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Hello Everyone.

Here we are into the month of July already and the weather has been kind of tough but in our area we were spared pretty much.  I really think that the average for a summer has been super.

If you didn't get out and see some of the July 4th festivities you really missed some spectacular fireworks.  Brockton Fair has been excellent every night and Abington Fireworks were the best in 25 years.  This year was their 25 anniversary for The Night Before The Fourth festivities sponsored by the public.  How about the show in Boston?  WOW!  They outdid themselves again.

How about Ham activities?  I think we are so luck here on the South Shore.  We have two excellent clubs that offer many activities to participate in. SKYWARN, ARES, RACES, NTS, PACKET, HF and VHF Contesting, model aircraft and just talking to some good friends, just to name a few.  There are so many facets of the hobby now it is hard to just sit back and not find something interesting to do.

Hope to see you all at the next meeting.

Happy Hammin' ‘til then,

Gil W1GMF

A MARA Minute

June 19 2001

MEETING OPENED: 2000

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

W1GMF, N1PRK, W1Joe 

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury report read.  

Motion: accept as read seconded/approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Joe W1Joe

Secretary report printed in news letter/web page.  Motion to accept as printed; seconded/approved

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

We are having a small problem with the auto patch so please dial your number and make sure it works.  We need a back up power supply for the .180 repeater.  The one we have now is on the 440 repeater.  Also we don’t want to have to run the power amp on backup power; we would only get 1 or 2 hours operating time, at best.  

W1GMF on the 440 repeaters: The repeater is working well thanks to Lou over in Walpole.  Lou has been a good friend to the club.

SKYWARN/ARES REPORT: Carl N1FYZ

Carl touched on many subjects.  The last storm touched off a tornado in Princeton so we need to stay on top on the weather when it turns bad.  A big thanks to the club for clearing the .180 freq. during Skywarn activation.

Emergency Communications; the Bridgewater State College had what appeared to be an explosive device at one of its dorms last week.  A sample was sent to the state bomb lab for analysis.  We were almost called in because the night before, the police and fire repeaters were down and they were operating on their backups systems.  The club with the Bridgewater EOC has developed an emergency response team that is ready to be called out but we could call other club members as needs change.

BACKUP REPEATERS. 

Because of the bomb scare at the college, it is important to move the backup repeater to another location. The backup 440 is at the VA Hospital, and that would be a good site.  Carl brought a video on the last EOC drill taken by cable TV.

Field day is here, June 23 at the YMCA in East Bridgewater.  Setup time is 8:30AM.  Please come help and have fun.

FOXHUNTING REPORT: Roy KB1CYV 

We had a great hunt last week and a big turn out.  KB1CYV, KC1FZ, and W1JOE (the fox) was in the compost dump in Avon and he held us at bay for two hours.  “This hunter had to be talked in “.

NEW BUSINESS: 

The Field Day crew has asked for $150.00 to feed the crew that weekend and it was approved.  

The hot dog stand made $61.00 for the club at the Whitman flea market.  Weather was not with us this year.

The YMCA is having a Triathalon on July 22 and asked for help.

NEW MEMBER: 

N1LKJ has joined the Mara club, Welcome aboard Jim.

Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted,

W1JOE, Secretary

Condolences

We learned today that the father of Bruce Beaman (K1HTN) has passed away.  At the time of this writing, we do not have details.

On behalf of MARA, we wish to send our condolences to Bruce and his family.  Many of our club members have lost parents, and we all realize the difficulty that Bruce is facing.

Our hearts and prayers go out to Bruce and his family.

Field Day Report

Field Day was like every other Field Day – weather showed promise, and so did we.  The club seemed to set up in record time this year.  Carl, N1FY, was there at the opening gun of 8:30AM only to have some club members already there starting to set up the cook tent, and all.  

The rain made its usual appearance, but in most unusual ways.  There were reports of moderate to heavy rain all around the Field Day site, but we never got more than a sprinkle in our area.  For once, we got lucky with the rain.

Barbara, K1MRH, and Joe, W1Joe did the cooking honors.  We were all pretty well fed.  Feeding a Field Day crew is always a tall order, and we want to give Special Thanks to Barbara and Joe for volunteering to feed us.

Myron, N1XJK, and sons Matt and Tim came by for setup, then on Sunday came back to work some 20M Phone.  In between, the boys sandwiched a Little League Championship game which they won.  And, Myron was approached about being the All Star Team coach.  All in all, a successful weekend for the Winders side of the club.

Don, N1DT, started on 40CW and didn’t let up for most of Field Day.  Take a look at the number of QSO’s on that band.  Most of that was Don’s handiwork.

Pete and Frank did a lot of observing, but we finally got Pete on 20 Phone, and Frank on 15SSB.  In fact, a lot of people filtered out of 15SSB, and we didn’t catch them all.  We apologize for anyone that we missed.  Walt, N1LHD, and Jay, N1FDX did photography.  Bob, K1REL, did the kibitzing…

Field Day never goes by without honorary Field Day Chairman Gary DeCoster, WA1CIM, showing up to make sure that everything is to our satisfaction.  Gary has seen to it for the past several years that the site is reserved for us for Field Day.  Thanks Gary!

Gene and Samantha Harriman showed up to see what was cooking, along with Mark, KC1ML.  Mark stayed around as long as he could and only reluctantly had to leave when his back started giving him spasms.

Jay’s new 15-6M antenna system worked wonders.  Notice the number of QSO’s on 15 and 6M.  This is the work that N1FDX’s station did on Saturday, before having to break down at 11:00PM.  That’s not a bad score for 9 hours of work, especially when a supper break was thrown in there.  Barry, N1EZH, and wife Diane (N1JCK) manned (person’d ?) the 15M station for a while.  Having Diane call CQ was worth an additional 20db on the bands…

John, N1PRK, started out pretty well on 10M until some QRM interrupted his progress.  By the time the QRM left, 10 was flat.  Next year, John gets a more serious band.

With Carl and Bob retiring from Field Day duties, they feel that they’ve left things in good, capable hands for 2002.  

Here’s the 2001 Field Day tally:

Band
CW QSO’s
SSB QSO’s

40M:
333
18

20M:
 32
201

15M:
0
150

10M:
0
26

  6M:
0
8

There were a total of 365 CW QSO’s and 398 SSB QSO’s (when dupes were eliminated).  When factoring in our bonus points, we are claiming a total of 3,156 points.  The results will be in the November or December issue of QST.

By Sunday morning, 10M had dried up, and the 15M station had been pulled down – it was only able to stay up for Saturday anyway – we knew that in advance.  So, we were down to 2 transmitters in a 4A Class.  Not too efficient.

Somewhere around 8:30AM, the 40M station inadvertently went key down.  Whether it was RF in the keying line, or what, we still haven’t determined.  In any event, the power supply died a quick and painful death.  A change of fuse, and it did the same thing.  You could hear the generator groan when the On-Off switch was depressed.  With nothing else to work off of, the 40M station was off line now.  We were down to one station….

We decided to see if we could top 200 QSO’s on 20, and we did with Myron’s help.  Carl pulled his usual all-nighter, but by 9:00AM or so, the fatigue was beginning to set in.  Shortly after Myron capped the 200-level, it was decided to pull the plug and call it a Field Day.

All in all, we had a good time.  The gremlins came by to visit, as usual, but it seemed that we had more, and newer participation than we had had in recent years.  It looks like a nice trend.

Can’t wait for FD2002!

New Call
An email message from Don Tanguay says that he’s got a new callsign – N1DT.  Don’s email address will remain the same.  FB, Don!

W1AW seeks 80-meter bulletin reports

ARLB025 

A change has been made to the 80-meter bulletin antenna system.  W1AW is requesting that amateurs who listen to the 80-meter transmissions send in signal reports.  Please note QTH, time of reception, mode, signal strength and quality.  Use of the standard RST system is acceptable.  Mail your report on a postcard to W1AW 80-meter reports, 225 Main Street, Newington, Connecticut, 06111.  Email reports may be sent to w1aw@arrl.org.  The complete W1AW Operating Schedule appears in July QST, page 105, or on the web at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html.

''Mister Guitar,'' Chet Atkins, W4CGP, SK

ARLX008

Guitar picker, music legend and Amateur Radio operator Chester B. ''Chet'' Atkins, W4CGP, of Nashville, Tennessee, died of complications from cancer on June 30.  He was 77.

Known as ''Mister Guitar,'' Atkins hailed from East Tennessee and began his musical career playing fiddle, but later earned his reputation as a guitarist.  He went on to become the most-recorded solo instrumental musician in history.

Formerly WA4CZD, Atkins, a General licensee, obtained the vanity call sign W4CGP in 1998--the suffix standing for ''certified guitar picker.''  He was an ARRL member.  He won 14 Grammy awards during his career and was elevated to the Country Music Hall of Fame in 1973.  He was presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award in 1993 by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences, in part to recognize his guitar-picking technique as well as his wide influence on music.  He had more than 100 albums to his credit.

In addition to his own success as a performer, Atkins helped launch the careers of other notable performers. He is given primary credit for developing the uptown Nashville Sound that helped country music to compete with pop music.

In his later years of performing, he sometimes paired up with musicians from the pop and jazz worlds and was a frequent guest on the radio program ''A Prairie Home Companion.''

A funeral service for Chet Atkins will be held July 3 in Nashville's Ryman Auditorium, which formerly served as the home of The Grand Ole Opry where Atkins performed for many years.

More information on Chet Atkins can be found on the Chet Atkins, Mister Guitar Web site http://www.misterguitar.com/index.html .

Amateur LF signal spans the Pacific

ARLB026 

A signal transmitted on 184 kHz from ZL6QH--the Wellington, New Zealand, Amateur Radio Club's Quartz Hill station--has spanned the Pacific. The transmission, part of a series of announced transpacific tests, was received on June 30 by Steve McDonald, VE7SL, of British Columbia, Canada.

''A claim is made for the confirmed reception of ZL6QH by VE7SL, on 184.4 kHz, over a path of 11,709 km,'' said Bob Vernall ZL2CA, who organized the transpacific tests. ''This is a one-way confirmation, as VE7SL does not have transmitting capability.'' Vernall said that on June 30, seven New Zealand stations--including ZL6QH--and one Australian transmitted test signals in the 160-190 kHz band for the transpacific tests. Amateurs in New Zealand have access to that band.

McDonald used Argo software to capture the ZL6QH signal and very likely that of ZL4OL, although no claim was being made for the latter. The reception occurred right around the time of sunrise in British Columbia.

ZL6QH was transmitting dual-frequency CW with two-minute elements, one frequency representing dits, the other dahs. The ZL6QH station was running approximately 100 W into a longwire antenna.

Amateurs spanned the Atlantic in both directions earlier this year on 136 kHz. Efforts to make it across the Pacific have been under way during the winter season in the Southern Hemisphere.

The ARRL has petitioned the FCC to authorize Amateur Radio allocations at 136 kHz and in the 160-190 kHz band. The petition is pending.

Go Fly A Kite

Don Tanguay, N1DT, ex-NN1D tells us that the Marconi Radio club tested a replica kite antenna, similar to the one used by Marconi at Glace Bay Nova Scotia in 1902.  The first test was done at the R/C flying field at the Bridgewater State Prison.  

After a few bugs were ironed out, the kite system was tested and demonstrated for the Rangers at Marconi Park in Wellfleet.  The antenna was tied into a radio. DX QSO’s were made on 80M (we’re not sure if 160M was tried).  Good luck to MRC in their efforts.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Joe Serrilla, W1JOE

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FYZ
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  WA1GDJ-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every Tuesday evening (except for the monthly meeting night) at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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