had transmitted on police frequencies last February.  The transmissions apparently were made using a handheld transceiver while Buchanan and Hutchins were in the same vehicle.

Documents from the Asheville/Buncombe County District Attorney's Office assert that the Black Mountain police channel had experienced "numerous transmissions" earlier this year on a police frequency (156.01 MHz) "including verbal profanity and racial slurs."  A police officer who questioned Buchanan and Hutchins said they admitted transmitting on police frequencies.  They later voluntarily signed statements to that effect in which each blamed the other for making the racial slur.

The District Attorney's Office statement said that one transmission last February 8, while police were attempting to respond to an auto accident involving multiple injuries, "prevented officers from communication with dispatch or each other."  Hollingsworth this month also heard from amateurs in the Los Angeles area that some repeater owners are shutting down their machines due to alleged ongoing interference from Jack Gerritsen, formerly KG6IRO.  The FCC Wireless Tele-communications Bureau set aside Gerritsen's license in 2001 a few days after granting it after learning that he'd been convicted the previous year on state charges of interfering with Los Angeles Police Department radio transmissions.

Imprisoned, paroled and imprisoned again after breaking parole for allegedly having and operating radio equipment without a license, Gerritsen was released early due to jail overcrowding.

Hollingsworth said the FCC continues to work the case, but he expressed frustration that Gerritsen was let out of prison again with no conditions or restrictions "even regarding radio, which is what he was in there for in the first place."

3C0V Team Was Given Just Hours To Leave

The ARRL Letter, Vol. 22, No. 41, 10/17/2003

The Daily DX <http://www.dailydx.com> reports this week that the Annobón Island 3C0V Dxpedition Team

http://personal.telefonica.terra.es/web/ea5yn/ was given just a few hours to leave October 4 after the island's military commander reportedly objected to the Amateur Radio operators' presence.  The 3C0V operation commenced September 26, and - until its abrupt and unceremonious termination - intended to continue until October 11.  Before the shutdown, the four-member group managed to log numerous contacts on 20, 17, 15, 12 and 10 meters.  The Daily DX Editor Bernie McClenny, W3UR, spoke October 12 with team member Franz Langner, DJ9ZB, now safely home in Germany.

"Franz says the 3C0V crew first met with the governor of the island and the head of the military on their arrival there," McClenny reports.  "At that time they had the approval to operate from both of these officials.  Gifts were even presented."  McClenny says the group had a "proper license" and a landing permit good for two years.

"On Saturday [October 4] at 10 AM local they were told they had two to three hours to take everything down and be ready to leave," McClenny said, adding that the demand came from the military commander of the island.  A news update on the 3C0V Web site said military authorities frequently had interrupted the DXpedition.

After dismantling the equipment and antennas and leaving nothing behind, all four operators boarded a plane to Malabo, the capital of Equatorial Guinea.  A part of Equatorial Guinea, Annobón, is located in the Gulf of Guinea off Africa's west coast.  The other 3C0V operators also have since returned home and are reported to be okay.

The 3C0V logs reportedly are safe and expected to eventually be loaded onto the 3C0V Web page.  The DXCC Desk has not yet approved the 3C0V DXpedition for DXCC.  EA5BYP kept open the possibility of a future attempt to activate Annobón Island.

AMSAT OSCAR Echo to launch in March

The ARRL Letter, Vol. 22, No. 42

October 24, 2003

AMSAT-NA <http://www.amsat.org/> has announced that launch of the AMSAT OSCAR-E Amateur Radio microsat--the "Echo Project"--has been moved up to March 31, 2004. Earlier plans had called for a May 2004 launch. Echo Project Team member Richard Hambly, W2GPS, reported at AMSAT-NA's Annual Meeting and Space Symposium October 18-19 in Toronto, Canada, that the Echo project has made significant progress in recent months.

"The Project Team met with our contractor, SpaceQuest <http://www.spacequest.com/>, and at this meeting we decided that spacecraft integration would take place this December and scheduled the launch for March," Hambly told the gathering.  Integration will take place

at the AMSAT Integration Lab at NASA Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland.

A Russian Dnepr LV rocket--a converted SS-18 intercontinental ballistic missile--will carry the approximately 10-inch-square satellite into a low-Earth orbit from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.

Hambly reported that the project team powered up the Echo flight hardware in late summer in a "flat-sat" configuration at SpaceQuest.  Data communications, command and control, and attitude control subsystems were tested, in addition to the radio equipment, power systems and cabling.

The satellite will incorporate two UHF transmitters, each running from 1 to 8 W and capable of simultaneous operation, four VHF receivers and a multiband, multimode receiver capable of operation on the 10 meter, 2 meter, 70 cm and 23 cm bands.  Echo will feature V/U, L/S and HF/U operational configurations, with V/S, L/U and HF/S also possible. FM voice and various digital modes--including PSK31 on a 10-meter SSB uplink—also will be available.

During the Symposium, Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) Chairman Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, outlined the delivery of the so-called Phase-2 ham equipment to the ISS.  A Progress rocket already has delivered a Kenwood TM-D700E VHF/UHF transceiver to the ISS.  The unit will mean a significant boost to the power output of the ARISS initial station gear--from 5 W to 25 W.

Bauer said a Yaesu FT-100D and SSTV equipment, along with some new headsets, tentatively are set for transport to the ISS in January on another Progress flight.  Additional ARISS gear will not go up until the space shuttle returns to flight in September 2004, however.  Bauer said the equipment still on the ground will be tested in November in Moscow to validate that the Phase 1 and 2 systems are compatible.  RF testing will also be conducted.

According to Bauer, plans call for the Expedition 8 crew of Mike Foale, KB5UAC, and Alex Kaleri, U8MIR, to install the Phase 1 and 2 70-cm hardware after ground tests are complete. Previous crews already installed four Amateur Radio antennas to cover HF, 2 meters, 70 cm and microwave frequencies.

In addressing the general membership meeting, AMSAT-NA President Robin Haighton, VE3FRH, asked the Board of Directors to continue its support of ARISS and that it go ahead with the OSCAR-Eagle project.

W1AW 2003/2004 Winter Operating Schedule 

ARLB062

Morning Schedule:

Time


Mode
Days 

----------------------------
--------
-------

1400 UTC (9 AM EST)
CWs
Wed, Fri 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST)
CWf
Tue, Thu 

Afternoon/Evening Schedule:

Time


Mode
Days 

----------------------------
--------
-------

2100 UTC (4 PM EST)
CWf
M, W, F

2100     "      "

CWs
Tue, Thu

2200     "  (5 PM EST)
CWb
Daily

2300     "  (6 PM EST)
RTTY
Daily 

0000     "  (7 PM EST)
CWs
M, W, F

0000     "  
   "
CWf
Tue, Thu

0100     "  (8 PM EST)
CWb
Daily

0200     "  (9 PM EST)
RTTY
Daily

0245     "(9:45 PM EST)
VOICE
Daily

0300     "  (10 PM EST)
CWf
M, W, F

0300     "      "

CWs
Tue, Thu

0400     "  (11 PM EST)
CWb
Daily

Daily Visitor Operating Hours:

1500 UTC to 1700 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM EST)

1800 UTC to 2045 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST)

Station Closings:

(Station closed 1700 to 1800 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM EST))

Frequencies (MHz)

----------------- 

CW:    1.8175 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475 18.0975 21.0675  28.0675 147.555

RTTY:     -   3.625  7.095  14.095  18.1025 21.095   28.095  147.555

VOICE:  1.855 3.990  7.290  14.290  18.160  21.390   28.590  147.555

Notes: 

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 WPM

CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM  

CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM

CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW bulletins.

RTTY = Teleprinter Bulletins = BAUDOT (45.45 baud) and AMTOR-FEC (100 Baud).  ASCII (110 Baud) is sent only as time allows.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is given at the beginning of each practice and at the beginning of alternate speeds.

On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2330 UTC (6:30 PM EST), Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are sent on the regular teleprinter frequencies.

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins between 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Thursdays and 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Fridays.

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, Teleprinter at 15 minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour.

FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1500 UTC to 1700 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM EST), and then from 1800 UTC to 2045 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) Monday through Friday.  Be sure to bring your current FCC amateur license or a photocopy.

The W1AW Operating Schedule may also be found on page 109 in the November 2003 issue of QST or on the web at, http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Joe Serilla, W1JOE

Vice-President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Roy Logan, KB1CYV

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo 
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


Qsl via

www.eqsl.com

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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