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June 2001

Welcome to the June issue of our fabulous newsletter.  Where else can you find such a well put together newsletter than at MARA.  Our appreciation goes out to Bob N1EDM for all his work compiling and publishing the newsletter.  Also to the members that contribute articles.  Without them we would have nothing to read.  Keep them coming guys and gals!

Here we are at a New Year of the club.  I am honored to have been elected President for 2001-2002.  I hope that I can be as dedicated to the club as all the previous Presidents have been over the years.  I promise I will not be as comical as our previous President.  I think Bob KA1DZA deserves a great big “Thank You” as the Past President. Truly a job well done.

I would also like to remind all of you that the club will not prosper without the help of its members.  We will need people to chair projects.  We will need ideas as to what and where you want the club to go.  During the past year we have had many projects tried.  Some succeeded, and some failed.  That goes with the territory.  If we don't try something we will go nowhere.  Many thanks to all of you who have put the club up front and taken it to new levels of enjoyment.  Let’s continue with this progress for the next year.  We have a lot of projects on the schedule and we need a lot of people to help get them done.

SeeYa’ at the next meeting June 19,2001

Gil W1GMF 

A MARA Minute

From Secretaries Desk

A MARA MINUTE

MEETING OPENED: 2000

May 2001

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

KA1DZA, W1GMF, N1PRK, N1EDM

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury Report Read.

Motion: Accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter/Webpage

Motion: Accept as printed. Seconded/Approved

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Jay reported that the repeater is back online but not working.  The problem seemed to be that the discriminator was off frequency.  A trip to the manufacturer fixed the problem and it seems to be working now.  The PL tones were put on because of miscues and also the fact that the bands are above average in the summer and our friends in CT end up keying our repeater.  So, per the decision of the Board of Trustees, the PL will be on permanently.  Should any of the control ops deem necessary they could turn it off, it will reset at midnight automatically.

The new repeater has all of the phone number area codes corrected and only the last three numbers need to be used on the speed-dial.

SKYWARN/ARES REPORT: Carl N1FYZ

Carl spoke about his trip to NWS last week for the storm that came in through Western MA and did a lot of trouble.  Carl reminds all the SKYWARN people to refresh themselves with the criteria for storms.  There will be a Hurricane drill on HF on Saturday, June 2.  MEMA will be holding a Hurricane Drill on Monday, June 4 at the EOC Bridgewater.  Anyone may come down and observe the operation.  He also said that there might be a Pilgrim Nuc Drill some time during the summer.  The good news from NWS is that the HF antenna has been installed.  Intentions were to test the antenna but the test turned into an actual event.

Gary WA1CIM spoke on the June 2nd YMCA race.  Communications should be there about 0900.  The Camp is about 3 miles past the Middleboro YMCA. The race should take about 3 hours and any hams will be welcomed to assist with communications.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. QSL Card Sorting was done before the meeting started and everyone had a good time. Another batch will be ordered for the July meeting.  Many thanks to Sammie N1MJP for teaching us how to do it.

2. Bruce K1HTN related an emergency that he called in on the repeater about a young boy who had fallen with his bike and gotten hurt.  Jay N1FDX and Gil W1GMF responded and called the East Bridgewater Police.

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Bob introduced Frank Pippins who had passed his test and is waiting for notification. A bunch of QST magazines that had been donated by Bill W1ULJ were given to Frank to bring him up to date. 

2. Bob N1EDM spoke on the Field Day June 23/24.  There will be two HF stations set up and another is welcomed if anyone wishes to participate.  It will be held at the East Bridgewater Family YMCA.

3. Carl N1FY said that he and Bob N1EDM would be running Field Day this year for the last time.  They will be participating but not running Field Day events in the future.  They want someone to step in as next year’s Field Day Coordinator.

4. Gil W1GMF reminded everyone that the next SKYWARN training will be at the Braintree Town Hall May 24 7:00-10:00.

5. Bill W1IFX stated that Edaville has invited MARA to be at the Cranberry Festival this year.  We will be there.

ELECTIONS:

Nominees:

President: Gil W1GMF

Vice Pres.: Bob N1EDM

Secretary: Joe W1JOE

Treasurer: John N1PRK

The Secretary was instructed to cast one vote for each office.  The Nominees were welcomed as the new officers for the next year and will assume their offices in June 2001.

NEW MEMBER: 

Dick Roth KA1OZ from Middleboro was voted in as a full member.

Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

World’s Largest Run

June 2, 2001 

by ‘The Bruce’ NI1X

The Communication Team for the YMCA 5K RUN and FUN WALK, held on Saturday June 2, 2001 at Old Colony YMCA Day Camp Yomechas on the shores of lake Tispaguin in Middleboro are seen all wet and soggy and still huddled under a tree to keep out of the rain (a good time and place for one of those SKYWARN lightning strikes that would never happen to me.)  Seen standing in the group photo (L to R) are: Walt Fitzgerald N1LHD, Joe Serrilla W1JOE, Gil Follett W1GMF, and Carl Aveni N1FY. Front row (L. to R.) is Bruce Hayden NI1X, Roy Logan KB1CYV, Pete Nagel KB9KAT and Gary DeCoster WA1CIM. 

The first YMCA in the United States was organized in Boston in 1851 and the Old Colony YMCA joined Y’s all across America to celebrate 150 years of service to kids, families and communities by holding the “World’s Largest Run” – a road race and fun walk. This Nationally organized activity was scheduled to take place this Saturday come rain or shine. Murphy’s law prevailed and we had rain, rain and more rain in this area.

Gary DeCoster WA1CIM of the Massasoit Radio Club had received a request from the YMCA for communication support for this road race and fun walk.  Gary volunteered to coordinate the eight area Hams who responded to his request for help.  The Ham operator support team was spread out along the racecourse to help keep things running smoothly.  There were no problems reported however.  The Bruce, NI1X, spotted Joe Deree N1SGU a local Brockton HAM who is associated with the Middleboro YMCA staff running in the race.  Also, Walt Fitzgerald, N1LHD, was seen playing with one of two very wet dogs who started jogging with the walkers and wound up 3 miles later at the YMCA camp entrance.  Everyone wondered how to best return the two friendly dogs, who had been led astray – not kidnapped, to their rightful homes.

The 3-mile race and fun walk took anywhere from a little over 20 minutes for the fastest runners to a little over an hour for the last of the walkers.  There were YMCA “World’s Largest Run” Tee shirts for all the participants and volunteers along with refreshments, face painting, prizes, random participants raffle, and other games continuing after the race and fun walk.  The Ham communication crew was thanked for their support by the YMCA staff as they said goodbye and headed for warm coffee and dry clothes. 

Field Day

June 23-24 at the Family Y, Route 106 in East Bridgewater.  Setup will start between 8-9AM!  Need we say more!!  Come on down and operate!

Fund Raisers Needed

[Editor’s note: Dave Bourque, WB1FLD, is a Life member of MARA.  He was voted in because of a lot of work he did for the Club and repeater while he lived in Brockton.  Now living in NH, Dave is still an active VHFer and contester, but he also has a family life.

We often complain when kids are bad.  However, Dave has quite the opposite problem – his son is too good! (Except when it comes time for him to pick up his room).  Dave writes…..].  “Life has been very hectic here with Sean's basketball every weekend.  This past weekend was the completion of the State tournament.  His team qualified for a trip to the National tournament next month in Memphis TN.

Time to switch to serious fund-raising activities to pay for the trip.  If you know of any corporate sponsors we could tap into please let us know.  We are also looking for donations from individuals.  Spread the word please.  Thanks.

[It goes without saying that if you work for a company, or know of an institution, that sponsors worthwhile endeavors such as this, please help Dave by giving him what information you can.  He can be reached at david.bourque@analog.com]

FCC puts Regulatory Ball in Amateurs' Court

ARLB019

The FCC says the ball is in the court of the Amateur Service to determine the course of future Amateur Radio regulation.  Speaking May 20 at the Dayton Hamvention FCC forum, Bill Cross, W3TN, of the FCC's Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, said that the days of Commission-imposed regulation are past.

''Detailed regulation of the nitty gritty of communication services, including the Amateur Service, is not in the picture'' Cross said.  ''Rather, the FCC is shifting to strong and effective enforcement of truly necessary regulations.''  The FCC, he said, now plans to look to the amateur community to reach consensus on any new regulations it thinks it wants and needs.

''I hope that those of you who are thinking about asking us to carve up a band by fiat will think again,'' he said.  ''You really are asking us to tie your hands regarding your use of your spectrum.''

Before the FCC initiates any rulemaking proceedings in the Amateur Service to change privileges, Cross said it wants to see proposals involving the implementation of ''new and more modern communications technologies,'' such as digital. In addition, he said, any future proposal ''must include all licensees, and it must include all bands,'' and - most important - the amateur community must reach a consensus on the topic.

Cross said the FCC does not want and cannot handle ''multiple proceedings that address piecemeal changes in operating privileges'' that affect only certain classes of licensees or certain bands.

Kid's Day

Kid's Day is just around the corner: On June 16, 1800 to 2400 UTC, kids of all ages are invited to experience ham radio during Kid's Day. Amateurs are encouraged to invite youngsters into their shack to enjoy the fun. Kid's Day began in 1994 with a one-hour program created by the Boring Amateur Radio Club in Boring, Oregon. The youngsters exchanged names and their favorite colors. Forty kids participated. Last year, more than 1000 took part in the event, now sponsored by ARRL. There's no limit on operating time. The suggested exchange is name, age, location and favorite color. You may work the same station again if the operator has changed. Call "CQ Kid's Day."  

Complete information is on the ARRL Web site, http://www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/kd-rules.html and in the June issue of QST, p 48.

Hurricane Season

[from a message from Rob Macedo, KD1CY – Skywarn Coordinator]

Hurricane season has started today [June 1 – November 30, 2001].  HF testing in support of the NHC Test Exercise for [June 3] was completed this evening and we have verified that the radio is functional with low SWR and good power output.  Band conditions did not appear to be that great.  While stations were heard from Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Texas and Japan on 20 meters, no contacts were made.  We will be on the air from NWS Taunton around 11 AM [on June 3] and the NHC will be calling NWS Taunton at that time on 20 meters, 14.325, 7.268 on 40 Meters at 11:10 AM, and on 15 Meters, 21.325 at 11:20 AM.

Other hams with HF stations are welcome to monitor and if necessary relay for us to the NHC if we cannot make the trip on any of these frequencies.

[Editors Note: In a June 7 news story, scientists upgraded their earlier predictions about the numbers and intensities of possible storm conditions in 2001.  The probability of a named storm coming ashore on the East Coast and causing major devastation on the East Coast was increased from 52% to 69%.    Predictions are for 10 named storms, with 6 of them reaching hurricane intensity.  

Names for the 200a Season are Alllison, Barry, Chantal, Dean, Erin, Felix, Gabrielle, Humberto, Iris, Jerry, Karen, Lorenzo, Michelle, Noel, Olga, Pablo, Rebekah, Sebastien, Tanya, Van, and Wendy.

Yes, we’ve heard dire predictions before, and nothing ever came of it.  

The best time to begin preparations is at the start of the season.  So your national NWS would like to suggest a few simple measures.

Taking a few moments now will save much needed time should a tropical storm or hurricane take aim at New England later this season.

But, it’s always a good idea to be prepared anyhow, with extra food, water, batteries, candles, etc.  Just a thought!]

Heavy rains and winds to Tropical force will make any travel or outdoor preparation work dangerous as much as 15 hours in advance of the eye of the storm.  Remember that most tropical systems approaching our region will accelerate dramatically.  This will greatly reduce preparation time.

Be sure to have plenty of batteries on hand for flashlights, AM/FM radios, and your NOAA weather radio.  More often than not, power will be disrupted during the storm and may be disrupted for several days.

Be sure to have canned food and other items on hand that do not need refrigeration.  As stated above, it is almost a certainty that electrical and telephone power will be disrupted.

A word to the wise……
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Gill Follett, W1GMF

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Joe Serilla, W1JOE

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FYZ
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  WA1GDJ-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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