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From The Desktop of the President
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[Our honorable President is donating his time (and more importantly, his cooking skills) to the Boy Scouts of America this summer.  The President's Corner will return in the fall, when Joe returns from camp.  We just wanted to acknowledge his column here and thank Joe for volunteering to a good cause.]

Secretary’s Report
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President Joe W1JOE opened the meeting at 20:00.

Directors present: Joe W1JOE, Gil W1GMF, John N1PRK and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Read and accepted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as written in the newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

The new Selway 2-meter antenna has been ordered and is scheduled to ship on July 6.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

Received 1 QSL card from previous field day.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

There have been two Skywarn activations this season.  Several drills have been attended at the Bridgewater EOC.

OLD BUSINESS:

Carl N1FY reported the Middleboro YMCA appreciated our coverage of the 5K-road race.

NEW BUSINESS: 

NEW MEMBER: The club would like to welcome Ken Wayne whose membership application was accepted by the group.

MARSHFIELD FAIR SPECIAL EVENT: Bob Burns K1RB will be coordinating this event in August and welcomes operators to participate.  Contact Bob at K1RB@arrl.net for details.

CLUB ACTIVITY:

Dennis Foley N1KXD gave an informative demonstration on various tubes from his collection.

SECRETARYS NOTE.

MARA wishes Bruce K1HTN and his wife, Barbara all the best on their relocation to New Hampshire. Bruce has been very active with the U.S.S. Salem radio club’s activities with the Boy Scouts.

Meeting closed at 21:15.

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

New Call
[Editors Note – Allan asked us to pass along his new callsign and his email address change.  Congratulations on the new call, Alan].

Good day.  A notice to you that effective today (28Jun2002), my call sign is K1VQ, Kilo One Victor Quebec.  

One of my e-mail addresses, the one at ARRL, will soon change, and K2VQH@arrl.net will no longer be valid.  At that point, my email addresses will be: AMCoxJr@naisp.net and K1VQ@arrl.net 

Please modify your address books appropriately.  See you down the log.

73 de K1VQ

AMSAT-OSCAR 7 returns to life

ARLS006

The AMSAT-OSCAR 7 satellite suddenly has come back to life after being dormant for more than 20 years.  First heard June 21 by Pat Gowan, G3IOR, AO-7 subsequently has been monitored and used by several other amateurs.  AO-7 was launched November 15, 1974.  It remained operational for more than six years before succumbing to battery failure in 1981.

''I'm blown away,'' was the reaction of AO-7 Project Manager Jan King, W3GEY.  ''So, this old war horse of a spacecraft seems to have come back from the dead if only for a few moments.''

Exclaimed satellite enthusiast and AMSAT Vice President for User Services Bruce Paige, KK5DO, ''This is really awesome.''  Paige said the latest turn of events makes AO-7 the oldest amateur satellite that's still working.  AMSAT-NA has now listed AO-7 as ''semi-operational.''

AMSAT says it seems certain the satellite is running only off its solar panels, not from the onboard batteries, so it will be operational only while it's in sunlight.  King speculates that the batteries, which shorted as they failed two decades ago, now are ''un-shorting'' and causing the satellite to come back to life.

For those attempting to use AO-7, Mode A (2 meters up/10 meters down) is not a problem, but Mode B (70 cm up/2 meters down) is.  Because of changes in the international Radio Regulations that went into effect in the 1970s as AO-7 was under construction, the 432.1 MHz uplink frequency is no longer authorized for space communications.

AMSAT advises potential users that when uplinking to a satellite, they are operating in the Amateur-Satellite Service.  AMSAT says uplinking to AO-7 ''is possibly illegal since the Amateur Satellite Service is not permitted at 432.1 MHz.''  The current band plan earmarks the 432.1 MHz range for weak signal work. Section 97.207(c) of the FCC's rules authorizes space station operation only in the 435-438 MHz segment.

Built by a multinational team under the direction of AMSAT-NA, AO-7 carries Mode A (145.850-950 MHz uplink; 29.400-500 MHz downlink) and Mode B (432.180-120 MHz uplink; 145.920-980 MHz downlink) linear transponders plus beacons on 29.500 and 145.700 MHz. A 2304.1 MHz beacon was never turned on because of international treaty constraints.

AMSAT has additional information on AO-7 on its Web site, http://www.amsat.org.

Middleboro YMCA 5K Run/Walk
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The 9 area HAMs who volunteered to support the Middleboro YMCA 5K Run/Walk are shown in the photo gathered around Carl Aveni N1FY who is sitting at the 2 Meter Base Station. Standing L. to R. are Bob Loring K1REL, Roy Logan KB1CYV, Ed Meehan N1NTZ, Bruce Hayden NI1X, Joe Serrilla W1JOE, Walt Fitzgerald N1LHD, and Barbara Rice K1MHR. Also participating but not shown was Gil Follett W1GMF. The 2-meter base station was battery operated and included a copper cactus 2-meter J-Pole antenna mounted a good 10 feet off the ground. As you can see some of the crew are shown wearing the reflective vests that have proven very effective for safety and identification at busy intersections.  

The 5K (3.1 mile) Race/Walk started at Camp Yomechas in Middleboro and the volunteer amateur radio operators were stationed along the race course at busy intersections on Rt 28, Rocky Gutter Road and at the halfway turnaround  point and Water Station on Purchase Street.

The crew was thanked for there support of this annual event that benefits the youth and family programs at the YMCA and were treated to Special Event Tee shirts, volunteer YMCA pins and a cookout complete with hotdogs and hamburgers. The weather was beautiful this year and fun was had by all. 

Marshfield  Fair  2002  Amateur  Radio  Exhibits  &  Display

[Thanks to the WARC Newsletter for providing the following article.  Head out to the Marshfield Fair for a good time and for some ham radio operations]
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COORDINATION: Bob Burns K1RB is coordinating an Amateur Radio Exhibit and Display at the 135TH Annual Marshfield Fair.  He has secured a Club Call sign for the Marshfield Fair Radio Club NN1MF.  The dates are Friday August 16th through Sunday August 25th. 

LOCATION & TIMES: The Amateur Radio Exhibit location will be in a tent shared with the National Weather Service from Taunton, MEMA, FEMA, & National Flood Insurance. Operators and exhibit personnel are required Friday, Saturday & Sunday both weekends. Friday 11:30 AM – 10 PM; Saturday & Sunday 9:30 AM – 10 PM. In addition Monday through Thursday (August 19-22) 11:30 AM – 10 PM (any period with a minimum of three hours coverage).

SECURITY AND PASSES: Those Amateur operators at the exhibit on a regular basis will be provided photo Ids. Others will be given passes for days they man the booth. Parking will be available at the fair “employee parking lot. All area HAMS are invited to participate. For details Contact Bob at K1RB@ARRL.NET
Bob Burns K1RB has obtained a special event call sign, NN1MF, for the Marshfield Fair and will be coordinating an amateur radio exhibit at the fair. Operators are encouraged to participate.  To volunteer or for more information, Bob K1RB can be contacted by e-mail at k1rb@arrl.net.

You can also sign-up with Jim Gilbert, W5IRW.  You can also coordinate with Roy Logan, KB1CYV, who passed this information along to us.

Cape Cod Times News Article
From July 5, 2002

Contributed by Bob Doherty, K1VV

Before cell phones, there was Marconi

WELLFLEET – The Cape Cod National Seashore kicks off the centennial commemoration of the first public trans-Atlantic wireless communication with a slide show and talk on Tuesday, July 9 at 7 p.m. at the Salt Pond Visitor Center on Route 6 in Eastham. 

Seashore education coordinator Barbara Dougan will present the program, which details the sequence of events of January 18, 1903, when Italian scientist Guglielmo Marconi transmitted a message from South Wellfleet to England.  The program is free. 

Several other events are underway to commemorate Marconi's achievement.  A free anniversary publication is now available at Seashore visitor centers.  Seashore volunteer staff are providing informal talks at the former station site in Wellfleet this summer, and a major project to rehabilitate visitor facilities at the site is being sponsored by the Friends of the Cape Cod National Seashore.

The celebration will culminate in a week-long series of events in January 2003. The Marconi Radio Club, in partnership with the National Park Service, will hold programs about wireless communication beginning Jan. 11, 2003.  A number of amateur radio operators will be on hand at the former Coast Guard station at Coast Guard Beach in Eastham to demonstrate the use of wireless equipment and to communicate with operators and dignitaries around the world. 

To highlight the centennial, the South Wellfleet post office will offer a special cancellation at Cape Cod National Seashore headquarters on January 18.

6th Annual Worldwide Museum Ships Weekend

is being sponsored by the "USS Salem Radio Club" during July 20-21st, 2002. It begins at 0000z and runs for a full 48 hour period.  They are expecting participation by more than 70 Museum Ships from throughout the World.  Each participating ship will issue their own QSL cards.  A certificate will be available from the "USS Salem Radio Club" for working 10 or more ships during the weekend event.

The certificate is available by sending a 9 X 12 SASE along with log information of ships worked to KC1XI: George Clisham, 126 Billings St, North Quincy, MA 02171 (gclisham@attbi.com ). Suggested operating frequencies are:

SSB - 3860, 7260, 14260, 18160, 21360, 24960, 28360 and 50160 

CW - 3539, 7039, 10109, 14039, 18099, 21039, 24899 and 28039 kHz.  

QSL for K1USN contacts: Send Business Size SASE to K1RV - Harold Pugh, 78 Temple St., Abington, MA 02351, k1rv@arrl.net DX stations via bureau. For additional information and complete list of participating ships check their web page at http://www.qsl.net/k1usn.  Also, many ships plan to activate some of their original equipment during this event! Check their web site for particulars. The "USS

Salem Radio Club" is continually looking to get more Museum Ships on the air. If any Clubs or individuals wish to activate

additional vessels please contact W1QWT, Bob Callahan, 56 Acorn St. Scituate, MA 02066 or via E-mail at w1qwt@arrl.net
QSL for K1USN contacts: Send Business Size SASE to K1RV - Harold Pugh, 78 Temple St., Abington, MA 02351.  k1rv@arrl.net DX stations via bureau. For additional information and complete list of participating ships check their web page at: http://www.qsl.net/k1usn
W2SUB Callsign Available
If you would like to operate on Worldside Museum Ships Weekend, the callsign W2SUB, for the USS Lionfish (SS-298) is available.  The USS Lionfish is part of the ships museum at Battleship Cove in Fall River.  You don’t have to operate from the sub itself – you can operate from your QTH.

If you would like to use W2SUB, contact Bob, N1EDM – Bob is the callsign administrator for W2SUB.  You can reach Bob via the repeater, via phone at 508-583-3639, or via email at n1edm@arrl.net.
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