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K1VUT Winner!

The December issue of QST (page 98 Contest Corral) ran the scores for the International DX CW Contest held in [winter] 2001.  The First Place winner in W/VE, Low Power (150 watts or less) combined score winner was Dave Clemons, K1VUT.  For the benefit of newer members, Dave is a past President of MARA and still can be seen at our meetings.

You’ve made the members of MARA very proud, Dave!!  Thanks, and again, Congratulations!

A MARA Minute

A MARA MINUTE OCT 16 2001

MEETING OPENED: 2000

DIRECTORS PRESENT:

Gil, W1GMF, Bob N1EDM, John N1PRK, Joe W1JOE

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Accepted as read, seconded and approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Joe W1JOE

Accepted and approved as written in newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

The 12 volt Backup system will work on the repeater Jay said after talking with the tech at Kendercom we need to pick a 5 amp power supply and resister jay asked for the funds to get what we need this was voted on and passed.

SKYWARN/ARES REPORT: CARL N1FY

CARL talked about establishing an alternate communication site in light of New York this will be a fixed site to set up other communications.  Also we will be changing the way we use tactical communications and the board will discuss this in the next few weeks.  Also we have the YMCA road race this weekend please turn out this is a good time.  The Christmas party will be Dec 4 at the fireside restaurant like last year.

NEW MEMBERS: The MARA club is very pleased to announce we have two new members Allan Cox K2VQH and Jim Phister NS1L.  Welcome aboard guys!

Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted, Joe W1JOE, Secretary

MARA Christmas Party

This is a reminder about MARA’s Christmas Party this year.  Maryanne and Gary DeCoster, N1SGW and WA1CIM made the arrangements for us again this year.  The date is Tuesday, December 4 at the Fireside Grill at the Middleboro rotary on Route 44.  It starts at 7:00PM

You can have your choice of Traditional Baked Scrod or Marinated London Broil.  The actual cost per meal will be $18, but each the cost to MARA is  $15.00 per meal.  The club treasury will make up the difference.  Price includes all tax and gratuities.

Please send checks to MARA, PO Box 428, Bridgewater, MA 02324.  You can also bring them to the Club meeting and give your money and meal choices to John Wittey, N1PRK.  Write selections of meals on bottom left corner of check.  Deadline will be November 20 at the club meeting for those of you wishing to pay cash.  We need to impose the deadline in order to get the meal-count for the restaurant.

Hope to see you all there for another nice night of fellowship.

73 Gil W1GMF

Honoring America’s Martyrs

We ran a photo and story about the hams who honored the victims of September 11.  Unfortunately, we let slip part of the credits for the article, written by Roy Logan, KB1CYV.  Below is his input to the photo and article from last month’s newsletter.

The Bridgewater War Memorial was aglow with the light of eighteen candles on September 18, 2001 as the MARA club participated in the nationwide observance of the vicious attack on our country the previous week.

Horns were sounded and motorists, many with colors displayed, were calling and waving as they approached the common, in support of the observance.

In attendance for the candlelight vigil were the following hams:

Bob, KA1DZA

Bob, N1EDM

George, N1SUY
Roy, KB1CYV

Carl, N1FY

Bruce, NI1X

Pete, KB9KAT

Harry, W1DGD

Leo, WB1EZC

George, KC1FZ

Loren, N1IQI

Gil, W1GMF

Barbara, K1MRH
Dennis, N1KXD

Joe, W1JOE

Chris, N1BWQ

Bob, N1LCY

Bill, W1ULJ
God Bless America

Plymouth Plantation Special Event
The Whitman ARC is once again hosting their annual Thanksgiving Weekend event at Plymouth Plantation.  Setup will be on Friday, with operations on Saturday and Sunday.  As always, Plymouth Plantation will be closing for the season after this weekend.

Old Radio Night
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BY Bruce Hayden, NI1X

[Photo by Walt, N1LHD]

The Bruce NI1X brought in a 1924 Crosley Model 52 battery powered receiver (front right) from his collection that says on the nametag "made for radio amateurs for radio amateur stations".  Behind that is a 1954 Heathkit Model AR-2 receiver assembled by The Bruce as part of a short lived (one year as WN1HKD) novice station in 1954.  Beside that is a Heathkit Model GR-81 Short Wave Listeners Radio assembled by The Bruce in 1970 to listen to Mores code.  As seen in the front left is a 1965 Drake TR-4 Transceiver that was given to The Bruce as a starter set and used continuously for two years when he got back into HAM radio in 1986. 

[Editors note – On the next page are a few additional photos taken by Jay, N1FDX]
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Satellites

Contributed by Frank Hayes, N1OGP

If you are interested in Ham radio and other satellites, click on the address for Satscape at

http://www.satscape.co.uk.  The site has information about Satellites, orbits, and all manners of satellite tracking software.

Guest Speaker Brendon Price

Contributed by "The Bruce" NI1X

The Norwood Amateur Radio Club reports that the special guest speaker scheduled for their December meeting will be Brendon Price from the ARRL enforcement division.  Brendon works hand in hand with the FCC, in particular, with Riley Hollingsworth in the area of amateur radio enforcement.  The meeting will be open for area clubs to attend and will be held on Thursday evening December 27th at 7:30 PM at the Norwood Civic Center on Nahantan Street in Norwood, MA.  For additional details contact Jeff Tracy N1SOM at 781-871-4541 

South Pole Frequencies

Bruce Beaman, K1HTN, reports that the South Pole ‘standard’ frequency is 14.243 MHz.  If you listen there, you can hear KC4AAA (South Pole) and KC4USV (McMurdo Sound).  Thanks for those frequencies, Bruce!

Newsline Turns 24

[Contributed by Bill Ward, W1ULJ]

Friday, 27 July marked a milestone in Amateur Radio history.  That’s the day when Amateur Radio Newsline (formerly known as the Westlink Amateur Radio News) was on the air with its 1250th broadcast.  

It all began in 1977 when Bill Pasternak, WA6Itf, was approached by his longtime friend, Jim Hendershot, WA6VQP.  Jim asked Bill to help him produce a newscast for Ham radio operators.  Bill thought the project would only last for a week or two.  The first newscast eventually made its way to a cassette tape, and was broadcast from a motorcycle on top of Contractors Point, a hilltop above the San Fernando Valley.

Jim was the chief writer and anchor of what was then called the Westlink Report (named after the Western Linking System of repeaters in the Los Angeles Area), and it wasn’t long before word spread across the country about the new service.  Jim and Bill were soon flooded with requests for copies of the newscasts.  The duo shared the writing and editing duties for the next 76 weeks, with Jim manning the microphone every Sunday.  But changes were just ahead.

Jim announced his impending marriage and move from the Los Angeles area, so Bill recruited the help of two of his friends – Bill Orenstein, KH6IAF, an audio engineer for NBC radio and Alan Kaul, W6RCL, a writer/producer for KNBC-TV.  Report number 77 featured a mixed bag of talent with the late Zeke Manners as the man behind the microphone and everyone assisting with the production duties.  The next broadcast featured Alan as the anchor and was the first produced entirely by the new team of Pasternak and Orenstein.

Additional talent soon began helping out, including Burt Hicks, WB6MVQ, and another member of the broadcast industry, Jim Davis, W2JKD.  Jim took over more of the anchor duties and was soon known as the “voice of Westlink”.

Roy Neal, K6DUE, offered instruction on writing and researching stories, and Alan helped Roy teach Bill how to come up with compelling stories for each broadcast.

It was getting expensive to mail hundreds of cassette tapes around the country, so Bob Heil, K9EID, offered help in modernizing the system.  The system is now put together using computer software and modern techniques used by mainstream media.

Newsline now has a presence on the Internet and continues to be a leader when it comes to the latest information about Amateur Radio.  It’s a labor of love for the volunteers who put each broadcast together, but it does cost money.  Newsline relies on donations to continue their efforts.

For more information about the service see their web page at www.arnewsline.org.

Congratulations to all the fine folks at Newsline on reaching this anniversary!

By Rick McCusker, WF6O

Best Antenna here

After years of fooling around with various wire antennas, beams and verticals I finally can say that the best overall performing wire antenna is the 'Loop Skywire' by Dave, W0MHS.  This was arrived at by accident.  After hearing so many good reports about the G5RV style, I decided to build a 160m version that would be just right for me.  It was a disappointment except on 40M where it was really designed and had a lot of Rx QRN compared to the vertical full wave loop.  I tried to justify keeping it up but something had to go.

I tried an extra 230 ft. length (1/2 wave @ 160m) of heavy wire connected to the ends of the 160/G5RV 'inverted Vee configuration' up 70' at its apex.  This made for a 430ft circumference horizontal loop at about 70ft average height.  It is a little short of design length for 160 but performs just fine.  Rx noise is way down just like on the other loops but performance seems to go up by the band.  Ten meters may be open but I snag the weakest I can hear worldwide which is better than with the 80m loop, the 250ft end fed wire and even the multiband beam.  I took the 80m loop down and will remove the multiband beam.  I’ll leave the 250ft wire for use as a tuned parasitic.  So, call it a modified G5RV/160/W0MHS antenna and that’s where it came from.  Thanks to innovative hams there is always something to think over.

I’m developing a few rules about antennas:

1. Never use a vertical except on a ship or at salt water or vhf/uhf.

2. Use loops if you want to have less electrostatic noise in your receiver plus some gain.

3. Use loops or wire antennas especially over poor conducting earth like here @ 02050 where silica sand is most lossy.

4. The more wire, the better.  You can always attach a relay or two to get you fed more around the loop in the case of directional issues.

5. Using a compound bow and arrow with 3/8th deep socket over point will let you shoot a light weight monofilament line from a fish reel right over the top of any tree and right down the other side where you can hoist your lanyard.  Forget springs, pulleys, extra lines, as the soft branches provide the spring.  Don't forget to pull through back and forth from time to time to prevent the tree 'growing' around your line.

73 de Dave - AA1A -

And the best part is, it was invented right here in Marshfield, Mass. Back around 1906.@ http://www.radiocom.net/Fessenden
MRC Special Event Operation

The Marconi Radio Club and The Falmouth Amateur Radio Association Amateur Radio operators are making plans to celebrate a Marconi world historical event.  December 12, 2001 will mark the 100th anniversary of the first Trans-Atlantic radio transmission.  That signal was transmitted across the Atlantic from Poldu, Cornwall England to St John's, Newfoundland. Radio pioneer, Marconi, sat listening at Cabot Tower on Signal Hill in Newfoundland.  His antenna dangled from a kite in the sky, and through that hanging wire, he heard the anticipated signal from across the ocean, "dit dit dit".  The letter, "S", in Morse codes.  Marconi, son of an Irish mother and an Italian father, had been playing with electricity since he was a child.  A rebellious student, he hated lessons but loved to experiment and invent.  By the time he was nineteen, he had resolved to be the first man to give the world a system of communication based on electromagnetic waves.  By trial and error, relying on his own intuition and audacity, Marconi conducted a series of experiments indicating that long-distance wireless communication was possible.  His goal was accomplished and crossed the world over the threshold of radio as we know it today. 

To celebrate this 100 year milestone, Amateur Radio operators* ["Hams"] around the country will be launching kite-lifted antennas and demonstrating the marvel of radio to folks in their local communities.  Amateur Radio Operators will be flying a kite antenna at Coast Guard Beach in Eastham on Cape Cod, Massachusetts, and are planning to contact other Amateurs at the historic Marconi station locations at Poldhu, England and St. Johns, Newfoundland.  The Amateurs at these locations will also be flying 1901 kite antenna replicas.  They will also be contacting other hams the world over, using the similar technology as Marconi did 100 years before.  They will be bouncing radio signals off the ionosphere at the speed of light and will be able to communicate with each other.  Some operators will be using Morse code, while others will use voice transmissions.  These commemorative demonstrations will take place during the week of Tuesday, December 11th through Sunday, December 16th 2001.  Local school classes, scouts, church groups and news-crews are invited to come out and participate in this historic Marconi anniversary.  The Marconi Radio Club members will be launching a kite-lifted antenna on December 12th between 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM at the Coast Guard Building in Eastham demonstrating radio contacts just as Marconi did in 1901.  Please note that all demonstrations are somewhat weather dependent.  Kites cannot be flown in all conditions.  Some operators will demonstrate with other antennas if kites cannot be launched.  There will be five on going Amateur Radio stations capable of worldwide communications operating in the Coast Guard building.  The operation is open to the public.  There will be displays antique radio equipment and a demonstration of a 1902 replica spark gap transmitting and coherer receiving station.  Videos of Amateur Radio operation and of Marconi's life and his accomplishment on Cape Cod will be shown.  Everyone is invited to visit the Amateur Radio operation during this Marconi 100th Anniversary Radio Celebration, after all this is where all radio began in the United States 100 years ago!
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