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Founded February 6, 1962

February 2011

Volume 50 Issue 02

There is no Secretary’s report for January 2010

Next Meeting :  February 15, 2011   7:00 pm  at  Bridgewater 

Public Library  6:30 P.M.

The speaker for this month’s meeting will be Eric Falkof  K1NUN.

The topic is Stealth Antennas.

Membership Renewal

With the beginning of each year comes the time for membership renewal and 

the payment of dues. We make this reminder because some of us need  to be jolted

out of the winter doldrums You can bring your check to the next meeting or send it along to our post office box at  MARA  P.O. Box  428 Bridgewater, MA 02324.   

Single Member is $25.00,  Family is $30.00, Senior is $20.00

Annual Holiday Party Photos

Here are a few photos from the Annual Holiday Party held last month

At the Eastern Bank building in Middleboro
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Boston Marathon is only 2 months away

Ham volunteers are needed for the Boston Marathon on April 18 to

provide safety communications and to assist the Red Cross.  Assignments

are available in Hopkinton, along the route, and in downtown Boston.  

volunteer, go to <http://marc.mmra.org>. 

If you don’t want to make the trek, you can also participate locally as 

a member of the backup communications team. The EOC in Bridgewater

is staffed by local hams in case problems arise with the primary

event communications. 

Boy Scouts of America and ARRL Team Up to Help Scouts Learn Communications Skills
After working together for nearly a century to provide Scouts with the ability to learn radio communication skills, Boy Scouts of America and the ARRL have officially teamed up by signing a memorandum of understanding. This MOU designates the ARRL as a key resource for K2BSA and Radio Merit Badge training at the BSA National Scout Jamboree and establishes the ARRL as the go-to source for Scouts interested in learning about and becoming involved in radio communication. 

BSA Chief Scout Executive Bob Mazzuca and ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN, launched the partnership January 31 by holding a unique communications meeting. Mazzuca joined Craigie virtually during an Internet video conference and document-signing ceremony. From separate locations, the pair took the opportunity to talk about the importance of each organization to the ongoing development of the other. 

"Throughout the years, going all the way back to the Wireless Merit Badge in 1918, the ARRL has worked hand-in-hand with Boy Scouts of America to help teach Scouts the skills and joys of radio communication," said Chief Scout Executive Bob Mazzuca. "Today, we are making official a relationship that has been beneficial for both of our organizations for nearly a century."

Amateur Radio Bill Introduced in the US Senate
On January 26, Senator Joe Lieberman (ID-CT), along with Senator Susan Collins (R-ME), introduced Senate Bill 191, The Amateur Radio Emergency 
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Communications Enhancement Act of 2011. Similar to HR 81, introduced in the US House by Representative Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX-18) on January 5, the bill, if passed, would direct the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to undertake a study on emergency communications. S 191 has been referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. Lieberman is the Chairman of the committee, while Collins is the Ranking Member.

FCC Adds New Country to CEPT Reciprocal Agreement for Amateurs
On Monday, February 7, the FCC released a Public Notice, adding a new country to the CEPT reciprocal operating arrangements for US citizens who hold an FCC-issued General, Advanced or Amateur Extra class Amateur Radio licenses. US hams may now operate in Montenegro, as well as the other countries covered by the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT), subject to the regulations in force in the country visited, to operate in those countries. CEPT has also set up Web sites that list all countries covered by reciprocal agreements. 

ARISSat-1 to Be Deployed from ISS Next Week; Watch Live on NASA TV
Expedition 26 Flight Engineers Dmitry Kondratyev and Oleg Skripochka, RN3FU, will step outside the International Space Station (ISS) on Wednesday, February 16. While in space, they will install and retrieve experiments on the Russian segment of the complex and deploy ARISSat-1, a small ham radio satellite. NASA TV coverage will begin at 6:45 AM (CST), while the extra-vehicular activity -- commonly called a spacewalk -- will begin about 30 minutes later. The spacewalk will be the second for Kondratyev, who will wear the spacesuit marked with red stripes, and the third for Skripochka, who will wear the suit with blue stripes.

During the nearly six hour spacewalk, Kondratyev and Skripochka will deploy an experiment called ARISSat-1, a boxy 57-pound nanosatellite that houses congratulatory messages commemorating the 50th anniversary of Yuri Gagarin's launch to become the first human in space. The ham radio transmitter will enable communications with Amateur Radio operators around the world for three to six months. It is the first of a series of educational satellites being developed in a partnership with the Radio Amateur Satellite Corp, the NASA Office of Education International Space Station National Lab Project, the Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) program and RSC-Energia.

The two cosmonauts will also install two experiments: One will collect information useful in seismic forecasts and earthquake predictions, and the second will look at gamma splashes and optical radiation during terrestrial lightning and thunderstorms. The spacewalkers also will retrieve a pair of panels exposed to space as part of an experiment to identify the best materials for building long-duration spacecraft.

You can watch live online on the NASA TV Public and Media channels, or on your television set. Contact your local provider for the NASA TV channel in your area.

Mixed Decision from the California Court of Appeals in Palmdale, California Antenna Case

02/08/2011 

On January 27, 2011, the California Court of Appeals, Second Appellate District, issued its Opinion in the antenna case of Alec Zubarau, WB6X. In several respects, it is a win for Amateur Radio in California. Working with his ARRL Volunteer Counsel, Len Shaffer, WA6QHD, Mr Zubarau is now considering their next course of action.

The Court found that the Palmdale antenna ordinance, as it pertained to the height limit for vertical antennas, was “unenforceable” because it allowed a radio amateur to have a vertical antenna up to 75 feet high when measured from the ground but limited the “active element of the antenna array” to 30 feet. The ordinance did not define “array” or “active element” and did not specify from where the 30 permitted feet for such “array” was to be measured. The Court found that if even one reasonable interpretation of the ordinance could be found, the ordinance could be upheld, but that in this case, no one could understand what the limitations were and how they could be applied. That portion of the City’s ordinance was therefore unconstitutional and unenforceable.

The Court also held that the ordinance was unenforceable to the extent that it attempted to regulate radio frequency interference. The City maintained that it could regulate RFI, but the Court, citing case law and argument in ARRL Amicus Curiae brief, held that only the FCC could regulate RFI. Any State or municipal law that attempts to regulate RFI is preempted.

Of some concern to Len Shaffer, however, is that the Court held that Palmdale properly ordered Zubarau to remove his permitted 55-foot crankup tower. The Court opined that the small, VHF/UHF vertical on the roof constituted “reasonable accommodation” under PRB-1 and California PRB-1 statute (California Government Code Section 65850.3). The Court said that leaving Zubarau with a VHF/UHF antenna constituted a reasonable accommodation because it allowed him to be active in some part of Amateur Radio. There was no analysis of the “minimum practicable regulation” test in PRB-1 and the California statute, so that part of the three-prong PRB-1 test was left unexamined. Because the Court reversed the trial court on this finding, Zubarau had no longer clearly “substantially prevailed” in this case and so the Court remanded the case to the trial judge to re-examine the issue of attorney’s fees claimed by Zubarau.

The Court’s application of the “reasonable accommodation” standard of PRB-1 in this case is, in the view of Len Shaffer and ARRL, both unique and very narrow. Said ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD:

“While this decision is positive for Amateur Radio in California in two significant respects, the record in this case shows that the small, roof-mounted VHF/UHF antenna at WB6X was insufficient to conduct any international communications. Alec’s tower is necessary in order to conduct international communications and to permit even a 50/50 chance of contacting Alec’s native Belarus on any given day. The Court ignored this evidence and it did not apply the “reasonable accommodation” test articulated by FCC and in prior case law, and it did not apply PRB-1’s “least practicable restriction” test at all. In essence, the Court applied a balancing test which FCC and several Federal courts have said is improper in conducting the PRB-1 analysis. It is not true that any accommodation for a radio amateur is reasonable accommodation, and it is not sufficient to simply permit a radio amateur “some participation” in our avocation. Instead, PRB-1 permits effective, reliable Amateur communications. It is hoped that the Court will revisit this portion of its otherwise favorable decision and get it right the second time.”

The court made three decisions that affect amateurs in California. First the court found that part of the Palmdale ordinance was unconstitutional because it was vague and could not be understood by a reasonable person. That part of the ordinance allowed an Amateur to have a vertical antenna up to 75 feet high when measured from the ground but limited the “active element of the antenna array” to 30 feet in height. The court found that the ordinance did not define “array” or “active element” and did not say where the height of such array was measured from. After a number of questions were submitted regarding this ordinance, the court determined that no one could really understand what it meant and declared it unconstitutional. This part of the decision, said ARRL Volunteer Counsel Shaffer, will affect only hams living in Palmdale.

The next issue decided by the court had to do with radio frequency interference. They said that only the Federal government could regulate RFI and any state or municipal law that tried to address it was preempted. That means it is not enforceable. That part of the decision affects hams throughout the state, according to Shaffer. He asks any California amateur whose municipality or county has an ordinance that limits Amateur Radio antennas or operations based on whether there is interference to consumer or other devices to contact Southwestern Division Vice Director Marty Woll, N6VI, at n6vi@arrl.org.

The final part of the decision had to do with whether Palmdale followed the law when they made Alec Zubarau take down his permitted tower but allowed him to keep a VHF/UHF vertical on his roof. The court said they thought this was a reasonable accommodation because it allowed him to be active in some part of Amateur Radio. “This decision is troubling,” said Shaffer, “and we are considering what options we may have regarding any further review of the issue. We will be conferring with various legal sources before any final determination is made.”

ARRL Atlantic Division to Host Two Webinars in February 

02/04/2011 

Periodically, the ARRL’s Atlantic Division hosts a “webinar” -- an interactive Web-based seminar, designed to facilitate communication between a small number of presenters and a large remote audience using the Internet. During February, Atlantic Division Director Bill Edgar, N3LLR, will host two webinars for ARRL members, one on 501(c)(3) organizations and one on using Narrow Band Emergency Messaging Software (NBEMS) -- a set of programs used to send messages and files via Amateur Radio using an audio interface.

On Thursday, February 24 at 9 PM (EST), Edgar -- along with ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD; Southwestern Division Vice Director and CPA Marty Woll, N6VI, and Western Pennsylvania Section Emergency Coordinator Larry Keller, AB3ER -- will present a 90 minute webinar on 501(c)(3) organizations. This webinar will give basic information about why clubs may want to file for a tax exempt non-profit status, how to file for it and how to keep the club’s tax exempt status in good standing. Register for this webinar here.

On Saturday, February 26 at 10 AM (EST), NBEMS developers Dave Kleber, KB3FXI, and Western Pennsylvania Assistant Section Emergency Coordinator Harry Bloomberg, W3YJ, will present a two hour webinar that covers NBEMS’s advanced features. Learn about the use of NBEMS FLWRAP and FLMSG to send and receive spread sheet/database data and form-based messages such as the ICS-213 and NTS/Radiogram forms. Bloomberg and Kleber will also be covering HF digital net procedures and protocols and hope to incorporate a live HF demonstration that will be viewable by all those attending the webinar. Register for this webinar here.

All webinar registration must be completed no later than one hour before the start of each session. According to Edgar, these webinars are open to any interested ARRL member; you do not need to reside in the Atlantic Division to join in. All you need is a computer (with speakers) that is connected to the Internet. You can watch the presentation on your computer monitor and listen to it through your computer speakers.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2011
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

   Updated Feb 2 2011                                                

2011                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

5 Feb Chelsea ME AARA @CrystalFalls                  Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075 A

12 Feb Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor      John 860 673 0518 

19 Feb Marlborough MA AARC @MS $5@9 $20/T@6:30        Tim KA1OS 978 333 0067 F

20 Feb Westford MA GBARC RadioXLII $12@8 @Regency Antique       866 371 0512 F

26 Feb Colchester VT HAM-CON @Hampton $8@8 $15@6:30  Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 T

27 Feb Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevitHall $6@9$20/T@7 Richie K2KNB 516 694 4937  +

5 Mar Feeding Hills MA MtTARA @TurnverneinClb        Mary N1TOY 413 967 4008 

19 Mar Dayville CT ECARA @StJosephCh $3@8 $10/T      Paul KE1LI 860 928 2456 F

20 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15        Norm W3IZ 860 584 1403 F

25 Mar Lewiston ME ME AARC StConv @ Ramada           Ivan N1OXA 207 577 5152 A

26 Mar Middleetown NY OCARC @CommCtr                  Neil AC2O 914 490 2001 A

27 Mar Henniker NH CVRC @CommSch                   Donald N1ZIH 603 651 8000 A

3 April Framingham MA FARA @KeefeTech $5@9 $25/T      Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012 

10 Ap LaGrangeville NY MtBARC @TymorPk             David KC2AFK 845 677 5079 A

16 Ap Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30  Charlie 603 898 4821 F

16 Ap S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion $5@8 $10/t@6:30  Bryce K1GAX 207 799 1116 W+

16 Ap Gales Ferry CT RASON Auction                  Gary WT1SND 860 884 4218 A+

16 Ap LaSalle PQ MARC @CanLegion $5@9 $10/T@8:15          James 514 990 1965 R+

17 April Cambridge MA            FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                   Third Sunday April thru October     

29,30 April Deerfield NH Nearfest IX @FG             Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235

30 Ap 1 My Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553 

14 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FD $6@8 +$6/sp@6        Tom KC2FCP 518 272 1492 

15 May Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                   Third Sunday April thru October     

20-22 May Dayton OH

28 May Vernon CT NARC @Toland AgCtr                 Wayne N1GUS 860 487 1921 A+

4 June Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN                  John 860 673 0518 

4 June Goshen CT SBARC @FG                            Lee K1LEE 860 435 0051 A+

12 June Queens NY HoSARC                         Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 A+

19 June Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

17 July Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

21 Aug Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

28 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @FG                        Timothy KE3HT 413 822 7075 A

10 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7                Al KA1IEG 518 677 3316 

10 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN                 John 860 673 0518 

17 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch               William AA1ZR 207 853 2951 A+

18 Sept Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

1 Oct Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30  Charlie 603 898 4821 T

2 Oct Queens NY HoSARC                           Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 A+

14,15 Oct Deerfield NH Nearfest X @FG                Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T

16 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

29 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799 

4 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228 

5,6 Nov Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~    John 781 592 2553  +

12 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7  Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422 

3 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518 

This Week on the Radio

· February 12 -- Asia-Pacific Spring Sprint
· February 12 -- FISTS Winter Sprint

· February 12-13 -- Dutch PACC Contest

· February 12-13 -- New Hampshire QSO Party

· February 12-13 -- CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest 

· February 12-13 -- SARL Field Day Contest

· February 13 -- North American Sprint, SSB

· February 14-18 -- School Club Roundup

DX NEWS

BAHAMAS, C6.  Drew, N2RFA will be

QRV as C6ABB from Nassau, IOTA NA-001, from February 7 to 17.

Activity will be on 80, 40, 20 and 17 meters using RTTY, PSK31 and

possibly SSTV.  QSL to home call.

MAYOTTE, FH.  Bruno, DH1BL is QRV as FH4VOS from Combani, IOTA

AF-027, for the next three years.  Lately he has been active on 20

meters using SSB.  QSL via DL7BC.

NEW CALEDONIA, FK.  Operators Hermann, DL2NUD and Stefan, DL9GRE are

QRV as FK/homecalls until February 15.  Activity is on 2 meters, 70

cm and 23 cm EME, and on the HF bands, respectively.  QSL to home

calls.

PANAMA, HP.  Operators DL2BP and DJ2ST will be QRV as HP1/homecalls

from Contadora Island, IOTA NA-072, from February 6 to 17.  Activity

will be on 80 to 10 meters.  QSL both calls via DL2BP.

ST LUCIA, J6.  Operators DF2SS and DL1VKE will be QRV as

J6/homecalls from February 5 to 17.  Activity will be on 160 to 10

meters using CW, SSB and RTTY with two stations active.  QSL to home

calls.

JAPAN, JA.  Special event station 8J6S is QRV until March 31 to

celebrate the full opening of the Kyushu Shinkansen Bullet Train,

completing the connection between Hakata and Shin-Yatsushiro.  QSL

via bureau.

SVALBARD, JW.  Operators LA8HGA and LA8AJA are QRV as JW8HGA and

JW8AJA, respectively, from Longyearbyen, IOTA EU-026, until February

18.  Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using mostly CW with some SSB

and RTTY.  QSL via operators' instructions.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA, P2.  Allan, VK2GR and Josette, VK2FXGR are QRV as

P29CW from the North and Middle Fly River areas of the remote area

of Kiunga, IOTA OC-034, until early September while working for the

organization Australian Doctors International.  Activity is on 80 to

10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY in their spare time.  QSL via

VK2IR.

NETHERLANDS, PA.  Special event station PD04ISLE is QRV during 2011

from the nature reserve on the Isle of Tiengemeten, IOTA EU-146.

QSL via operators' instructions.

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE, S9.  A group of operators are QRV as S9DX

until February 17.  Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using mostly CW

and RTTY and some SSB with two stations active.  This includes being

an entry in the upcoming CQ WPX RTTY contest.  QSL via DL1RTL.

WEST KIRIBATI, T30.  Udo, DL9HCU is QRV as T30HC from Tarawa Island,

IOTA OC-017.  His length of stay is unknown.  Activity of late has

been on 20 meters using CW around 0600z.  QSL to home call.

NAMIBIA, V5.  Several members of the Lufthansa Amateur Radio Club

will be QRV as V55DLH from Omaruru from February 5 to 12.  Activity

will be on 160 to 10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, SSTV and PSK.  QSL

via DK8ZZ.

CANADA, VE.  VA1 and VE1 stations in Nova Scotia may use the

prefixes CJ1 and CK1, respectively, during February to celebrate the

Canada Games held in Halifax during this time.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
Bridge APRS Node 145.09  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4

Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

DX Clusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor    maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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