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From The President’s Desk 

From the Desktop of the President, March 11, 2001

Well, we survived another Nor’Easter and a couple of more inches of snow for good measure.  I think that’s what makes us New Englanders, at least the ones who were born here!

The days are definitely getting longer and I even saw a robin in my yard last week.  There has been talk of coyotes in the neighborhood, too.

This month’s meeting will be held at the Bridgewater EOC.  It’s located just across the street from the library in the same building as the Bridgewater Police.  Carl will be demonstrating all of the new “toys” at the EOC.  As an added bonus, I won’t be there because I will be at school taking a course in PhotoShop.  I thing the way the schedule is setup, I’ll only miss one meeting.

The Saturday foxhunt is going well.  We even have some new foxhunters from Weymouth.  Joe and I had some fun with them last week.  By the end of the hunt, we had them running around in circles!!  It seems that people had failed to tell them not to believe anything we say on the air, at least during a foxhunt!!

Well, that’s it for now.  Have a great meeting.  Believe it or not, I’ll be thinking of you while I’m sitting in class.

73, Bob

A MARA Minute

From Secretaries Desk
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A MARA MINUTE

MEETING OPENED: 2000

February, 2001

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

KA1DZA, N1EDM, W1GMF, N1PRK

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury Report Read.

Motion: Accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter/Webpage

Motion: Accept as published. Seconded/Accepted

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Repeaters still working.  Some members stated that there seems to be some breaking or popping on the repeater.  It was suggested that the foul weather and high winds might be affecting the 2-meter antenna.  Also it was noted that the antenna is well older than 10 years and has already been rebuilt once.  Suggestion was made that consideration for a new antenna for 147.180 might be appropriate in the near future.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FYZ

Nothing new to report regarding use of the Callsign.

FOX HUNTING REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Fox Hunting is still happening every Saturday at 1000 on 146.565.  Lately even during foul weather. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Ed N1NTZ had some clocks with him that were for sale if anyone wished.

2. Many magazines were made available.

3. An announcement of the passing of Tom N1ZZM was made and a moment of silence was observed.  A motion was made and accepted to send a donation to the American Cancer Assoc. in Tom's name of 50.00.

4. Carl spoke about a system that is being developed through the three VA hospitals by Amateur Radio.  Carl said they would be looking at the Brockton Hospital system for guidelines.  This involvement will certainly help all relationships.

Carl N1FY gave a short talk on events at the EOC.

The meeting was turned over to Bob N1EDM discussion of videos and discussion on Model Aircraft Building by members of his Radio Control aircraft club.

Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

March Meeting Activity

By Carl Aveni, N1FY

I hope to see a lot of membership at the March club meeting.  It promises to be another interesting event.  We will be holding the meeting at the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in the Academy building across the street from the Bridgewater library (parking is at a premium there, so you most likely will have to park along Route 104).  We will have some “interesting” (I hope) incentives for you to attend (hint: do not eat a big supper before coming).  A tour of the EOC and the Radio room will be offered, along with a review of some of the procedures we o through when activated.  See you on March 20th.

My thanks to the membership for all of the support given during the Nor’Easter we had on March 5th and 6th.  It was a big help to the town of Bridgewater and to the National Weather Service through our Skywarn connections.  My special thanks to W1GMF, KB1CYV, and W1JOE (and of course, their wives) for 'keeping me company'.  I would also like to send along my thanks to N1IQQI, K1HTN, and N1PRK for being on the stand-by list for a shift change if needed.  In addition, my thanks go to all of those members who said that they would be available if needed and those who sent in reports.  As always, our professionalism and good operating techniques reflected well upon us with the Town of Bridgewater and National Weather.

73, Carl, N1FY

Tom Lehmann, N1ZZM, SK

It is always hard to write of the passing of a fellow friend and ham.  It is especially hard to write this about the passing of Tom Lehmann, N1ZZM.  Tom was taken from our ranks at much too early an age.  We only learned of it after last month’s MARANews had gone to press, hence the late announcement this month.  By now, everyone knows of Tom’s untimely passing, but we wanted to take the time to make special mention of it in MARANews.  Everybody knew Tom; we all liked and respected him for the person that he was, and for the courage and dignity that he possessed.  

The Massasoit ARA sends its heartfelt condolences to Tom’s entire family, and especially to son Jeff, N1ZZN, who is a ham and friend in his own right among us.

Tom, you will be missed.

Bob DeWitt, W1EYY SK

Bill Ward, W1ULJ

[Bob DeWitt, W1EYY, became a Silent Key on Sunday 3/11/01.  Bill Ward knew him for a good many years and had these thoughts about W1EYY]

I first met Bob DeWitt, W1EYY, when I was 13 years old, living in Brockton and we were both members of the Brockton Radio Club.  Visiting with hams I met, we drove to North Easton to visit with Bob.  His shack was in the lumberyard run by his father.  Seeing Bob’s station was what had inspired me to become a ham.

I remember seeing open racks and panels five feet high with meters and tubes glowing.  Rectifier tubes, 866’s, were showing blue vapor and red plates.  Large bottles (tubes) in the amplifier were lighting the area they were in, unlike today’s ‘rice box’ appliances/transceivers that you see today.

Towers in his backyard were made from 2x4’s, bolted together.  He had a rope method at the base to turn the antenna at the top.  The antenna was constructed of wood cross-arms with pipes as elements on 10-Meters.  Another tower was located in the yard and had a 5-Meter beam (yes, we had the ‘5’ Meter band back then) at the top.

Bob was a great inspiration to a lot of young fellows wanting to become ham operators.  He was always willing to help with advice.  And, he had other talents.  He was a great musician and could play the xylophone like a master.  Because of this, he earned the nickname ‘Chairman of the Board’.  He was always willing to entertain.

Sometime, if someone pumps, primes, and gets me started, I’d be happy to reminisce about some of the old-timers that inspired me in my early days of ham radio, from the 30’s into the 50’s.  I think I’d enjoy that more than my listeners would!

Upcoming Hamfests

(AKA Notes from the Dungeon)

John Wittey, N1PRK

Just a quick note from the Dungeon.  With regard to Hamfests, here is a list of upcoming Events in the area & others that are too good to miss.

If there is any interest in going to Dayton this spring please put you name down on the Dayton 2001 list in front of the Treasurer at the next meeting, or E mail me so I can see if a club trip can be arranged (assuming it would generate enough interest).  It's a long trip, ‘especially if you want to see it all & really enjoy yourself.  Bring a two-wheeler, you'll need it.

Here are the coming Hamfests: -

11 March.  Mount Tom ARA, Amherst MA.  Contact Cindy 413-568-1175 or N1FI@arrl.net

25-March.  Framingham ARA.  Contact  Beverly N1LOO.  508-626-2012

15 April.  MIT, Cambridge.  Contact  Steve   617-253-3776, E-mail  w1gsl@mit.edu

4-5 May.  WAS Rochester; NOW Hopkinton (Near Concord NH).  Contact Joe 207-469-3492

20 May.  MIT (same as above)

18-20 MAY.  Dayton, OH  See Dayton & LIVE.  Contact Tom    912-863-4970.  E-info@hamvention.org

June 17.  MIT see above

That's it folks.  Remember  Dayton 2001! you won’t regret it.  Take the Mrs.  They have Beanie babies & jewelry, which is heaven for the enemy.  She might love you for taking her.

More on Rochester and Hopkinton

Contributed by Steve Meuse, N1JFU and Tom, WA1MBA

<smeuse@mediaone.net>

Folks,

I don't normally post these sorts of things, but for the fraction of the readers of this list who frequent the largest ham flea market in the Northeast, it is important to know of this major change. 

[Remember that the only official source for Hosstraders information comes from Joe, K1RQG, Bob, W1GWU, and Norm WA1IVB.  And most of what you need to know is either here or on the K1RQG Hosstraders Website]

ATTN: All Amateurs/New England

"Hosstraders is indeed leaving Rochester and moving to the Hopkinton State Fairgrounds at Hopkinton, NH at exit 7 off I-89.  Our spring date will be May 4 and 5 (2001) which is one week earlier than the traditional Mother's Day weekend.  But the facilities are much nicer.

Those of you who remember Deerfield probably miss the trees and the country flavor as much as I do.  It has some nice amenities, but it has become apparent that our customers wanted something better.  After a couple years of quiet research and negotiation, we have struck a deal with the good folks at Hopkinton, and we are very excited for our future.  First of all, we're going to have TREES again.  And there is plenty of open space for the outdoor flea market crowd, well served with lots of electrical and water outlets.  There are over 200 numbered RV campsites with water and electricity in the flea area.  (By the way, water pressure is very high, so get a brass water pressure regulator before you hook up!)  The restrooms are plentiful and modern, and fully ADA compliant.  The access from population centers is excellent.  Only the last two miles of the trip is on road posted at less than 55 MPH.  Hopkinton is a nice country town with groceries, gas, hardware store, banks with ATMs, and a few small eateries.

From the south, drive up I-95 to I-89 to Exit 7.  Ignore all other exits, regardless of the signs saying Hopkinton.  At exit 7, go right at the bottom, then 100 yards and right again onto Kearsarge Avenue.  The B Gate is about a mile and a half on your left.  The village is less than a mile beyond the Fairgrounds.

Remember that the only official source of information on Hosstraders is from Joe, K1RQG, Bob, W1GWU, and me. And most of what you need to know is either here or on the K1RQG Hosstraders Website."

73, Norm

Breakfast Invitation

By Gary DeCoster, WA1CIM

The YMCA is having its annual breakfast at the Ridder Country Club on Wednesday, March 21st at 7:30-8:00 AM.  It usually is all over by 9:00.  All Mara Members have been invited to attend.  Any who wishes to attend should call the Y and leave a message with Debbie Dorsch, stating your name, MARA affiliation and that you will attend.  It is a way the Y thanks people for donations to the youth support fund that we recently donated to.  They take the opportunity to thank you and tell you the money is well spent.

For Sale

Dave Clemons, K1VUT

I have two items for sale, offered only to MARA club members at this time.  Both items have had just one nonsmoking owner.  (The radios haven't smoked either!)

· INDEX LABS QRP-PLUS, CPU was upgraded about a year before Index Labs sold their business.  Comes with microphone but you supply 12-volt power supply.  This was considered the best QRP transceiver built in its time (mid 1990's).  $475.00

· Kenwood TS-930s, comes with desk microphone and Nel-Tech DVK.  (Also includes built-in automatic antenna tuner and Kenwood 500Hz CW filter.)  $825.00

I can be contacted at dave@egh.com or at (781)861-0670 if you  ask for Dave Clemons.

Amateur Radio Spectrum Act of 2001 Introduced

ARLB007

The Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection Act of 2001 is now officially HR 817. Rep Michael Bilirakis of Florida introduced the bill on March 1 in the US House of Representatives. ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, and ARRL First Vice President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, visited the Congressman's office to thank him personally for his continuing interest in protecting amateur allocations.

The measure has been referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. The bill seeks to amend the Communications Act of 1934 by requiring the FCC to make no reallocation of primary Amateur and Amateur-Satellite allocations, diminish any secondary Amateur and Amateur-Satellite allocations, or make additional allocations within amateur allocations that would substantially reduce their utility without also providing equivalent replacement spectrum.

Early this month, a contingent of ARRL officials went to Washington for a three-day round of visits with senators and congressmen and their staff members. Haynie and Harrison also visited the FCC, where they spoke with Peter Tenhula, Chief of Staff to FCC Chairman Michael Powell.

Haynie was upbeat about the impact of the visits. ''Once again we had an opportunity to tell our story about Amateur Radio and the important function it serves, especially in public service and education,'' he said.

R/C Flying

By Bob, N1EDM

The four of us who put on the show last month had as much fun as those of you who attended.  There was one bearded figure who you might not have recognized.  Let me introduce you to Bill Verge, N1QVN.  Besides being a ham, Bill is Secretary of the South Shore Radio Control Club.  We also want to thank Paul Rondo for bringing in his top-secret scale model of a WWII P-38 Lightning, done up as “Lefty’s Lightning”.  The full-scale airplane that this was modeled after is still flying.

Contact Ed McSweeney, KB1CYX, and I for more information about becoming an R/C’er.  Bill flies with the WingBusters club in Halifax, and I fly at the SSRCC site at the prison in Bridgewater.

In the meantime, if you would like to find more information on the web, start with the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AKA .AMA) Web Site at www.modelaircraft.org  An interesting forum site about everything on R/C aircraft can be found at www.rco.net.  Click on forums.  Enjoy!
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