[image: image1.png]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]



Founded February 6, 1962

July 2010
Volume 49 Issue 07
Secretary’s Report:
MARA Minutes 6/15/10

20:00 Meeting came to order by Pete N1NVV

Present were:

Dave, WA1MUT; Bruce, NI1X; Roy, KB1CYV; Walt, W1WCF; Pete, N1NVV; Carl, N1FY; Bob, N1LCY; and Jeff, N1ZZN.

Secretary’s Report accepted as printed in the newsletter

Treasurer’s Report accepted as read by Pete N1NVV.

Repeater Report – Jeff – N1ZZN - Autopatch lightning hit –  sent out for estimate of repair. IRLP needed for Newsline?

Old Business – Field Day – not a lot of interest shown

June 5th Road Race Camp Youmekus

Bridgewater 4th of July parade – about 2 hours – contact Phil N1XTB

Old Colony Road Race

July 11th Camp Youmekus Tri-athelon DD at 7am – contact Carl N1FY

New Business – Possible new meeting place? Suggestions are welcome. 

Fox Hunt Saturday June 19th - 7 mile radius of Whitman

Middleboro Project Lifesaver – 220mhz FM 

Pilgrim Drills Oct – November 

Hospital Emergency Plans – Amateur Radio involvement  Good Samaritan Hospital Brockton – Equipment setup in their Library.

Skywarn Training 2 coming up in Rhode Island

Online training for renewing Skywarn spotters coming soon.

RACES radio officer retiring – replacement suggestions welcome – contact N1FY

20: 50 Meeting adjourned

Respectfully Submitted,

Bob Keene, N1LCY

Next Meeting :    July 20, 2010  8:00 pm  at  the EOC
 Weather Gives Pennsylvania Emergency Drill a Real Twist
......from the Ares E Letter  July 14th 2010

Pennsylvania Ops Switch from Drill to Emergency Mode

Just two days before the start of Field Day, Amateur Radio operators in south central Pennsylvania were manning their positions for a regularly scheduled bi-annual exercise involving the Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station located on the Susquehanna River. The drill is required as part of the licensing process for the power plant.

"Nuclear power plants have got to do well in emergency planning as part of their licensing requirements", said Daniel Sullivan, KO1D, Eastern Pennsylvania ARES® District 5 Emergency Coordinator. "For hams to shine in that setting is more important than Field Day to show community or agency leaders within the public safety community what we can do when we apply ourselves."

Many of the Amateur Radio operators participating in the drill had been involved with previous drills and most thought they knew what to expect. However, Mother Nature injected severe weather along with National Weather Service issued tornado and severe thunderstorm warnings. Within 15 minutes of the warnings being issued, Lancaster County ARES® EC Ron Small, WB2OOB, and Lancaster County RACES Officer Chris Bunting, K1CWB, were reporting that communications went down just before the drill began and remained out during the drill in some municipalities due to storm damage to the telecommunications infrastructure.

Amateur Radio operators who were pre-positioned to support the drill integrated SKYWARN operations into the drill's RACES net. In Drumore Township, Lancaster County, Small became the only reliable communications at the municipal EOC when commercial communications networks went down. He reported that fax and telephone were intermittent and other communications systems were not operational due to the storms.

Bunting said he heard the weather alert on the local repeater. "When I heard a tornado warning being broadcast for Southern Lancaster County, I decided that we must start a "hybrid net" and start SKYWARN operations while preparing for the Peach Bottom drill." When the first operator arrived at Lancaster County EOC, he set up net control, and began the SKYWARN net. Bunting announced that this would be a hybrid net, looking for weather reports from operators in the field. He immediately received a report of "golf ball sized" hail in the southern end of the county. This information was passed on to Randy Gockley, the Lancaster County Emergency Management Coordinator, who in turn contacted the National Weather Service. Meteorologists at the weather service indicated that there was a strong possibility of a tornado in the southern end of the county.

Acting quickly, Gockley decided to activate the emergency warning sirens in the southern part of Lancaster, to warn civilians of the impending danger. Net control immediately notified all stations that this would be occurring, and the RACES personnel at each municipal EOC notified the staff. For some EOCs, this was the only method of communication to let them know why the sirens were sounding, as there were power outages and telephony outages throughout the area. RACES operators continued to pass on vital storm information to net control until the storms had passed.

The NWS confirmed that an EF-0 tornado occurred near Hershey, home of Hershey chocolates and a large amusement park. Winds reached 80 miles per hour. Damage ranged from downed trees to roofs ripped off of several homes. The severe storm uprooted trees and knocked down power lines as it continued towards Philadelphia.

Drill Finally Starts 

The Peach Bottom drill quickly started after the threat of severe weather passed; however, telecommunications and power outages were still affecting multiple EOCs. Part of Lancaster County's RACES pre-planning involved making sure all operators have battery power/generator, radios, power supplies and antennas with them, and to be prepared to operate independently of any infrastructure in place. In this case, the pre-planning paid off, as all stations were operating regardless of the power outages at the municipal EOCs. Many locations were having problems sending or receiving faxes, phone calls, and power. RACES maintained the constant contact needed to play out the drill. Near the end of the drill, Randy Gockley, EMC Lancaster, stated that "RACES was a godsend tonight." 
York County operators did not report any weather impact on their ARES®/RACES and SKYWARN operations. They did suffer severe weather and at least one fire was reported during the storms, which did impact the drill. At one EOC almost everyone left to fight fires. The EOC was then staffed by four hams. Drill observers provided good feedback on the hams' ability to adapt to the situation. Alan Frame, WB3FTD, said power went out at two local EOCs where hams were stationed.

Drill Was "Quiet"

In Fawn Township, York County, EOC staff members commented that the drill seemed quiet and slow. It was brought to their attention that most of the communication was done by the radio amateurs (who were in another room) and via fax. The telephones were not ringing off the hook. Most of the Amateur Radio communications was sent/receive via FLDIGI using BPSK250. Jack Dellinger, N3BQB, explained "We would receive the message and cut/paste it into Notepad to print. We have also developed a program that allows text entry in the format used by York County ISC-213 format. We had 100% perfect copy on all messages. The County EOC and two local EOCs were active on digital modes." 

Kudos

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) officials thanked the radio amateurs for a job well done. "The professionalism and actions of all the volunteers involved," said Chris Snyder, Acting Commonwealth Auxiliary Communications Systems Coordinator, "clearly demonstrate the value they bring as a communications resource to the emergency management community."

Henry C. Tamanini, Chief, Technological Hazards Division, of PEMA's Bureau of Strategic and Operational Plans said "Your dedication to providing valuable emergency communications was certainly proven when Mother Nature transitioned the majority of the exercise area/Emergency Planning Zone from the exercise mode of the nuclear power plant to the real-world mode."

Mike Brulo, KB3RRV, a Harrisburg area SKYWARN member and net control operator, shot video from his car and e-mailed the following: "I was in Campbelltown, the hardest hit area. Brett Thackara and I are thinking this was a tornado. Be sure to watch my video and read this story." - Thanks, Bob Josuweit, WA3PZO, Philadelphia, PA

ARRL's 500 kHz Experiment Shows Slight Growth

In the quarterly report for the ARRL's 500 kHz Experimental Station for the period ending May 2010, Experiment Coordinator Fritz Raab, W1FR, reported that since the experiment began in late 2006, 20 of the 32 participating stations are currently active. The FCC's Office of Engineering and Technology granted the WD2XSH experimental license to the ARRL in September of that year. "Our present license grant expires on August 1," Raab said. "We are planning to do an 'as-is' renewal this month." Raab said that during the quarter, one additional QSO was made, bringing the total number of WD2XSH contacts to 405. The WD2XSH Web site has received 511 reports since the end of February, bringing the total number of reports to 11,234 since the beginning of the issuance of the experimental license. Raab said more than 60,000 hours of activity has been logged on the Web site since September 2006. Stations do not have to be members of the experimental team to post reception reports.

ARRL Now on Facebook!

With more than 400 million active users, Facebook is the most popular social network site on the Internet. And since radio amateurs are generally a social bunch, many hams are active on Facebook. Thanks to Herman May, KE5HYW, the ARRL has its own Facebook page. Check out the page to see a lot of features you won't find anywhere else, such as pictures from ARRL events and interactive status updates. We invite hams to "like" the ARRL Facebook page and leave productive comments. Joining Facebook is free, and you just might be surprised at who you'll find on the site.

Boxboro New England Divsion ARRL Convention 2010 Ticketing Is Open 

Greetings!
Tickets for the 2010 ARRL New England Convention - "Boxboro!"
are now available at the convention website:

http://www.boxboro.org
We are working on a convention schedule full of interesting
speakers as well as bringing in leading vendors from across
the country.  Best of all, we are holding all ticket prices
at 2008 levels.  I hope you will plan to attend!

73,
Mike - K1TWF
Boxboro Convention Committee Chairman

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2010
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

July, 2010 
LAST UPDATE 7-12-10 de W1GSL         http://swapfest.us         
18 July      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

24 July Thomaston ME PBARC @AmLegion $5@8 $5/T      Norman NY1B 207 354 6853 W

24 July N Haven CT YankeePeddler @HI $7@8$19/sp$15/T John N1GNV 203 440 4468 F

14 Aug Gales Ferry CT RASON @FireHs $4@9 $15/T       Chip N1MIE 860 376 0888  

14 Aug Swanton VT StAARC @RavenIndPk                  Arn N1ARN 802 309 0666 A

14 Aug St Albans ME PARC @Snowmobile Club         George WA1JMM 207 441 6112 A 

15 August    Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

22 Aug Adams MA NoBarc @ AggieFG $5@@8 $10Sell        Tim KE3HT 413 822 7075  

27,29 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv                  Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 A

11 Sept Windsor ME AARA @FG $5@8                     Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075  

11 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Tailgate   John 860 673 0518 W

11 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7                Al KA1IEG 518 677 3316 W

12 Sept Newtown CT CARA @TownHall $6@8:30 $15/T       Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880 W

18 Sept Alton NH MASONS @Lodge @7:30 Tg$10 $20/insidT Bob W1GWU 603 776 0086  +

18 Sep Forestdale RI RIFMARS @VFW $5/SP@8 Auction@11 Rick K1KYI 401 864 9611  + 

19 Sept      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

25,26 Sep Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~  John 781 592 2553  

2 Oct Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30  Charlie 603 898 4821  

3 Oct Queens NY HOSARC @HoS $5@9 $10/sp@7:30     Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W

10 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@8        John N1GNV 203 440 4468  

15,16 October Deerfield NH Nearfest VIII @FG         Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T

16 Oct Greenwood NS GARC @CommCtr $4@10 s@8         Eric VE1CFY              R

17 October   Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776  

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

23 Oct Longueuil PQ MS-SARC $5@9 $10/T@6           David VE2EDF 450 672 9791 W

30 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799  

31 Oct Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevitHall            Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937 A

5 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228  

6 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions                           N1NAZ 603 421 0940  

13 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7  Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  

4 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518 W

DX NEWS
PHILIPPINES, DU.  Gerard, F2JD is QRV as DU1/G0SHN for 6 months or

more.  Activity is on all bands and modes.  He will also try to

activate some of the IOTA islands while there.  QSL via F6AJA.

JIBOUTI, J2.  Vincent, F5MJV is QRV as J28JV.  His length of stay

is unknown at this time.  Activity is on all HF bands using mainly

CW and digital modes with some SSB.  He also plans to activate the

IOTA Gulf of Tadjoura Group, IOTA AF-053.  QSL via F5NQL.

MONGOLIA, JT.  Sank, JT1AS is QRV as JT70AS until the end of 2010 in

celebration of his 70th birthday.  Activity is on all HF bands using

RTTY and PSK.  QSL direct to home call.

SUDAN, ST.  Robert, ST2AR has been QRV on 17 meters around 1730z.

QSL direct via S53R.

MONGOLIA, JT.  Alex, JT1/IW5ELA, and Giampiero, I5NOC, will be QRV

until July 22.  They will stay in the capital Ulaanbaatar for one

week and may use the station of the radio club.  The rest of the

time they will travel around showing up mobile from different

regions.  QSL via bureau or direct to IW5ELA.

ZAMBIA, 9J.  Katsumi, JF1OKX, will be active as 9J2KK from Lusaka

until the end of September 2011.  Activity will be on 80 through 6

meters, concentrating on the digital modes (PSK31 or 62, RTTY, WSJT

and SSTV), with some SSB and CW.  QSL via JK1NSR.

SARDINIA, IS0.  Flaviano, I2MOV, will be active as IS0/I2MOV until

the end of September.  Activity will be on 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12,

10 and 6 meters using mainly CW.  QSL via his home call sign, by the

Bureau or direct.

OGASAWARA, JD1.  Koji, JI1LET, will be active as JI1LET/JD1 from

Chichijima Island (AS-031) from July 24 to 30.  Activity will be on

40 through 6 meters, using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL via JI1LET by the

JARL Bureau or direct.

PUERTO RICO, KP4.  Members of the Puerto Rico Amateur Radio League

(PRARL) will activate special event station K4C until August 1 to

celebrate the XXI Central American and Caribbean Games that will

take place in Mayaguez.  QSL direct to KP4ES.

BAHAMAS, C6.  Alan, K5AB (C6AAB), Renee, N5BW (C6AMR), Carolyne,

W5ETY (C6ATY), Mark, NA6M (C6AMS), and Scott, K2CK (C6ASH), will

activate Eleuthera Island from July 9 to 25.  They will use three

stations running in CW, SSB and digital modes on 160 through 6

meters.  QSL via their home calls.

MAURITIUS, 3B8.  Armin, DK9PY, will be active as 3B8/DK9PY until

July 21.  Activity will be CW only on 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12 and 10

meters.  Look for him about 10 kHz from the lower band edges.  He

may also make a side trip to Reunion Island (FR) or Rodriguez Island

(3B9).

BELIZE, V3.  San, K5YY (V31YY), Bill, W5SJ (V31SJ), and Bob, W5UQ

(V31UQ), will be QRV from Placencia from July 12 to 19.  They will

work all bands, including 60 meters, and participate in the CQ VHF

Contest.  QSL V31YY via K5YY.  W5JAY is the manager for V31UQ and

V31SJ.

DJIBOUTI, J2.  Freddy, F5IRO, will sign J28RO in CW, SSB and digital

modes mostly on his weekends (Friday/Saturday) around 1200-1300 UTC

and the evening hours during the week for the next two years.  His

QSL manager is F8DFP, who confirms via bureau or direct.

TOGO, 5V.  Franco, I1FQH is QRV as 5V7DX from the Kpalime Village

until July 30.  Activity is on 40 to 10 meters.  QSL to home call.

CROATIA, 9A.  Special event station 9A10P is QRV until the end of

2010 to celebrate the city of Djurdjevac.  QSL cards will be sent

automatically via the bureau.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO, 9Q.  Patrick is QRV as 9Q50UN and has

been active on 20 meters around 1400 to 1600z and then around 2300

to 0030z.  QSL via ON4BR.

TAIWAN, BV.  In celebration of its 100th anniversary, special event

station BP100 is QRV until December 31, 2011.  Special event station

BV100 will be QRV from October 10 to December 31, 2011.  QSL via

BX4AQ and BV2KI, respectively.

PORTUGAL, CT.  Special event station CS29MR is QRV until July 18 to

commemorate the 29th International Motorcycle Concentration Faro.

Activity is on 80 to 6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL via

CT1EHX.

CANARY ISLANDS, EA8.  Luke, SQ9IVD will be QRV as EA8/home call from

Fuerteventura Island, IOTA AF-004, from July 19 to August 5.

Activity will be on the HF bands using mostly CW, and possibly SSB

and RTTY.  QSL to home call.

FRENCH POLYNESIA, FO.  Alain, FO5RH is QRV as TX5TES from Tatakoto

Island, IOTA OC-066, until July 25.  This includes an entry in the

upcoming IOTA contest.  QSL to home call.

WALLIS AND FUTUNA ISLANDS, FW.  Operators JA2NQG, JH2BNL and JI2UAY

are QRV as FW5M, FWD2A and FW5FM, respectively, from Wallis Island,

IOTA OC-054, using CW, SSB, RTTY, SSTV, and FM with three stations

active until July 24.  They will also be active as FW5M/p and

FWD2A/p from Futuna Island, IOTA OC-118, on July 16 and 17.  QSL to

home calls.

NORTHERN IRELAND, GI.  Bobby, MI0RYL will be QRV as GN4KPT on July

16 for about 8 hours from the Stormont Castle and Parliament

buildings.  Activity will be on the HF bands.  QSL via operator's

instructions.

SCOTLAND, GM.  A group of operators are QRV as GB2SLH from the

Sumburgh Head Lighthouse in the Shetland Islands, IOTA EU-012, until

July 27.  This includes an entry in the upcoming IOTA contest.  QSL

via M5YLO.

SARDINIA, IS0.  Operators EA3AKA, EA3GHZ, EA5EOR and EC5BME are QRV

as IS0E until July 24.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters using CW and

SSB with two stations active.  QSL via EA5KA.

SEYCHELLES, S7.  Marq, CT1BWW will be QRV as S79BWW from the Inner

Islands, IOTA AF-024, from July 17 to 31.  Activity will be on 80 to

10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL to home call.

GREECE, SV.  Look for SV2FPU/8, SV2CLJ/8 and possibly others to be

QRV from Limnos Island, IOTA EU-049, from July 21 to 31.  This

includes activating the Plaka Lighthouse, ARLHS GRE-107.  This may

include an entry in the upcoming IOTA contest.  Activity will be on

40 to 6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK.  QSL via operators'

instructions.

TURKEY, TA.  Special event station TC90AA is QRV during the month of

July to commemorate the 90 years of the Turkish News Agency Anadolu

Ajansi.  QSL via TA3KO.

COSTA RICA, TI.  A group of young operators are QRV from the QTH of

TI5N until July 19.  They are part of "DX Adventure" and are here

training to operate in pile-ups and DXpeditions, as well as learning

other aspects of amateur radio.  QSL via operators' instructions.

BURKINA FASO, XT.  A group of operators are QRV as XT2EME as well as

XT2CVC, XT2LW and XT2HLV from Ouagadougou until August 2.  Activity

is on 80 to 6 meters using CW, SSB and PSK.  QSL all calls via

HB9EOU.

CAMBODIA, XU.  Jean, ON4JW will be QRV as XU7AJW from July 17 to

August 13.  QSL via ON7PP.

LAOS, XW.  Bruce, XW1B is QRV until July 21.  Of late he has been

active on 20 meters around 1300z and 17 meters around 1530z.  QSL

via E21EIC.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The North American RTTY QSO Party, CQ

Worldwide VHF Contest, 2010 Bicentennial Colombian Independence Day

contest, NCCC Sprint, DMC RTTY Contest, RSGB Low Power CW Field Day,

WAB 144 MHz QRO Phone and the CQC Great Colorado CW Gold Rush are

all on tap for this weekend.  The Run for the Bacon QRP CW Contest

is scheduled for July 19.  The QRP CW Fox Hunt is scheduled for July 21
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
Bridge APRS Node 145.09  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4
Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

DX Clusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor    maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324
Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 8:00PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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