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From the Desktop of the President - May 2001

Good Spring to All!!!

The birds are singing, the bees are buzzing, and anyone with allergies is sneezing!!

My training trip to Providence was great!!  I think that this new system, if used correctly, will be a boon to VA customer service.  I can just hear Carl say “ya, sure, that’s once we get the 6000 local backlogged claims done.”

Anyway, this is my last newsletter article as your President.  For the most part, I had a blast!!  As with anything else, there were a few bumps in the road, but nothing serious.

I want to thank the members of MARA for all of their support through the year, especially Bob Mandeville, Gil Follett, John Wittey, and Jay Zappulla and his repeater trustees.  I also want to thank Joe Casieri , KA1JBE, for his help of keeping the .180 repeater on the air during that dark time before new repeater.  Without all of you, this year would not have been as successful for MARA.

That reminds me. The new repeater is offline for right now.  Jay seems to have discovered what the problem is and is taking the unit to the repair shop.

After this month’s election, we are going to try something new.  We are going to presort QLS cards for the Incoming Bureau.  Anyone interested in helping should come to the May meeting a little early.  Sammy Harriman, N1MJP, will be there to show us what to do.  If this works out, we will be able to do this “sort” of thing every couple of month [Editors note – that’s not punny!]  Gil has several pounds of cards waiting to be presorted. Come and join the fun.

Again, thanks to all for a great year. See you at the meeting.

73, Bob

A MARA Minute

From Secretaries Desk
A MARA MINUTE

MEETING OPENED: 2000,April 2001

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

KA1DZA, W1GMF, N1PRK, N1EDM

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury Report Read.

Motion: Accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter/Webpage

Motion: Accept as printed. Seconded/Approved

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Jay spoke about the problems with the new repeater that occurred last week.  Somehow there was a transmitter left on that kept the repeater keyed for an extensive time.  This caused the repeater to go into full time transmit until it had to be shut down manually.  After taking the repeater off the hill to observe its behavior, Jay seems to think the controller program has had a crash.  He is trying to overcome the situation by working with the manufacturers.  If the problem cannot be solved in the field it will have to go back to the manufacturer.  The old repeater is on the hill working fine.  Anyone wishing to use the autopatch will have to use the old access codes.  Phone numbers that do not have the area codes already on them will not work, due to the new system at the phone company.  Jay is not going to reprogram them at the present time as it is about a 5 hour process and he is putting his energies and time into the new controller.  Jay is aware of the fact that the repeater time is one hour off and will try to correct that problem soon.

Carl also spoke about the definite need to keep the old repeater in working condition to keep us bailed out should the main repeater fail at any time.  He suggests that after the Kendecomm is back on line that the Motorola should be overhauled and put into good working order so it will be ready on moment's notice.  

FOX HUNTING REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Gil reports that Fox Hunting is going as well as usual.  New hunters are urged to come out and enjoy some of the fun of the hunt.

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Barry spoke about a Relay for Life Walk on June 1-2 in Dennis Ma, sponsored by the American Cancer Assoc.  He will be walking and taking donations from anyone one whom would like to make a donation.  He also said there would be Luminary Candles for sale for $5.00 each that will be lit in memory of friends/relatives.

2. Bruce announced that the mother of Mark W2EAG passed away on April 16th.  She lived in New York and has been very sick for the past few months.  The club passes their condolences to Mark and his family.

3. Bruce K1HTN spoke about his trip to the Marathon with Bruce, Roy and Jeff.  He shared some of his experiences on that day.

4. Carl spoke about the Marconi contest weekend.  He said that he and Bob N1EDM will be working out of the EOC in Bridgewater.  Anyone wishing to participate may come to the EOC to see the operation.

5. Carl also spoke about getting ready for the Field Day.  It is coming fast and we will be operating at the E. Bridgewater YMCA.

6. Gary WA1CIM let us know that the YMCA is available for us for the Field Day weekend.  He also ask for help with two walk-a-thons.  One is in Middleboro on July 2. The second one will be on July 24.  Carl suggested that we should make sure these are covered for the Y.  Maybe some of the Whitman club can participate.  Gary will bring more information to the next meeting.  Gary also said that the letter came back from the YMCA thanking us for the $100 donation and that it is used to fund the summer camp.

7. Dennis reported on his trip to the new site for the NH Hamfest and that it is covered with 3 feet of snow.  The event will be coming up in two weeks.

8. Bruce spoke on the events happening at the South Pole.  A problem with the second Dr. at the site has arisen and has to be removed.  This has been a problem as it is so cold the planes have a major problem on the ice.  Temps are about -70 deg F.

9. Gil stated that the permit has been applied for the Hot Dog Wagon and it will be set up at the Whitman Flea on Memorial Weekend.

10. Bob led the nominations for officers.  After a lot of conversation the following nominations were made.  President: Gil W1GMF; Vice Pres: Bob N1EDM; Secretary: Joe W1JOE; Treasurer: John N1PRK.  Anyone wishing to run for office will be considered next month as the nominations will be opened before the election.

11. Bob spoke about a bill that is before the Senate to stop use of Cell Phones in motor vehicles.  [Bill Ward supplied xerox copies of the House bill].  There is a conditions allowing 2 way radio and CB radios.  Bob suggests hams call the Representatives and have Ham radio considered also.

Meeting closed at 2130.

A Mini Auction was held after the meeting with a lot of merchandise changing hands with monies going to the club treasury.  Thanks to all for the contributions.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

Elections

As you have read in the above notes, the roster for the May club election is: Gil Follett, W1GMF, for President; Bob Mandeville, N1EDM, for Vice President, Joe Serrilla, W1JOE for Secretary, and John Wittey, N1PRK, for Treasurer.

If you feel qualified to run for office, approach any one of the Club Officers to be put on the ballot.  We would be pleased to put your name before the club.

Field Day

By Bob, N1EDM

As you read in the Secretary’s notes, Field Day is fast approaching.  Presently, we have two HF stations (N1EDM and N1FY).  We usually have three.  Anyone wanting to volunteer a 3rd station is welcome!  Let us know at the May meeting.  Field Day is on the 4th weekend of June, June 23-24.

Gil and Joe are planning on providing the eats for Field Day via the Chuck Wagon (did I just coin a new name?  The old one can’t be used in public).  Stick around for the barbecue if you work some contacts!!

On a more personal note, Carl and I have been putting on Field Day for many years – over 15 to my recollection.  We want to step down and let someone else take over, so this will be our last year as organizers.  It’s time for someone with new ideas to step in and take over for next year.  Field Day is so well organized now, that you only have to pick up the reins and keep driving.  Think about becoming the next Field Day coordinator.

SKYWARN Training & MEMA Drills

The next SKYWARN Training will be Thursday, May 24, 7-10PM at the Braintree Town Hall, 1 JFK Drive.  Training is hosted by the Braintree Emergency Management. 

On Monday evening, June 4 (7-9PM), there will be a MEMA Desktop Drill for Hurricane “Evan”.  Carl, N1FY, will need 2-3 volunteers. 

WARC Flea Market

Remember – Memorial Day weekend is the annual Spring WARC Flea Market.  There are always good bargains to be found there, and the Chuck Wagon (we don’t want to call it the Roach Coach in front of the membership) will be there.  Come down and help

While Not Strictly Ham Related

Bill Ward, W1ULJ, gave us a web site given to him by his brother.  If you are a long-time resident of Brockton or the vicinity, head up to www.geocities.com/banjow.  The site contains photos, circa 1948, of Brockton taken from an airplane based at the old Brockton Airport (how many of you ever even knew that Brockton once had its own airport).  The site was created by a photographer who had served in the Marines in WWII.

Bill before Congress
In the minutes, Bill Ward, W1ULJ, brought to our attention a bill that is before Congress (Senate No. 1217) which bans the use of cell phones in cars, but specifically exempts “Citizen Band Radio’s”.  There is a move to amend this bill before it is voted on to also include Amateur Radios.  Head up to www.state.ma.us/legis/bills/st/1270.htm.  You can also get more information at the EMA Section Manager Phil Temple’s website.  Head up and show your support for Amateur Radio by having ourselves recognized in this important bill. 

Walk For Life
by Barry Kennedy, N1EZH@mediaone.net
I will be walking in the "Relay For Life" which is a program sponsored by the American Cancer Society.  The benefit will be held from 3:00 PM on Friday June 1st until 3:00 PM on Saturday June 2nd at Dennis-Yarmouth Regional High School.  I am actually looking for Sponsors for this worthwhile event.  I think all of us know people who have been affected by Cancer.  Family, Friends, Co-Workers, either recovering, in remission, or have passed away.  In fact, one out of three Americans will eventually be stuck by Cancer, and 1.2 Million Americans were diagnosed with Cancer in 2000.

I will be on the Chief Petty Officers Association - Cape Cod Chapter's Team. There is no minimum contribution for Sponsoring me in the walk, and Cash or checks made out to the American Cancer Society.  Candle Bags can be purchased for $5.00 each in the name of someone we know who has been affected by Cancer.

Thanks,

de Barry - N1EZH

[Editors Note: You can make arrangements with Barry at the next club meeting, or via his email address above.  And, sign me up for a couple of candles, Barry].

(Motor) Bike-A-Thon

We received the following note from Joe Reynolds, KAGDQ.  

Subject: MS Bike a thon

My name is Joe Reynolds, ka1gdq.  I am trying to get hams to help out for the MS Bike Tour, Jun 30 & July 1, 2001.  This is usually the same weekend as Field Day, but this year its a week later.  If anyone is interested in helping with this event, please have them go to the web site below and fill out the form (or forward this email to them).

The site is http://ka1gdq.tripod.com/Help_great_mass_getaway.htm 

Thank you very much and 73's

Joe Reynolds - KA1GDQ

3 Keystone Rd

Holbrook, MA  02343 home: 781-767-6272

7 MHz "Realignment" among WRC-2003 Advisory Committee Preliminary Views

ARLB015, May 4, 2001

The FCC's World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 Advisory Committee has approved several "preliminary views" --or PVs—on expected WRC-03 agenda items.  Among these is a US preliminary view supporting a realigned 40-meter amateur allocation at 6900-7200 kHz on a worldwide primary basis. The FCC is soliciting public comment on all preliminary views by May 9.

The preliminary view was developed by Informal Working Group 6, which is dealing with most issues of concern to amateurs.  ARRL Technical Relations Specialist Walt Ireland, WB7CSL, serves as vice chairman of IWG-6.  The PV says that, alternatively, the US could support a 7000-7300 kHz worldwide primary amateur allocation.

Only amateurs in Region 2, which includes North and South America, have access to 7000-7300 kHz; the rest of the world has only 7000-7100 kHz, with the upper 200 kHz allocated for broadcasting.  ARRL Technical Relations Manager Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, says the ARRL would prefer going back to the pre-World War II worldwide 7000-7300 kHz scheme.  Some broadcasters, on the other hand, would like amateurs worldwide at 6800-7100 kHz, he said, so they would not have to move.  A Radio Conference Subcommittee backgrounder from the Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee--which reflects views of the federal government--said the issue "is liable to be very controversial."

Further complicating matters, Rinaldo said, is the fact that international HF broadcasters want to fold the 7 MHz realignment question into another WRC-03 agenda item examining the adequacy of HF broadcasting allocations from approximately 4 MHz to 10 MHz.  Broadcasters are expected to seek additional HF elbow room to accommodate digital transmissions to complement their existing AM channels.

Another PV with implications for amateurs would oppose the use of 420-470 MHz for use by the Earth Exploration-Satellite Service for so-called synthetic aperture radars, or SARs unless it can be shown that the satellites "do not cause harmful interference to amateur systems and stations." SARs are used to map regions on Earth's surface and are expected to be deployed primarily over tropical rainforest areas.

Rinaldo emphasized that the preliminary views do not represent formal US positions and are subject to change as preparations for WRC-03 move forward.

Comments on WAC preliminary views may be filed via e-mail to wrc03@fcc.gov. The FCC's WRC-03 Web site, http://www.fcc.gov/wrc-03, includes additional information as well as links to related documents.

WRC-03 is scheduled to begin June 9, 2003, and continue until July 4, 2003. The conference is expected to take place in Venezuela.
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