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                                                                     HAPPY NEW YEAR  

HELLO brother and sister members, WOW! It’s a new year.  Can you feel the anticipation that 2003 is going to offer us.  This month’s meeting is the famous MARA auction.  I hope to see you there.  This is the time of year that MARA starts collecting the dues for the club.  We would like to have them all in by March.  Well that’s enough for now.

73 from the President

W1JOE

Secretary’s Report

President Joe W1JOE opened the meeting at 20:00.

Directors present: Joe W1JOE, Gil W1GMF, John N1PRK and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Read and accepted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as published in the newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

The amplifier has been repaired.  Antenna work dependant on weather.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

NWS has included a “Hazardous Warning Outlook” to their web site which is available every morning.

OLD BUSINESS:

The club Christmas party held at the Fireside Grill was enjoyed by all.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Upcoming events include the Marlboro flea market on February 18 and the long awaited Marconi special event to be held January 11-18.

NEW MEMBERS:

MARA welcomes KB1IUB William O’Hara III, a new member, and N1JFU Stephen Meuse, a reinstated former member to the roster.  

Meeting closed at 20:30.

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

440 Repeater on the Internet

[contributed by Dave Bourque, WB1FLD]

A close friend of mine, Brad WA8WDQ, and I have now put my 440 repeater on the Internet.  It is node 7220 of the IRLP network of radios.  You can learn about IRLP at www.irlp.net.  As a reminder my 440 repeater is on 441.550 PL 127.3 located very close to downtown Derry.  Mobile coverage to the south extends down route 93 to roughly the 128 interchange and north to Concord NH.  Coverage to the east is difficult (big hill in the way) and coverage extends west beyond Nashua.  Feel free to drop by the repeater any time!

73, WB1FLD, Dave

Marconi 100th Event is a Major Hit

Where do we start?  As you are reading this, the dust, the dits, and the dah’s are all beginning to settle down in a gentle pile all around the old Coast Guard Station in Eastham, on Cape Cod.  Several MARA members were on hand to operate, and most stayed overnight.  The “Extra Effort” medal has to be given to MARA members N1FY and K1DC.  Carl, N1FY, was there at the beginning and stayed through till the last day, working his usual ‘standard’ 18-20 hour days, with only a few hours of sleep in between shifts..  There were too many other MARA-ites showing up to mention.  We hope that you were one of those who were able to make it down and operate for a while.

The word ‘modest’ just doesn’t fit into the vocabulary of anyone that visited or participated in this event.  There were five HF radios running 24/7.  They weren’t usually allowed to rest until the band had died and conditions wouldn’t permit further contact.  Also included were satellite, IRLP, and Echolink stations.  There was always a surplus of hams ready to pounce on an empty radio to start putting QSO’s into the log for KM1CC.  The KM1CC antenna system had more yagi’s than could be counted, as well as verticals on 160, 80, and 40, and at least one R-5 vertical.  

Logging was done using WriteLog software on a system of networked computers.  If you made a QSO, it can be verified at

http://www.qsl.net/k1usn/marclog/logs.html.  

A major milestone was reached late Friday afternoon as Park Service Ranger Barbara Dougan, KB1GSO made the 10,000th QSO on 20M SSB.  By late Saturday evening, the total was approaching 12,000.

On Saturday, Princess Elettra Marconi, (Guglielmo Marconi’s youngest and only surviving daughter) visited the Coast Guard station and paid her respects to the operator, especially to Whitey, K1VV, and Carl, N1FY.

The highlight of the event occurred at 7:00PM on Saturday night (0000UTC).  QST was signaled on the bands, and a CW message was sent out simultaneously on 20, 40, and 80CW, 100 years almost to the minute that the first two-way transatlantic message was sent in 1903.  The message began by replaying the original 1903 message of greetings from President Roosevelt to King Edward VII of England.  Following that, a message of greetings was sent from President George S. Bush, especially written for the event.  

The honor and responsibility of coordinating the message transmission effort was handled by Carl, N1FY, a privilege well deserved.

At 0030UTC, the message was sent once again in SSB.  Then, the whole process was repeated twice more at one hour intervals.

As noted earlier, the word modest does not apply to this event.  Radio Station WQRC (99.9FM) on Cape Cod broadcast continual ‘Marconi Minutes’.  NECN had two broadcasts (head to www.necn.com and search for Marconi).  Boston television news was also involved with a piece done on Channel 4 on Friday, January 17.

There were too many photographs to show.  If you want to see more shots of the group in action, head up to the W1AA web page at http://personal.tmlp.com/k1vv/w1aa/w1aa_1001.htm.

W1AW Winter Schedule

Morning Schedule:

Time



Mode

Days 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST)
CW (slow)

Wed, Fri 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST)
CW (fast)

Tue, Thu 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours:

1500 UTC to 1700 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM EST)

1800 UTC to 2045 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST)

(Station closed 1700 to 1800 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM EST))

Afternoon/Evening Schedule:

2100 UTC 
(4 PM EST)
CWf

Mon, Wed, Fri 

2100  "


" 
CWs

Tue, Thu

2200  "

(5 PM EST)
CWb

Daily

2300  "  
(6 PM EST)
RTTY

Daily 

0000  "  
(7 PM EST)    CWs      
Mon, Wed, Fri 

0000  "      

" 
CWf      
Tue, Thu

0100  "  
(8 PM EST)    CWb      
Daily

0200  "  
(9 PM EST)    RTTY    
Daily 

0245  "  
(9:45 PM EST) VOICE    
Daily 

0300  "  
(10 PM EST)   CWf      
Mon, Wed, Fri 

0300  "      

" 
CWs      
Tue, Thu

0400  "  
(11 PM EST)   CWb      
Daily

Mode



Frequencies (MHz)

CW:

1.818  3.5815  7.0475  14.0475  18.0975  21.0675  28.0675  147.555

RTTY:

3.625  7.095  14.095  18.1025  21.095  28.095  147.555

VOICE:
1.855  3.990  7.290  14.290  18.160  21.390  28.590  147.555

Notes: 

CWs =
Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 WPM

CWf =
Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM  

CWb =
Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM

CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW bulletins.

RTTY = Teleprinter Bulletins = BAUDOT (45.45 baud) and AMTOR-FEC (100 Baud).  ASCII (110 Baud) is sent only as time allows.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is given at the beginning of each practice and at the beginning of alternate speeds.

On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2330 UTC (6:30 PM EST), Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are sent on the regular teleprinter frequencies.

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins between 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Thursdays and 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Fridays.

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, Teleprinter at 15 minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour.

FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1500 UTC to 1700 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM EST), and then from 1800 UTC to 2045 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) Monday through Friday.  Be sure to bring your current FCC amateur license or a photocopy.

The W1AW Operating Schedule may also be found on page 96 in the January 2003 issue of QST or on the web at, http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html .










