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Founded February 6, 1962

March 2005

Volume 44 Issue 03

Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 2/15/05

President Carl Aveni, N1FY, opened meeting 8:00PM

Directors present: Carl N1FY, Roy KB1CYV

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s report was accepted as read.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s report was accepted as read. 

REPEATER TRUSTEE

Carl N1FY and Gil W1GMF and Lou N1UEC

The 147.180 repeater is working fine.

The 444.550 repeater is working fine.

 Will test batteries in good weather.

W1MV CALLSIGN
No activity for club call sign for the month.

SKYWARN/ARES/RACES

Emergency Communications workshop

April 2 in Ipswich. 

Eastern Mass ARES exercise March 12.

NEW BUSINESS

GMRS repeater in Bridgewater on 462.650.

Several members volunteered to assist

 W1JOE with Field Day.

Carl N!FY is now EEC for South Shore Operations.

OLD BUSINESS

None

Carl N1FY closed meeting at 8:30PM

Respectfully Submitted

Loren N1IQI

Notes From The Field

Carl, N1FY has disaster flip charts available for $ 8.00 each. They will be available at the next meeting.

There will be a MARS exercise the weekend of April 10th

Leo, WB1EZC is recuperating from bypass surgery.

 Joe,W1JOE  has taken on the task of organizing MARA.’s Field Day event for 2005. He is 

looking for help in setup and running the various tasks involved. Several members have already committed to help but more are needed. Please contact him at w1joe@arrl.com
The Boston Marathon  will be run on April 18. This will put a double demand for the services of local 

Amateur Radio operators. The Marathon organization itself is looking for 270 operators for direct participation in the event. Because of the size of the event and potential for a major impact on public safety, the Bridgewater EOC will be activated. This will require staffing by ARES operators. If you are

considering participation please contact Carl, N1FY to see where your services would best be utilized.

Mark Duff is the contact for the Boston Marathon.

The MARA website has moved to: http://www.powersrvcs.org/w1mv/index.html 

Note other changes on the last page of the newsletter.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter.  
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com . For those who don’t 
use e-mail you can call me at 508-746-2970 or send items to 10 Vernon St. Plymouth, MA 02360.

Thanks, 

Pete   N1NVV

Current Events On The South Shore

Nightly/Weekly  Ongoing Events

2000 hrs  EM2MN Traffic Net 145.230+ pl 88.5

2100 hrs  CM2MN Traffic Net 146.970+ pl114.8

2230 hrs  HHTN    Traffic Net 145.230+ pl 88.5  Mon-Fri Only

2000 hrs  MARA Net every Tuesday except 3rd Tuesday 147.180+ pl 67.0

2000 hrs  SKYWARN NET every Saturday 147.180+ pl 67.0

0830 hrs  WARC NET every Sunday 147.225+ pl 67.0

March:
12 
EMA ARES Exercise SET 10:00am-1:00pm 

15 
MARA Club Meeting EOC Bridgewater 8:00pm

April:

02 
ARES Workshop Ipswich 10:00am

04 
ARES Radio Net MMRA repeaters 8:30pm

06
WARC Club meeting Whitman Public Library 6:30pm

04
RACES Monthly Drill 8:00pm 145.250+ pl 88.5

19 
MARA Club meeting EOC Bridgewater 8:00pm

Leo WB1EZC’s pictures from the Christmas party
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FCC AFFIRMS $4000 FINE FOR MISSOURI AMATEUR

The FCC has affirmed a $4000 fine for Paul D. Westcott, KC0OAB, of Purdy,

Missouri, for "willful and repeated failure to respond to Commission

requests for information about his station." The Commission released a

Forfeiture Order in the case on February 16. The FCC reports it has received

"numerous complaints" alleging that KC0OAB for several months now has been

transmitting CW "24 hours a day, 7 days a week" on 7.030 MHz. While

complainants assert the transmissions constitute broadcasting, the FCC

contends they interfere with other amateur communications "due to an

apparent lack of station control." The FCC proposed the forfeiture November

30 in a Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture (NAL).

"A licensee cannot ignore the directives in a Bureau inquiry letter," the

FCC said in the November NAL. "We, therefore, conclude that Paul D. Westcott

apparently willfully and repeatedly failed to respond to Commission

correspondence."

While Westcott did reply to an initial FCC Enforcement Bureau inquiry last

June, the Commission says he failed to respond to a subsequent Warning

Notice and Request for Further Information in early September, a Warning

Notice--Failure to Reply in mid-October or to the November NAL, issued by

the Commission's Kansas City field office.

FCC Special Counsel for Enforcement Riley Hollingsworth has told ARRL that

Westcott assured him "some time ago" in an informal conversation that the

transmissions were for Morse code practice, but neither he nor the FCC's

Kansas City field office have received any formal responses from Westcott

since last June.

A June 21, 2004, letter from Hollingsworth requested information from

Westcott regarding an attached complaint about the KC0OAB Morse code

transmissions. In his response Westcott reiterated the code practice claim.

The June FCC letter also asked Westcott when he had had begun the CW

transmissions and for evidence that the transmissions--consisting largely of

biblical text--were actually being used for that purpose. Hollingsworth

further asked Westcott to address the complaint "as it related to

allegations of religious broadcasting."

Hollingsworth says his office continues to receive complaints about the

ongoing KC0OAB transmissions on 40 meters.

The Commission gave Westcott 30 days to pay the fine or risk facing

collection proceedings through the US Department of Justice. 

HAM RADIO SAVES A HAM IN ALASKA

Two Alaskan hikers on a day outing in rugged mountains near Anchorage saw

their afternoon turn into something entirely unexpected February 12. One of

them--Jesse Jones, KL1RK--slipped and fell more than 200 feet down a steep

ravine, losing his snowshoes in the process. Jones found himself trapped

between a low overhang on one side and a swift-moving stream on the other.

Even worse was the fact that his descent could continue into the water at

any moment, and almost certain death from hypothermia. With more than 10

feet on the ground, the loss of his snowshoes meant he could not walk out.

On the plus side, Jones had taken along his 2-meter handheld transceiver.

After several unsuccessful tries, he finally was able to access the

wide-area WL7CVG repeater atop Mt Susitna, almost 40 miles distant.

"As a control operator for the repeater, I heard his weak 'Mayday! Mayday!

Mayday!' call just a few minutes after 4 PM local time," reports Jim Wiley,

KL7CC. "I immediately called 911 and was placed in contact with the local

fire department rescue coordinator. I was able to pass on Jesse's messages

to the local rescue coordinator, including coordinates from a GPS unit he

was carrying." Wiley says the rescue coordinator's office called out the

local mountain rescue group and the Alaska State Troopers, who immediately

left for the scene.

The rescue team met with Jones's climbing partner, who had been able to hike

out to a place where he could assist the rescuers. Jones was able to keep in

touch via 2 meters to report his condition, but his signal into the repeater

was marginal. Although uninjured, the sub-zero cold was numbing his

extremities to the point that he was having trouble operating his

transceiver.

Unable to execute the rescue themselves, the team called an Air National

Guard unit, which flew a helicopter to the scene. While the presence of

high-voltage power lines just above Jones' position complicated matters, the

chopper was able to lower some para-rescue jumpers to a nearby location,

from which they could rappel to his position and, after a few hours,

extricate him.

Briefly hospitalized for a checkup, Jones was released just before midnight,

cold and a bit hungry, but otherwise okay. Wiley says several local hams

also assisted the effort, either directly or by their connection with local

emergency service groups.

    DX Events

MAURITIUS, 3B8.  Giovanni, IZ2DPX and Simon, IZ7ATN will be QRV as

3B8/homecalls from March 7 to 14.  Activity will be on 40 to 10

meters, including 17 and 12 meters.  QSL 3B8/IZ2DPX to home call and

QSL 3B8/IZ7ATN via IZ0CKJ.

SAMOA, 5W.  Udo, DL9HCU is QRV as 5W1VE for a few weeks.  He can

usually be found on 20 or 15 meters CW after 0600z.  QSL to home

call.

BAHAMAS, C6.  Bob, K0NR will be QRV as K0NR/C6A from Abaco Island,

IOTA NA-080, from March 6 to 12.  He will be active on 40 to 10

meters using SSB and PSK31.  He will also try to be active on

satellite AO-51 and other FM LEO satellites.  He will also try

Packet through the ISS.  QSL to home call.

ANTARCTICA.  The Bellingshausen team will be QRV as CE9/R1ANF from

the Chilean Ardley Refuge on Ardley Island as CE9/R1ANF from March 7
to 20.  This will be the first amateur radio operation under Chilean

administration.  QSL via RK1PWA.

        

CROZET ISLAND, FT5W.  Jena-Paul, FT5WJ is usually QRV on 20 meters

from 1400 to 1700z.  QSL via F5BU.

               

FRENCH GUYANA, FY.  Look for a large group of amateurs to be QRV as

TO7C from Royale, Salut Island, IOTA SA-020, beginning around March
7.  Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters, including the newer bands,

using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31/63.  QSL via F9IE.

JERSEY, GJ.  Pete, K8PT and Craig, K3PLV will be QRV as MJ/homecalls

from the Channel Islands from March 9 to 16.  Activity will be on

160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and some PSK31.  QSL to home

calls.

DJIBOUTI, J2.  Yves, F5PRU is QRV as J20FH until mid April.  QSL to

home call.

BULGARIA, LZ.  Special event station LZ800AB is QRV until April 30
in commemoration of the 800th anniversary of the Battle of

Adrianople.  QSL via LZ1PJ.

POLAND, SP.  Members of the Radio Club of Ziebice are QRV as SP140JL

until March 31 in celebration of the 140th birthday commemoration

for Joseph Langer.  QSL via SP6KYU.

GABON, TR.  F4BQO is QRV as TR8FC until July 2006.  QSL via F8BUZ.

     

BELIZE, V3.  Members of the North East Wisconsin DX Association will

be QRV as V31TR in the ARRL DX SSB contest.  They are active as

V31GR, V31NZ and V31TR before and after the contest on all bands and

modes.  QSL contest call via W9DXA.  QSL other calls via W9MDP, NZ9Z

and W8JWN, respectively.

MACQUARIE ISLAND, VK0.  Dave, VK0MT has been QRV on 15 meters around

2240z and 17 meters around 0100 to 0200z.  He has also been active

using PSK31 on 40 meters in his spare time.  QSL via JE1LET.

               

INDONESIA, YB.  Members of the Mediterraneo DX Club will be QRV as

YB7M from Moresses Island, a new IOTA, in the Laut Kecil Islands

group, from March 9 to 14.  QSL via YB9BU.

NIUE, ZK2.  Murray, VE7HA is QRV as ZK2HA until April 7.  QSL to

home call.

New England Flea Schedule – Courtesy  W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic  Flea Market  ***  DATES  *** 2005 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

2005                                                    Contact         

 Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

19 Mar Pomfret CT ECARA @CommSch Rt101+169 $2@8 $10/TPaul KE1LI 860 928 2456 F+

26 Mar Lewiston ME AARC St Conv @Ramada  $5@8 $8/T   
Rick N1WFO 207 784 1266 W

2,3 April Timonium MD GBARC @FG 6AM                             
800 HAM FEST F

2,3 April Watertown MA Photographica ~photo~            

Ed Shaw 617 965 0807  +

3 April Framingham MA  FARA @Walsh Sch $5@9 $20/T    
 Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012 F+ 

9 Ap Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Club $10@6 $3@8        
Paul K1NL 603 883 3308 F

9 April Montreal PQ MARC @RCLegion $4@8:30 $8@7:30  
James VE2VE 514 697 7205 W

9 Ap Norwich CT RANSON Auction @ Fire House         

Gary WT1SND 860 884 4218 A+

10 Ap Enfield CT VHF/UHF Conf @Radisson              

Mark K1MAP 413 566 2445  

10 Ap Henniker NH CVRC @Comm School B@8 S@7            
Jim NS1E 603 428 7436 A 

10 April Unionvale NY MtBARC                     


Colleen KC2HUT 845 497 3687 A+

16 April S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion                

Roger N1XP 207 671 0671 W

17 April Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                

Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

23 Ap Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $2@9 @StStan's      Marty 603 938 5051 F

23 Ap Rochester NH GBRA 150 WakefieldSt @9AM $10/T
 Karen KB1KBE 207 698 1618  +

24 Ap Southington CT SARA @HS $5@9 $10@8:30 $18/T@6:30     Alex 860 214 3013 F

6,7 May Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           

Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492  

9 May Whately MA FCARC @ElSc Monday $3@5PM $5/T      
Walt W1ZPB 413 498 2729  +

14 May Goshen CT  SoBARC @ FG Rte 63 $3@8 $10/T@6    
 Lee K1LEE 860 435 0051  +

15 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

20-22 May Dayton OH                                                           

21 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FireHS $5@8 $10/T@6    
Betty N2POS 518 785 0727 F+

28 May WashTownship NJ BARA @WestwoodHS $5@8 $15@6     Jim K2ZO 201 664 6725 F 

28 May Vernon CT NARC @Tolland Ag Ctr               

Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 A 

3-5 June Rochester NY $9@6AM+$10/sp                 

Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 W

Items For Sale

For Sale: Kenwood 430 solid state receiver with Kenwood matching Auto Antenna

Tuner, Power Supply and Speaker.  All equipment is mint.  $600 for all.  Gary

(WA1CIM) 508-279-1715. E-mail: garydc2@verizon.net
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090 W1MV (Bridgewater)

MARA Web page
www.powersrvcs.org/w1mv/index.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.qsl.net/wa1npo" 
WARC Web Page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.09 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com

February, 2005
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