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Secretary’s Report

MARA Minutes

18:30 Meeting opened by Pete N1NVV

Present were: Bob, N1LCY; Pete, N1NVV; Carl, N1FY; Bruce, NI1X; Walt, W1WCF; Roy, KB1CYV; Jim, KC1JET; Rick, KB1TEE; Bill, KA1TXK; Jay, N1FDX; John, N1PRK; Anthony, KB1UHV; Judith, KB1SRO; Ernie, N1AEW; Jeff, N1ZZN; Loren, N1IQI; Don, K1DC; and Phil N1XTB.

Secretary’s Report – Accepted as published in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s report –Accepted as read by Phil N1XTB

Repeater report – both repeaters working fine 

Volunteers needed for net control meeting Tuesday nights

YMCA Triathlon July 10th 

Antenna work needed on EOC bldg – space on tower /roof  issue

19:40 Meeting adjourned 

Next Meeting :  June 21, 2011   at  

Bridgewater Public Library  6:30 P.M.

Field Day

This year field day will be held in conjunction with the Whitman Club

At the YMCA  in E. Bridgewater. If you wish to participate please coordinate

with Paul N1VTI..

NET Operator Needed

We are in need of a Net Control operator to assist with the Tuesday night net.

There are currently two operators alternating  and we would like to add at least

one additional person.  Please contact  Roy  KB1CYV  or Jeff N1ZZN if you can help.

Save The Date

MARA has assisted the Old Colony YMCA in its running events in past years.

This year the Triathlon is scheduled for July 10, 2011  The event begins at 8:00 AM 

Radio Team members will meet at Dunkin Donuts at Rte 105 at 7:00 AM  

Make Your Own Morse Code Ringtones

KA1VCQ points out this nifty Morse code ring tone generator program for

your cell phone, available at <http://tinyurl.com/7ksdh>.

Central Massachusetts Experiences Rare Tornado, Area Hams Hasten to Help

06/02/2011 

At least two tornadoes touched down in Central Massachusetts late in the afternoon on Wednesday, June 1. The storm pulverized or sheared off the tops of roofs on Main Street in Springfield, a city of more than 150,000, located about 90 miles west of Boston. A debris-filled funnel swept into downtown from the west, then swirled across the Connecticut River, which runs through the city. Like their counterparts in Alabama and Missouri who responded when storms hit those regions, hams in Western Massachusetts volunteered their time and radios to the American Red Cross and the National Weather Service.

According to ARRL Eastern Massachusetts Section Emergency Coordinator Rob Macedo, KD1CY, six hams from the Western Massachusetts ARES® group mobilized to support the American Red Cross in staffing shelters in Springfield, Monson and Brimfield, as well as the American Red Cross office in Springfield. “This part of the operation is winding down, and the Red Cross is looking to see what other tasks radio amateurs may be needed, which may include helping out with damage assessment,” Macedo said on Thursday morning.

Stefan Rodowicz, N1SR, reported that hams with RACES were already at the Emergency Operations Center in Worcester County and Springfield when the tornado touched down. Using the call WC1MAC (Region 3 RACES), they coordinated through the Mt Tom repeater and provided communications for the three shelters. Meanwhile, across town, ARES® District Emergency Coordinator Tom Doyle, N1MUV, was stationed at the American Red Cross in Springfield. At 9:30 PM. Doyle told the ARRL that there had apparently been several touchdowns in the region, and normal communications was “ragged, but coming back.” Much of the area was still without power or landline phones, as of the morning of Thursday, June 2.

Macedo said that as of Thursday, ARES® in Eastern Massachusetts has not received requests by the American Red Cross, Salvation Army, cities or towns for assistance. “The National Weather Service in Taunton, Massachusetts -- which serves most of Massachusetts, including Boston, as well as Rhode Island and most of Connecticut -- is working with Amateur Radio SKYWARN operators from Western Massachusetts,” Macedo explained. “Ray Weber, KA1JJM, and PJ Howe, N1PJ, are assisting the NWS with damage surveys, as is former ARRL Eastern Massachusetts Section Manager Mike Neilsen, W1MPN. Neilsen is a meteorologist and a Special Advisor to ARES®/SKYWARN.” Hams in Connecticut and Massachusetts conducted SKYWARN nets, providing timely reports to the National Weather Service offices in Taunton and Albany, New York. The Albany office covers Berkshire County in Massachusetts and Litchfield County in Connecticut. 

Western Massachusetts ARES Section Emergency Coordinator John Ruggiero, N2YHK, ran net control for the Worcester County SKYWARN Net on the Paxton, Worcester and Marlboro repeater systems, with assistance from Kevin Paetzold, K1KWP. Steve Craven, N9SC, ran the SKYWARN Net on the Mt Tom Repeater.

The Amateur Radio Station at the Taunton NWS office, WX1BOX, was active from noon-11 PM, with SKYWARN self-activating that morning at 8:15. “This was in response to the warm front that produced large hail in advance of the cold front that spawned the severe weather and tornadoes over Northwestern Connecticut, Western, Central and Interior Northeast Massachusetts and Southern New Hampshire,” Macedo explained.

Macedo said that the Western Massachusetts Section was severely impacted. “Homes and businesses in 19 communities sustained damage, and at least eight communities -- Westfield, Springfield, Agawam, Brimfield, Monson, Wilbraham and Sturbridge -- experienced severe damage, including homes that were destroyed,” he said. “Southbridge also appeared to be hit hard, as well.” The ARRL Western Massachusetts Section includes Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire, Franklin and Berkshire Counties.

Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick declared a state of emergency and called up 1000 National Guardsmen after the storms. He said on Wednesday, June 1 that the death toll of four persons was preliminary and that police and firefighters were going door to door in Springfield to ensure that no one was trapped in damaged buildings.

According to the Storm Prediction Center in Norman, Oklahoma, Massachusetts hasn’t experienced a tornado since 2008. The last killer tornado in Massachusetts was on May 29, 1995, when three people died in Great Barrington, a town along the Massachusetts/New York state border. The state’s deadliest recorded tornado on June 9, 1953, killed 94 people in the Worcester area. Worcester is about 50 miles east of Springfield.

US District Court Dismisses Maine Amateur's Counterclaims
After two US Attorneys filed a Complaint in US District Court in October 2010 against Glenn Baxter, K1MAN, for not responding appropriately to an order that he pay a $21,000 fine for violating several sections of Part 97, Baxter filed many pro se motions. On May 23, the US District Court in Maine released an Order, dismissing one of Baxter's motions, an amended counterclaim, on multiple grounds.

The Court dismissed Baxter's claim for the following reasons: That the counterclaim plaintiff [Baxter] does not have standing to file a civil action against the government for its decision not to initiate a prosecution; that this Court does not have subject matter jurisdiction to review a Federal Communications Commission licensing decision, and that the Federal Tort Claims Act does not authorize a civil suit based on a governmental agency's alleged failure to perform its statutory duty.

The fine had been levied, according to the Complaint, "for defendant's willful and repeated violations of Sections 97.101(d) [commencing transmissions on top of existing communications on 3.890 MHz] and 97.113(a)(3) [transmitting communications in which the station licensee or control operator has a pecuniary interest] of the Commission's Rules, and for the defendant's willful violation of Section 97.105(a) [exercising control over station] and 97.113(b) [broadcasting] of the Rules, and for failure to file requested information pursuant to an Enforcement Bureau directive" [information in brackets added]. The Complaint sought to force payment of the $21,000 fine along with a filing fee and "such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper."

FCC Takes Strong Stance Against Radio Jamming, Issues $24,000 Fine to California Man
On June 6, the FCC issued a Forfeiture Order in the amount of $24,000 against Kevin W.. Bondy of Encino, California, for engaging in unlicensed radio operation and intentional interference to licensed radio operations and for refusing to allow an inspection of his radio equipment by FCC personnel. Bondy -- licensee of General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) Station WQGX752 -- is accused of repeatedly and intentionally jamming four land mobile frequencies assigned to The Oaks Shopping Center in Thousand Oaks, California.

In assessing the $24,000 fine, the FCC noted that it was responsible for making and enforcing regulations to prevent interference and to maintain control over the use of the radio spectrum in a manner that promotes the public interest and convenience. "Bondy's acts cut at the heart of the Commission's responsibilities to protect the nation's airwaves and regulate use of the spectrum," the Order said. "Bondy operated a radio without a license on the specific frequencies assigned and licensed by the Commission to The Oaks, for the explicit and expressed purpose of prohibiting The Oaks's use of its licensed frequencies. This type of conduct inhibits the Commission's ability to effectively regulate and maintain control over the use of the spectrum and will not be tolerated." Bondy has until July 6 to pay the f

New Russian Prefix System in Use
If you have been on the HF bands lately, you may have noticed that a number of new prefixes are in use by stations in the Russian Federation. Here is a summary of the changes recently adopted by the Russian telecommunication authorities. Thanks to SRR President Roman Thomas, R5AA (ex-RZ3AA) for the information.
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· Russian prefixes with the numeral 2 are no longer limited to Kaliningradsk. Stations with RA2 and UA2-UI2 (with F and K as the first letter in the suffix) are in Kaliningradsk; otherwise, these prefixes will used in European Russia.

· Stations with the following prefixes are in European Russia: R1, RA1-RZ1 (except RI1 as noted below), R2, RB2-RZ2, R3-R7, RA3-RZ7, UA1 and UA3-UI7. Also, stations with the prefixes R8, R9, RA8-RZ9 and UA8-UI9 (with F, S, T, W or X as the first letter in the suffix) are in European Russia.

· Except for those listed above, all stations with 8, 9 and 0 as the numeral are in Asiatic Russia.

· Russian Antarctic stations use temporary call signs in the series RI1ANA-RI1ANZ and RI00ANT to RI99ANT.

· Franz Jozef Land stations use temporary call signs RI1F, RI1FJ and RI1FJA-RI1FJZ.

· Malyj Visotskij island stations use temporary call signs RI1M, RI1MV and RI1MVA-RI1MVZ. 

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2011
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

*******************************************************************************

2011                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~11 June Windsor VT CVFMA      *** POSTPONED ***        Ray K1XV 802 875 4525 W+

12 June Queens NY HoSARC $5@9 $10/sp@7:30        Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W

18 June Newington CT NARL @StMarySch                 Steve WV1X 860 594 0265 A+

19 June Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

17 July Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

23 July N Haven CT YankeePeddler @HI $7@8$19/sp$15/T John N1GNV 203 440 4468  +

13 Aug Milo ME PARC @HS was StAlbans ME           George WA1JMM 207 441 6112 A+

20 Aug St Albans VT StARC @VFW $5@9                   Arn N1ARN 802 309 0666 W

21 Aug Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                   Third Sunday April thru October

28 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @FG $4@8 TG$10@7           Timothy KE3HT 413 822 7075 W

10 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7            Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385 W

10 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN                 John 860 673 0518

11 Sept Newtown CT CARA @TownHall @8:30 sell@7        Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880 W+

17 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch               William AA1ZR 207 853 2951 A

17 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW                    Rick K1KYI 401 864 9611 A+

18 Sept Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

2 Oct Queens NY HoSARC $5@9 $10/sp@7:30          Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W

9 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@8         John N1GNV 203 440 4468

14,15 Oct Deerfield NH Nearfest X @FG                Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T

15 Oct Greenwood NS GARC @CommCtr $4@10 T/Free        Guy VE1NC 902 825 6151 W+

16 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

22 Oct Longueuil PQ MSSARC @PlDesauln $5@9 $10/T@6 David VE2EDF 450 672 9791 W+

29 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799

4 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228

5,6 Nov Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~    John 781 592 2553

5 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions @8AM               Chris KB1QVM 603 434 6137

12 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7  Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422

3 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518

This Week on the Radio

· June 17 -- NCCC Sprint Ladder
· June 18 -- Feld Hell Sprint; AGCW VHF/UHF Contest

· June 18-19 -- West Virginia QSO Party; Stew Perry Topband Challenge; All Asian DX Contest (CW); SMIRK Contest

· June 19 -- WAB 50 MHz Phone Contest

· June 20 -- Run for the Bacon QRP Contest

· June 22 -- SKCC Sprint; NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint

· June 22-23 -- CWops Mini-CWT Test 

DX NEWS

MALDIVES, 8Q.  Vlad, RA9LR will be QRV as 8Q7LR from June 21 to July

2.  Activity will be on 40 to 10 meters using mostly digital modes

with some SSB.  QSL direct to UA9LP.

ST. MARTIN, FS.  John, K9EL will be QRV as FS/K9EL from June 20 to

July 3.  Activity will be on 80 to 6 meters using CW, SSB and some

RTTY.  QSL to home call.

MARQUESAS ISLANDS, FO.  Operator F6CTL will be QRV as FO/F6CTL from

Ua Pou and Ua Huka, both IOTA OC-027, from June 18 to 22 and then

June 22 to 26.  He will be active in his spare time on the HF bands

using SSB and some digital modes.  QSL to home call.

JERSEY, GJ.  Members of the Bristol Contest Group will be QRV as

GJ6YB/p during the IARU 50 MHz contest.  QSL via G3SWH.

LIECHTENSTEIN, HB0.  Operators DL4ML, DG1SFJ, DJ8KI and DL4MP will

be QRV as HB0/home calls near Steg from June 18 to 21.  Activity

will be on all HF bands including 6 and 2 meters during sporadic-E

propagation.  QSL to home calls.

MARIANA ISLANDS, KH0.  Tony, JA6CNL is QRV as KH0N from Saipan, IOTA

OC-086, until June 21.  Activity is generally on 80 meters, and the

newer bands, using CW.  He plans to be an entry in the All Asian DX

CW contest.  QSL to home call.

SABA ISLAND, PJ6.  Operators K5AND, K5TR and W5OZI will be QRV as

PJ6D from June 23 to July 6.  Activity will be mainly on 6 meters

using CW and SSB with some HF operation.  They will also use JT65

for EME skeds on 50210 kHz.  QSL via operators' instructions.

SWEDEN, SM.  Bernd, DL8AAV will be QRV as SD1B/5 from Aspoja Island,

IOTA EU-177, from June 19 to July 1.  QSL to home call.

GREECE, SV.  A group of operators are QRV as J48O from Othonoi

Islet, IOTA EU-052, from the Kastri Lighthouse, ARLHS GRE-078, until

June 25.  Activity will be on 160 to 2 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY

and PSK with 5 stations active.  QSL via SV2FPU.

PALAU, T8.  Nao, JK1FNL will be QRV as T88NA from June 18 to 20.

QSL to home call.

CORSICA, TK.  Operators IW2IGA and IK2WZM will be QRV as TK/home

calls from June 18 to 25.  Activity will be on 80 to 10 meters using

SSB and digital modes.  QSL to home calls.

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA, V2.  Operators K9UK, W9DR and W9AEB are QRV as

V25DD, V25DR and V25TP, respectively, from Antigua, IOTA NA-100,

until June 28.  Activity is on 80 to 6 meters using CW, SSB and

PSK31.  QSL to home calls.

UK SOVEREIGN BASE AREAS ON CYPRUS, ZC.  Mike, KF6RCP is QRV as

ZC4MIS for the next four months while on holiday.  Activity is

mainly on 20 meters using SSB, PSK31 and JT65.  QSL to home call.

ST. HELENA, ZD7.  Nigel, G3TXF will be QRV as ZD7XF from June 22 to

30.  Activity will be mainly on the HF bands using CW.  This may

include 160, 80 and 6 meters as well.  QSL to home call.

SPECIAL EVENT DATE CORRECTION.  It was reported in DX bulletin

ARLD023 that special event stations in Japan using 8J1MORSE are

active to celebrate the 220th birthday of Samuel F.B. Morse.  The

call signs are valid until November 30, 2011, NOT December 31, 2011.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  Kid's Day SSB Contest, All Asian DX CW

Contest, Stew Perry Topband CW Challenge, IARU Region 1 50 MHz

Contest, NCCC Sprint CW Ladder, SMIRK Contest, AGCW VHF/UHF CW

Contest, West Virginia QSO Party, Feld Hell Sprint and the WAB 50

MHz Phone are all scheduled for this upcoming weekend.  The Run for

the Bacon QRP CW Contest is scheduled for June 20 The SKCC CW

Sprint, CWops Mini-CWT CW Test and NAQCC Straight Key/Bug CW Sprint

are scheduled for June 22.  Please see June QST, page 84, and the

ARRL and WA7BNM contest web sites for details.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
Bridge APRS Node 145.09  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4

Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

DX Clusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor    maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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