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suspicious activity on Flagg Street
at 11:03 a.m. The caller roported
two malos sitting in a pickup truck
at the end of the parking lot. Offi-
cer reports it is a group of senior
citizens using radios and locating
Bovisea.
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Editors Note

We begin this newsletter with an apology.  There was no newsletter in July due to a severe work schedule.  We’re sorry for any announcements you may have missed or any inconveniences that arose from this.

Secretary’s Report (July, 2003)

Vice President Carl N1FY opened the meeting at 8:00 P.M. 

Directors present: Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Read and accepted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as published in the May newsletter. 

HEALTH AND WELFARE:

Bob Burns K1RB is receiving radiation treatment on a daily basis at Mass. General. Anyone able to provide transportation is asked to contact Pi K1RV.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Gil W1GMF and Carl N1FY

Work remains to be done to correct the problems with both the 2-meter and 440 machines.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

The hurricane season officially began on June 1. Predictions are for 6-9 named storms, 1-2 which may be severe.  The disaster drill held in Brockton was a success.

OLD BUSINESS:

There were no outstanding issues.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Volunteers are needed to provide communications support for the annual Kerry Sullivan Memorial Road Race in West Bridgewater on June 22.  The distances for the triathlon being run by the Middleboro YMCA on July 13 have been increased, making it a qualifying event for national competitions. As 400-500 participants are expected, we will need many volunteers to assist in providing communications.  The W2SUB call sign is available to those wishing to participate in the museum ships special event.  Contact Bob N1EDM for details.  Anyone who has stopped receiving the newsletter electronically should contact Bob N1EDM.

President Joe W1JOE will be at the T. L. Storer Boy Scout camp in Barnstead, NH for the summer. 

Meeting closed at 8:40 P.M.

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

FOX  HUNTING

A Fox Hunt takes place every Saturday morning between 10 AM and Noon.  The Fox hides in a public place and transmits on 146.565 MHz for 30 seconds every 5 minutes.  Listen for the Fox Hunters on the Bridgewater REPETER 147.180 MHz as they coordinate the start of the hunt at 10 AM and let them know if you can hear the Fox in your back yard. 

A  Modern  Fairy  Tale

by Roy KB1CYV

It was a typical spring Saturday morning in the small college town in Southeastern Massachusetts, when the Bridgewater police received a call concerning a suspicious vehicle parked at a local playground.

 The complainant, a prudently cautious mother, reported that her daughter, “Little Red Riding Hood” noticed a truck backed into brush at the back of the parking lot.  The single occupant was observed talking into his fist and was heard to say  

“I am the Fox.  Come find me!”

 Hearing this repeatedly, Little Red Riding Hood ran home to tell her mother.  Her mother told police that her daughter, known in the neighborhood as “Little Red”, is very street smart.

Two units were dispatched to investigate the situation.  Upon their arrival they discovered the suspect had already been caught and was surrounded by several vehicles equipped with unusual devices.  First on the scene were Bill O’Hara and Bill O’Hara (don’t ask) who stated this was not a first offense for this individual, having been apprehended on many Saturday mornings following similar behavior.

Shown in the accompanying photo, L to R, are Gil W1GMF, Paul N1OTX, Bill KB1IUB, the Bruce, (N-eleven-X), George KC1FZ, Bill WA1NYC and Roy KB1CYV

As Paul Harvey would say; “…and now you know the REST of the story”.

LEAGUE WARNS OF BOGUS QST SOLICITATIONS

The ARRL Letter, Vol. 22, No. 26

June 27, 2003

Someone has been attempting to sell "subscriptions" to QST, but it's not

the ARRL. ARRL Customer Service and Circulation Manager Kathy Capodicasa, N1GZO, reports she's received several telephone calls and e-mails from members reporting the scam.

"Apparently, there is some kind of bogus telephone solicitor out there trying to get people's names, addresses and credit card numbers," she said. "ARRL does not solicit for 'subscriptions' to QST."  She warned that under no circumstances should a member give out a credit card number to someone trying to sell them QST over the telephone.

As the official membership journal of the ARRL, QST is not available to the general public from a magazine distributor or outside publishing house. Capodicasa advises those getting calls from the phony solicitor to try to get the solicitor's name and to check the caller ID box, if they have one, to obtain the caller's number.  She requested that members share any such information with her via e-mail to n1gzo@arrl.org or telephone,

860-594-0257.

ARRL files comments, studies in Broadband Over Power Line Proceeding

ARLB043

Pointing to a potential for interference to and from Amateur Radio, the ARRL has called on the FCC to "take no steps" to permit Broadband over Power Line (BPL).  The League's 120-page filing, which includes several lab studies, was in response to the FCC's BPL Notice of Inquiry in ET Docket 03-104, published May 23.

ARRL said the Amateur Service should not be "gored with the double-edged sword of an incompatible service" that will at once cause widespread interference and preclude any future changes in the amateur HF allocations.

Citing "diligent and exhaustive research," ARRL concluded that BPL must avoid any and all amateur MF, HF and VHF allocations without exception. "This interference potential, as a matter of both law and fact, disqualifies access BPL as a potential future competitive broadband delivery system,"  the ARRL said in its comments.

League studies show received signal levels of BPL broadband noise at typical amateur stations would be anywhere from 33.7 dB to 65.4 dB higher than typical ambient noise levels in worst-case situations.

40M realignment compromise makes radio history

ARLB045

In an 11th-hour compromise, delegates to World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 (WRC-03) agreed to move broadcasters out of 7100 to 7200 kHz in Regions 1 and 3 to make room for the Amateur Service.  The expanded worldwide allocation at 40 meters goes into effect on March 29, 2009.  Amateurs in the US and the rest of Region 2 will continue to enjoy the 7000 to 7300 kHz band they now have, but with greatly reduced broadcasting interference.

The compromise marked the first time in the history of internationally coordinated radio spectrum allocation that an HF broadcasting band was shifted to accommodate the needs of another service. The compromise cuts in half the incompatibility between amateur and broadcasting use of the 7 MHz band and doubles the 40-meter spectrum available to amateurs in Regions 1 & 3.

While the result falls short of the IARU's goal of a 300-kHz worldwide exclusive band for amateurs, the cooperation of broadcasters, opposing delegates and many others was required to make a positive step for ham radio.  Spectrum between 4 and 10 MHz is on the agenda for WRC-07, but further changes to 7000-7200 kHz will not be considered.

The conference also dropped the international Morse code requirement, leaving individual countries to decide if they want to retain a code proficiency requirement, and adopted a number of improvements to the other international regulations for the amateur service. The delegates also agreed to allowed a secondary allocation for satellite borne synthetic aperture radars at 70 cm and made amateur call sign assignment more flexible.

Whitman Flea Market
This is a short reminder for all of you to remember to attend the Whitman ARC semi-annual flea market at Saftlers on Sunday and Monday of the Labor Day weekend.  See you there…  Let ‘the Bruce’ take a photo of you, and make a QSO with his ham rig.

ARRL and TAPR 22nd Annual Digital Communications Conference

This year it's in Hartford, which is very convenient for us here in Mass.

I've attended this conference before in Baltimore and Chicago.  It's a great meeting for those more technically inclined, although you don't need to be an engineer to enjoy the conference. Lots of good people and good information.

I *highly* recommend this for anyone interested in digital communications.

http://www.tapr.org/tapr/html/conff.html

Steve

Progress (n.):  The process through which the Internet has evolved from smart

people in front of dumb terminals to dumb people in front of smart terminals.

FCC WARNS TRUCKING FIRMS ABOUT ALLEGED UNLICENSED 10-METER OPERATION

From the ARRL Letter, Vol 22, No. 30.

The FCC Enforcement Bureau has sent Warning Notice letters to three highway transportation firms asserting that drivers of some of their vehicles may have transmitted without a license on 10 meters.  The notices allege the unlicensed operations took place July 8 on Interstate highways in South Carolina.

Letters went out July 14 from FCC Special Counsel Riley Hollingsworth to

Jolly Roger Capital Ltd of Columbia, South Carolina, Tidewater Transit Company of Kinston, North Carolina, and Shuford Lumber of Marion, North Carolina.  He warned all three firms that operation of radio transmitting equipment without a license could lead to fines of up to $10,000, equipment seizure and even imprisonment.

Hollingsworth asked all three firms to get in touch with him to discuss the allegations.  He told ARRL that one of the companies already had responded and required its driver to remove all radio gear from his truck.

In other enforcement news, the FCC warned two General class operators in Virginia against operating outside their privileges on 20 meters.

Hollingsworth wrote Cody A. Stinson, KG4YKL, and Randall K. Stinson, KG4YKM, of Lebanon regarding alleged operation June 20 on 14.210 MHz—a frequency that's outside the General phone band.  Hollingsworth cautioned the licensees that such operation could lead to revocation proceedings and fines and jeopardize attempts to upgrade.  He asked both operators to contact him.










