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Secretary’s Report

02/15/2011

6:40: Meeting called to order by Pete N1NVV

Present were:

Carl, N1FY; Bill, KA1TXK; Walt, W1WCF; Bruce, NI1X; Roy, KB1CYV; Dave, WA1UMT; Jeff, N1ZZN; Barry, N1EZH; Jay, N1FDX; Pete, N1NVV; Bob, N1LCY; John, N1PRK; and Judy, KB1SRO

Secretary’s Report – None for the last 2 months (Holiday Dinner) Jan.

Treasurer’s Report: Accepted as read by Phil N1XTB

Membership Dues – give to Phil 

Request to support Boston Marathon 

Flea markets coming up.

Carl:

New ‘old radio’ at the EOC – ICOM dual bander MEMA Radio back at EOC

HF antenna needs repair at EOC. 

2 Skywarn training sessions  - Go to WX1BOX.org  for schedule

Ed Dixon WA1HIH has resigned from the club.

Speakers needed for meetings – contact Pete N1NVV

900 mhz Thursdays (All Day) -  If you have a 900mhz radio, get on a nearby repeater!

19:05 Meeting adjourned

K1NUN  gave an interesting presentation on stealth antennas.

Respectfully submitted ,

Bob Keene, N1LCY
Next Meeting :  March 15, 2011   at  Bridgewater 

Public Library  6:30 P.M.

Membership Renewal

With the beginning of each year comes the time for membership renewal and 

the payment of dues. We make this reminder because some of us need  to be jolted

out of the winter doldrums You can bring your check to the next meeting or send it along to our post office box at  MARA  P.O. Box  428 Bridgewater, MA 02324.   

Single Member is $25.00,  Family is $30.00, Senior is $20.00

FCC Issues California Man $7000 Forfeiture Order for Refusing FCC Inspection 

03/10/2011 

After a Merced, California man refused to let FCC investigators inspect his Citizens Band (CB) radio station, the FCC issued a Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture (NAL) for $7000. The Commission found that Ira Jones “apparently willfully and repeatedly” violated Section 303(n) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, and Section 95.426(a) of the Commission’s rules by failing to permit the inspection.

On March 26, 2010 and August 27, 2010, agents from the FCC’s San Francisco Office responded to a complaint regarding radio frequency interference within the radio communication system equipment of the Merced County Fire Department. On each of these dates -- in an effort to determine the cause of the reported interference created within the Merced County Fire Department radio communication equipment and to resolve it -- the agents requested an inspection of Jones’ CB radio station. Jones denied both requests, despite the fact that at both inspections, the agents explained the violations to Jones, and provided him with repeated verbal and written on-scene warnings of the consequences of refusing to allow an inspection of a radio station.

Jones must pay the $7000 forfeiture by April 9, 2011 or file a written statement by that date, seeking a reduction or cancellation of the proposed forfeiture.

Respected Journal Publishes Explanation for Low Sunspots

03/04/2011 

An article in the March 3 issue of the journal Nature purports to explain the extended sunspot minimum from 2008-2010. According to one of the authors, Piet Martens, the last time a sunspot minimum lasted twice as long as usual was around 1913 and before that, 1810. Although solar activity has increased recently, scientists have been puzzled by the recent lack of sunspots. This quiet period had prevented the ionosphere from supporting much of the long-range higher frequency HF Amateur Radio communication that had been expected during the past few years.

After simulating 210 previous sunspot cycles, Martens, along with Dibyendu Nandi and Andres Munoz-Jaramillo, discovered that extended solar minima have coincided with unusually weak magnetic fields at the Sun’s poles. The three scientists were associated with Montana State University while they conducted their research. 

NASA, which sponsored the research along with the Department of Science and Technology of the government of India, made this news release available on March 2:


NASA-SPONSORED RESEARCH EXPLAINS MISSING SUNSPOTS

WASHINGTON -- NASA-sponsored research has resulted in the first computer model that explains the recent period of decreased solar activity during the sun's 11-year cycle. 

This recent solar minimum, a period characterized by a lower frequency of sunspots and solar storms, was the deepest observed in almost 100 years. The solar minimum has repercussions on the safety of space travel and the amount of orbital debris our planet accumulates. 

Solar scientists around the world were puzzled by the extended disappearance of sunspots in 2008-2009. Results published in Thursday's edition of Nature indicate the mystery may be solved. 

"Plasma currents deep inside the sun interfered with the formation of sunspots and prolonged the solar minimum," says lead author Dibyendu Nandi of the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research in Kolkata. 

During this deep solar minimum, the sun's magnetic field weakened, allowing cosmic rays to penetrate the solar system in record numbers, making space a more dangerous place to travel. At the same time, the decrease in ultraviolet radiation caused Earth's upper atmosphere to cool and collapse. 

As a consequence space debris stopped decaying and started accumulating in Earth orbit due to decreased atmospheric drag. These effects demonstrate the importance of understanding the entire solar cycle, during both minimum and maximum. 

Observations from NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory (SDO) will eventually provide measurements that could validate the current model and provide the basis for future solar cycle prediction. 

"This research demonstrates how observations from Heliophysics System Observatory missions stimulate new theories and advance modeling techniques," said Richard Fisher, director of the Heliophysics Division in NASA's Science Mission Directorate at the agency's headquarters in Washington. 

This research was funded by NASA's Living With a Star Program and the Department of Science and Technology of the government of India. 

For more information about the research, visit http://www.nasa.gov/sunearth
Amateur MF Allocation Moves a Step Closer 

02/24/2011 

Amateur Radio has moved a step closer to a medium frequency (MF) allocation below the AM broadcast band. During the first week of the Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM) for the 2012 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-12) of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), held in Geneva February 14-25, delegates completed the drafting of nine pages of analysis of the technical and regulatory issues related to WRC-12 Agenda Item 1.23: consideration of a possible secondary allocation to the Amateur Service of about 15 kHz somewhere between 415 and 526.5 kHz. Two possible methods of satisfying the agenda item, along with the possibility of there being no change (and therefore no allocation), are set out in the CPM Report, along with the advantages and disadvantages of each.

What is now called Method A envisions an allocation of up to 15 kHz between 472 and 487 kHz. Method B calls for allocations of 461-469 kHz and 471-478 kHz. Another Method that had been developed at earlier meetings of Working Party 5A of the ITU Radiocommunication Sector, for an allocation of about 15 kHz between 493 and 510 kHz, was dropped from the draft CPM Report because no support for this approach had developed among the administrations participating in the preparatory process. A new digital system centered on 500 kHz is being developed by the maritime radio community, and an amateur allocation, even on a secondary, not-to-interfere basis, was found to be incompatible with the planned system.

“The hard work of a team of radio amateurs led by the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) -- and with considerable help from friendly administrations -- has gotten us to this point,” said ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, K1ZZ, who attended the first half of the CPM on behalf of the IARU. “While more support will need to be developed among other administrations if we are to achieve an allocation at WRC-12, our prospects are better now than they were a week ago.” He gave particular credit to Ken Pulfer, VE3PU, who has coordinated the IARU effort and gained valuable support from the Canadian administration. “Ken and the IARU team have been working on this issue for three years,” Sumner said.

ARRL Chief Technology Officer Brennan Price, N4QX attended the CPM as a member of the United States delegation. The US supports what is now called Method B, which also has sufficient support among other administrations in the Americas to have become an Inter-American Proposal of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) [see this article for more information]. At this stage, what is now called Method A has support from several administrations in Europe, Africa, Asia and Oceania.

WRC-12 will be held in Geneva next year from January 23 to February 17.

Skywarn Training Sessions

The following Skywarn Training Sessions have been scheduled during 2011

Saturday April 2nd, 2011: 10 AM-1 PM:

Westerly Police Headquarters

60 Airport Road

Westerly, RI

Taught by: Amateur Radio Coordinator

Registration: Pre-registration required. Site seats 50 people. RSVP via

Rob Macedo-KD1CY via email at rmacedo at rcn dot com or Jim Creamer-KB1MAO

at divingdog at cox dot net

Thursday April 14th, 2011: 6-9 PM:

Salem State University Meier Hall Room 426

358 Lafayette Street

Salem, Mass

Taught by: NWS Taunton Forecaster

Registration: None Required.

Monday May 16th, 2011: 7-10 PM:

Morton Hospital and Medical Center - Margaret Stone Conference Room

88 Washington Street

Taunton Mass.

Taught by: Amateur Radio Coordinator

Registration: Pre-registration required. RSVP via Rob Macedo-KD1CY via email

at rmacedo at rcn dot com

Saturday June 4th, 2011: 1-4 PM:

Brockton VA Medical Center - Building 22: Training Rooms 2 and 3

940 Belmont Street

Brockton, Mass

Taught by: NWS Forecasters

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2011
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

*******************************************************************************

2011                                                    Contact         

 Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

5 Mar Feeding Hills MA MtTARA @TurnverneinClb        Mary N1TOY 413 967 4008  

19 Mar Dayville CT ECARA @StJosephCh $3@8 $10/T      Paul KE1LI 860 928 2456 F

20 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15        Norm W3IZ 860 584 1403 F

25 Mar Lewiston ME ME AARC StConv @ Ramada           Ivan N1OXA 207 577 5152 A

26 Mar Middleetown NY OCARC @CommCtr                  Neil AC2O 914 490 2001 A

27 Mar Henniker NH CVRC @CommSch                   Donald N1ZIH 603 651 8000 A

3 April Framingham MA FARA @KeefeTech $5@9 $25/T      Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012  

10 Ap LaGrangeville NY MtBARC @TymorPk             David KC2AFK 845 677 5079 A

16 Ap Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30  Charlie 603 898 4821 F

16 Ap S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion $5@8 $10/t@6:30  Bryce K1GAX 207 799 1116 W

16 Ap Gales Ferry CT RASON Auction                  Gary WT1SND 860 884 4218 A

16 Ap LaSalle PQ MARC @CanLegion $5@9 $10/T@8:15          James 514 990 1965 R

17 April Cambridge MA            FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

29,30 April Deerfield NH Nearfest IX @FG             Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 

30 Ap 1 My Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553  

14 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FD $6@8 +$6/sp@6        Tom KC2FCP 518 272 1492  

15 May Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

20-22 May Dayton OH

28 May Vernon CT NARC @Toland AgCtr                 Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 A

4 June Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN                  John 860 673 0518  

4 June Goshen CT SBARC @FG                            Lee K1LEE 860 435 0051 A

4 June Hermon ME PSARC @HS                         Roger KA1TKS 207 848 3846  +

12 June Queens NY HoSARC                         Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 A

18 June Newington CT NARL @StMarySch                 Steve WV1X 860 594 0265 A+

19 June Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

17 July Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

13 Aug St Albans VT StARC @VFW                        Arn N1ARN 802 309 0666 A+

21 Aug Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

28 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @FG                        Timothy KE3HT 413 822 7075 A

10 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7                Al KA1IEG 518 677 3316  

10 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN                 John 860 673 0518  

17 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch               William AA1ZR 207 853 2951 A

18 Sept Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

2 Oct Queens NY HoSARC                           Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 A

9 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@8         John N1GNV 203 440 4468  +

14,15 Oct Deerfield NH Nearfest X @FG                Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T

16 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

29 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799  

29 Oct Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821  +

4 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  

5,6 Nov Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~    John 781 592 2553   

12 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7  Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  

3 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518  

*******************************************************************************

LAST UPDATE 2-28-11 de W1GSL         http://swapfest.us               

This Week on the Radio

This week:
· March 12 -- AGCW QRP Contest; ARCI HF Grid Square Sprint

· March 12-13 -- Idaho QSO Party

· March 13 -- North American Sprint (RTTY); SKCC Weekend Sprint; UBA Spring Contest (CW)

· March 13-14 -- Wisconsin QSO Party; EA PSK31 Contest

· March 15-16 -- CLARA HF Contest

Next week:
· March 19 -- 10-10 International Mobile Contest; AGCW VHF/UHF Contest; Feld Hell Sprint (local time)

· March 19-20 -- Oklahoma QSO Party; North Dakota QSO Party; Russian DX Contest

· March 19-21 -- Virginia QSO Party; BARTG HF RTTY Contest

· March 21 -- Run for the Bacon QRP Contest

· March 23 -- SKCC Sprint

DX NEWS

LESOTHO, 7P.  Wayne, W5KDJ and Frosty, K5LBU will be QRV as 7P8KDJ

and 7P8CF, respectively, from the Trading Post Guesthouse from March

11 to 21.  Activity will be on 160 to 10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY

and PSK with two stations active simultaneously.  QSL direct to home

calls.

BAHRAIN, A9.  David, A92GE has been active on 12 meters around

1500z.  QSL to home call.

MOROCCO, CN.  Mathieu, MJ0ASP will be QRV as CN2MR from Marrakech

from March 14 to 21.  Activity will be on 40 to 10 meters using CW,

with most activity on the newer bands.  QSL to home call.

PHILIPPINES, DU.  Operators from the CW-Philippines group are QRV as

DZ1P from the Polillo Islands, IOTA OC-091, until March 13.  QSL via

4F1OZ.

FRANCE, F.  The Council of Europe radio club is active as TP50CE

until March 13 and then again on March 18.  QSL via F5LGF.

ST. PIERRE ET MIQUELON, FP.  Allan, W6HGF will be QRV as FP/W6HGF

from Miquelon, IOTA NA-032, from March 14 to 22.  Activity will be

on 160 to 10 meters using mainly RTTY and other digital modes.  QSL

to home call.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HI.  John, KL7JR and Claire, WL7MY are QRV as

HI3/KL7JR and HI3/WL7MY, respectively, from Hispaniola Island, IOTA

NA-096, until June.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters using SSB.  QSL

both calls via KL7JR.

CURACAO, PJ2.  Don, W5FKX, Jim, N5HZ, Dave, W5XU, and Mike, W5ZPA

are QRV as PJ2/home calls from Signal Point Station until March 17.

Activity is on all bands and modes.  QSL to home calls.

MOUNT ATHOS, SV/A.  Monk Apollo, SV2ASP/A has been active using RTTY

on 12 meters around 1500z.  QSL direct to home call.

CAMEROON, TJ.  Special event station TJ3FC is QRV until March 30 in

celebration of the 51st anniversary of Francophone.  QSL via F5LGE.

ST. KITTS AND NEVIS, V4.  Halford, K5MV is QRV as V4/K5MV from St.

Kitts, IOTA NA-104, until March 17.  Activity is holiday style on

160 to 6 meters using CW and SSB.  QSL to home call.

NAMIBIA, V5.  Special event callsign V521NAM is QRV in celebration

of the 21st anniversary of the independence of the country and the

beginning of the Namibian Amateur Radio League.  QSL via V51NAM.

BRUNEI, V8.  Kanzi, JA4ENL is QRV as V85NL until March 14.  QSL to

home call.

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS, VP2V.  Peter, G3PHO is QRV as VP2V/G3PHO

from Tortola Island, IOTA NA-023, until March 18.  Activity is on

160 to 10 meters using CW and SSB.  This includes being an entry in

the RSGB Commonwealth CW contest.  QSL direct to home call.

ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR ISLANDS, VU4.  Some members of the Amateur Radio

Society of India plan to be QRV as VU4PB from the capital of Port

Blair from March 15 to 31.  Activity will be with up to four

stations on all bands using CW, SSB and RTTY and EME on 6 meters.

QSL direct via W3HNK.

VIET NAM, XV.  Yannick, XV4Y is QRV from the Mekong Delta in the

south of Vietnam.  Activity is mainly on 40, 20, 17 and 15 meters

from 0700 to 0900z and then 1300 to 1500z.  QSL direct via OK1DOT.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
Bridge APRS Node 145.09  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4

Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

DX Clusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor    maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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