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Founded February 6, 1962

January- February 2009

Volume 48 Issue 01

Secretary’s Report

There was no meeting in December or January  and consequently  no secretary’s report.

Notes From The Field

Net operators are needed for the Tuesday & Saturday night nets. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address maranews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NVV

Next Meeting—The next meeting will be held February 17th 2009 at the EOC

We will have a presentation on using software programs to predict 

what your HF radiation patterns will look like. The software is free and readily available.

SAVE THE DATE: ARRL NATIONAL CONVENTION TO BE HELD AT 2009 DAYTON HAMVENTION 
 
The ARRL National Convention will be held at the Dayton Hamvention May
15-17 at Hara Arena <http://www.hamvention.org/>. According to ARRL
Sales and Marketing Manager Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R, the ARRL National
Convention will be filled with activities and exhibits. "Our host
organization, the Dayton Amateur Radio Association, has three big days
planned, chock-full of every bit of Amateur Radio you can think of,"
Inderbitzen said.

 FCC LICENSE ACTIVITY ON THE RISE 
 
According to ARRL VEC Manager Maria Somma, AB1FM, there continues to be
a heightened interest in Amateur Radio following the FCC's elimination
of the Morse code exam requirement in February 2007: "The number of new
license applicants remains strong under the new Amateur Radio Service
rules. The following table chronicles all 14 FCC authorized VEC
organizations' new license activity over the last few years." In 2008,
the total number of US amateurs rose 1.2 percent, from 655,800 in 2007,
to 663,500 in 2008:

Somma said that the number of General and Extra class upgrades is also
on the rise. "When looking at 2006 totals," she said, "we see that
upgrade applications for 2007 were up 286 percent; in 2008, they were up
146 percent over 2006. Requests for new club licenses also remain
strong. In 2008, we had 671 applications for club licenses come in,
while in 2007, there were 506 applications. That's an increase of 13
percent."

NORTH DAKOTA TO OFFER STATE QSO PARTY IN MARCH 

Stations working on their Triple Play Award
<http://www.arrl.org/awards/> or Year of the State QSO Party Award
<http://www.arrl.org/awards/ysqso/> will want to be on the air on
Saturday, March 21 as North Dakota -- always a rare state -- will hold
their first QSO Party in 14 years.

LAURA L. SMITH NAMED TO AMATEUR RADIO ENFORCEMENT ROLE 
 
Laura L. Smith of Pennsylvania has been named by the FCC to fill the
vacancy created when Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, retired in 2008 as
Special Counsel for the Spectrum Enforcement Division of the FCC's
Enforcement Bureau. Hollingsworth served in that position for more than
10 years as the FCC's enforcement watchdog over the Amateur Radio
Service <http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2008/07/03/10198>. 
 
A 1990 graduate of the Pepperdine University School of Law, Smith began
her legal career with the FCC, working in the Mass Media Bureau and
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. She also served as Deputy Division
Chief of the Public Safety and Private Wireless Division. Smith is
currently licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
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These are a few photos of the annual MARA Holiday dinner held in January.

Guests included Mike Neilsen  Eastern Mass Section Manager  and Phil Temples Asst. Section Manager.


FREQUENCY CHANGE FOR CANADIAN TIME TRANSMISSION STATION CHU 
 
After 70 years of broadcasting Canada's official time, the National
Research Council's shortwave station CHU
<http://inms-ienm.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/time_services/shortwave_broadcasts_e.ht
ml> moved the transmission frequency for the 7335 kHz transmitter to
7850 kHz. The change went into effect at 0000 UTC on January 1, 2009.

ARES UNITS RESPOND TO ICE STORM EMERGENCY

The major ice storm that hit New England resulted in Amateur Radio operators responding to calls for assistance from various served agencies. Eastern Massachusetts SEC Rob Macedo, KD1CY, reported almost 400,000 customers in Massachusetts lost power. Western Massachusetts SEC John Ruggerio, N2YHK, said his ARES units responded to local EOCs. A team in Gardner provided communications for the local hospital and EOC, with message traffic on prescription fills and other priority, but non-emergency traffic, being fulfilled. Eastern Massachusetts ARESMAT supported the operation. Massachusetts State RACES Radio Officer Tom Kinahan, N1CPE, and his team supported the State EOC.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2009
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

February  2009                                                    

Contact          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                 
 
14 Feb Marlboro MA AARC @Interm Sch $5@9 +15/T@7 Tim KA1OS 978 333 1715 W
 
15 Feb Westford MA Radio 40 Antique @Regency $11@8 Cindie ARC 866 371 0512 +
 
21 Feb Chelsea ME AARA @Crystal Falls Rt17 Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075 W+
 
28 Feb Colchester VT RANV was Milton @Hampton I89x16 Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 W+
 
7 March Feeding Hills MA MTARA @TurnvereinClb Cindy K1ISS 413 568 1175 W+
 
8 Mar Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevitH $6@9+$20/T@7 Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937 W+
 
14 Mar Rockport MA CAARA @PigeonCoveCtr $3@9 $10/T Dick KR1G 508 269 4941 +
 
21 Mar Pomfret CT ECARA @CommSch Paul KE1LI 860 928 2456 A+
 
22 March Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6 Chet KA1ILH 860 628 9346 W+
 
28 Mar Middletown NY OCARC @Wallkill ComCtr Donald AA2DS 845 342 2056 A+
 
28 Mar Lewiston ME AARC ME Conv @Ramada $6@8 +8/T Cory N1URA 207 514 0202 +
 
28 Mar Laval PQ CRLL @PolyGeorgesVanier $5@9 $10/T@7:30 514 708 8033 W+
 
29 March Framingham MA FARA @KeefeSch $25/T@7:30 Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012 
 
29 Mar Henniker NH CVRC @CommSch Jim NS1E 603 428 7438 A+
 
11 April Montreal PQ MARC @CanLegion $5@9 $10/T@8 James 514 697 7205 W+
 
18 Apr Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $10@7:30$3@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F
 
18 Apr S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion Bryce K1GAX 207 799 1116 A+
 
18 Apr Gales Ferry CT RASON @Firehse $2@10 Auction Gary WT1SND 860 884 4218 +
 
19 April Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F
Third Sunday April thru October 
 
26 April Lindenhurst NY GSBARC Walter KA1RGI 631 957 0218 W
 
26 April Lagrangeville NY MtBARC @Tymor Pk James K2JIM 845 427 2702 A
 
1,2 May Deerfield NH NearFest @FG Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W
 
2 May Moncton NB TCARC @MapletonLodge @9 Bruce VE9YM W+
 
9 May Lindenhurst NY GSBARC @FiremanPk $6@8:30 $25/T John W2HCB 631 669 6321 W+
 
9 May Rensselaer NY EGARA Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1498 A
 
17 May Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F
Third Sunday April thru October 
 
30 May Rochester NY RARA New Location Sat Only Len KC2PCD 585 671 2424 W+
 
13 June Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Tailgate John 860 673 0518 W+
 
14 Jun Queens NY HoSARC Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 A+
 
21 June Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F
 
19 July Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F
 
8 Aug Gales Ferry CT RASON @VFD $4@9 $15/T@7 Wayne KB1NKK 206 350 3064 
 
16 August Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F
 
11 Sept Windsor ME AARA @FG Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075 
 
12 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG $5@7 Al KA1IEG 518 677 3316 
 
12 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Tailgate John 860 673 0518 W+
 
19 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct Rick K1KYI 401 864 9611 
 
20 September Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F
 
11 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9 John N1GNV 203 440 4468 
 
16,17 Oct Deerfield NH NearFest @FG Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W
 
17 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $10@7:30$3@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F
 
18 October Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 F
 
31 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @Oswegat Fire @10 Tom WA2RYV 860 464 6555 
 
2 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM Jim KK1W 413 245 3228 
 
7 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$15@6 $3@8 George N1NAZ 603 421 0940 
 
14 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7 Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422 
 
5 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor John 860 673 0518 W+

DX NEWS

EAST MALAYSIA, 9M6. John, 9M6XRO and Steve, 9M6DXX will be QRV from
Sabah, IOTA OC-088, from February 7 to 10. Activity will be on 160
to 10 meters using CW and SSB. QSL both calls via M0URX.
 
ANDORRA, C3. Finn, OV8FM and Martin, 5P1M will be QRV as C3/OV8FM
and C3/5P1M, respectively, from February 10 to 13. Activity will be
on 40 and 20 meters using SSB, RTTY, SSTV and PSK. QSL via OV1A.
 
ENGLAND, G. Tim, G4STH and Hazel, G4YLO are QRV using special event
callsign GB50BH until March 3 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the death of the singer Buddy Holly. QSL via G4STH.
 
DOMINICA, J7. John, K3TEJ will be QRV as J7N from February 11 to
27. Activity will be on 160, 30, 17 and 12 meters using CW and
RTTY. This includes entries in the upcoming CQ WW RTTY and ARRL DX
CW contests as Single Op/ALL Band entries. QSL to home call.
 
ST. VINCENT, J8. Nigel, G3TXF is QRV as J88XF from Mayreau Island,
IOTA NA-025, one of the smaller Grenadine islands, until February 9.
Activity is on 40, 30, 20 and 17 meters using only CW. QSL to home
call.
 
DESECHEO ISLAND, KP5. Look for a group of operators to be QRV as
K5D from February 12 to 26. Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters
using CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL via N2OO.
 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA, P2. Jerry, P29ZAD is QRV from Buka Island, IOTA
OC-135. QSL to home call.
 
SOUTH GEORGIA ISLAND, VP8. Lars, VP8DIF ha been QRV on 20 meters
using RTTY around 1630 to 1900z. QSL via DJ9ZB.
 
NICARAGUA, YN. Andrei, NP3D will be QRV as H7/NP3D and YN2/EW1AR
from February 11 to 15. This includes activity as YN2S in the
upcoming CQ WW RTTY contest. QSL direct to home call.

 AGALEGA AND ST. BRANDON ISLANDS, 3B6.  Rashid, 3B8FQ is QRV as 3B7FQ

from St. Brandon Island, IOTA AF-015, until February 12.  He is here

doing maintenance on the meteorological station, so he is active as

time permits.  Activity is on all bands, but mostly on 30, 20 and 17

meters using CW and SSB.  QSL via K5XK.

TANZANIA, 5H.  Sigi, DL7DF will be QRV as 5H1DF from Zanzibar

Island, IOTA AF-032, from February 3 to 12 while on holiday.

Activity will be on 160 to 10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and SSTV.

QSL to home call.

MALAWI, 7Q.  Harry, 7Q7HB is here for the next two months.  Activity

is on all bands using mostly CW, RTTY and PSK but will also use some

SSB.  QSL direct via G0IAS.

REUNION ISLAND, FR.  Gerhard, OE3GEA will be QRV as FR/OE3GEA from

February 1 to 13.  Activity will be on all bands using only CW.  QSL

to home call.

SCOTLAND, GM.  Members from the Kilmarnock and Loudoun ARC are QRV

as GB250RB until December 31, 2009 in celebration of the 250th

birthday of Scottish poet Robert Burns.  QSL via operators'

instructions.

THAILAND, HS.  Joerg, DL1MJF is QRV as HS0ZGQ until February 12.

Activity is on 40 to 10 meters using CW and SSB.  He may try to be

active as HS0ZGQ/2 for one week from Koh Samui Island, IOTA AS-101.

QSL to home call.

DJIBOUTI, J2.  Elvira, IV3FSG is QRV as J20SE until February 12.

She is active using SSB and RTTY mostly on 20 meters.  QSL via

IK3GES.

SAINT MARTIN, FS.  Members of the Buddies of the Caribbean will be

QRV as FS/homecalls from February 4 to 11.  Activity will be on 160

to 10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL direct to home calls.

ANTARCTICA.  Bob, VK0BP is currently working at Antarctic Davis Base

Station, IOTA AN-016, until November 1.  Activity is on the HF bands

during his spare time.  He is generally active on 20 meters from

1500 to 1800z using SSB and PSK31.  He may also be active using

other modes as well.  QSL via VK2CA.

SOUTH GEORGIA ISLANDS, VP8.  Lars, MM0DWF is currently on work

assignment on South Georgia Island, IOTA AN-007, and will try to be

active as VP8DIF in his spare time.  Activity will be on the HF

bands and he may try to use RTTY as well.  QSL via DJ9ZB.

BERMUDA, VP9.  In celebration of the 400th anniversary of the

settlement of Bermuda by Sir George Somers, members of the Radio

Society of Bermuda will be QRV as VP9400/xx.  The xx suffix is the

operator's callsign suffix.  QSL via operators' instructions.

PRINCE EDWARD AND MARION ISLANDS, ZS8.  Petrus, ZS8T has been

intermittently active on 20 meters from Marion Island, IOTA AF-021.

He is here until March 31.  QSL via LZ3HI.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com for an appointment. Walk-ins are no longer permitted.
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