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From The Desktop of the President

CQ CQ CQ And Greetings

It’s that time of year again.  The leaves are turning, the foxhunters tails are getting bushy, and the club is getting ready for our Christmas party on Dec 3.

MARA has had a good year.  We’ve helped out at four Road races, a couple of Drills and Edaville Railroad.  I think we all had a good time.

At this time I’m looking to the November meeting with some anticipation.  We have Keith Lamonica W7DXX as a speaker this month.  Keith is the founder of the world’s first Amateur Radio remote base.  He has co-written an article describing his station, published in the November 2002 issue of QST.  It’s entitled “A Ham Radio Public Utility HF Station”

Tom Frenaye, K1KI, will also attend the meeting to present Keith with the ARRL’s Technical Excellence Award for his Project.

I’m looking forward to seeing you all remember your Christmas party money it must be in by then.

73 Joe Serrilla, W1JOE

Secretary’s Report

President Joe W1JOE opened the meeting at 20:00.

Directors present: Joe W1JOE, Gil W1GMF, John N1PRK and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Read and accepted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as published in the newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

The new 2-meter antenna has arrived.  Installation has been delayed due to poor weather.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

Saturday, November 16th MEMA will hold NTS training at the Area 2 headquarters.

OLD BUSINESS:

Ten members participated in the Cranfest special event held at Edaville.  Carl N1FY reported that the slinky antenna met all expectations.

NEW BUSINESS:

Upcoming events include the Whitman club’s special event at Plymouth Plantation on Thanksgiving weekend, and the Christmas Party on Dec. 3rd at the Fireside in Middleboro.

CLUB ACTIVITY:

Bill Ward, W1IFX, showed the video about the building of the Hingham shipyard which was broadcast recently on PBS.  Excellent program and some great shots of that Bill Copeland youngster.

Meeting closed at 20:28.

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

Christmas Dinner 2002

This year’s Christmas Dinner will be held at the Fireside Grill in Middleboro, MA on December 3, 2002 at 7:00 PM.  The price per plate is $20.00.  The price to Members and guests will be $17.00 and the club will pick up the balance.

Reservations and monies must be received by the Treasurer by November 20, 2002.  Checks must be made payable to MARA and sent to our PO BOX.  On the check, please indicate which meals your wish and how many.

The following meals are available:

1. CHIX - Baked Chicken Benedict, topped with ham, broccoli & Hollandaise sauce over rice

2. FISH - Traditional Baked Scrod

3. BEEF - Marinated London Broil

Desert: Oreo Cookie Ice Cream Pie.  Included: garden salad, potato of the day, vegetable of the day, rolls & butter, desert & coffee

See you there

Gil W1GMF
Massasoit Amateur Radio Assoc.

PO BOX 428

Bridgewater MA.  02324

Christmas Dinner 2002

The View from the Top

The newsletter might be a little bit late getting to you this month.  We held the issue for a few days hoping that we could put in a story about finally getting the new Repeater antenna up.

Some of you remember Alan Nickerson, N1KBT.  Alan volunteered to be one of the climbers, and the ground crew was made up of Gil, W1GMF, Allan Cox, K1QV, and Joe, W1JOE.

Here is a photo of Alan at the top of the tower at 100 feet (the tower that is, Alan is only 6’8”).  The crew got the antenna up just in time – before the big blow expected this weekend.  The tower crew could feel the wind build as the morning progressed – not what they had expected.
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Notice how the new antenna towers above Alan.  The new antenna is about 24 feet tall.

If you want to see more photos of this project, head up to Alan’s web site.  Go directly to www.iversoft.com/w1mv (there isn’t a link on the Iversoft front page).

In the photo “LookingS.jpg”, you can see the cellular tower.  To its left off in the haze, you will see a dome.  That’s Bridgewater State Prison off Rt. 28.

Photo “LookingdownS.jpg” was taken from the tanks ‘mezanine’, at the 100-foot mark.  The gray structure to the right is the repeater shed.  It also gives you a perspective of the height of the tower.  Thanks, Alan, for all your help on the tower.  And thanks to the ground crew for all the help and support!

Carl’s Corner

Dates and events to remember

By Carl, N1FY

November 9th is the SET drill.  November 16th is the NTS training session at Area II at 10 AM.  And, NWS Skywarn coordinators meeting at 4PM.  December7th is Skywarn spotter appreciation day.

CRANBERRY HARVEST FESTIVAL – SPECIAL EVENT STATION

by ‘The Bruce’, NI1X

The Massasoit Amateur Radio Club operated a club Cranberry Harvest Festival - Special Event Station from the Edaville Railroad over the weekend of October 12th – 14th.
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Seen in the picture at the club station are: standing L. to R. Bruce Hayden, NI1X, John Wittey, N1PRK, Allan Cox, K1VQ, Walter Fitzgerald, N1LHD and Joe Serrilla, W1JOE.  Seated are Carl Aveni, N1FY and Gil Follett, W1GMF. Not shown were Roy Logan, KB1CYV, Gene Harriman, N1EH and Samantha Harriman, N1MJP who had participated earlier.

Carl N1FY brought his ICOM IC-735 Transceiver with a power supply and ICOM AT-150 automatic antenna tuner. This rig was connected to a “Slinky” antenna built by Jay, N1FDX.  The antenna was suspended by a rope that appeared to be installed in an East to West direction along with a dipole made out of 33 feet of wire that tuned from 10-40 meters.  Contacts were made with England, Scotland, The Netherlands, Germany, Italy and Hungary.  The crew also monitored the Bridgewater REPEATER and gave local hams an opportunity to check in with W1MV at the Edaville Railroad – Cranberry Harvest Festival - Special Event Station.

Gil W1GMF had set up a packet radio station and made contacts as far away as New Hampshire.  Walt N1LHD set up a portable packet station that he was experimenting with.

SURPRISE GUEST: A surprise guest was Rick Turner VO1ZX who was visiting the area from St Johns, Newfoundland where he moved to from Hanover about 10 years ago.  Rick VO1ZX reports that he is active in the Society of Newfoundland Radio Amateurs (SONRA) club, which is deeply involved in the Marconi Special Event Station activities in that area.
Rick VO1ZX is a Volunteer Examiner (V-E) where he downloads a random test from the equivalent to our FCC and is authorized to administer the test alone.  In Canada the Basic Test is equivalent to our no-code test and the Basic Test plus 5 WPM code gives you all frequency privileges.  The Advanced test, which Rick VO1ZX holds, allows operators such extra privileges such as the right to use higher power, control a REPEATER, be a Volunteer Examiner and build your own transmitter.  Rick VO1ZX still holds an Advanced Class license KC1ZX
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There was plenty to do and see. Members could ride on the Narrow Gauge Steam and Diesel Train that travels over a 5 ½ mile course through a 1800 acre cranberry plantation or they could watch the actual harvest of cranberries or tour the museum.  There were plenty of rides for the young kids and plenty of food and crafts and gift shops for the adults.
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One highlight of the Special Event Station for The Bruce NI1X was a wild Helicopter ride, over the cranberry bogs and vast expanse of forest that was just full of Autumn colors.  The helo had a crazy pilot that finished up by buzzing a bog at low level and then pulling up until the helicopter stopped climbing.  Then he turned the Helicopter 180 degrees and dove straight towards the ground before pulling up at the last minute.  WOW.

Fall Frolic Road Race

by ‘The Bruce’, NI1X

[Seen in the photo are the area Hams who helped the Massasoit Club provide communication and help out with this years East Bridgewater YMCA - Fun Frolic Road Race. They are L. to R. Carl Aveni N1FY, Bruce Hayden NI1X, Joe Serrilla W1JOE with his son Joe Jr. (SWL), Gil Follett W1GMF, Roy Logan KB1CYV and Gary DeCoster WA1CIM]
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The weather was great and the crew was stationed along the 4-mile route at strategic intersections and mile markers. The Amateur Radio Hams were thanked for their participation, and invited to participate in a cookout following the road race.  The “Y” also gave them YMCA Volunteer Tee shirts.  A great time was had by all.

PLYMOTH  PLANTATION SPECIAL EVENT

The Whitman ARC will be conducting its annual Plymouth Plantation Special Event on the weekend following Thanksgiving.  The schedule for operations for the weekend is:

ANTENNA PARTY – Friday November 29th - Meet at 10 AM at the Plymouth Plantation main parking lot.  From there the crew will split up and install antennas at the Registration Building, the Administration Building and the Executive Building.

OPERATIONS: Saturday November 30 and Sunday December 1, 2002 between 9AM and 4PM.  All Amateur Radio Operators are welcome.

Equipment for Sale

The following is a list of Joe, WA1EAT's, equipment that he is trying to sell.  Joe is forced to sell his equipment due to medical reasons.  Joe is one of the early members of the USS Salem Radio Club.

Joe says all this equipment is in good working order.

If anyone is interested please contact me at w1qwt@arrl.net.

Regards,

Bob, W1QWT  USS Salem Radio Club.

· TS 530S HF Transceiver - $325

· Yaesu FT HF transceiver - $425

· HTX-202 2 meter HT w/spare battery .- $95

· Vibroplex CW automatic key - $100

· MFJ Econo Keyer - $30

· Also:

· Headphones - $10

· Dell 433L Computer with monitor - $50

· Yaesu YD 148 mic - Goes with FT-101-ZD

· 2 position Daiwa CS201 antenna switch - $ 20

· 80 - 10 meter almost new Cushcraft vertical - $75

· World Map - give with HF rig

· WAS Map - give with HF rig

Marconi Special Event

by Pi Pugh, K1RV

In less than two months (January 11-18) KM1CC will be on the air from the Cape Cod National Seashore!

Last Sunday we had a very successful work party at the Coast guard Station.  The following people deserve a big thanks for their efforts: K1VV, K1WCC, N1DT, K1DC, K1RV, K1RB, N1ZZN, N1BSO (with XYL-Pam ex-KA1KPC), N1LHD, KB1IIU (with daughter Sarah), KG4FRL, KB1GSO along with K1VV's son-in-law Joe!

We still need to raise the 2M beam to clear the rooftop and install the satellite antenna system.  The two military crankup towers will remain at their present height until January.

This nine day operation from the Coast Guard building overlooking the Atlantic Ocean will be a chance for everyone to do something that most Hams only dream of doing.  This is the closest thing to being on a DXpedition that most of us will ever see!  Check out this web site for photos : http://personal.tmlp.com/K1VV/W1AA/w1aa_1001.htm

We will be running a multi-station setup from the Seashore on the Cape for the event.  We will be operating from the Coast Guard Building in Eastham (there are no facilities available at Wellfleet) from January 11 to the 19th.  This will be 24/7 ops involving CW, Phone, digital, satellite and AM !!  We have two Force 12 HF yagis (C3 & C4) at 40+ feet.  A 6 meter Yagi at 45+ ft.  A R8 vertical, 80 dipole, two 2M/70CM verticals, a 10 el 2 meter beam, a

160M dipole inverted Vee at 50+feet.

Two TS-2000s with Ameritron KW amps, packet radio, all-computer logging and CW generation.  Logging software will be Writelog and LOGIC6.  All of this equipment is brand new from a grant.  Plus our club members will be bringing their own HF transceivers for a total of 4 to 6 HF stations at any time.

The callsign will be KM1CC, the Marconi Cape Cod Memorial Radio Club call.  If you remember, this call was used during the 75th anniversary in 1978.

We plan to transmit a message from President Bush on January 18th, the 100th anniversary of the first communication from the US to the UK.

We also expect to make contact with the International Space Station - ISS!

Please let me know if you wish to operate during this event.  There will be stations available for all licensed Hams to be able to operate within their license privileges.  If you wish to be able to use even more of this fine equipment; take this as a great opportunity to consider upgrading between now and January!

Contact me at k1rv@peoplepc.com
Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Joe Serilla, W1JOE

Vice-President: John Wittey, N1PRK

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Roy Logan, KB1CYV

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv
WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo 
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf
Qsl via

www.eqsl.com

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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