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Founded February 6, 1962

May 2007

Volume 46 Issue 05
Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 4/17/2007

Carl N1FY  called meeting at 8:00PM
SECRETARY’S REPORT

Accept as printed.

TREASURY’S REPORT

No report was given

REPEATERS

Working fine

Looking to see if we would like a Plymouth  449.175 with a PL 100

For linking with other repeaters.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Camp Yomechas June 3rd 5K Road race

FIELD DAY 

ELECTION for OFFICERS

K1DC nominated Alan Smallhoover N1MXH   for president

K1DC nominated Barry Kennedy N1EZH for Vice President 

SKYWARN 

Whitman-Hanson High School June 6th
Bridgewater is looking for assistance for their July 4th parade.

N1ZZN will do a presentation on radio next month.

Carl N1FY closed meeting at 8:32PM

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED

Loren N1IQI

Notes From The Field
The next MARA meeting will be held on May 15, 2007 at the EOC.

Annual Election Of Officers will be held. Surprise everyone, be a candidate!

N1ZZN will do a presentation on Radio after the business meeting
Net operators are needed for the Saturday night net. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

Once again we have been asked to do the radio service for the Middleboro YMCA 

Walk-a-thon. It will be held on June 3, 2005 at Camp Yomechas at 0900. We will need to congregate at about 0800. Please put it on your calendar to help out these fine people. – Gil W1GMF

A copy of the MIT Flea Flyer printed in this newsletter is good for a discount of one dollar ($1.00) at the MIT Flea market.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NV V

Field Day 2007 Notes (June 23 and 24)

At the March MARA meeting, we started our planning for field day.  Don

K1DC has stepped forward again to be our CW operator anchor man.  Steve

N1JFU is again willing to set up and operate a 6 meter/VHF station.

Looks like we will operate category 2F from the EOC again this year.  A

second HF antenna will need to be set up.  The long wire in the tree

worked fairly well last year.  Maybe this year we can come up with

something better.

I¹d like this year¹s field day to be more of a club gathering and social

occasion. To that end, the critical ingredient to bring people for a

visit is FOOD!

Gil, W1GMF has kindly agreed to be food chairperson and handle the field

day documentation distribution again.  His XYL, Judi , has volunteered to

cook a dish.  If members are up for a pot luck approach, we can plan our

main field day meal for 5 or 6 PM Saturday evening.  Please contact Gil

if you plan to come for the meal and if you are willing to cook a

favorite dish.  The stove at the EOC is available.  If it¹s a nice day,

we can look at setting up some outside seating to enjoy the weather.

Also, those that are interested in operating at any of the positions and

have a particular time you want to operate, let me know and we¹ll try to

put together an operating schedule.

Phil Mc  N1XTB

FCC TERMINATES HEARING, DENIES APPLICATION IN 

"HAM LICENSE HIJACKING" CASE

The FCC has terminated with prejudice a hearing proceeding involving a case

of apparent ham radio identity theft. The FCC has said its evidence suggests

that Joseph W. Hartmann Jr of Lansing, Michigan, "intentionally submitted

fraudulent administrative updates" to obtain the privileges associated with

the General class license of a Delaware radio amateur with a very similar

name. In a Memorandum Opinion and Order (MO&O) released March 23

<http://gullfoss2.fcc.gov/prod/ecfs/retrieve.cgi?native_or_pdf=pdf&id_docume
nt=6518915438>, the FCC further ruled to dismiss with prejudice Hartmann's

pending new Amateur Radio license application, which he filed after the FCC

questioned his attempts to change the Delaware ham's record in the Universal

Licensing System (ULS). After several apparently unsuccessful attempts to

deliver a Hearing Designation Order (HDO) to Hartmann and even affording him

more time to file a written appearance, Hartmann sent Presiding

Administrative Law Judge Arthur I. Steinberg three identical e-mail

messages.

"Mr Steinberg I am writing you in regards to this letter. I do not have the

resources to obtain legal counsel for this hearing nor have the resources

for driving to hearing in Washington.D.C," the FCC quoted Hartmann, noting

that capitalization, punctuation, spelling and spacing were reproduced as

they appeared in Hartmann's e-mails. "is there another way we can please

have a phone conference in regards to this matter. please write back with

your reply."

Several pieces of Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested to Hartmann came

back to the Commission as unclaimed, the FCC recounted in its March MO&O.

"Interestingly, neither of the regular First Class Mail envelopes sent to Mr

Hartmann's Lansing, Michigan, addresses has been returned," the Commission

noted.

The FCC had put Hartmann's January 2006 application for an Amateur Radio

license on hold while it was looking into why he'd filed a half-dozen

administrative updates during 2005 seeking to change the name and address of

Joseph V. Hartman Sr, K3GUX, of Oceanview, Delaware, to his own name and

address.

In its March MO&O, the FCC declined to accept Hartmann's e-mails to Judge

Steinberg as a proper written appearance, because he did not file in

accordance with FCC rules. Consequently the Commission dismissed the hearing

proceeding and Hartmann's pending Amateur Radio application with prejudice

"for failure to prosecute."

The FCC had scheduled a hearing on Hartmann's January 2006 Amateur Radio

license application after deciding that his alleged actions had raised "a

substantial and material question of fact as to whether he possesses the

requisite character qualifications to be a Commission licensee." In its

December 2006 HDO, the Commission said Hartmann's repeated attempts to alter

licensee information for the call sign K3GUX from Joseph V. Hartman Sr's

name and address to his own name and address also raised "substantial and

material questions of fact as to whether Hartmann Jr made false

certifications, misrepresented facts to the Commission, and/or demonstrated

a lack of candor."

FCC To Continue Regulation of Sofware Defined Radio

In a recent Memorandum Opinion and Order (MO&O)

<http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-07-66A1.pdf> on

cognitive or "smart radio" systems, the FCC has affirmed its favorable

policy toward the regulation of amateur software defined radios (SDRs). A

cognitive radio system is an SDR that can adapt its operating parameters by

interacting with its RF environment. The FCC's April 20 MO&O was in response

to petitions seeking clarification of the Commission's March 2005 Report and

Order (R&O) in ET Docket 03-108. In that proceeding the agency declined to

adopt any new regulations for cognitive Amateur Radio transceivers or for

digital-to-analog (D/A) converters. ARRL Chief Technology Officer Paul

Rinaldo, W4RI, says the April MO&O indicates that the FCC intends to treat

Amateur Radio SDRs the same as any other Amateur Radio equipment.

"This is welcome news from the FCC as it clarifies the matter of

certification of amateur equipment," Rinaldo remarked. "It applies not only

to terrestrial amateur equipment but also to amateur satellites, which

increasingly are using SDR in their designs."

AMSAT-NA has announced it's revamped the design of its Project Eagle

satellite to take maximum advantage of software defined transponder (SDX)

technology.

The "cognitive radio" proceeding is emblematic of the FCC's ongoing struggle

to address thorny regulatory issues to keep pace with cutting-edge

technology. In its 2005 R&O, the FCC concluded that neither software

programmable amateur transceivers nor high-speed D/A converters "present any

significantly greater risk of interference to authorized radio services"

than conventional hardware radios.

April's MO&O was in response to petitions from Marcus Spectrum Solutions

(MSS), owned by Mike Marcus, N3JMM, a former FCC staffer and a member of the

ARRL Software Defined Radio Technology Working Group, and from Cisco

Systems. While the League was satisfied that the FCC's 2005 R&O had exempted

Amateur Radio SDRs from its certification requirement, MSS felt the Order

was ambiguous and sought further assurances.

In response, the FCC said it "did not intend to impose any new certification

requirements for Amateur Radio equipment" in its 2005 R&O, including SDR

equipment that may be modified by someone other than the manufacturer. The

Commission noted, however, that external RF amplifiers operating below 144

MHz and marketed for amateur use "will continue to require certification

before they can be marketed."

MSS also requested a Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making with respect to

digital-to-analog (D/A) devices. Marcus predicted that if high-power,

high-speed D/A converters with antenna-like connectors ever became readily

available, it could bypass the entire FCC equipment certification program

and open the door to D/A-equipped computers capable of operating on any

frequency. The FCC declined to act on Marcus's request, saying MSS did not

"demonstrate any current need for regulation of D/A converters."

The FCC reiterated that it "may revisit the issue of the certification of

amateur equipment with software modifiable features in the future, if misuse

of such devices results in significant interference to authorized spectrum

users."

ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, expressed confidence that it would

not prove necessary for the FCC to revisit the issue, however, "as no misuse

of amateur SDR technology is anticipated." For the FCC to impose any

limitations on amateur SDR equipment "would be contrary to the goals

enunciated for the Amateur Radio Service in §97.1 of the FCC's rules," he

added.

Cisco had asked the FCC to revise its rules to better specify those classes

of devices that do not require SDR certification. It also wanted the FCC to

establish a policy that software that supports security measures not be made

public if doing so could compromise security or enable illegal operation.

In response, the FCC revised §2.1(c) its rules to state that only radios

with software "designed or expected to be modified by a party other than the

manufacturer" -- such as downloading from the Internet -- and that would

affect frequency range, modulation type, maximum power output or the

circumstances under which the transmitter operates legally, would have to be

certified as SDRs.

The FCC said it anticipates Commission requests for software source code

would be extremely rare. "It would not be burdensome for a manufacturer to

request confidentiality for software source code in the event we request

it," the Commission added.
Revised ARRL Band Chart Available 

A new ARRL band chart reflecting all recent changes to the FCC Amateur Radio Service rules as of February 23, 2007, now is available for downloading on the ARRL Web site in either black and white or color versions.

<http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/regulations/bands.html>. 

Created by ARRL Senior Technical Illustrator, Dave Pingree, N1NAS, the attractive new chart represents a major change from earlier designs. This is the same chart featured in the eight-page "Welcome" tear-out section in March QST(following page 48). The entire QST tear-out also is available for downloading in PDF format <http://www.arrl.org/HFWelcome/Welcome.pdf>.

DX  NEWS &  EVENTS

TANZANIA, 5H.  Mike is QRV as 5H3EE and has been active on 160

meters just prior to 2300z.  QSL via DL4SM.

SENEGAL, 6W.  Giovanni, IZ2DPX will be QRV as 6W/IZ2DPX from Somone

City from May 12 to 22.  Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters.  He

may also try to activate IOTA AF-045.  QSL via IK2DUW.

MALDIVES, 8Q.  Pierre is QRV as 8Q7QQ and has been active on 17

meters around 0500 and 1500z.  QSL via HB9QQ.

CROATIA, 9A.  Operators IK4ALM, IK4XCL, IZ4DYQ, IZ4HVM and IZ4HWA

are QRV as 9A/homecalls from the Brijuni Islands, IOTA EU-110, until

May 13.  Activity is on all bands using CW and SSB.  QSL to home

calls.

NEPAL, 9N.  Nob, JA2AAU, Yoshi, JA2AIC and Iku, JA2ATE are QRV as

9N7AU, 9N7IC and 9N7TE, respectively, from Kathmandu until May 15.

Activity is on 40 to 10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31.  QSL

to home calls.

BHUTAN, A5.  Steve, W7VOA will be QRV as A52SW from Thimphu from May

17 to 22 while on work assignment.  Activity will be on 80 to 6

meters using CW, SSB, PSK and 10-meter FM.  QSL via K2AU.

FRANCE, F.   Operators F4EEK, F5LOW, F5MNK, F5NBQ and F6HKA will be

QRV as TM0A from Aix Island, IOTA EU-032, from May 12 to 19.

Activity will be on 80 to 10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK.

QSL via F5OIU.

ENGLAND, G.  In celebration of the first permanent settlement of the

British in America in Jamestown, Virginia, special event station

GB400AA is QRV until May 13 and in the upcoming CQ WPX contest as

well.  QSL via G0SBW.

SCOTLAND, GM.  Joachim, DH5JBR is QRV as MM/DH5JBR/p from Great

Cumbrae, IOTA EU-123.  Of late he has been active on 20 meters SSB

around 1200 to 1300z.  QSL to home call.

MARIANA ISLANDS, KH0.  Toshi, JP1IOF is QRV as KH0WW from Saipan,

IOTA OC-086, until May 13.  Activity is on all bands using CW and

SSB.  QSL to home call.

GUAM, KH2.  After his Saipan operation, Toshi, JP1IOF will be QRV as

WH7P/KH2 from May 13 to 15.  Activity will be on all bands using CW

and SSB.  QSL to home call.

FINLAND, OH.  In commemoration of "The Eurovision Song Contest,"

Annika, OH2HSJ and Anne, OH2YL are QRV as OH2EURO until May 13.

Activity is on all bands using mostly SSB with some CW.  QSL via

OH2HSJ.

SWEDEN, SM.   A group of operators are QRV as 8S6KOS from Nord

Koster Island, IOTA EU-043, until May 13.  Activity is on 80 to 10

meters using SSB with two or three stations.  QSL via SM6YOU.

SUDAN, ST.  Jovica is QRV as ST2A and has been active on 6 meters

around 1600z.  QSL via T93Y.

ICELAND, TF.  Jeff, G4ELZ and Steve, G4EDG will be QRV from Flatey

Island, IOTA EU-168, as TF4/homecalls/p from May 17 to 23.  Activity

will be on 80 to 17 meters using mainly CW.  QSL both calls direct

to G4ELZ.

BERMUDA, VP9.  Paul, G4BKI will be QRV as VP9KF from May 15 to June

5.  This includes an entry in the upcoming CQ WPX contest.  Activity

will be on all bands using only CW.  QSL direct to his US address.

MEXICO, XE.  A few Mexican operators plan to be QRV as 4A3IH from

Roqueta Island, IOTA NA-183, from May 14 to 19, and then from Ixtapa

Island from May 21 to 26.  Activity will be on all HF bands,

including 6 and 2 meters and satellite, using CW, SSB and various

digital modes.  QSL both operations via IT9EJW.

QSL MANAGER UPDATE.  The correct QSL Manager for the Swains Island,

N8S, operation from March 29, 2007 to April 30, 2007 is YT1AD, not

K9TTT.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The CQ-M International DX Contest, NCCC

CW Sprint Ladder, Armed Forces Amateur/Military Crossband

Communications Test, Nevada Mustang Roundup, SBMS 2 GHz and Up World

Wide Club Contest, VK/Trans-Tasman 80-Meter Phone Contest, VOLTA

World Wide RTTY Contest, Mid-Atlantic QSO Party, FISTS Spring CW

Sprint, EACW International Contest and the 50 MHz Spring Sprint will

certainly keep contesters busy this weekend.  Please see May QST,

pages 96 and 97, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest web sites for

details.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic  Flea Market  ***  DATES  *** 2007 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

May  2007                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

12 May Halifax NS HARC+DARC @Forum $4@9 Sell@6    Murray VE1MMD 902 4906421 R

12 May Rensselaer NY EGARA @FD $5@8 $15/T@6       Thomas KC2FCP 518 2721494 W

20 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   Nick 617 2533776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

26 May Vernon CT NARC @Tolland Ag Ctr               Wayne N1GUS 860 4871921 A

1 June Feeding Hills MA HCRA 6PM @CongCh sell$5 b=$0 Dave KB1MU 413 5966605  

1-3 June Rochester NY RARA                          Harold K2HC 585 4247184 W

2 June Rochester NH GBRA @CommCtr Free@9 $10/T@8:30 KarenKB1KBE 207 6981618 W

2 June Hermon ME PSARC @HS @8                      Roger KA1TKS 207 8483846 W

2 June Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @6AM Tailgate    John 860 6730518 W

3 June Newington CT NARL @HS $15/T $10/TG $5@8     George AB1GL 860 2891445 W

3 June Bethpage NY LIMARC @Briarcliff $6@9$10/S@7 Richard K2KNB 516 6944937 W+

10 June Queens NY HoSARC  $5@9 %10/sp@7:30       Stephen WB2KDG 718 8985599 W

16 June Goshen CT SBARC @FG Rt63                      Lee K1LEE 860 4350051 A

17 June Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  Nick 617 2533776  

14 July Union ME PBARC @ CommCtr $4/T@7 $5@8       Scott KB1DSW 207 3546809  

15 July Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  Nick 617 2533776  

21 July Summerside PEI @WilmotComCtr $2@9 S@8        Dave VE1NN 902 4623945 W+

17-18 Aug Swanton VT STARC AirportRd $5/day S=$8/day  Arn N1ARN 802 2856457 F 

19 August Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                Nick 617 2533776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

8 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG                Darlene N2XQG 518 5872385 A

15 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct Rick K1KYI 401 7257507  

15 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch Rt9              Roger W1LH 207 4542174 A

15 Sep Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @6AM Tailgate    John 860 6730518 W

16 September Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT             Nick 617 2533776  

16 Sept Newtown CT CARA                               Joe AB1DO 203 9384880  

29 Sept Gales Ferry CT RASON @VFD                   Dave WA1IKN 860 4640225 T

7 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         John N1GNV 203 4404468  

7 Oct  Queens NY HoSARC $5@9 $10/sp@7:30         Stephen WB2KDG 718 8985599 W

12-13 Oct Deerfield NH NearFest @FG                 Mike W1RC@near-fest.com W

20 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 8984821 F

21 October Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 2533776  

27 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA2RYV 860 4646555 T

27 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC @PlDesauln.. $5@9 $10/T@6  Roch VE2DU 514 7650363 W

2 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 2453228  

3 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$10@7 $3@9  Gayle KB1LHA 781 5981442  

10 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $5@9 $10/S@7         Ralph N1YHS 508 5480422  

8 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @7AM Indoors      John 860 6730518 W+

            

MIT FLEA MARKET  FLYER

Following Sunday...   May 20 The seasons next..

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

Summary: Buy Sell SWAP    Ham Radio    Electronics Computers    9AM - 2PM

+++ Now even more Buyers Parking !!!  

        Thanks to Shire and A/D we have use of their parking lots 

        across Albany St from the SWAPFEST !!!

*** !!!!  In our Traditional GARAGE and the adjacent lot  !!!!  ****

         so come rain or shine or super heat the Flea is on !!!

*********  $1  buyers discount with hardcopy of this notice ********

COMPUTERS - ELECTRONICS - HAM RADIO - COMPUTERS - ELECTRONICS - HAM RADIO

                    FLEA all SUMMER at MIT

                    Sunday April 15th 2007

                          9AM-2PM

Come to the city for a great flea - plenty of free parking.

        MIT's  electronics and ham radio flea will take 

        place on the third Sunday of each month this summer, 

        April thru October.

       

        There is tailgate space for over 600 sellers and

        free, off-street parking for >2000 cars!

        Buyers admission is $5  (you get $1 off if

        you're lucky enough to have a copy of our ad)

        and sellers spaces are $20 for the first and 

        $15 for each additional at the gate.

        The flea will be held at the corner of Albany and

        Main streets in Cambridge; right in the Kendall

        Square area from 9AM to 2PM, with sellers set-up

        time starting at 7AM.  

        SEASON PASS + Advance Seller Discount               

                                                           

        A sellers discount season pass is available which   

        offers a 30% discount.  By prepaying you get a 

        discount and earlier admission.  See the registration form.   

       *** Attention Sellers *** 

                Prepaid vendors.. Season Pass or monthly,

                will be admitted FIRST.

                Separate lines will form prior to gate opening

                for prepaid and nonprepaid vendors

        !! RAIN or SHINE !!  Have no fear of rain, a covered 

        well illuminated tailgate area is available for all 

        sellers (6'8" clearance).

        Talk-in: 145.23- (PL 88.5) W1BOS/R  and

                 W1XM/R-449.725/444.725 (PL 114.8/2A).           

        Sponsors: MIT Electronics Research Society

                  MIT UHF Repeater Association (W1XM)

                  MIT Radio Society (W1MX)

                  Harvard Wireless Club (W1AF)

        For more info / advanced reservations 617 253 3776  (M-F 9-5)

           For seller info see       www.swapfest.us

********** $1  buyers discount with hard copy of this notice ************

*******************************************************************************

Steve Finberg                       W1GSL                      w1gsl@mit.edu
PO Box 82 MIT Br           Cambridge MA  02139-7082             

617 258 3754
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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