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There was no December meeting as there was an insufficient number

of members present to reach a quorum.

Notes From The Field:

The next meeting  of MARA will be held on January 17th 8:00 P.M. at the Bridgewater EOC
Christmas Party
A great time was had at the Christmas party  which was held on January 10, 2006 at the Fireside 

in Middleboro. Here are a few photos. 
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Excerpt from the Mike Neilson’s ARRL E. Mass Newsletter of Dec 23 2005 …..

I am happy to announce the appointment of our former SM, Phil, K9HI, to

the role of ACC.  Phil has already been serving us faithfully as our

webmaster, and important advisor to me in the newly created post of

Past SM.  I have every confidence that Phil will help revive our CEMARC

organization, and enhance our club outreach activities.  I also have

appointed a second ASM, Carl N1FY, as our new Chief of Staff.  This was

done after Mark, KB1EKN, volunteered to take on public safety outreach

on a full time basis.  That move has already paid dividends with our

response to the recent crisis with the Governor's Office.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter.  
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NV V

FCC INVITES COMMENTS ON LEAGUE'S "REGULATION BY BANDWIDTH" PETITION

Comments are due by Monday, February 6, on the ARRL's Petition for Rule Making that asks the FCC to regulate the amateur bands by necessary bandwidth rather than by mode. The petition, designated as RM-11306,recommends what the ARRL calls "a shift in regulatory philosophy" to encourage and enabled development and refinement of digital techniques and advanced technologies.

"This petition seeks for the Amateur Radio Service the flexibility to experiment with new digital transmission methods and types to be developed in the future while permitting present operating modes to continue to be  used for as long as there are radio amateurs who wish to use them," the

League said in its petition, filed November 14. The ARRL says the changes it suggests also will update the FCC's rules and eliminate the need for "cumbersome procedures" to determine whether a new digital mode is legal  under Part 97.

The next step in this proceeding would be either a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) or a dismissal of the League's petition. An NPRM would kick off a further round of formal comments. For the rules to take effect, the FCC would have to issue a Report and Order putting the changes into place

and setting an effective date.

The ARRL is asking the FCC to replace the table at §97.305(c) with a new one that segments bands by necessary bandwidths ranging from 200 Hz to 100 kHz. Unaffected by the ARRL's recommendations, if they're adopted, would be 160 and 60 meters. Other bands below 29 MHz would be segmented into sub-bands allowing maximum emission bandwidths of 200 or 500 Hz or 3.5 kHz, with an exception for AM phone.

* 200 Hz would permit CW "at all speeds that human operators can decode" as well as PSK31.

* 500-Hz bandwidth would accommodate RTTY and data modes and possibly some new image modes.

* 2.8 kHz would remain the bandwidth for 60-meter operation on USB.

* 3.5 kHz would accommodate SSB and digital telephony, image, high-speed data and multimedia.

* 9 kHz is the ARRL's recommendation for double-sideband AM.

* 16 kHz is "a reasonable compromise bandwidth" to continue to permit analog FM voice, data, digital voice and multimedia at 29.0 to 29.7 MHz.

* 100 kHz, now permitted for RTTY and data in bands above 420 MHz, should be allowed starting at 50 MHz, with the exception of 50.0-50.3 MHz and 144.0-144.3 MHz to allow digital multimedia and high-speed meteor scatter work.

The ARRL says the Part 97 changes it's proposing constitute a balance "between the need to encourage wider bandwidth, faster digital communications and the need to reasonably accommodate all users in crowded bands." Conceding that its regulation-by-bandwidth regime would place increased responsibility on the amateur community to establish workable, accepted band plans, the League has expressed confidence that such an effort would be successful.

ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, has discussed the subject of regulating by bandwidth in three "It Seems to Us . . ." QST editorials: "Regulation by Bandwidth" in September 2004, "Narrowing the Bandwidth Issues" in April 2005 and "Self Regulation" in October 2005.

"This petition does not favor one mode at the expense of another," the ARRL concluded in urging FCC adoption. "It merely allows expansion of the  repertoire of options that amateurs may pursue compatibly."

A copy of the ARRL petition is on the ARRL Web site

<http://www.arrl.org/announce/regulatory/bandwidth/Bandwidth-Minute-64-Petition-FINAL.pdf>

Comment via the FCC's Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS) <http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/ecfs/>. Under "ECFS Main Links" on the right-hand side of the screen, click on "Submit a Filing" to file comments. To view others' comments, click on "Search for Filed Comments." In either case, type

"RM-11306" in the "Proceeding" field using capital letters and including the hyphen (but not the quotation marks).

FCC ZIPS THROUGH VANITY APPLICATION BACKLOG

Once the FCC resumed processing Amateur Radio vanity call sign applications earlier this month, its Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) blazed through the backlog.

A total of 990 vanity applications piled up in the queue after the FCC suspended vanity processing September 23. The WTB dispatched them in fairly short order. An initial batch of 121 grants Friday, January 6, was followed by 195 more the next day. Apparently confident by then that the system was

working okay, the FCC let loose the remaining 674 vanity grants Tuesday, January 10.

During the vanity hiatus, applications appeared with a "Y--application has problems" flag in the Universal Licensing System (ULS) <http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/>, prompting some concern on the part of those

who checked their applications' status. The WTB reportedly applied the "Y" status to prevent the system from running the entire backlog at once.

The WTB halted vanity processing last fall after realizing that filing deadline extensions for licensees in certain states affected by hurricanes Katrina and Rita applied to Amateur Radio's two-year "grace period" and could impact the vanity system.

FCC spokesman Tracy Simmons told ARRL this week that the WTB now is processing current vanity call sign receipts. It typically takes approximately three weeks from the time a vanity application is submitted

until a call sign is issued. The current vanity call sign fee is $21.90 for the ten-year license term.--some information from Fred Maia, W5YI

 
DX Events

NEPAL, 9N.  Pop, YU7EF is QRV as 9N7JO and has been active on 80 meters using CW around 1700z.  He has also been active on 40 meters around 1440 to 1600z.  QSL to home call.

OMAN, A4.  Chris, A45XR has been active on 160 meters around 0230z. QSL to home call.

ANGOLA, D2.  Janna is QRV as D2DX.  She has been active on 20 meters around 1800 to 2000z and 30 meters as well.  QSL via OH2BAD.

CHILE, CE.  Marco, CE6TBN will be QRV as CE6TBN/7 from Las Huichas Island, IOTA SA-046, on January 14 and 15.  Activity will be on 40 and 20 meters using CW and SSB.  QSL to home call.

NEW CALEDONIA, FK.  Tibo, FK8HW has been QRV on 20 meters using SSB around 0700 to 1200z.  QSL via VK4FW.

JERSEY, GJ.  Bert, PA3GIO is QRV as MJ/PA3GIO/p until January 15. Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using SSB.  QSL via operator's instructions.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HI.  Tibor, HA7TM will be QRV as HA7TM/HI9 from Las Terrenas, Samana, from January 18 to February 2.  Activity will be on the HF bands, and possibly 160 meters.  QSL via operator's instructions.

SAUDI ARABIA, HZ.  Manfred is QRV as HZ1IK and has been active on 40 meters using SSB around 0055z.  QSL via DK7YY.

ANTARCTICA.  Station LU1ZB will soon be QRV from Melchior Base in the Melchior Islands, IOTA AN-012.  QSL via LU4DXU.

SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS.  Look for LU1ZC to be QRV from Deception Base on 20 meters.  QSL via LU4DXU.

ARUBA, P4.  Bob, W3BTX and Roy, W3TEF are QRV as P40/homecalls until January 18.  Activity is on all bands, but mainly on 30 and 6 meters.  QSL to home calls.

SEYCHELLES, S7.  Team members DL2NUD, DL9GRE and DM1CG are QRV as S79HP, S79GRE and S79CG, respectively, during what may be the first-ever S7 Worldwide EME DXpedition.  In addition to being active on 40 to 6 meters, they are also QRV with EME and JT65 CW on 2 meters.  QSL via operators' instructions.

SUDAN, ST.  Barney, K3LA will be QRV as ST2LA from Khartoum.  He will be active from various locations as time permits.  QSL to home call.

WESTERN KIRIBATI, T30.  Udo, DL9HCU is QRV as T30HC and has been active on 20 meters SSB around 0450z.  He also operates CW QRP on 20 meters around 0530z.  QSL to home call.

PALAU, T8.  Operators JA6EGL, JH6WDG and JA6CM are QRV as T88SM, T88AQ and T88CM, respectively, until January 17.  Activity is on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL to home calls.

SOMALIA, T5.  Look for a group of Italian operators to be QRV as 6O0N from January 19 to February 2.  Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL via I2YSB.

ASIATIC RUSSIA, UA0.  Ilya, UA0FBS is QRV from Sakhalin Island, IOTA AS-018, until January 31.  He is normally active on 20 meters SSB from 0500 to 0700z.  QSL direct to home call.

BELIZE, V3.  Art, NN7A is QRV as V31JZ/p from South Water Caye, IOTA NA-180, until January 15.  Activity is on 40 to 10 meters, including the newer bands near the IOTA frequencies.  QSL to home call.

OPERATIONS APPROVED FOR DXCC.  The following operations are approved for DXCC credit: Angola, D2DX, current operation as of December 15, 2004; Wake Island, KH9/W0CN, from September 17 to 28, 2005.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The North American CW QSO Party, Hunting Lions in the Air Contest, 070 Club PSKFest, MI QRP January CW Contest, Midwinter CW/SSB Contest, NRAU-Baltic CW/SSB Contest, HA DX CW Contest and the Run for the Bacon QRP CW Contest are all scheduled for this weekend.  Please see January QST, page 101 and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest websites for details.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  Dates 2006 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*************************************************************************************************************

January  2006                                                    



Contact          Source

*************************************************************************************************************

21 Jan Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan   
Marty 603 755 2839  

12 Feb Westford MA Radio 37 Antique @Regency                

ARC 866 371 0512  +

18 Feb Marlborough MA AARC @Interm Sch $20/T@7 $5@9     

Ann KA1PON 508 481 4988

25 Feb Milton VT RANV @HS $5@8AM $10@6:30              

Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 T

26 Feb Hicksville NY LIMARC @Levvit Hall $6@9 $20/S@8  

Rick K2RB 516 526 6975 W+

 4 Mar Montreal PQ UMdeSM @Ctr Roussin $5@9 $10/t@7        

Pierre 514 521 7765 R+

18 Mar Pomfret CT ECARA @CommSch Rt101+169 $2@8 $10/

Paul KE1LI 860 928 2456 

19 Mar Henniker NH CVRC @ Comm School                  

Jim NS1E 603 428 47436 A+

25 Mar Lewiston ME AARC @Ramada $8/T $5@8            

 Rick N1WFO 207 740 1266 

25 Mar Rochester NH GBRA @Comm Ctr @9 $10/T@8       

 Karen KB1KBE 

26 Mar Framingham MA FARA @Walsh Sch $5@9 $20/T@7:30 

Kevin W1MEX 508 653 2863 

 8 Apr Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Club $10@7 $3@9     

Gayle KB1LHA 

15 Apr S.Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion                  


 Roger N1XP 207 671 0671

16 Apr Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   


Nick 617 253 3776   


Third Sunday April thru October                               

22 Apr Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan  
Marty 603 755 2839  

22 Apr Montreal PQ MARC @LaSalle RCL $4@9 $8/T@8          

James 514 697 7205 R+

23 Apr Southington CT SARA @HS $5@9 $10@8:30 $20/T@6:30     
Chet 860 628 9346 F+

5,6 May Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89            

Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492 T

13 May Halifax NS HARC @Forum Annex B@9 S@6:30     

Murray VE1MMD R+

21 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   


Nick 617 253 3776   

2-4 Jun Rochester NY RARA @FG                      


Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 

10-11 Jun Newington CT NARL @HS  $20/T@5 $8@8:45     

Dan K3UFG 860 206 3379 

18 Jun Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   


Nick 617 253 3776  

22 Jun Nashua NH NE Antique RC $15/T@7 $5@8 $2@9 @StStan  
Marty 603 755 2839  

 8 Jul Union ME PBARC                              



Scott KB1DSW 

16 Jul Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                  


 Nick 617 253 3776  
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY 

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/    
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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