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Founded February 6, 1962

July 2006

Volume 45 Issue 07

Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 06/20/06

Carl N1FY opened the meeting at 8:00PM

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s report was accepted as published in the newsletter

TREASURER’S REPORT

 No Treasurer’s report was presented

REPEATER TRUSTEES 

Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, Lou N1UEC, and

Bob N1EDM

REPEATERS

147.180 and 444.550 running fine with backup of 449.275 with PL 105.5 doing great.

Possible de-sensing of 2 meter repeater by

APRS in proximity to be investigated.

OLD BUSINESS

Field Day at EOC with three stations.

July 16-Camp Yomechas Triathlon starts at 8:00am. Be at the camp at 7:00am for deployment as the road is closed at 7:30

NEW BUSINESS

Aug 3 –Preliminary Drill at EOC

Aug 19 –Graded Exercise 

5 needed for offsite deployment for both dates

Sept 24-Brockton Triathlon 

NEW MEMBER 

N1VTI- Paul was welcomed into the Club

Carl N1FY closed the meeting at 8:53PM

Respectfully Submitted,

Pete  N1NVV

Notes From The Field

Field Day was successful  and relatively comfortable compared to some past ones.

We were out of the rain, running three stations with lots of contacts, Don K1DC spent most of Saturday on CW , Steve N1FJU worked 6 meters, and Paul N1VTI  worked HF

with his pickup mounted vertical.  Later Roy KB1CYV was also on the air.  In the early part of the day Carl N1FY was kept busy issuing weather alerts for the torrential rain

which drenched Massachusetts. A number of folks stopped by to visit including ‘lil Phil who tried on earphones and got right into the thick of things.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NV V

Field Day Photos 

Courtesy  of Phil N1XTB
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“INTRUDERS" SPOTTED IN SEVERAL AMATEUR RADIO HF BANDS

An "intruder" signal spotted on 20 and 17 meters - possibly originating from

a Chinese HF broadcast station - has sparked a slew of reports and

complaints from around the globe. In addition, those who volunteer to

monitor the bands for out-of-place signals cite reports of so-called

"single-letter beacon" stations on 40 meters. As the League's liaison with

the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Region 2 Monitoring System

(IARUMS) <http://www.iaru.org/iarums/> - also known as "Intruder Watch" -

ARRL Field and Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Skolaut, K0BOG, is often the

first to hear about strange signals that suddenly pop up on the bands.

"It was still on 18.160 MHz as of July 4," Skolaut said, citing reports of a

"Chinese broadcaster" on 17 meters. "DARC Monitoring System Coordinator Uli

Bihlmayer, DJ9KR, reported hearing the broadcasts on 20 meters as recently

as July 2. He indicated the signal was showing up at various times on

14.230, 14.305 and 14.310 MHz." The signal has been heard on one band or the

other in the US from the Northeast to Hawaii, as well as in Canada, Sri

Lanka, the UK, Australia, Hong Kong and India.

Monitors in Connecticut and Pennsylvania reported a strong AM signal from

the apparent broadcaster on 18.160 MHz on July 2 at 1100 UTC and 1300 to

1400 UTC. The signal has been heard on 14.180 MHz as well. Several listeners

say their bearings put the source of the signal in central or southern

China. Chris Cummings, G4BOH, says he's been able to match the audio to

transmissions appearing on 15.495, 11.665 and 12.025 MHz. He filed a report

with Ofcom, the UK's telecoms regulatory agency. Bihlmayer filed complaints

with German telecoms authorities as well as with the Chinese Embassy in

Berlin.

Reports filed with DX Listening Digest

<http://www.worldofradio.com/index.html> suggested that the 14.180 and

18.160 MHz broadcasts are intended to jam the clandestine "Sound of Hope"

transmission from Taiwan. The July 2 DX Listening Digest reports put the

Chinese-language broadcasts appearing on 14.310 MHz - QRMing the Medical

Amateur Radio Council (MARCO) net on 14.308 MHz - as well as on 18.160 MHz.

Short wave listeners (SWLs) say the AM carrier occasionally drops at the top

of the hour for a monitoring check, only to reappear five minutes later.

Skolaut has shared reports and updates with the FCC, although the Commission

has no authority to make intruder stations outside the US stop transmitting

on Amateur Radio frequencies. Such situations typically are dealt with

through diplomatic channels.

For several years now, monitors around the world have reported the presence

of "single-letter markers" or "single-letter beacons" apparently emanating

from Russia. The so-called "C" beacon has again been reported active on

7.039. Those familiar with the beacons - believed to be Russian Navy channel

markers - say there has been a "beacon cluster" on and around 7.039 MHz in

the past. These stations identify with a single letter in conventional Morse

code.

IARU Region 2 Monitoring System Coordinator Bill Zellers, WA4FKI, compares

the Intruder Watch program to a Neighborhood Watch that communities set up

to reduce crime. He invites other radio amateurs or SWLs in IARU Region 2

(the Americas and some eastern Pacific Islands) to become part of the

Intruder Watch program. He explains that IARUMS volunteers listen on the

bands for intruders. IARU monitors have no legal authority but act only as

band monitors, he points out.

Monitors in other parts of the world have logged "drift net buoys" on 160

meters, international broadcasters on 80 and 40 meters, fishing trawlers and

pirates, paramilitary stations from India on 17 meters as well as something

called "the Havana Gurgle" - the third harmonic of a broadcast on 6.030 MHz.

"To survive, the Amateur Radio community needs clean frequencies that are

free of intruders," Zellers says. "Take a few minutes to join the Intruder

Watch program and help us take care of our Amateur Radio neighborhood."

Contact Zellers <wa4fki@nc.rr.com> for more information.

NEW TECHNICIAN CLASS STUDY MATERIALS AVAILABLE

A significantly revised and updated Technician class (Element 2) question

pool went into effect July 1 for all Technician class examinations offered

on or after that date. ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, says ARRL VEC

prepared for the changeover.

DX EVENTS

A new ARRL DXCC entity has come into being! As expected, the United

Nations admitted the Republic of Montenegro as its 192nd member June

28, and that action automatically makes the tiny Balkan nation the

336th current DXCC entity.

"According to the ARRL DXCC List criteria, entities on the UN list

of member-states qualify as political entities," said ARRL

Membership Services Manager Wayne Mills, N7NG. "Therefore, effective

June 28, 2006 (UTC), ARRL has added The Republic of Montenegro to

the DXCC List. Claims for DXCC credit will be accepted immediately."

Current Montenegrin radio amateurs reportedly may continue using

their YU/YT/YZ/4O/4N-prefix call signs until the International

Telecommunication Union designates a new call sign block for the new

country.

In anticipation of Montenegro's new nation status, the International

DX Festival Montenegro, with information on the web at,

http://www.yu6scg.cg.yu/international-dx-festival.html, has been set

for July 20 until August 12. That's when several international

operators will join forces with Montenegrin Amateur Radio operators

from at least three different stations using a common call sign in

an effort to meet the DX community's need to work the newest DXCC

Entity.  Festival organizers have set the ambitious goal of 200,000

contacts for the event, which will use all HF bands.

Montenegro declared its independence on June 3 following a national

referendum May 21

.

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by

N1RL, NC1L, QRZ DX, the OPDX Bulletin, DXNL, 425 DX News, The Daily

DX, Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM

web sites.  Thanks to all.

TIMOR-LESTE, 4W.  Michael, PA5M is QRV as 4W6AAB from Dili, and will

be here for about one month while working for the UN World Food

Programme.  Activity is on 40 to 10 meters using CW and SSB during

his free time.  QSL via PA7FM.

KENYA, 5Z.  Alex is QRV as 5Z4DZ and has been active on 20 meters

using RTTY around 1300 to 1500z.  QSL via PA1AW.

ZAMBIA, 9J.  Vlad, UA4WHX is QRV as 9J2VB.  Activity is on 80 to 10

meters using CW and SSB.  His length of stay is unknown.  QSL direct

to home call.

EAST MALAYSIA, 9M6.  Some members of the Borneo ARC will be QRV as

9M4SEB from Pulau Sebatik, new IOTA OC-295, from July 14 to 17.

Activity will be on 80 to 10 meters using CW and SSB.  QSL via

M5AAV.

QATAR, A7.  Bill, NM7H is QRV as A7/G0MKT until early September.

Activity is on 40, 30 and 20 meters, and possibly 15 and 10 meters,

using CW and PSK.  He may also be active as A72006 using PSK.  QSL

both calls via EA7FTR.

CHINA, BY.  Vange, BD7KLO will be QRV as BD7KLO/7 from Hainan

Island, IOTA AS-094, from July 15 to 20.  Activity will be on 40 to

10 meters using SSB and RTTY.  QSL direct to home call.

ANGOLA, D2.  Janne is QRV as D2DX and has been active on 20 meters

using SSB around 2000z.  QSL via OH2BAD.

CANARY ISLANDS, EA8.  Several members of Las Palmas Section of the

URE will be QRV as ED8URL from July 19 to 21 to commemorate the 44th

Anniversary of the URE Las Palmas Section.  Activity will be on all

bands and modes.  QSL via bureau.

IRELAND, EI.  Some members of the City of Belfast Radio Society will

be QRV as EJ3GKB/p and EJ3GJB/p from Great Blasket Island, IOTA

EU-007, from July 15 to 17.  Activity will be on 80 to 6 meters.

JAPAN, JA.  Special event station 8J3SEA will be QRV from July 15 to

September 15 for the 34th SEANET Convention in Osaka in September.

QSL via bureau.

PERU, OA.  Ulli, DL2AH is QRV as OA3/homecall from Caraz/Huaraz

until July 17, and then as OA2/homecall from Trujillo from July 19

to 21.  Activity is holiday style on 40 to 10 meters using SSB.  QSL

direct to home call.

DODECANESE, SV5.  Dov, 4Z4DX will be QRV as SV5/M0DOV and J45DOV

from Rhodes Island, IOTA EU-001, from July 15 to 20.  Activity will

be on all bands and modes.  QSL to home call.

PALAU, T8.  JM1LJS, JO2JDJ and JG3DOR are QRV as T80W, T88DJ and

T88OR, respectively, until July 18.  Activity is on 40 to 6 meters

using CW and SSB.  QSL to home calls.

MARSHALL ISLANDS, V7.  Bill, V73WJ is QRV from Majuro Island, IOTA

OC-029, for at least a year.  Activity is on 20, 17 and 15 meters,

depending on conditions.  QSL direct via G4OHX.

INDIA, VU.  Rene, DL2JRM is QRV as VU3RYO from New Delhi until July

24.  Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using CW.  QSL to home call.

VANUATU, YJ.  Tommy, YJ0IR has been active on 40 meters around 0800z.

QSL via W3HNK.

MONTENEGRO, YU.  YU6AM is generally QRV on 17 meters CW around

1300z.  Rajko, YU6DZ has been active on 20 meters around 0300z to

0500z.

TRISTAN DA CUNHA AND GOUGH ISLAND, ZD9.  Andy, ZD9BV has been active

on 20 meters around 1730z.  QSL direct.

OPERATION APPROVED FOR DXCC CREDIT.  The following operation is

approved for DXCC credit:  Montenegro, YU6AO, HF QSOs July 4, 2006

and later.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The CQ Worldwide VHF Contest, Thursday

NCCC Sprint CW Ladder, International DominoEx Prefix Contest, North

American RTTY QSO Party, RSGB Low Power CW Field Day, CQC Great

Colorado CW Gold Rush and the Run for the Bacon QRP CW Contest are

all scheduled for this weekend.  Please see July QST, page 92 and

the ARRL and WA7BNM contest websites for details.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  ***  dates  *** 2006 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*************************************************************************************************************

July 2006                                                    


Contact          Source

*************************************************************************************************************

22 July Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan Marty 603 755 2839 F 

12 Aug St Albans ME PARC @ Snowmobile club        

George WA1JMM 207 965 

19 Aug St Albans VT STARC 8AM @ ShoppingPlaza         
Arn N1ARN 802 285 6457 W+

20 Aug Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  

 Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

20 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @BoweFld @8AM S@6               
Al K1SAV 413 743 1619 W+

25-27 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv @HI             
 Mike K1TWF 978 250 1236 A

9 Sept BallstonSpa NY SCRACES fri6P $5+5/T+15cmp  Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385  

9 Sept Windsor ME AARA @FG Rt32 @8                   

Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075  +

16 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct 
Rick K1KYI 401 725 7507  

17 Sept Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

17 Sept Newtown CT CARC                             

James KD1YV 203 

1 Oct Queens NY HoSARC 47-01 111st $5@9 $10/sp@7:30       Steve 718 898 5599 F+

6,7 Oct Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           
Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492 W+

7 Oct Lake Placid NY NNYARA                       

Thomas WB2KLD 518 827 

8 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         
John N1GNV 203 440 4468 F+

14 Oct Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan  Marty 603 755 2839  

15 Oct Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776 

11 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $3@9 $9/S@7          
Ralph N1YHS 508 548 6405  

Items For Sale

Here's the list of items that Bob WA1AOH has for sale. 
 

MFJ Deluxe Versa Tuner II    MFJ-949D   
 Price $30.00
 

MIC/TNC Switch    MFJ-1272 BYV for K-VHF    
 Price $15.00
 

Bencher Low Pass Filter    YA-1    

 Price $5.00
 

Drake Low Pass Filter    TV-1000    

 Price $5.00
 

Various Connectors    



 Price $0.50 each

2-meter Alinco DJ-280 HT              

 Price $50.00

2-meter Radio Shack HTX-202 HT   

 Price $50.00

220 Icom IC-2AT HT                           

 Price $50.00
Anyone interested can contact me, Roy, at kb1cyv@gis.net
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY 

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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