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Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 2/20/2007

Carl N1FY opened the meeting at 8:00PM

SECRETARY’S REPORT

No secretary’s report was presented

TREASURER’S REPORT

The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read

REPEATER TRUSTEES 

Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, Lou N1UEC, and

Bob N1EDM

REPEATERS

Repeaters are doing fine

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

Skywarn training  May 3 in Walpole

Nominations for officers are open

Bruce, NINX  is recuperating

Don, K1DC is out of intensive care

CALL SIGN TRUSTEE

Phil N1XTB is the new Trustee of the Call 

Sign as of Jan 1 2007

Carl N1FY closed the meeting at 8:45PM

Respectfully Submitted, Loren N1IQI

Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on March 20, 2007 at the EOC.

Please note that we are at that time of the year for membership renewal, please forward your dues by mail or bring them to the next meeting. 

Net operators are needed for the Saturday night net. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

Don K1DC is recovering. Taking long walks and spending time on 3818 ssb in the mornings. He should be ready to run the marathon soon. He says “Please pass my thanks and 73 to the MARA guys for their prayers and thought.”
Please keep Fr. Peter Shakalis KA1WGV in your thoughts, he is not well.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NV V

Operation Communication Pathways

Operation Communication Pathways was a drill held on February 24 to test 

communication over a wide area. The most fun was the simplex test (no repeaters) where a piece of traffic from the North Shore was relayed via K1MIZ in Salem to K1BTH in Hull to N1XTB in Bridgewater to KD1CY at W1AEC
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Carl N1FY and Phil N1XTB operating during Operation Communication Pathways

Hosstraders Follow-on

Word is out that a group of hams in Northern New England are attempting to organize a

flea-market to replace Hosstraders. A posting in February to that effect was made on a website that caters to military and old ham equipment enthusiasts. As of today (mid- March) I have not heard anything further. If you hear of anything please let me know

so I can pass it along.

ARRL INVITES COMMENTS ON NEW HF DIGITAL PROTOCOL

The ARRL is seeking comments from amateurs concerning development of an

open-source (non-proprietary) data communications protocol suitable for use

by radio amateurs over high-frequency (HF) fading paths. This is not a

Request for Proposals (RFP). An RFP may or not be forthcoming depending on

evaluation of the information received.

Specifically, the League is asking for comments and information on the

following issues:

* Access Method: Is Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multiplexing (OFDM) the

best candidate technology, or should other competitive technologies be

considered?

* Data Rate and Bandwidth: What data rates/throughputs are achievable at

various bandwidths up to 3 kHz bandwidth?

* Adaptivity: What adaptive features should be considered, such as automatic

adjustment of transmitter power, modulation waveform and coding, in order to

maximize throughput and efficiency in two-way contacts?

* Robustness: What is achievable for reliable operation at power levels

typical in the Amateur Radio Service and low signal/noise and interference

ratios?

* Error control: What are the appropriate applications of error control

suitable for HF channels? For example, how should Repeat reQuest (ARQ) and

Forward Error Control (FEC) be applied to two-way contacts and one-to-many

(roundtable and bulletin) transmissions?

* Activity Detection: What is an effective method of determining whether a

frequency is busy prior to transmission?

* Operating System: What operating systems (such as Windows or Linux) are

appropriate for Amateur Radio use with this protocol?

* Hardware:  What practical and affordable hardware platforms are suitable

for amateur stations? Consider the use of personal computers with or without

sound cards. Provide any information about the need for an additional "box"

if needed.

Please provide the following with your response: (1) name of respondent, (2)

respondent's contact information, (3) related experience, and (4) type of

respondent: (individual, partnership, corporation or group). Do not include

proprietary information as part of your response.

Post, fax or e-mail your response by 1900 UTC, May 15, 2007, to ARRL Chief

Technology Officer Paul Rinaldo, W4RI <w4ri@arrl.org>, 3545 Chain Bridge Rd

Suite 209, Fairfax, VA 22030; Fax: 703-934-2079

Revised ARRL Band Chart Available 

A new ARRL band chart reflecting all recent changes to the FCC Amateur Radio Service rules as of February 23, 2007, now is available for downloading on the ARRL Web site in either black and white or color versions.

<http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/regulations/bands.html>. 

Created by ARRL Senior Technical Illustrator, Dave Pingree, N1NAS, the attractive new chart represents a major change from earlier designs. This is the same chart featured in the eight-page "Welcome" tear-out section in March QST(following page 48). The entire QST tearout also is available for downloading in PDF format <http://www.arrl.org/HFWelcome/Welcome.pdf>.

DX  NEWS &  EVENTS

SWAZILAND, 3DA.  In celebration of the 75th Jubilee of the Irish

Radio Transmitters Society, a large group of operators are QRV as

3DA0PM, 3DA0PB, 3DA0AM, 3DA0DG, 3DA0RH, 3DA0GV and 3DA0GI until

March 25. Activity is on all bands, with particular attention to the

newer bands, digital modes and low bands.  Some 6 and 2 meter and

EME activity is possible.  QSL all calls via EI7CC.

AZERBAIJAN, 4K.  Axel, DL6KVA is QRV as 4K0CW until March 21.

Activity is on all bands using CW.  He will also be active in the

Russian DX contest.  QSL to home call.

TOGO, 5V.  Elvira is QRV as 5V7SE ands has been active on 20 meters

using RTTY around 2000 and 0000z.  QSL via IK3GES.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO, 9Q.  Philippe will be QRV as 9Q1TB

from Kinshasa beginning March 17.  QSL direct via SM5DQC.

CHINA, BY.  Operators BD1DRJ/7, BA4ALC/7, BD7KLO/7, BG6IQD/7 and

BG7JAC/7 are QRV from Weizhou Island, IOTA AS-139, until March 19.

Activity is on all bands using CW and SSB.  QSL to home calls.

SCOTLAND, GM.  Dennis, M0LSB is QRV as MM0LSB/p from the islands

Islay, Jura and Gigha, IOTA EU-008, until April 2.  Activity is on 8

to 10 meters using SSB.  QSL to home call.

GUERNSEY, GU.  Kevan, 2E0WMG will be QRV as 2U0WMG from March 19 to

23.  Activity will be on 80 metes to 70 cm, using mainly SSB.  QSL

to home call.

LIECHTENSTEIN, HB0.  Operators 9A2SX, 9A3AXX, 9A6XX and 9A8MM are

QRV as HB0/homecalls until March 19.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters

using CW and SSB.  This includes an entry in the Russian DX contest

as HB0/9A8MM.  QSL via bureau.

HAITI, HH.  Jan, K4QD will be QRV as HH4/K4QD from the NW Haiti

Christian Mission from March 19 to 30.  Activity will be on 80 to 10

meters using CW and SSB.  QSL to home call.

VATICAN, HV.  HV0A has been QRV using CW and RTTY on 160 and 80

meters between 0300 to 0630z.  He has also been active on 20 meters

between 1400 to 1700z.  QSL via IK0FVC.

PERU, OA.  IZ7ATN is QRV as OA6/IZ7ATN/p from IOTA SA-098 from March

20 to 22.  Activity is mostly on 20 and 17 meters, and possibly 40,

15 and 10 meters, using SSB.  QSL to home call.

ALAND ISLANDS, OH0.  Toni, OH2UA and Martti, OH2BH will be QRV as

OH0B from Brando Island.  Activity will be on 30, 17 and 12 meters.

They will also participate in the Russian DX contest as well.  QSL

via OH2BH.

CENTRAL AFRICA, TL.  Christian, F5NRY is QRV as TL8QC until he end

of April.  He is usually active on 30 and 17 meters using CW around

1400 to 1600z.  QSL to home call.

ANTIGUA. V2.  W4OWY and W9OP will be QRV as V25WY and V25OP,

respectively, from March 19 to 25.  Activity will be on 160 to 10

meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL to home calls.

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS, VP5.  Dave, W5CW will be QRV as VP5/W5CW

from March 20 to 28.  Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW

and SSB.  This includes be active as VP75V in the upcoming CQ WPX

contest.  QSL to home call.

INDONESIA, YB.  Operators YB3MM/9 and YC3DXC/9 are QRV from

Menjangan Island, IOTA OC-022.  Activity is on 20 and 15 meters

using SSB.  Their length of stay is unknown.  QSL YB3MM/9 via IZ8CCW

and YC3DXC/9 via the bureau.

NEW ZEALAND, ZL.  In celebration of the 75th anniversary of the

NZART Branch 20 Manawatu Amateur Radio Society, special event

station ZL75KO is active until the end of May.  QSL via bureau.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The 10-10 International Mobile Contest,

CLARA and Family HF Contest, NCCC CW Sprint Ladder, SARL VHF/UHF

Contest, BARTG Spring RTTY Contest, Russian DX Contest, AGCW VHF/UHF

Contest, Virginia QSO Party, UBA Spring 6-Meter Contest, Kuwait

15-Meter Contest and the ARCI HF Grid Square CW Sprint will

certainly keep contesters busy this weekend.  

The Run for the BaconQRP Contest and Bucharest Contest are scheduled for March 19.

Please see March QST, pages 90 and 91, and the ARRL and WA7BNM

contest web sites for details.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area  Ham - Electronic Flea Market  ***  dates  *** 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*************************************************************************************************************

March 2007                                                    

Contact          

*************************************************************************************************************

17 Mar Pomfret CT ECARA @CommSch                     
Paul KE1LI 860 928 2456 A

18 Mar Henniker NH CVRC @Comm Sch                      
Jim NS1E 603 428 7436 A

31 Mar Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$10@7 $3@9 
Gayle KB1LHA 781 598 1442  

31 Mar Lewiston ME AARC ME St Conv @Ramada           
Ivan N1OXA 207 784 0350 A

31 March Laval PQ    @ PolyvGeorges Vanier @9AM          
VE2REL               +

1 Apr Framingham MA FARA @KeefeTechSch $5@9 $25/T  Steve KB1NIV 508 872 9336  

14-15 Apr Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericialCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553 W+

15 April Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                 
Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

21 Apr Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821  

21 Apr S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion                  
Peter N1PS 207 642 7840 W

21 April Montreal PQ MARC @RCLegion $5@8:30 $10/T  
 James VE2VE 514 697 7205 W+

22 April Enfield CT NEWS East VHF UHF Conf           
Mark K1MAP 413 566 8118

22 April LaGrangeville NY MBARC @TymorPk $6@8$10@6 Janet KC2LUR 845 896 4721 W+

28 April Wallkill NY OCARC @ CommCtr $5@9 $10/T   
 Edward N2XJI 845 534 3492 W+

29 April Southington CT SARA @HS $20@6:15 $5@8      
Chet KA1ILH 860 628 9346 F

12 May Halifax NS HARC+DARC @Forum $4@9 Sell@6    
Murray VE1MMD 902 490 6421 R

12 May Rensselaer NY EGARA                        

Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1494 A

20 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  
 Nick 617 253 3776  

26 May Vernon CT NARC @Tolland Ag Ctr              
 Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 A+

1-3 June Rochester NY RARA                         

 Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 W

2 June Rochester NH GBRA @CommCtr Free@9 $10/T@8:30 KarenKB1KBE 207 698 1618 W

3 June Newington CT NARL @HS $15/T $10/TG $5@8    
 George AB1GL 860 289 1445 W

10 June Queens NY HoSARC                         

Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 

17 June Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                 
 Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

14 July Union ME PBARC @ CommCtr $4/T@7 $5@8       
Scott KB1DSW 207 354 6809  

15 July Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                 
 Nick 617 253 3776  

18 Aug St Albans VT STARC                             

Arn N1ARN 802 285 6457  

19 August Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                
Nick 617 253 3776  

8 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG               

Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385 A+

15 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct 
Rick K1KYI 401 725 7507  

15 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch Rt9              
Roger W1LH 207 454 2174 A

16 September Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT             
Nick 617 253 3776  

7 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         
John N1GNV 203 440 4468  

7 Oct  Queens NY HoSARC                          

Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 

20 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821  

21 October Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT               
Nick 617 253 3776  

27 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA2RYV 860 464 6555 T

27 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC @PlDesauln.. $5@9 $10/T@6  Roch VE2DU 514 765 0363 W

2 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  

10 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $5@9 $10/S@7        
 Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  +
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   
Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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