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Something In The Air

If this is the leadoff story this month, and if this can even precede the President’s remarks, then it has to be an announcement of some importance.

What is the announcement?  We can’t tell you.

What we can tell you is this.  MARA has an announcement to make.  A very big, very nice announcement to make.  We would like to get as many MARA members together at one time as possible to do this, so our plan is to tell everyone at the November meeting, Tuesday, November 21.

If you don’t normally come to the monthly meeting, or are sitting on the fence whether to come or not, perhaps this will pursuade you to decide to drop by.

From The Desktop of Bob Pratt
Before you think that Pratt has finally lost it, I know that the first part of the month’s column has nothing to do with Amateur Radio, but more with most of the members of the club itself.

I’m writing this column the day after Veteran’s Day.  Every year I go through a few days of melancholy.  I think about all the sacrifices the men and women of this country’s military have gone through over the past 225 years. 

In years past these people have been treated with reverence.  I remember ten years ago the nation was pretty much unified with the idea of going to war with Iran.  The sales of American flags and yellow ribbons were at a record high.

As time goes on, however, people sometimes forget the heroic things that these otherwise non-heroic people have done.  I don’t know if people just want to forget or if they just get too complacent.

This year we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the “Forgotten War.”  Please don’t forget those men and women.  If you are a Vet, pat yourself on the back and remember that it was you who kept our country safe even though that fact wasn’t running through your mind when you were dodging bullets, hungry, tired, and cold.  If you are not a Vet, seek one out and say “Thank you.”

This is also the time for giving thanks for other things.  Having a roof over your head, being in reasonably good health, and having enough room in the yard for that 80 meter “all band” delta loop.  We should also be thankful for MARA members who work behind the scenes.  They’re the ones who keep me from making a total idiot of myself.

This month, Gil had his 2nd annual SAR (search and rescue) hunt at Miles Standish State Park.  From what I heard (I was working that morning,) it was a complete success.  I don’t want to steal his thunder, so I’ll let him talk about it at the meeting.

I hope to have Joe Caseri, KA1JBE at this month’s meeting to talk about and show a little bit on how to design a web page.  QRZ.net offers free web page space.  So why not take advantage of it!

Before I forget, I want to wish everyone a joyous holiday season.  I hope that everyone finds a new “toy” this year.

See you at the meeting.

73, Bob

A MARA Minute
A MARA MINUTE

October, 2000

MEETING OPENED: 2000

Vice President Bob N1EDM presiding.

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

N1EDM, W1GMF, N1PRK

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury Report read. Motion: Accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter/Webpage. Motion: Accept as printed. Seconded/Approved.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Jay stated that the .18 repeater is still running on the N1EDM brick.  Keeping fingers crossed.  Gil said that the 440 repeater is running fine and that he is looking for another 440 frequency pair for the standard repeater that is at the VA Hospital.  Also, the repeaters will be tested for backup power in the near future and hopefully a 12-volt system will be attached to the 440 repeater.

Carl stated that there is a chance that the water tank will be considered an emergency area so that if the power goes out then a priority will be considered for the tank area.

FOXHUNTING REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Gil stated that FoxHunting is still the event of the week and happens every Saturday.  He said that the FoxHunters would be participating at Myles Standish in a search rescue drill on Nov. 4.  Anyone wishing to participate may and we will be meeting at MSSF at 0930.

Gil also stated that the FoxHunters are out there during the week when needed to hunt out small problems as they occur.  Hopefully and thankfully they don't have to go out looking for misbehavers very often.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Fall Frolic will be held at the E. Bridgewater Y on Sunday and all are asked to be there about 1130.  The race will start at 1230.  Anyone wishing to join is welcome and just show up.

2. Plans are in order for the Xmas Dinner at the Fireside Restaurant on Dec. 12, 2000.  We will meet at 7:00 PM.  The two choices are Baked Scrod and London Broiled.  The price will be $13.00 per meal.  The club will pick up the balance if any.  Anyone wishing to go may send a check for the meals to the club PO Box.  Please include the meal selections on the bottom left of the check.  Please get your reservations in as early as possible as a meal count has to be sent in.  Motion: To set the price of the dinners at 13.00 and the club will pick up the balance. Seconded/Approved.

3. Carl spoke a bit on the Care Trak that the VA is hoping to purchase.  Their decisions be a little delayed due to other situations at the hospital.  Hopefully more information will be arriving in a week or to.

4. John spoke a bit on the insurance problem.  It seems that the insurance is for fired theft only.  The equipment is old and the actual value of replacement is very minimal.  John has sent out queries to several insurance companies and has had no reply as of yet.  During discussion it was mentioned that we might be better off setting aside monies to accumulate for replacements if needed.  The general consensus was that we set up a fund for self-insurance.  Bob suggested that severe guidelines be set up for this fund.  John also stated that the present insurance has already lapsed. 

Motion: To have the Trustee Committee investigate the possibility of setting up a fund for self-insurance and to report back to the Club. Seconded/Approved

Motion: To instruct the Treasurer not to pay on the existing insurance. Seconded/Approved

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Carl spoke on the possibility of getting orange vests for the club for a reasonable price.  Motion: To purchase a couple dozen vests. Seconded/Approved.

2. Bob said that last year the club donated to the E. Bridgewater Y $100 for the use of their grounds for field day.  Motion: To send a check for $100 to the E. Bridgewater Y. Seconded/Accepted

3. Bill W1IFX spoke on the Cranberry Festival.  He has spoken with the powers that be and they were very happy with our performance.  He suggested that Edaville is interested in having printed QSL card with the trains on it for the club to use in regards to the Cranberry Festival.  Gil asked Bill if it would be possible next year to get a spot further out in public so that the public will be more accessible.  Bill stated that will be done.

Motion: To be committed and involved as a group for the Cranberry Festival next year. Seconded/Accepted

4. Carl spoke about the club involvement with the Bridgewater EOC.  Herb Lemon is now the director of the EOC and is very interested in what the club is doing for Bridgewater.  A basic group of Hams has been established to work for the betterment of the EOC and he is willing to back us up as much as he can.  Presently he is buying new radios and computers for the EOC and jackets for the team.

5. Gil requested a check for $15.00 to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for incorporation filing fee.  Motion: To pay the filing fee of $15. Seconded/Accepted

GUEST PRESENTATION:

The meeting was turned over to Steve Schwarm, W3EVE (Eastern Massachusetts Emergency Coordinator) and Rob Macedo (Asst EC/Skywarn) for a discussion of Emergency Procedures set up in Eastern Massachusetts  Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

Int’l DX Phone & FD Results

The results of the 2000 ARRL International Phone Contest are in.  Be advised, MARA, that there is a new force to contend with when it comes to contesting.  Jeff, N1ZZN, had a 9th place effort in EMA with 187,110 points (378 QSO’s, 165 Mults).  He beat out N1EDM (10th place, 136,851 points, 319 Q’s, 143 Mult’s) and K1VUT (12th place 82,800 points, 240 Q’s, 115 Mults)

Fine Business, Jeff.  We’re looking to see how you do in the upcoming Sweepstakes (November) and 10M contest (December).  Super job.

While writing this, the December issue of QST came in with the 2000 FD results.  MARA came in smack-dab in the middle of the pack again, our usual spot.  The winning entry in Class 3A had 17,306 points (5825 QSO’s).  MARA came in with 2858 points from 688 QSO’s.  Good effort, group.

By the way, Capeway RC, our sister-club, had 2617 QSO’s for 8346 points in Class 3A, a superior effort on their part.

QST Article on Contesting

If it seems that the past few issues of MARANews have focused on contesting, you are partially right.  The main purpose of the article is, of course, to show how the club or individual members did here or there.

We are also trying to promote contesting as another mode of Amateur Radio that you might be interested in.  There is no magic to it!

Different contests have different themes.  For example, Sweepstakes (this month) is a contest strictly between the US and Canada.  The 10M contest is every country against every other country (and 10M is about as open as it is going to get for the next 11 years).  In February, there is the ARRL International DX contest.  CW is on one weekend, and Phone is on another.  Take your pick.  It’s the US against the rest of the world – a super way to get started on your DXCC.

The November issue of QST (page 43) has a great article on contesting.  It describes contesting better than ye humble(?) editor ever could.  You don’t have to take contesting too seriously.  Make it as easy or as hard as you like.  Dive in and have a ball!

October Fall Frolic.

MARA had a nice turnout for the October Fall Frolic at the East Bridgewater YMCA.  The weather was great, the scenery was nice, and the twelve members who helped out had a good feeling for helping a great cause.  Thanks for the help go out to WA1CIM, N1SGW, N1FY, N1VQZ (w/ K9DOG), N1WWI, N1XJK, NI1X, W1JOE, KB1CYV, N1SGT, N1LHD, W1GMF, N1LCY, WA1HIH, and KA1DZA. 

MARA and the East Bridgewater Family Y send a big “Thank You” to everyone who helped.

MARA Christmas Party Announcement

The MARA Christmas Party will be at the Fireside at the Middleboro Rotary on December 12.

Send the checks to Massasoit ARA, 55 East Plain Street, Berkley, Ma 02779, or the club PO box.  Tickets are cost is $16 per person, and the choices are Prime Rib or Baked Stuffed Scrod.  Please indicate your choice when you send in your check to John.

Tentatively, the cutoff date will be the Friday, December 1, but in reality, it could be even before that.  Please get your check and menu choices in.

For Sale

UNIDEN Bearcat 895 XLT TrunkTracker 300 channel programmable base scanner radio

Will sell for $150 or trade for Kantronics PC-3 Plus 128 TNC.

Contact Bob Keene N1LCY 781-986-4581 in Randolph, MA or n1lcy@arrl.net
Wanted

Dave WB1EVP is looking for a copy of the Operating Manual for an Azden PCS-5800H 10-meter FM mobile rig.  Dave will pay for copying costs.  Please contact Dave,WB1EVP@arrl.net

Thanks!

W1LJT on Television
On Saturday, November 11, Memorial Day, one of the local Brockton access channels interviewed several WWII Veterans in honor of the Holiday.

One of the interviewees was fellow MARA club member, George Nowell, W1LJT.  George related some of his experiences in the Pacific in WWII.

Many thanks to you, George, and to all other Veterans who have served our country over the years.  Often times, the current generation needs a reminder of why Memorial Day is celebrated.  Your experiences are one of those reasons.

Thank you again, George.

Antenna Video at MARA
The ARRL has published a two-part video on, (what else?), Amateur Radio.  The first video is a 68-minute recording of Frank Rutter, K3AW giving a presentation on antenna theory and function during a 1981 antenna seminar at Johns Hopkins University.  The video is both entertaining and informative.  

If you have any interest in antennas at all, you should borrow and view this video.  But, the viewer is forewarned.  This is not “Antenna for Dummies”.  A basic understanding of antennas, lobing patterns, antenna impedances, real vs. lossy grounds, etc, are fundamental requirements needed to understand everything that is presented here.  When done, most viewers will begin cracking their ARRL Antenna Manuals, or put them on their Christmas list.  This video demands that you pay attention.

A lot of information is included here; demonstrating how different antenna designs work, how their basic radiation patterns differ, etc.  And, Frank also destroys a myth about how to best feed a Delta, Square, or circular loop antenna for different polarization patterns.

Also bear in mind, that one should not try to watch this with your ‘significant other’.  You will imprint your thumbprint on your VCR remote as you go back for repeats of important information.  Save your marriage.  Watch this alone, and give it your full attention. 

This is not to say that the video is complicated.  Rather, your brain is still trying to digest and comprehend what Frank has already demonstrated, as he rapidly moves on to the next subject.

The second video is a 60-minute story on the history of early radio, including Spark Gap.  This appears to be a recorded lecture given by Ed Reddington, who first joined the amateur ranks in 1911, served in the US Navy as a radio operator in WWI, and has been an Amateur all his life.  

As he relates his stories, Ed shows the ‘mechanics’ of how to build a Spark Gap transmitter, and includes amusing anecdotes about his early radio experiments, such as how his father got a ‘poke’ reaching for the light chain in their bathroom while shaving (and Ed was transmitting)

The video was apparently transcribed from some other medium, perhaps 16mm film.  It is very grainy, not up to today’s higher video standards.  Still, that doesn’t get in the way of the information.

John Wittey, N1PRK, had the foresight to purchase a copy with money from the coffee fund, specifically for the club’s use.

John has custody of the video, so speak with him about borrowing it.  But don’t even think of grabbing it unless you’ve got a couple of hours to ‘crack the books’, video-wise.   Thanks, John!

MARANews in Microsoft Word

If you are currently reading the Text-Only version of MARANews, you are not getting the full benefit of the newsletter layout.

For a long time, we have wanted to let everyone receive the WORD version of MARANews.  It’s more work to write, but when you can be creative and add photos, and your readership can actually see them, well, it’s worth the trouble.

Beginning in 2001, we will only publish the WORD97 version of MARANews.  If you do not have Microsoft WORD, you can still easily read your issue of MARANews anyway.

You need something called a “Viewer”.  It will let you read (but not write to) MS Word files.  Currently, this newsletter is published in Word97, so that’s the particular viewer you need.  What’s more, it’s free!

Here’s how you get it.

1. Go to www.microsoft.com/downloads
2. In the “Search Using:” box, click the ‘Keyword Search’.  The screen will change momentarily.

3. In Keywords, type the word “Viewer” without the quotation marks.

4. In Operating System, hit the arrow.  Scroll down to your operating system (Windows 95, Windows 98, etc)

5. Click on “Find It”

6. A list will pop up.  Select the appropriate file.  Be Careful – many of the file names look similar.  Select the proper file!  The file you are looking for is about the 4th from the bottom of the list.  It is entitled: “Word 97/2000 Viewer (Word 97) (Windows 95/98/NT).  This assumes that you are using WIN95, WIN98, or NT for your OS.  If you are using something else, let me know.  I will help you.

7. Click on this file to download it.  The file is 3.5MB, so it will take some time.  Go have a cup of coffee (or a beer, depending on the time of day)

8. Once the file is completely downloaded, close your browser.  Then, close any open applications on your screen.  Double-click on the file you downloaded, and follow the prompts to install it.

There you go.  Now, the newsletter will come to you in a much nicer format, complete with photos, when we have them.  When the newsletter arrives in your email, just double-click on the attachment, and the viewer will start automatically.  Have fun!

NN1D Confirmed for WAZ, CW-Only

MARANews received word that Don has finally been confirmed for WAZ in CW-Only.  Nice Job!  By the way, Don asked that we pass around his new email address: nn1d@altavista.com.

DX From Antarctica

Don, NN1D, has also been having a regular sched with a ham who is coordinating Amateur Radio station activity in Antarctica. Aleksey Yakovlev", UR4LUG, writes (her words)  “According my promise I am informing you about the nearest Polar activity.  Partly you have got these data before, but some changes take place:

Nick R1FJV (Franz Josef Land) will come on 14.160 at 15 UTC November 10. He plans to work during some hours. He will appear on this frequency often.  Also I have knew he is working to the State side each odd day at 3-5 UTC on 14.180 or near this frequency.  QSL is OK either via UA3AGS or just via Russian bureau. 

VU/R1AND (Maitri Base) will be on 14.160 since 16 UTC November 9 again. QSL via DL5EBE. 

Alex R1ANC (Vostok Base) will be active during December, January and February.  He will be working SSB mode on our usual frequency at 15 UTC, but mostly wants to use RTTY, PSK-31 and SSTV.  QSL via UA1PAC. 

As I know Wally R1ANZ will be on Mirny Base until May of 2001. Victor R1AND on Novolazarevskaya Base too.

I have asked Gennady R1ANP (Progress Base) to come on 14.160 and work using my help, because he is not radio amateur.

He promised me to do so couple of times in a week.  By the way, this Base will be closed next year.  Don t miss your chance.  Hi! QSL card is OK via RU1ZC directly. 

Also you can catch R1ANF Alex and Oleg.  It is Bellingshausen Base.  They will be active from two Bases of another countries in November too.  But I have no any dates for now.  R1ANF comes on 14.160 not often, the guys more work on CW.

Paul EM1KY is working every day on 14.260-14.300 at 3-5 UTC from Ukrainian Vernadsky Base.

HF0POL is very active from Polish Antarctic Base, 8J1RL from Japan Base. 

[Editors Note: Below are some of the photos that Don forwarded to us from his Russian.
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Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Bob Pratt, KA1DZA

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FYZ

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  WA1GDJ-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf
WARC Web page 
www.qsl.net/wa1npo


ARRL

www.arrl.org
Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 
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