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A MARA MINUTE Dec 20 2001

MEETING OPENED: 2000 HRS

DIRECTORS PRESENT:

Gil, W1GMF; John, N1PRK; Joe, W1JOE

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Accepted as read, seconded and approved.

SECRETARY REPORT: Joe W1JOE

Accepted and approved as written in newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

The 18 Repeater is back in Groveland getting fixed again.  Jay also says he needs more time to work with the 12-volt power supply.

ARES SKYWARN REPORT: CARL N1FY

Carl talked about Marconi day site.  They made over 3500 contacts.  Pictures are on the web.  We have been lucky as far as weather.  Also, the EOC will have Drills in the spring.  This is important to the club.  See you there.

MEETING CLOSED 2100 HRS

Respectively Submitted

Joe W1JOE, Secretary

Photos from MRC Special Event, December 2001
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The Marconi Radio Club held a special event commemorating the 100th anniversary of the first transatlantic QSO.

We thought you might like to see a photo from MRC’s December event.  As you can see, MARA has a strong showing among the MRC members.  Here’s a photo of Bruce Beaman, K1HTN and Don Tanguay, N1DT.  

Photo by “The Bruce”, NI1X

ARRL Study Panel

Recommends Eliminating

Novice Bands (REVISED)

ARLB055 

The ARRL Novice Spectrum Study Committee has recommended that the ARRL petition the FCC to eliminate the Novice CW subbands and allow Novice and Technician with Element 1 credit licensees to operate CW on the General 80, 40, 15 and 10-meter CW allocations at up to 200 W output.  The panel suggested recognizing portions of those bands for "slow CW operation" to aid new CW operators in enhancing their skills.  The committee recommended refarming the current Novice/Tech Plus subbands, in part to allow expansion of the phone allocations on 80, 40 and 15 meters.

The committee's complete report will be presented to the ARRL Board of Directors for consideration during its annual meeting in January.  The committee's determinations were based on opinions expressed by 4744 respondents to an ARRL Novice Spectrum Study survey launched in June.  Those expressing their opinions included ARRL members and nonmembers.  Nearly 61% of those responding were Extra class licensees.

The committee, chaired by ARRL International Affairs Vice President Rod Stafford, W6ROD, has been studying the status and usage of the Novice/Technician Plus HF bands with an eye toward determining appropriate changes in usage of that spectrum now that the FCC no longer issues new Novice licenses.  A guiding principle was that no class of licensees would lose any privileges as a result of refarming.

The committee recommended expanding the phone bands in accordance with the most popular of the survey choices offered--three for 80, 40 and 15 meters and two for 10 meters.  Here's a summary:

* On 80 meters, nearly 40% of those responding opted for a plan that would extend the US phone allocation to 3700 kHz, with Extras permitted on the entire subband, and with Advanced and General class subbands starting at 3725 and 3800 kHz respectively.

* On 40 meters, nearly half of the respondents picked the plan to extend the primary US phone allocation to 7125 kHz, with Extra and Advanced licensees allowed on the entire segment and Generals from 7175 kHz and up.  (The committee's report suggested no changes to the special allocations for amateurs on certain Pacific or Caribbean islands and in Alaska.)

* On 15 meters, nearly half of those responding wanted the US phone allocation extended to 21175 kHz, with Extras permitted on the entire allocation, and Advanced and General subbands beginning at 21200 and 21250 kHz respectively.

* On 10 meters--where Novice and Tech Plus licensees already may operate CW, RTTY and data from 28100 to 28300 kHz, nearly 55% of the respondents favored a plan to retain the US phone allocation from 28300 to 29700 kHz and to extend CW access to Novice/Tech Plus operators to 28000 kHz--an additional 100 kHz.  The current Tech Plus 28300 to 28500 kHz phone segment would be retained.

Nostalgic Web Pages

Bill Ward, W1ULJ, sent us some very interesting Internet Page URL’s.  You might have seen one or two of them before, but perhaps not all of them.  Take some time to browse the web and see some old photos of Brockton, or take a look at the Blizzard of ’78:

A History of a US Marine Corps Photographic Recon. Squadron during WWII

http://www.usmarinecorpsvmd-354.com
Aerial photographs of Brockton, circa 1950: http://geocities.com/banjow
The Blizzard of 1978:

 http://geocities.com/banjow/Blizzard-of-1978
3D Photos of Brockton:

http://www.geocities.com/banjow/BrocktonMa3-D.html
Thanks, Bill

More web pages

George, KE1KR, is one of the club’s “weather nuts”, and more specifically, a “Mount Washington Weather Nut”.  This means that George is always coming up with some interesting slant on Mount Washington, its weather and its history.

At the January 8 meeting On the Air, George pointed out that there were some very interesting photos at http://www.mountwashington.com/pictures/index.html.  If you click on “Historical Photos”, look at picture #10.  The man is sitting on a “Devils Shingle”.  How many people can tell me what a Devil's Shingle is??

By the way, if you want instant weather conditions on Mount Washington, head to another, similar web site – http://mountwashington.org – note the .org in this URL.

Marlborough Flea Market
It’s time again for the annual Marlborough Flea Market.  This is the place where Hams convince themselves that they are actually NOT broke after Christmas and want to buy some new “instant gratification”.  Here are the details.

Saturday, February 16.  Marlborough Middle School.  10:00AM—2:00PM.  General admission $3.Tables $12 before Feb 7, $15 after Feb 7.  Setup time 8:00AM.  Exam sessions from 9:00AM to 11:00AM.  Walk-ins welcome.  Info, Ann Weldon KA1PON (508) 481-4988 before 9:00PM.  Talk-in 146.61 (pl 146.2); 233.94 (pl 103.5); 449.925 (pl 88.5).

Directions: Thresher Drive (off Union St.) or off Bolton St. (Rt. 85).  Take Rt. 495N to Rt. 20E.  At (about) the 6th stoplight (intersection of Lincoln St), Rt. 20 turns right.  Keep going straight – you leave Route 20 at this point.  The next intersection should be Union Street and Stevens Street.  Take a left on to Union St, then right on to Thresher Drive.

Vanity processing may resume soon

ARLB002 

Vanity call sign processing--an unintentional anthrax scare victim--may soon resume. The FCC has not processed any vanity call sign applications--paper or electronic--since October 14.  Vanity applications received after that date remain on hold, although all vanity fees have been collected.

The vanity gridlock got started after mail received between October 15 and November 1 was diverted from the FCC's Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, office for decontamination in the Washington, DC, area.  That mail, believed to contain more than 100 vanity applications filed on paper, has not been returned to Gettysburg.  Current FCC policy says that paper and electronic vanity applications get equal processing priority, so the Commission halted vanity processing altogether until it could resolve the mail snafu.

FCC staffers in Gettysburg have been attempting to work around the roadblock.  Using vanity fee payment data from the FCC's fiscal agent, Mellon Bank in Pittsburgh, the Licensing and Technical Analysis Branch of the FCC's Wireless Telecommunications Bureau in Gettysburg has been contacting applicants directly to have them resubmit their applications.

The FCC now is asking applicants whose paper vanity filings may have arrived at Mellon Bank between October 15 and November 1 and who have not been contacted to get in touch with the FCC to find out if they need to forward a copy or facsimile of their original paperwork.  The request affects only vanity applicants who filed on paper--not electronic filers.

Before contacting the FCC, however, applicants were being asked to check the Universal Licensing System to see if their applications are already on file with the FCC (under ''SEARCH,'' click ''Applications,'' click ''Continue,'' enter present call sign in the ''Call Sign'' field, and press the Enter key or click ''Search''--at the bottom of the page. Click on the underlined number, if any, under ''File Number'' to view an application).  If an application already is on file, no further action is required.

If no application is on file, or if no Web access is available, applicants should telephone the FCC Call Center, toll-free 888-225-5322; e-mail rtaylor@fcc.gov or fax 717-338-2696.

The Licensing Division believes it now has all paper applications received October 15, 2001, in hand, and it could process all applications received on that date as soon as this week. The FCC has a record of when it received the paper vanity applications, and all submittals will be processed in chronological order.

The FCC has been acting on amateur renewals and administrative updates filed on-line via the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau's Universal Licensing System. As of December 3, 2001, anyone filing an application with the FCC must include an FCC Registration Number (FRN).

New Amateur Radio Antenna

to be Installed During

Spacewalk

ARLS001

Amateur Radio on the International Space Station Board Chairman Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, has announced that one of the four new ARISS antennas could be installed as soon as next week. It's anticipated that the ''WA3'' VHF-UHF flexible tape antenna will be installed on

one end of the ISS Service Module during a scheduled January 14 spacewalk--or EVA.

''The Russian team is able to deploy this particular antenna sooner than the others because it is located very close to where the four RF connections go into the Service Module,'' Bauer said.

Expedition Four Commander Yuri Onufrienko, RK3DUO, and flight engineers Carl Walz, KC5TIE, and Dan Bursch, KD5PNU, are beginning their second month in orbit aboard the ISS. They have not yet been active on Amateur Radio, although several ARISS school contacts are pending. Onufrienko and Walz will carry out the EVA. NASA says the two will move a Russian cargo crane to the Russian Functional Cargo

Block for future assembly work. Bursch will operate the Canadarm2 robotic arm from inside the space station.''

Installation of the new antenna on the Service Module paves the way for two separate ham stations aboard Space Station Alpha. Plans call for a 2-meter station to remain in the Functional Cargo Block using the Russian antennas that had been used to dock the FGB but now used for ARISS.  A second 70-cm station will be set up in the Service Module using the new antenna.

W1AW 2002 Winter Operating Schedule

ARLB001

Morning Schedule:

Time



Mode
Days 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST)

CWs
Wed, Fri 

1400 UTC (9 AM EST)

CWf
Tue, Thu 

Daily Visitor Operating Hours:

1500 UTC to 1700 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM EST)

1800 UTC to 2045 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST)

(Station closed 1700 to 1800 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM EST))

Afternoon/Evening Schedule:

Time



Mode
Days

2100 UTC 
(4 PM EST)
CWf
Mon, Wed, Fri 

2100
''

''
CWs
Tue, Thu

2200
''
(5 PM EST)
CWb
Daily

2300
''
(6 PM EST)
RTTY
Daily 

0000
''
(7 PM EST)
CWs
Mon, Wed, Fri 

0000
''

''
CWf
Tue, Thu

0100
''
(8 PM EST)
CWb
Daily

0200
''
(9 PM EST)
RTTY
Daily 

0245
''
(9:45PM EST)
VOICE
Daily 

0300
''
(10 PM EST)
CWf
Mon, Wed, Fri 

0300
''

''
CWs
Tue, Thu

0400
''
(11 PM EST)
CWb
Daily

Frequencies (MHz)

CW:

1.818 3.5815 7.0475 14.0475  18.0975 21.0675 28.0675 147.555

RTTY:

3.625  7.095  14.095   18.1025 21.095  28.095  147.555

VOICE:
1.855 3.990  7.290  14.290   18.160  21.390  28.590  147.555

Notes:

CWs = Code practice (slow) = 5 - 7.5 - 10 - 13 - 15 WPM

CWf = Code practice (fast) = 35 - 30 - 25 - 20 - 15 - 13 - 10 WPM

CWb = Code Bulletins = 18 WPM

CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW bulletins.

RTTY = Teleprinter Bulletins = BAUDOT (45.45 baud) and AMTOR-FEC (100 Baud).  ASCII (110 Baud) is sent only as time allows.

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is given at the beginning of each practice and at the beginning of alternate speeds.

On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2330 UTC (6:30 PM EST), Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are sent on the regular teleprinter frequencies.

A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins between 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Thursdays and 0100 UTC (8 PM EST) Fridays.

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, Teleprinter at 15 minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour.

FCC licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1500 UTC to 1700 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM EST), and then from 1800 UTC to 2045 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM EST) Monday through Friday.  Be sure to bring your current FCC amateur license or a photocopy.

The W1AW Operating Schedule may also be found on page 104 in the January 2002 issue of QST or on the web at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html .
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