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It’s always hard to write about a SK, but this one is a little harder than most.  Roy Logan, KB1CYV, reports to us that Carl Rey, N1EVT, is a Silent Key.

The photo at left was taken by Bruce Hayden at the Saftlers Flea Market less than two weeks ago.  He has stopped by to see if anyone at WARC might have a line on a heavy-duty rotor for his ham station.

Carl came from the island of St. Kitts, where he obtained his first amateur radio license.  While there, he participated in many Big Gun DXpedition.

Carl’s career began as a technician repairing all sorts of minor electronic equipment.  Later, he worked as a cameraman and technician at Channel 7.  Eventually, he worked his way up to Chief Engineer at WBZ TV-4.

Sometimes, Carl would drop into a MARA meeting and everyone knew that Carl’s visit would be very, very interesting.

On one visit, Carl brought along an assortment of ‘Spy cameras’, i.e., video cameras hidden in lapel pins or disguised as a ballpoint pen.  These were usually used by station reporters for ‘hidden eye’ camera shots and Carl pointed out that these could be bought off the street.  Like we said, Carl’s visits were always interesting.

At the time of this writing, we have no details to forward to you.  We will let you know as soon as we have any further information.

Secretary’s Report, May 2004

Vice President Carl N1FY opened the meeting at 8:00 P.M. 

Directors present: Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Accepted as read.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as published in the May newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Carl N1FY and Gil W1GMF

Work continues on the 2-meter repeater.  A new Diamond antenna has been obtained for the packet operation at the EOC.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity reported.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

A Skywarn training session is being held in Taunton on May 20. 

OLD BUSINESS:

Details for the Bridgewater 4th of July celebration will follow.

Don K1DC and Steve N1JFU reported on the Dayton Hamvention.

NEW BUSINESS: 

It was determined that there is insufficient interest in Field Day for MARA to participate.  Anyone wishing to operate or visit the WARC site should contact Bruce NI1X.  There are several upcoming public service events, which Carl N1FY discussed that will keep the membership busy during the summer months.

ELECTION:

Barry N1EZH withdrew as a candidate for Secretary due to business commitments.

Motions were made, seconded and approved for the following:

· Suspending the election bylaws for the current election.

· Peter Curley N1NVV as candidate for Vice President

· Gil Follett W1GMF as candidate for Treasurer.

· Loren Pimental N1IQI as candidate for Secretary

· Closing the nomination of officers.

Roy KB1CYV then cast one vote, as Secretary, for Carl N1FY as President, Peter N1NVV as Vice President, Gil W1GMF as Treasurer and Loren N1IQI as Secretary.

Congratulations, and thank you.

TECHNICAL TOPICS:

Steve N1JFU gave an informative presentation on a Squalo antenna he has created for working 6-meter contacts.  Excellent results have been attained with this inexpensive antenna.  Contact Steve for additional details.

Don K1DC will make a presentation on his reconstruction of a 1934 Collins AM rig at the June meeting.  An invitation has been extended to any WARC members wishing to attend.

Carl N1FY closed the business meeting at 8:45 P.M. 

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

YMCA Road Race

By Bruce Hayden, NI1X

MIDDLEBORO  YMCA  5K  RUN / WALK
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Three Whitman Club members were among the 9 area Hams who volunteered to support the 4th annual Middleboro 5K Run / Walk road race on Saturday June 5, 2004.  Gathered around Carl Aveni N1FY who was the coordinator and Net Control and shown seated at the portable 2-Meter Base Station are standing L. to R. Gil Follett W1GMF, Roy Logan KB1CYV, Phil McNamara  N1XTB, Walt Fitzgerald N1NTZ, Steve Belched WA1ZUF, Pete Curley N1NVV and Bruce Hayden NI1X with Ed Meehan N1NTZ seen seated on the left of Carl N1FY.

The 2-Meter Base Station was battery operated (a big car battery) and included a copper cactus 2-Meter J-Pole antenna mounted a good 10 feet off the ground on the top of a collapsible paint brush pole.  Carl N1FY provided reflective vests that once again proved very effective for safety and identification.

The 5K (3.1) mile Run / Walk started at the YMCA Camp Yomechas in Middleboro and the volunteer amateur radio operators were stationed along the race course at various intersections and at the half way - turning point - water station.  The mosquitoes were out there but not bad.  Walt N1LHD responded to one request for help from one runner who would not stop and only slowed down while requesting asthma medication from her car.  Needless to say the amateur radio crew kept an eye on this runner in particular.  The crew was thanked for there support of this annual event and presented with YMCA race tee shirts.  The weather was overcast but cool and it would appear that the 80 runners had a good time.

Marshfield Fair Volunteers

The ANNUAL MARSHFIELD FAIR (NN1MF) will be held August 20-29, 2004 at the fairgrounds on Route 3A in Marshfield, MA.  Whitman ARC organizes the event; they are looking for amateurs to help staff the booth and demonstrate Amateur Radio to the general public.  Contact Bob Burns, K1RB at k1rb@arrl.net.

ARES Help Sought for DNC

As requirements for the Democratic National Convention (DNC) continue to be developed by our clients, it is clear that we will need many volunteers to help during the week of the DNC.  Duties will range from maintaining net watches at home stations to direct mobilization with teams supporting groups such as the Red Cross, Salvation Army, and the Boston EOC.

We will need people in two shifts; from 0600-1600 and 1600-0100.  The day shift will be most challenging to fill, as the DNC will be taking place during the work week.  I cannot ask anyone to take time from work, but if you can arrange to donate a vacation day or two to help, it would be greatly appreciated.

Additionally, we are looking for people who have completed any level of training in the Incident Command System (ICS).  We would appreciate if all ARES members respond as well, since this particular question was not listed on our membership applications and questionnaires.

Please respond to your EC/DEC or me with any of the above requested information as soon as you can.  My sincere thanks in advance for your efforts.

73, Michael P. Neilsen, W1MPN Eastern Massachusetts Section Emergency Coordinator

w1mpn@ema.arrl.org - http://ares.ema.arrl.or

Ham Radio-carrying Rocket Makes it to Margin of Space

The ARRL Letter Vol. 23, No. 21 May 21, 2004

Following its May 17 launch from Nevada's Black Rock Desert, a solid-fuel amateur rocket carrying a ham radio avionics package easily exceeded its primary goal of attaining an altitude of 100 km--62 miles--considered the boundary between Earth's atmosphere and space, its sponsors say.  An Amateur Radio direction finding team later recovered the rocket's avionics package intact.  Avionics Team Leader Eric Knight, KB1EHE, told ARRL that the 21-foot, 10-inch diameter Civilian Space Xploration Team (CSXT) <http://www.civilianspace.com/> GoFast vehicle reached an altitude of 77 miles according to its onboard instruments, making it the first civilian rocket to do so.

"We well shattered any definition of space, and everybody's jubilant here," Knight told ARRL from Nevada.  "Within two seconds into the flight we were already supersonic."  An ARRL member, Knight said 75 to 100 people - many of them radio amateurs - witnessed the launch, and some asked how they could become licensed.  The launch itself, Knight reported, "went like clockwork."

During the vehicle's descent to Earth, a ballistic parachute deployed to keep it from tumbling, slow its velocity and make it hit the ground nose first.  "The avionics package looks pristine," Knight said.  "It could fly again."  That's not likely however, since the CSXT team is hoping the avionics will end up in the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum.

A volunteer aerospace tracking and recovery team of Silicon Valley Amateur Radio operators calling itself Stratofox <http://www.stratofox.org> zeroed in on signals from the fallen rocket, which came down in rugged, mountainous terrain some 25 miles from the launch site.  Tiny bird-tracking transmitters operating in the 224-MHz range were embedded into the parachute shroud lines solely for tracking purposes.

The avionics team's homebuilt patch-type antennas served the 33-cm telemetry downlink and 2.4 GHz Amateur TV transmitters as well as the onboard GPS units.  The color ATV system was able to provide some photos during the first several seconds of the flight, but Knight said the rocket's spin - about nine cycles per second--caused the video to blur after that.

The avionics team includes eight Amateur Radio licensees, most of whom also were involved in an unsuccessful 2002 CSXT launch attempt.  The entire 18-member CSXT team is headed by CSXT founder and Program Director Ky Michaelson, a retired Hollywood stunt man.

The United Kingdom Rocketry Association this week conveyed congratulations to the US team.  "It's certainly a major achievement," said John Bonsor, a UKRA founder.

Amateur Enforcement Cases Declining

The ARRL Letter Vol. 23, No. 21 May 21, 2004

The number of Amateur Radio enforcement cases has continued to drop since a five-year peak of 350 in 2001.  FCC Special Counsel for Enforcement Riley Hollingsworth told the Dayton Hamvention 2004 FCC Forum May 15 that 240 ham radio enforcement cases crossed his desk last year.  As his tenure in amateur enforcement enters its sixth year, he's estimating only 175 cases in 2004.

"Two years ago at Dayton, I said that I hoped the day would come soon when enforcement would not be an issue in the Amateur Service," Hollingsworth said.  While he doesn't believe amateur enforcement is in "maintenance mode" yet, it's well on its way, he said.  But he urged his audience not to become complacent just because there's active FCC Amateur Service enforcement.  Although the percentage of "hard-core" cases is very small and rapidly declining, the remaining cases include "some real nasty ones," he said.

Hollingsworth said his main worry remains inappropriate or illegal on-the-air behavior and the sometimes-negative image it can present to decision makers at a time of broadband over power line (BPL) and other threats to amateur spectrum.  He proposed that amateurs concentrate on improving how they conduct themselves on the air while letting him deal with the remaining bad apples that require his attention.

"No enforcement program in the world can save certain people from themselves or from being an embarrassment to the entire service," he said - reiterating a refrain that's now almost become his mantra. "If anything is the downfall of Amateur Radio, it will probably be the microphone.  You have to focus on your image - what you sound like - all the time."

Hollingsworth also told the forum he's convinced that further Amateur Service restructuring is a necessity.  He also suggested that amateurs be less concerned about any perceived "dumbing down" of the licensing requirements, because ham radio will continue to thrive in any event.  "It's not really what you do to get into Amateur Radio that counts.  It's what you do once you get on the air," he said.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President:: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President:: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv
WARC Web Page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.03 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 & PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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