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Volume 47 Issue 07

Secretary’s Report

Meeting called to order at 20:00 by the newly elected president, Pete N1NVV.

Members & Guests present were:

Loren, N1IQI; Pete, N1NVV; Phil, N1XTB; Carl, N1FY; Roy, KB1CYV; Steve, N1JFU; Jeff, N1ZZN; Alan, N1MXH; Barry, N1EZH; Leo, WB1EZC; Dave, N1LUM; Bob, N1LCY and Walt, W1WCF.

Introductions were done.

Accepted Secretary’s Report as read in the newsletter.

Accepted Treasurer’s Report as presented by Phil N1XTB.

Repeaters – 2m 

New controller out of service

On backup controller

Phil rewired 440 machine – new battery

Carl may have an extra Gel Cell for repeater shack

Controller failed 2 months ago – repaired crystal

But dead by the next morning – possible power issues

Controller sent back again for repair

Trying the Argon controller 

Invest in new Kenwood repeater – use Kindercomp for backup

Fund raising for new repeater was discussed – contact Steve N1JFU if you may have a donation.

Club will fund remainder of cost of new repeater.

Steve N1JFU mentioned to have a club standard for installing repeaters, equipment, etc.

Gil W1GMF has been and may continue to be point of contact for all MARA repeater issues.

Club president appoints repeater Committee. Issue tabled for now.

Grounding improvements, for the repeater shack were discussed.

Field Day – Phil N1XTB

Funds for field day - food – tents – tables & chairs

Sat nite dinner ~ 50 people

Solar power rig – packet station

HF station – 6m 2m station

Category 2F

NTS messages

Sunday July 13 Camp Youmekus  Tri-athelon 

Volunteers will meet at Dunkin Donuts at the intersection  of  Route 105 & Route 28 @ 8am Camp Youmekus  146.565 147.180

Hurricane Drill 1st week in August 9th?

Tuesday night Nets still need volunteers. 

Rapid Response Team members requested – contact Carl N1FY

Boxboro ARRL Convention in August 

ARRL Section Manager election was discussed – may be starting in September.

Tri-Athlon DW Field Park Brockton 3rd week in September

Whitman Amateur Radio Club will have a booth at the Marshfield Fair and also have plans for their Labor Day Flea Market.

Whitman Repeater 147.225 mhz moved to a commercial tower on a golf course.

Meeting adjourned at 21:22

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Keene, N1LCY

MARA Secretary

Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on July 15, 2008 at the EOC.

Net operators are needed for the Tuesday & Saturday night nets. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NVV

Field Day  
 This year Field Day was again held at the Bridgewater EOC. Phil N1XTB and Carl N1FY put up an additional antenna for HF and Steve N1JFU erected a 6 meter loop

attached to his truck . We had one 6 meter and 2 HF stations operating. Phil set up a solar panel power station . Loren N1IQI spent considerable time on Saturday sending 

messages on packet. We had about 15 visitors to the site. On Saturday afternoon Joe

W1JOE arrived with his newly rebuilt “Chuckwagon” trailer and with the able assistance of  LilPhil prepared a delicious barbeque supper. The people at NSW in Taunton were kind enough to provide us with great weather and we feasted outside under the trees.

Here are a few photos :
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NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2008
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

July  2008                                                    

Contact          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                 


20 July Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
 
9 Aug Gales Ferry CT RASON @VFD $4@9 $15/T Wayne KB1NKK 206 350 3064 
 
9 Aug St Albans ME PARC @SnowMobileClb $5@8 George WA1JMM 207 441 6112 W+
 
15-16 Aug Swanton VT STARC AirportRD $5/D+$5/DTG Arn N1ARN 802 285 6457 
 
17 August Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
 
17 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @FG $5/B $10TG $15/T Alan K1SAV 413 358 8428 W+
 
21 Aug Halifax NS HARC 75th Anv @StVincentUniv Howard VE1DHD 902 490 6421 W
 
22-24 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W 
 
13 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @6AM Tailgate John 860 673 0518 
 
13 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7 Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385 W+
 
14 Sept Newtown CT CARA @TownHall $6@8:30 $10/15@7 Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880 W
 
20 Sept Alton NH MASONS @Lodge @7 Tg$10 $20/inside T Bob W1GWU 603 776 0086 A+
 
20 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct Rick K1KYI 401 864 9611 +
 
20 Sept Alexander ME StCCARC @ElSch Mike KB1GEO 207 427 3058 A+

21 Sept Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
Third Sunday April thru October 
 
27-28 Sept Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553 W+
 
27 Sep Drummondville PQ CRADI @StBernard $5@9$15@7 Omer VE2OML 819 478 0478 R+
 
5 Oct Queens NY HOSARC $5@9 $10/SP Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W+
 
10-11 Oct Deerfield NH NearFest @FG Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W+
 
12 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9 John N1GNV 203 440 4468 
 
18 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F
 
18 Oct Greenwood NS NSARA @CommCtr $3@10 S@8 Burt VE1AMA 902 847 7073 W+
 
19 Oct Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
 
25 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA2RYV 860 464 6555 
 
25 Oct Longueuil PQ MS-SARC @PlDesaul $5@9 $10/T@6 David VE2EDF 450 672 9791 W+
 
1 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$15@6 $3@8 Nelson NU1G 603 660 6288 
 
7 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM Jim KK1W 413 245 3228 
 
8 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7 Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422 
 
6 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @7AM Indoors John 860 673 0518

 
GERMAN HAM CLAIMS FIRST DXCC ON 432 MHZ 
 
The world of Amateur Radio DXing has passed a new milestone: On Friday,
June 6, Jan Bruinier, DL9KR, of Niedernhausen, Germany, worked his 100th
country on 432 MHz (70 cm) via moonbounce (EME) and CW.
 
Samek Zdenek, OK1DFC, and Hofbauer Zdenek, OK3RM, were getting ready to
go on an EME DXpedition to Macedonia. Before they left, Samek asked
Bruinier to help test out the equipment; Bruinier gave him a beacon,
aiming a signal off the moon. According to VHF guru and conductor of
QST's "World Above 50 MHz" column Gene Zimmerman, W3ZZ, this is done by
transmitting a series of CW dashes and then stopping to listen for the
signal to return a little more than a second later. The moon averages
384,000 km from the Earth; radio waves travel at ~300,000 km/sec.
 
After one of these transmissions, Bruinier was excited to hear Samek
appear on frequency with a 549 signal. Thus, after an exchange of calls
and reports, Bruinier's 100th country on 432 MHz was in the log. Once
his QSL cards are confirmed in the near future, he will become DXCC #1
on 70 cm.

CAMP YOMECHAS TRIATHLON  SUPPORT

On July 13 a contingent of local hams from the MARA and  Whitman Clubs

provided communications support for a triathlon held at the YMCA camp in

Middleboro. Among the participants in the event  was Dick Hoyt and his

son who have become legends in their own time. ( Photos courtesy of N1XTB and NI1X)
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DX NEWS

CYPRUS, 5B. Jack, RW3QC, will be active as 5B4AII during the IARU
HF World Championship as a Single Op, All Band, High Power, Mixed
entry. QSL via RW3RN.
 
MALDIVES, 8Q. Tim, VE6SH, IARU Vice President, will be active as
8Q7TM between July 11 and 20, including an entry in the IARU HF
World Championship. QSL via VE6SH.
 
AFRICAN TOUR. John, 9M6XRO, will be active from the following
African locations, July 11 to 13 from Johannesburg, South Africa, as
ZS6/GM3OOK; July 14 to 19 from Mozambique as C91XO; July 19 to 25
from Swaziland as 3DA0OK. He will be QRV on 160 through 10 meters
using CW, RTTY and SSB. QSL via M3SDE, direct/bureau for all three
call signs. See QRZ.com.
 
CAPE VERDE, D4. Massimo, IZ4DPV, will be active as D4C during the
IARU HF World Championship as a Single Op, All Band, High Power, SSB
entry from Mindelo, Ilha do Sao Vicente (AF-086, WLOTA LH-1976).
 
MARKET REEF, OJ0. Five operators will activate Market Reef between
July 11 and 14, which will include a Multi-Op entry as OJ0A in the
IARU HF World Championship. They will have three stations on the
air on 160 through 6 meters. Operators are G0CKV/SM0CKV, OH1VR,
OH3RM, W6RGG and G3SXW. All operators will sign OJ0/home call
before and after the IARU Contest, except for OH1VR who will use
OJ0VR. QSL all OJ0/homecalls via the operators' home call signs and
OJ0VR via OH1VR. QSL to OJ0A via OH3RM.
 
GREENLAND, OX. Operator Bo/OZ1DJJ (OX3LX) is expected to combine a
work and vacation DXpedition until July 23. Activity will be on 6
meters and possibly 2 meters. Operations will be limited to his
spare time. QSL via OZ1PIF.
 
FAROE ISLANDS, OY. A German group will be active from Suduroy
Island (EU-018), until July 16. Operators are DL2MLU, DD1LD, DD5FZ,
DK7MCX and DL6RAI. Look for the operators to sign home call/OY.
Activity will be on the HF bands and 6 meters using CW, SSB and
Digital. The team is expected to be in the IARU HF World
Championship.
 
MICRONESIA, V6. Dick, AD7AF, will be active as V63WWA from Kosrae
Island (OC-059) until July 24. Activity will be mostly CW with some
SSB, PSK31, and RTTY on 80 through 10 meters. QSL via AD7AF.
 
IRAQ, YI. Buzz, NI5DX, reports that Kitch, WD6V, who has been
active as YI9WV, has put some 4000 contacts in the log since
mid-April. Most of his contacts have been on 40 and 30 meters CW,
but he has also been on 20, 17, 15 and 10 meters. Kitch has also
been active on PSK31 on 20 meters and is expected to try 40 meters.
QSL YI9WV via NI5DX, by the Bureau or direct with SASE and 1 USD or
1 IRC.
 
UNITED KINGDOM, G. GB50OT will be QRV until July 13 to mark 50
years of RAOTA, the Radio Amateurs Old Timers' Association. Look
for them on 80 through 6 meters using SSB, CW and digital. QSL via
G3VBE.
 
USA, N. The Carolina DX Association will activate N4BX from grid
square FM13 for the CQWW VHF Contest July 19 and 20. They say FM13
is probably the U.S. grid locator with the smallest amount of land
in it. It is mostly a water grid.
 
ALAND ISLANDS, OH0. OH2PM and OH2BH will be taking a ferry to Aland
Islands today and will be QRV in the IARU Contest signing OG0A. QSL
via OH2BH. They will also be active outside the contest as OH0R and
OH0B, respectively. QSL to their callbook addresses.
 
MONTENEGRO, 4O. Bill, ON5JE, will be active as 4O1/ON5JE from Budva
until July 17. Activity will be on the HF bands, propagation
permitting. QSL via his home call sign.
 
ASCENSION ISLAND, ZD8. Jim, N6TJ, is once again active as ZD8Z and
will be staying on the island until July 15. Activity will be on
all bands CW and SSB. Look for him to be in the IARU HF World
Championship. QSL via his new manager AI4U, direct or by the
Bureau.
Announcing the ARRL New England Division Convention

The 2008 edition of the ARRL New England Division Convention, fondly known as Boxboro, will be held August 22 - 24, 2008.  Mark your calendars now and plan to attend!

A great program is being planned. We are pleased to announce that the ARRL First Vice President Kay Craigie, N3KN will be in attendance.  Here is your opportunity to meet Kay first hand at the ARRL Forums. She will be our guest of honor and keynote speaker at the Saturday evening banquet. Order your banquet tickets early as the seating is limited!

We are also pleased to announce the return of QCWA President, John Johnston W3BE. John brings his 27 years of regulatory work with the FCC to bear in his ever popular talk “What the Rules Say”.

The EMCOMM folks have been hard at work putting together a great line up with the support of the ARRL Emergency Preparedness and Response Manager, Dennis Dura K2DCD, Deputy Chief Army MARS Jim Griffin AAA9B and Chief of Army MARS Operations, Grant Hays AAA9O. We welcome their attendance.

The Special Event station W1A will be in operation. This is a good opportunity to operate the top shelf amateur radio equipment the industry has to offer and have fun while doing it!

Wouff Hong is back!  We are glad to have them and you are not going to believe who they have tapped for the “Old Man”. This is a must attend event!

The “Call for Presenters” remains open. Please contact WO1N if you have an Amateur Radio related presentation or represent an organization that would like to reach out to a large population of active Hams.  

New to our committee this year is Prize Chairman, Mike Crestohl, W1RC. He’s already lined up the new Elecraft K3 for the top prize for some lucky ham. 

Flea Market pricing has been restructured with the goal of improving the Sunday turnout. 

Volunteers are also welcome to help with event planning and execution.

The latest updates, online ticketing and general information can be found at http://www.boxboro.org
The Boxboro Holiday Inn, located at the junction of Routes 111 and 495 in Massachusetts, will again open its doors to the Amateur Radio community with its spacious parking and comfortable accommodations.  Hotel information is available through the Boxboro.org website. Room rates are reduced for this year, be sure to ask for the “Boxboro Ham Radio Convention Rate” when making your reservations.

We hope to see you there!

Mike Raisbeck, K1TWF

Ken Caruso, WO1N


Mike Crestohl, W1RC

Convention Chair

Program Chair



Prize Chair

K1TWF@arrl.org    

WO1N@arrl.net



W1RC@boxboro.org

       



(978) 663-3027 (h)

       



(978) 952-5377 (w)
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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