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NOTICE – Effective Immediately: New Club Meeting Place

Beginning with the July meeting, all MARA meetings will be held in the EOC Conference Room at the Academy Building in Bridgewater Center.  Meeting times will still be the same as always.

The Bridgewater Public Library sent a letter to all users of the downstairs conference rooms that, because of budget cutbacks, these Conference rooms will no longer be available after 8:00PM – the Library’s regular operating hours.  They are unable to pay the overtime required to keep a custodian on duty to while meetings are in progress.

MARA has been meeting at the library for several years now.  We have enjoyed the luxury of their large meeting room, including all the conveniences of the AV equipment that the Library left for our use.

MARA is very grateful for the hospitality that the Library has shown us over the years and, while we regret the move, we certainly understand their situation.

Many, many thanks to the Bridgewater Public Library for all the hospitality that they’ve shown us!

Secretary’s Report

President Carl, N1FY opened the meeting at 8:PM

Directors present Carl N1FY,Gil W1GMF,Loren, N1IQI, and Roy KB1CYV

Treasurer’s  Report

Accepted as read

Secretary’s Report

Repeater Trustee Carl, N1FY, Gil, W1GMF, and Lou, N1UEC

Repeaters have been working fine, per Carl N1FY.

Club Callsign Trustee, Carl N1FY

No activity reported

Skywarn/Ares Carl N1FY

We had two activations for the month.

Old Business

Non outstanding

New Business

We no longer have use of the Conference Room at the library because of budget cuts.  We will have our club meetings at the EOC in the briefing room.

July 26th, we will be Primary Emergency Command Center for the DNC, operating from the EOC with MEMA, RED CROSS, (Mark Duff KB1KBM).

Bob K1RB was looking for people to man the booth at the Marshfield Fair (see later in this issue)

Carl  N1FY  closed the meeting at 9:05 PM.

Respectfully Submitted, Loren N1IQI, Secretary

Call for Volunteers at the DNC

This month, we have several requests for help for the upcoming Democratic National Convention (DNC).  Recent news stories indicate that there is a very real threat that terrorists are planning to disrupt the upcoming Presidential Elections.  Prime targets are the Republican and Democratic National Conventions.  Officials state that terrorists have already bypassed other targets to prepare for this.

Regardless of your Party leanings, we ask that you be prepared to help should a serious situation arise at the DNC.  The first area is at the Bridgewater EOC.  Bridgewater is tasked to be a Command Center in the event that supplemental communications are required to support the DNC, which could include emergency communications in the event of a ‘problematic situation’.  The EOC will be in operation during the afternoon and evening hours for the duration of the DNC in Boston.

Carl Aveni, N1FY, is ARES District Emergency Coordinator for Plymouth County and Communications chief at the EOC.  He will be there for the duration of the Convention.  He would like to see a few operators manning the EOC each night.  Even a single afternoon or evening’s watch is helpful.

Contact Carl, N1FY, on the Repeater, via email (caave@peoplepc.com), or at the next Club meeting and let him know your availability.  In any event, please keep your batteries charged and have some kind of Go-kit ready to go.  

Another request for assistance comes from Rob Macedo, KD1CY, Rob writes:

We are trying to get the word out to as many Amateurs as possible, starting particularly in the Eastern Massachusetts ARRL section and also to notify other ARRL areas concerning limited ARES deployment for the Democratic National Convention.  Other duties expected from our cadre will range from maintaining net watches at home stations to passing status traffic messages directing mobilization.  Teams supporting other served agencies such as the Salvation Army will be mobilized as required.  Requirements for the Democratic National Convention (DNC) continue to be developed by our clients.

We are also looking for a large number of “stand-by” operators that will be ready to provide additional support if an incident occurs.  As per our doctrine, Amateurs volunteering for this duty will always be asked to accept any further deployment, so please consider being part of our standby corps!

A Net Control Command Center will be setup to support this activity utilizing the town of Bridgewater Emergency Operations Center (EOC).  Carl Aveni, N1FY, newly named ARES District Emergency Coordinator for Plymouth County, will be coordinating the net control activity at the Bridgewater EOC.

We are looking for “good old-fashioned” Amateur Radio knowledge, good operating skills and most importantly, a sincere desire to serve the agencies that are requesting support, and being flexible with the situation and conditions of the deployment.

We ask that interested Amateurs please contact Mike Neilsen, W1MPN, and Robert Macedo, KD1CY during this timeframe if you live in the Eastern Massachusetts section via email.  Their email addresses are:  W1MPN-Mike Neilsen: w1mpn@ema.arrl.org, and KD1CY-Rob Macedo: rmacedo@rcn.com or kd1cy@comcast.net

(CB) Radio – Free!

Alan Nickerson, N1KBT, is out in Arizona continuing his education.  Before Alan was a ham, he dabbled in CB for a while, and the station was left at his parents home.

Alan has donated his entire radio system to the club.  If you know someone who is interested in radio, particularly CB, here is a complete station, ready to roll, except for power supply and coax.  The system consists of a Radio Shack Navaho transceiver, microphone, antenna, and two antennas – a Shakespear Whip antenna and an AEA Isopole.

This might be an interesting way to get someone interested in the hobby (that’s how Alan got started, after all).  If you are interested, or know someone who might be, contact Bob, N1EDM, at n1edm@arrl.net.  He has all the items ready to give away.

Help for the YMCA Triathalon

The YMCA Triathalon is upcoming in July.  Carl, Gil, and the regular gang will need assistance at Camp Yomechas and the outlying Triathalon race route.  Please contact Carl or Gil to get more details regarding the date and time.  It’s a fun take, and the help is gratefully appreciated.

Have Fun at the Marshfield Fair

by Bob Burns, k1rb@comcast.net
2004 MARSHFIELD FAIR UPDATE

DATES : Friday, August 20, 2004 through Sunday, August 29, 2004 -- 10 days. 

HOURS : Monday through Friday 12 NOON to 10 PM; Saturdays & Sundays 10 AM to 10 PM.

LOCATION: Marshfield Fair Grounds, Route 3-A (Main Street) Marshfield, MA (not far from route 139 and downtown Marshfield).

DIRECTOR RESPONSIBLE FOR EDUCATIONAL & NON-PROFIT EXHIBITS: Bridget L. Burns, Whitman, MA

LOCATION OF AMATEUR RADIO EXHIBIT:  Inside the large exhibit building attached to the Poultry Building, In the rear of the building.  Access is available for antennas and locked storage space behind the exhibit.  This building is located next to the Rabbit Exhibit building on the west side, and on the east side the 4-H Barns.  Electricity is available.  Other exhibits in the building include the Model Railroad Exhibit.  This building in past years had the Bee Keeper Exhibit - now moved to the North side of the fair grounds.

EXHIBIT GENERAL COORDINATOR : Robert F. Burns (Bob), K1RB (Marshfield Fair Director - Public Relations)

ASSISTANT GENERAL COORDINATORS : Bruce Hayden, NI1X  &  PI Pugh, K1RV

AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGN AT THE EXHIBIT :  NN1MF

EXHIBIT COORDINATORS COLLECTING NAMES OF AMATEURS TO PARTICIPATE AT THE

FAIR'S AMATEUR RADIO EXHIBIT:

· Bruce Hayden, WHITMAN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. (NI1X)

· Pi Pugh, USS SALEM RADIO CLUB (K1RV)

AREA AMATEUR RADIO CLUBS INVITED TO PARTICIPATE:

· WHITMAN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.  (WA1NPO)

· USS SALEM RADIO CLUB (K1USN)

· MARSHFIELD FAIR RADIO CLUB (NN1MF)

· MASSASOIT AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION (W1MV)

· MARCONI RADIO CLUB (W1AA)

· other area amateur radio operators interested in participating

PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS :

· Four hour shift at the exhibit. (We will welcome those who can not donate a full four hours).  Holder of an amateur radio license, or persons studying to become amateur radio operators.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING NAMES FOR PARTICIPATION : SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2004.

(Needed to make certain we have enough people for the exhibit space being reserved.)

FAIR ADMISSION TICKETS/PASSES/Ids: All those taking part at the exhibit will be provided passes or exhibitor ID passes based on hours volunteered.  All passes will be controlled by Bob Burns, K1RB.

ACTIVE STATIONS : We would like to have at least one HF and one UHF/VHF

Station. We welcome CW, PSK-31 and RTTY operations. 

HANDOUTS : All clubs may have handouts at the booth supporting amateur radio and club activities (including flea markets, auctions and other fund raisers). We hope to have some ARRL material at the booth.

HAMTESTONLINE has been invited to be at the booth with a demonstration of HAMTESTONLINE and handouts. We do not have an on line connection or telephone connection at the booth.

OTHER EDUCATIONAL-NON/PROFIT EXHIBITS ANTICIPATED AT THE FAIR THIS YEAR:

MEMA, FEMA, NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE, NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE, MASSACHUSETTS STATE TREASURERS OFFICE and many others.

73, Bob Burns - K1RB

A few more words about Carl, N1EVT
[As you know by now, Carl Rey, N1EVT, became a Silent Key last month.  Bob Burns, K1RB, passed along these few additional bits of news about Carl.  We thought that you would be interested in what he had to say.]

Carl Aveni N1FY heard WBZ channel 4 reported that their Chief Engineer Carl Rey N1EVT passed away in June.  Gil W1GMF reported that a private service was held on June 11.  We could not find any notice in the newspaper.

Carl N1EVT of Randolph would have been 52 years old at the end of the month and was a member of the Massasoit Amateur Radio Club.  The Massasoit Club members were notified in the MARA news that went out yesterday

Bob Mandeville N1EDM reports that Carl N1EVT came from the island of St. Kitts where he obtained his first amateur radio license.  Carl worked as a cameraman and technician at Channel 7 and worked his way up to Chief Engineer at WBZ Channel 4.

[The last time that many of us saw] Carl, N1EVT, was at the Whitman Club Flea Market looking for a heavy duty rotor for his home QTH.  Carl N1EVT faithfully stopped by the Saftler's Flea Market to socialize and to keep us informed as to the progress of the Channel 4 conversion to High Definition Television.

[Editors Note: Carl had friends in both area clubs.  We are all going to miss you, Carl.  Best DX to you.]

Mighty 4-Watter

Have you ever built a ham-related article from a magazine article?  Years ago, that was the only wah that many people were able to get their start in Amateur Radio.  In fact, there are stories about people in the Great Depression who actually built (and evacuated) their own vacuum tubes. THAT’s Homebrewing! 

We received a photo of Whitey, K1VV, dated circa 1954 when he was in the army.  Back then, he built a radio from a magazine article, and he’s still going at it 50 years later.

Recently, Whitey re-created his “Mighty Four-Watter” and made a rather surprising QSO.

Whitey writes: We got the Mighty 4 Watter put together and operating ..[Plans were] from the April 1956 CQ Magazine].  No QSO’s as yet, about 1 1/2 watts out on 80, 2 Watts on 40.  And we were able to double the 40 xtals to 20 with a smaller coil at only 1 watt.  We set it up with plug-ins.

Thanks to Don K1DC for the 50L6 & 35Z5... and Warren WA1YKF for the two variable capacitors.  One of his early QSO’s was with Bob, W1GIV

Later on, Whitey wrote more: To Glowbug fanciers and others.
We had a QSO this morning with N4BP(x-W1GIV).  He was using an Elecraft KX1 5 watts from S FLA.  We used the Mighty 4-Watter TX (CQ April 1956)..   2 watts out.  Worked him on 40 meter CW at 6:20 AM.

When we were in the US Army 48 years ago, we worked Bob when he was W1GIV and we were W1GDB.  Then we were using our original Mighty 4 watter from the barracks in Ft. Meade MD !!! and a 2 tube regen receiver.  History repeats itself !!

We tape recorded it all and also took a video of the complete QSO.

[Editors Note: If you would like to see the Video of that QSO, contact Bob, N1EDM.  He has a copy that he can loan you]
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President:: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President:: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv
WARC Web Page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.03 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 & PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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