[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image1.png]



Founded February 6, 1962

March 2008

Volume 47 Issue 03

Secretary’s Report

MARA Meeting Minutes

February 19, 2008

Meeting called to order by Carl, N1FY at 20:00 – Present were:

Carl, N1FY; Barbara, K1MRH; Bob, K1REL; Leo, WB1EZC; Bruce, NI1X; Paul, KB1MTW; Paul, N1VTI; Barry, N1EZH; Alan, N1MXH; Bob, K1WGU; Bob, N1LCY; Jeff, N1ZZN; Walt, W1WCF; Pete, N1NVV; Phil, N1XTB; Roy, KB1CYV; and John, N1PRK.

Introductions were done around the room.

No Secretary’s Report because there was no meeting in January

Treasurer’s report accepted as read

Repeaters:

Kindercomp 147.18 now back working again with new controller and tone board.

444.55 working OK

The Club’s January dinner was discussed. Fun was had by all! 

Field Day discussions- Phil & Joe

There was some interest in Field day.

Location for Field Day?

Whitman ARC – East Bridgewater YMCA

MARA – Bridgewater EOC

Or Combined Field Day?

Phil may decide at Whitman meeting on operating locations of each club.

Combined meals for both clubs was discussed

Club Elections coming up in May for officers

Public Service events Thurs. March 6 – at Bridgewater EOC

Tues .April 2 – official graded exercise

Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant – FEMA

Monday April 21 - Boston Marathon

Volunteers needed

Bridgewater EOC Emergency Backup Communications

ARES SKYWARN Museum of Science

Annual Hurricane drill – Statewide Drill in June

Hams Update your ARES Database info

WBZ Publicity – Skywarn logo seen on weather forecasts.

Advanced Communication Workshop in Walpole 

Saturday in April

Skywarn Training 7-8 Sessions this year

Refresher courses are advised for those of us that haven’t taken the course in a couple of years.

There are several road race events coming up this year that will be needing communications support.

Whitman ARC Foxhunt

N1VTI -  will be the Fox on March 29 in Whitman

10am start

12pm talk-in for those that have not found the fox

Tuna Can QRP Kits available to members - $25

Reunion Meeting for past members of the club was brought up for discussion.

If anyone can obtain a list of past members, please bring to next meeting.

*** Still need Net Control Operators ***

Tues and Sat Evenings – If you are willing to learn, training will be provided.

Meeting adjourned 20:50

Respectfully submitted

Bob Keene N1LCY

Secretary

Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on March  18, 2008 at the EOC.

Net operators are needed for the Tuesday & Saturday night nets. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NVV

It’s Membership Renewal Time again:

MARA membership dues for 2008 are $25.00
Please make your checks payable to and mail to:


MARA
PO BOX 428 
BRIDGEWATER, MA 02324

Phil, our Treasurer, thanks you.

FCC FIXES TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS IN PART 97
 
On March 12, in an effort to correct typographical errors in the
Commission's Rules (including rules affecting Part 97, the Amateur Radio
Service), the FCC released a Memorandum Opinion and Order (MOO)
<http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DA-08-530A1.pdf>.
According to the FCC, these changes in the MOO are "non-substantive
editorial revisions" and do not introduce new rules or change old rules
applicable to Amateur Radio operators. 
 
In this MOO, the FCC is updating the Allocation Table and service rules
for the Amateur Radio Service with regard to the band 75.5-81 GHz. In
2003, the Commission released a Report & Order (R&O)
<http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-03-248A1.pdf>,
commonly called the "70/80/90 GHz R&O," that adopted a transition plan
for the amateur use of the segment 75.5-76 GHz. The Commission concluded
that moving Amateur Radio operations out of the 75.5-76 GHz band would
not pose a major inconvenience to the Amateur Radio Service, but would
"substantially benefit future fixed services, because it would eliminate
the possibility of harmful interference from amateurs." Accordingly, the
primary allocations to the Amateur and Amateur Satellite Services in the
75.5-76 GHz band were downgraded from primary to secondary status, with
secondary use ceasing on January 1, 2006. After that date, the band
75.5-76 GHz was no longer available for use by the Amateur Service or
the Amateur Satellite Service. 
 
This transition plan was codified in footnote US387 and in Section
97.303(r)(3) of the Commission's Amateur Service rules. Because the
transition period has concluded, the Commission "removed expired
footnote US387 from the list of U.S. footnotes and we are amending Part
97 of the Commission's Rules to reflect this allocation change by: (1)
revising the entry "75.5-81.0" GHz in Section 97.301(a) to read "76-81"
GHz; (2) removing paragraphs (r)(2) and (r)(3) from Section 97.303; and
(3) renumbering paragraph (r)(1) as paragraph (r)." 
 
In October 2006, the FCC released another Report & Order (R&O)
<http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-06-149A1.pdf>,
the "Amateur Phone Band Expansion R&O," that expanded the phone bands.
With the release of the MOO, the FCC is making two changes. 
 
The first change to the October 2006 R&O is simply a correction of a
typographical error in the Rules for the General phone allocation on 15
meters. In the Amateur Phone Band Expansion R&O, the Commission revised
21.30-21.45 MHz to read 21.275-21.45 MHz, but the current codification
of the rule does not reflect this change. All the Commission did was to
bring the Rules into alignment with the R&O. 
 
The second change fixed an omission in the Novice/Technician allocation
on 40 meters. The FCC found that when the Amateur Phone Band Expansion
R&O was released, "the Commission expanded the frequency segment
authorized for amateur voice communications within the 40 meter band by
correspondingly reducing a band segment used for narrowband emission
types by 25 kHz, from 7.100-7.150 MHz to 7.100-7.125 MHz." The revised
frequency table in Section 97.301(e) of the FCC's Rules that lists
authorized frequency bands for Novice and Technician Class inadvertently
omitted 7.100-7.125 MHz from Regions 1 and 3. "Because the Amateur Phone
Band Expansion R&O addressed the division of amateur frequencies among
permissible emission types and not between geographic ITU Regions, we
must further amend Section 97.301(e), as set forth in Appendix C, to
implement the Commission's decision. Specifically, we are revising the
40 meter band by reinserting the segment '7.100-7.125' MHz in the Region
1 and Region 3 columns." 
 
The FCC also took the opportunity to remove a double negative from
Section 97.303(b). Before the release of the MOO, this Section read: "No
amateur station transmitting in the 1900-2000 kHz segment, the 70 cm
band, the 33 cm band, the 23 cm band, the 13 cm band, the 9 cm band, the
5 cm band, the 3 cm band, the 24.05-24.25 GHz segment, the 76-77.5 GHz
segment, the 78-81 GHz segment, the 136-141 GHz segment, and the 241-248
GHz segment SHALL NOT cause harmful interference to, nor is protected
from interference due to the operation of, the Federal radiolocation
service." The FCC chose to take out the word "NOT" to bring the rule's
words in line with the spirit of the rule.
 Evacuation Drill Photos

Here are a few photos courtesy of Roy, KB1CYV of MARA members participating in the Evacuation Drill on  March 6 at the EOC.



 










ARRL Continuing Education Course Registration
Registration remains open through Sunday, March 23, 2008, for these online course sessions beginning on Friday, April 4, 2008: Technician License Course (EC-010);
Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Level 1 (EC-001); Radio Frequency
Interference (EC-006); Antenna Design and Construction (EC-009); Analog
Electronics (EC-012), and Digital Electronics (EC-013). Each online
course has been developed in segments -- learning units with objectives,
informative text, student activities and quizzes. Courses are
interactive, and some include direct communications with a
Mentor/Instructor. Students register for a particular session that may
be 8, 12 or 16 weeks (depending on the course) and they may access the
course at any time of day during the course period, completing lessons
and activities at times convenient for their personal schedule. Mentors
assist students by answering questions, reviewing assignments and
activities, as well as providing helpful feedback. Interaction with
mentors is conducted through e-mail; there is no appointed time the
student must be present -- allowing complete flexibility for the student
to work when and where it is convenient. To learn more, visit the CCE
Course Listing page <http://www.arrl.org/cce/courses.html> or contact
the Continuing Education Program Coordinator <cce@arrl.org>.

Exhibit Kits Now Available for Field Day

Please visit our Field Day information page <http://www.arr.org/fieldday> for all the details on Field Day rules, frequencies, forms, pins, logos and T shirts. The
complete Field Day packet can be downloaded from the site as well. If
you have unanswered questions about Field Day, contact ARRL Field Day
Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, via e-mail <fcinfo@arrl.org> or by phone at
860-594-0236. If you want to order exhibit kits containing printed
flyers about Amateur Radio, you may order these materials
<http://www.arrl.org/brochures/> on the ARRL Web site. The cost of the
exhibit kits ranges from $8-$12 depending on shipping. To make sure
you'll have the display material in time for Field Day, your order must
be received before June 13.
NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2008
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

March  2008                                                    

Contact          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                 

 
 
 
29 Mar Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @7AM Indoors     John 860 673 0518  
 
30 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15     
 Chet KA1ILH 860 628 9346 F
 
30 Mar Henniker NH CVRC @Comm Sch                      
Jim NS1E 603 428 7436 A 
 
4,5 Apr Lewiston ME AARC ME Conv @Ramada            
 Bill N1KAT 207 782 4862 A
 
5 Apr Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$15@6 $3@8  
Lynne KB1FEM 603 421 0940   
 
6 April Framingham MA FARA @Keefe Sch $25/T@7:30 $5@9 Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012 F
 
12 April LaSalle PQ MARC @CanLegion $5@9 $10/T@8            Jim 514 697 7205 W+
 
13 April LaGrangeville NY MtBARC @TymorePk            
Jim K2JIM 845 427 2702 A
 
19 Apr Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F
 
19 Apr S Portland ME PAWA @AM Legion $5@8 $10/T@6:30 Mike N1GRO 207 797 6584 W
 
20 April Cambridge MA            FLEA at MIT               
Nick 617 253 3776  
                 Third Sunday April thru October                               
 
26 April Middletown NY OCARC @WallkillCommCtr $5@8    Tom W2TRR 845 401 3757 W+
 
27 Ap Lindenhurst NY GSBARC @FireMmPk $6@9$25/T@7 Walter KA2RGI 631 957 0218 F+
 
2-3 May Deerfield NH NearFest @FG                    

Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W
 
3-4 May Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~    John 781 592 2553 W
 
10 May Rensselaer NY EGARA @FireCo $5@8 $5/sp@6  
   Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1494 
 
18 May Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT              
   Nick 617 253 3776  
 
24 May Vernon CT NARC @Tolland AgCtr                 
   Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 A+
 
25 May Sorel-Tracy PQ @CurlingClb $5@9 $15/T@6       
    Luc VE2DWE 450 743 8676 R+
 
30-31 May  Rochester NY RARA                        

   Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 W
 
1 June Bethpage NY LIMARC @Briarcliff $6@9 $10/Sp  Richie K2KNB 516 694 4937 F+
 
7 June Hermon ME PSARC @HS @8                      
   Roger KA1TKS 207 848 3846 W
 
7 June Goshen CT SBARC @FG Rt 63 $3@8                
   Lee K1LEE 860 435 0051  
 
8 June Queens NY HOSARC                          

   Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 


14 June Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @6AM Tailgate   John 860 673 0518   


15 June Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               
   Nick 617 253 3776  
                                            
21 June Newington CT NARL @HS                        

   Mary K1MMH 860-563-2840 W+
 
12 July Union ME PBARC @Thompson Comm Ctr         
   Scott KB1DSW 207 354 6809 A
 
20 July Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               
   Nick 617 253 3776  
 
9 Aug Gales Ferry CT RASON @VFD $4@9 $15/T        
   Wayne KB1NKK 206 350 3064  
 
15-16 Aug Swanton VT STARC AirportRD $5/D+$5/DTG     
    Arn N1ARN 802 285 6457  +
 
17 August Cambridge MA           FLEA at MIT              
    Nick 617 253 3776  
 
21 Aug Halifax NS HARC 75th Anv @StVincentUniv    
    Howard VE1DHD 902 490 6421 
 
22-24 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA  NE Conv                
    Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W 
 
13 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @6AM Tailgate   John 860 673 0518   
 
13 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG              

     Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385 
 
14 Sept Newtown CT CARA @TownHall $6@8:30  $10/15@7     Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880 W+
 
20 Sept Alton NH MASONS @Lodge @7 Tg$10 $20/inside T  Bob W1GWU 603 776 0086 T 
 
21 Sept Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               
     Nick 617 253 3776  
 
26-27 Sept Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553 W+
 
5 Oct Queens NY HOSARC                          

     Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 
 
12 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9        
John N1GNV 203 440 4468  
 
18 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F
 
19 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               
Nick 617 253 3776  
 
25 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA2RYV 860 464 6555  
 
1 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$15@6 $3@8 
 Lynne KB1FEM 603 421 0940   
 
7 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  
 
8 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7   Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  
 
6 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @7AM Indoors      John 860 673 0518   
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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