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March Meeting Activity

Meet Mr. Wizard
Dave Riley will be with us again this month.  You will remember Dave as the featured speaker (along with Bob Doherty, K1VV) a few months ago discussing Spark Gap and the upcoming Marconi Special Event.

This month, Dave will visit the opposite end of the spectrum – light waves.  Using simple optical transmitters found in the home, Dave will demonstrate how to carry on a QSO.  What type of “simple optical transmitters” are found in the home?  How about the venerated TV Remote?  

Make sure that you bring it to the meeting!

Dave will issue a door prize to the most innovative light receiver or transmitter.  He will only have the basics with me (too much to carry) and all will have a chance to make a QSO on 474Thz. voice or CW.

So, this months meeting is going to be a bit on the unusual side, so plan to be there!

Titanic 90th Anniversary Special Event

Mike Shortland, G0EFO, from the Titanic Wireless Commemorative Group, informs OPDX readers to look for a special event station to operate from 1030z on Saturday, April 13th, through 0547z on Monday, April 15th, to commemorate the heroism of Jack Phillips, Chief Wireless Telegraphist of the Titanic. 

Jack’s SOS calls (in Morse Code), saved more than 700 lives when the liner sank 90 years ago to the day on April 15th at 0547z.  Tragically, Jack himself was drowned.  He was only 25 years old.  

The special callsign GB90MGY will be aired during this event (Titanic's callsign was MGY), which will be operated by the members of the Titanic Wireless Commemorative Group (20 local hams and all members of the local Guildford and District Radio Society).

The station will operate from Godalming, Surrey, UK, birthplace of Jack, where his heroic deeds are still celebrated.  Activity will be on all amateur bands, CW only, from 80-10 meters (including the WARC bands).  QSLs via RSGB.  More information (including preferred operating frequencies) can be found at: http://www.gdrs.net/titanic

Carl’s Notes

Dates to Remember

Next Saturday, March 23, there will be a Simulated Emergency Test (SET) for Skywarn, ARES, RACES.  Time will be from 10:00am to 1:00pm.  Carl will need support at the EOC in Bridgewater as well as from your home using the 147.180 Repeater.  The SET will be a Hurricane scenario.

April 23 (Tuesday) will be a dress rehearsal for the FEMA Graded exercise scheduled for May.  It will be a Daytime event.  Expected hours are from 8:00AM to 3:00PM.  Operations will most likely be at the EOC and the Bridgewater State College.  Carl will issue more information on the repeater and at the club meeting regarding where and how to assemble on April 23.

On Wednesday, May 22, the actual graded exercise will be conducted for FEMA from 8:30AM-3:00PM.  This is where all your training will pay off.  This is also a paid exercise, so all FEMA-trained members should plan on attending.  This event only happens every other year.

Also on May 22, there will be Skywarn training at VA hospital.  Doors open 6:30PM.  Training starts at 7:00PM.  This is a good opportunity for new trainees to become qualified Skywarn spotters and a great refresher course for current spotters.

The Bridgewater EOC also has a web site that is still under construction.  Check out www.bridgewaterma.org, then click on Government.  There may already be information about the Bridgewater EOC.  Bear in mind that the site is still under construction.  If the info you are looking for is not there, it will be shortly.  It will also be a good URL to add to your Bookmarks to keep up with EOC news and event.

Vanity processing to resume

ARLB017 

The FCC now has all outstanding vanity applications initially filed last October in hand and is ready to resume routine vanity call sign processing, a spokesperson said.  Until this week, a single missing vanity application had been holding up a backlog of more than 2000 vanity applications.

''With the help of ARRL, the problem has been resolved, and we will begin processing vanity applications this week'' an FCC spokesperson at the FCC's Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, office said today.  ''So as not to overload the system, we will run batches of applications daily until amateur vanity processing is again up to date.''

At the core of the problem was some two weeks' worth of October paper vanity applications sent from Gettysburg to Washington, DC, last fall for anthrax decontamination that never made it back to Gettysburg.  FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau personnel at Gettysburg were successful in using information gleaned from payment receipts to contact most of the known paper filers via e-mail or telephone to have them resubmit copies of their vanity applications.

As a result, a few vanity call signs have trickled out of Gettysburg in recent weeks.  On February 27 and 28, the FCC processed a total of 74 vanity applications received last October 23-26.  Prior to last week, no amateur vanity call signs had been granted since February 1, and until late January, no vanity call signs had been issued since October 30.

Although most vanity applications are filed electronically, the FCC's policy is to give equal processing weight to paper and electronic applications. 

FCC making headway with vanity backlog

ARLB019 

[Follow-up to ARLB017]

The FCC has resumed routine vanity call sign processing.  As of March 11, the FCC had processed nearly 600 vanity applications out of a backlog estimated at more than 2000.

With all outstanding paper vanity applications initially filed last October in hand, the FCC restarted routine vanity processing March 6.  A spokesperson at the FCC's Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, office said the Commission plans to run batches of applications daily until amateur vanity processing is caught up.  So far, it's processed vanity applications received through December 11.

The FCC acknowledged the ARRL's assistance in efforts to contact the lone elusive applicant to have the individual resubmit a vanity application.  Contact finally was made with the applicant last week, and a reconstructed paper application was faxed to the FCC in Gettysburg.

The FCC says it's finally starting to receive the two weeks' worth of October paper vanity applications that had been missing and were at the core of the vanity holdup.  The applications had been sent from Gettysburg to Washington, DC, last fall for anthrax decontamination, but never made it back to Gettysburg.  Although the majority of vanity applications are filed electronically, the FCC's policy is to give equal processing weight to paper and electronic applications.

FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau personnel used applicant information from payment receipts to contact most of the known paper filers via e-mail or telephone to have them resubmit copies of their vanity applications.  As a result, a few vanity call signs had trickled out of Gettysburg in recent weeks.

Prior to the last week in February, however, no amateur vanity call signs had been granted since February 1, and until late January, no vanity call signs had been issued since October 30.

Field Day Planning

This is just a gentle reminder that Field Day, at least for planning purposes, is just around the corner.  

MARA needs new people to run the Field Day.  After running it for several years, Carl and Bob have decided to retire.  They will be happy to give advice to whomever decides to take charge.

Field Day is the club’s #1 Club activity for the year.  Start to give it some thought with ways that you think you could improve this year’s activity.

ARLD011 DX News

SB DX ARL ARLD011, March 14 2002

[We have some room this month for DX news]

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by

Tedd, KB8NW, the OPDX Bulletin, QRZ DX, PA3GIO, The Daily DX, WA7BNM and Contest Corral from QST.  Thanks to all.

VIETNAM, 3W.  JI6KVR, JA6IEF, 3W2LI and 3W2KA are active as XV3C, 3W3C, 3W2LI/3 and 3W2KA/3, respectively, from a new IOTA in the South China Sea Coast North Group, called Cham Island.  They are working in a non-stop operation with two stations active until their departure on March 18.  Activity is on 160 to 6 meters on SSB and CW.  QSL XV3C via EA5KB, 3W3C via EA5RM, and 3W2LI/3 and 3W2KA/3 via operators' instructions.

MALAWI, 7Q.  Harry, G0JMU is QRV as 7Q7HB until April 28.  QSL via G0IAS.

QATAR, A7.  A71MA has been QRV on 80 meters around 0200z and 20 meters around 0420z.

SAN FELIX AND SAN AMBROSIO, CE0.  Look for XR0X to be QRV from San Felix, IOTA SA-013, beginning March 17.  QSL via N7CQQ.

TAJIKISTAN, EY.  Alex, EY8CQ has been QRV using RTTY on 20 meters just after 0200z.  QSL via DJ1MM.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HI.  Bert, PA3GIO is QRV as PA3GIO/HI9 until March 21.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters, including 17 and 12 meters using SSB.  QSL to home call.

GUANTANAMO BAY, KG4.  Pick, WA5PAE and Jay, K4ZLE will be QRV as KG4IZ and KG4MO, respectively, from March 21 to April 29.  Most activity will be with CW, and emphasis will be on 160 meters.  QSL to home calls.

OGASAWARA, JD1.  Aki, JD1AMA has been QRV on 30 meters around 1130z.

NAMIBIA, V5.  Flo, KL7/G4DMA will be active from Aris as V51/G4DMA from March 17 until the end of the month.  Activity will be on 80 to 6 meters.

DUCIE ISLAND, VP6/D.  The Pitcairn Island Amateur Radio Association hopes to be active beginning around March 18 for one week.  They expect to be QRV as /MM prior to the arrival on the island.  Two stations will be QRV on 15 meters using CW and SSB for 24 hours a day, with stations active on the other bands as well.  An additional station will be QRV on 6 meters, and some activity using RTTY is likely.  QSL HF via VE3HO and 6 meters via JA1BK.

IRAQ, YI.  Peter, YI9OM has been QRV on 12 meters CW between 1300 and 1400z and then from 1800 to 1900z.  QSL via OM6TX.

ASCENSION ISLAND, ZD8.  Jim, N6TJ is active as ZD8Z until March 21.  He operates on all bands using CW and SSB, with a special emphasis on 160 meters and the newer bands.  QSL via VE3HO.

TOKELAU ISLANDS, ZK3.  Udo, DL9HCU is QRV as ZK3HC for one week.  He likes to operate QRP on CW usually on 20 and 15 meters.  QSL to home call.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The BARTG Spring RTTY Contest, Russian DX CW Contest, Virginia and Montana QSO Parties, YL International Single Sideband System QSO Phone Party, QRP Pesky Texan Armadillo Chase and the AGCW VHF/UHF Contest will certainly keep contesters busy this weekend.  Please see March QST, page 102 for details.

EOC Checklist

The February meeting became a training refresher session for how MARA and other hams and area clubs would react in the event of any type of emergency, whether caused by natural, a problem at Plymouth Nuc, or other more sinister acts.

Part of the materials handed out was a checklist of items to bring in the event of a callout, be it short or extended.  The handout is a Xerox of pages 8 and 9 of the ARRL Field Resources Manual.  The manual is available from the ARRL at a cost of $5.  When I purchased mine four years ago, that $5 also included postage.  I’m not sure if that is still true or not.  In any event, for short money it’s a piece of literature well worth having.

The checklist has been re-created below on its own unique page so that you can remove it from the newsletter and keep with your “Go-kit”.

Basic Deployment Equipment Checklist

· 2-Meter HT
· 2-Meter Mag-mount antenna and coax
· Ear-phone
· Paper and pencil
· ARES ID Card
· Extra batteries
· Appropriate clothing
· Food and water
The majority of these items should be kept in a “Ready Kit”.  Just pick it up on your way out the door for deployment.  You might also consider the items on the following list for including in this ready kit, designed to allow you to stay in the field for up to 72 hours.

Extended (72-hour) Deployment Equipment Checklist
· Snacks

· Throat Lozenges

· Prescriptions

· First Aid kit

· Log books

· 3-day change of clothes

· 3-day supply of water and food

· Flashlight

· Candles

· Alarm Clock

· Electrical and Duct tape

· Safety glasses

· Additional radios, packet gear

· Headphones

· RF Connectors

· Patch cords

· Extra coax

· Liquid refreshments

· Aspirin

· Toilet articles

· Message forms

· Shelter (tent and sleeping bags)
· Foul weather gear

· Portable stove; Mess kit with cleaning kit

· Batteries

· Waterproof matches

· Toolbox

· Soldering iron and solder

· VOM

· Microphone

· Power supplies, chargers

· Antennas with mounts

· SWR Bridge (VHF and HF)

· ARRL Standardized connectors (Molex 1545)







