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Secretary’s Report

No meeting was held in January 2007
Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on February 22 at the EOC

Please note that we are at that time of the year for membership

renewals please forward your dues by mail or bring them to the next meeting 

We have received word from Whitey K1VV through Bob N1EDM that Don K1DC has suffered a heart attack while visiting in Florida. He is in intensive care. Please keep him in your thoughts. 

President’s Message

Hello to all,

   At our February meeting, we will be showing a short (15 minute) video that was filmed at the National Weather Service for the Southern New England Weather Conference last fall. It shows how Skywarn functions from the NWS office perspective (i.e. the other end of the radio during activations). I hope you will come to see it.

  In March, Steve Schwarm, W3EVE will make a presentation on computers and the Boston Marathon. And in April, Rob Macedo, KD1CY will talk about Skywarn and ARES.

  Finally, I would like the membership to let me know what they would like to see for future meetings, as well as your thoughts about meeting at the Bridgewater EOC (do you like it, or would you rather see us in a different venue).

Thanks,

Carl N1FY

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NV V

From the Hosstraders, Joe K1RQG, Bob W1GWU, and Norm W1ITT

courtesy of N1EDM
Hosstraders Tailgate Swapfest 
 
 The October 2006 event was the last Hosstraders. After careful consideration, we have decided to discontinue hosting the event. A combination of factors have led to this difficult decision. We've been running Hosstraders for a third of a century, but we've always done it "our way" and we feel that the result has been an event unique in the Amateur Radio world, certainly in New England. A number of things have been taken into account, but foremost in our mind is that we want Hosstraders to be a quality experience in every way, and not to slowly run it into the ground just for the ride. We want to take things out on a high note, while we can still be proud of our efforts. Briefly, the factors that led us to this point are problems with site logistics, the changing face of flea marketing due to internet commerce, changes in directions of Amateur Radio, and just the fact that we have done it for a third of a century and we are getting old and tuckered out. It is not our intent to elaborate further on these matters. Nor do we intend to anoint or endorse any successors, or go into the business of Hamfest Consulting, so please don't ask. We are unaware of any person or group in the region with the experience to "take over". Therefore, be very cautious of anyone who comes forward claiming to be the "new Hosstraders". Running an event of Hosstraders' size and impact is more challenging than it appears! What's the next step? Well, for us, we plan to relax and play radio. For the rest of the Amateur community in the Northeast, we'd suggest that you get off the internet and on the air. Support your local clubs, and their events. Put up an antenna for some ham who needs a bit of assistance, and help to maintain the fraternal aspects of our hobby. We wish to thank you for your great support these many years. We often hear from hams who have been attending Hosstraders since those early days in Seabrook. Since that first event, where 61 of us met on a flat grassy field, we've had lots of fun, and made lots of memories. We've also donated over 1.3 million dollars to the Shriners' Hospitals for the care and support of severely burned and crippled kids. We are proud of that, and those who participated can share in that pride. The need still exists at the Hospitals, so if you wish to make someone happy, perhaps each year on the anniversary of Hosstraders, you could send a check along to Boston, Springfield or Montreal. They will not waste it! We hope you'll remember the times we all had together at Seabrook, Deerfield, Kingston (!), Rochester and Hopkinton. You can be sure that we will never forget.
“CELLULAR TELEPHONE" BILLS POSE POTENTIAL PROBLEMS FOR HAM RADIO

OPERATION

Bills aimed at thwarting "driving while cellular" and "driving while

distracted" behavior have been introduced in several states, and most are

worded broadly enough to potentially proscribe some Amateur Radio mobile

operation. ARRL Regulatory Information Specialist Dan Henderson, N1ND

<reginfo@arrl.org>, so far has catalogued 11 active pieces of legislation.

Bills introduced in Montana and New Mexico have been sidelined for now, but

related measures -- more than one in some states -- remain alive in Georgia,

New Jersey, Oregon, Texas, Vermont, Washington and Wyoming. Henderson

reports that ARRL Field Organization volunteers and members called the

League's attention to the various pieces of pending legislation, none of

which specifically exempt Amateur Radio mobile operation.

"In most cases we try to work to have language exempting Amateur Radio

inserted into the bill, rather than narrowing by definition the behavior or

activity the bill seeks to address," Henderson explains. "It is a far easier

approach and removes ambiguity down the road."

NO "CODE-FREE" UPGRADES AVAILABLE UNTIL FEBRUARY 23

Code-free upgrades to General or Amateur Extra will not be available at

volunteer examination sessions until the 5 WPM Morse code requirement

disappears from the FCC's Amateur Radio Service rules on February 23. ARRL

Regulatory Information Specialist Dan Henderson, N1ND, says that, judging

from the questions he's been getting, many in the amateur community --

including some Volunteer Examiners (VEs) -- don't fully understand the new

rules and privileges resulting from the FCC's Report and Order (R&O) in the

"Morse code proceeding," WT Docket 05-235

<http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-06-178A1.pdf>. He

stresses that VE teams may not accept upgrade applications in advance of

February 23, then hold the paperwork.

"There will be no automatic midnight upgrades February 23 for applicants

advancing to General or Amateur Extra," Henderson explained. "You must make

application." He further advises that a Certificate of Successful Completion

of Examination (CSCE) valid for Element 3 (General) or Element 4 (Amateur

Extra) credit does not confer any operating privileges and, lacking Morse

code credit, is no good for an upgrade until the new rules become effective.

"Anyone holding or earning a valid CSCE for element credit must wait until

February 23 to redeem it at a volunteer examination session," he says. "You

may not operate as /AG or /AE until you have upgraded and have been issued a

CSCE marked for upgrade." A CSCE is good for 365 days from the date of

issuance, no exceptions.

AMATEUR RADIO VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE BOSTON MARATHON
Marathon Amateur Radio Communications (MARC) is seeking Amateur Radio volunteers to provide communication during the Boston Marathon, which takes place Monday, April 16. 

MARC is a consortium of the Boston Amateur Radio Club, the Framingham

Amateur Radio Association, and the Minuteman Repeater Association. These

organizations are working together to provide radio communication support

for the annual Hopkinton-to-Boston run, sponsored by the Boston Athletic

Association (BAA). This year marks the 111th running of the Boston Marathon,

which is expected to attract some 20,000 runners. Visit the MARC Amateur

Radio Volunteer Signup page to register

<http://mtfort.vh.primushost.com/marc/access.html>.

 -- Richard H. Wheeler, N1KXR 


2007 GLOBAL AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE SET FOR ALABAMA

The International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) has announced that

Global Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Conference 2007

(GAREC-07) will take place this August in conjunction with the 2007

ARRL National Convention at the Huntsville Hamfest. IARU

International Coordinator for Emergency Communications Hans

Zimmermann, F5VKP/HB9AQS, says GAREC-07 will take place Thursday and

Friday, August 16 and 17 at the Embassy Suites Hotel, just prior to

the convention and hamfest.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area Ham - Electronic Flea Market  ***  dates  *** 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

List is normally updated twice a month - look for the latest version at http://www.swapfest.us
*************************************************************************************************************

February 2007                                                    


Contact          

*************************************************************************************************************

                                                          

17 Feb Marlborough MA AARC @MidSch $5@9 $20/T@7   
 David 

18 Feb Westford MA Radio 38 Antique @Regency $10@8  
 Cindie ARC  

24 Feb Milton VT RANV @HS                           

 Mitch W1SJ  

24 Feb Chelsea ME AARA @CrystalFalls                 

Bill K1NIT 

25 Feb Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevvitHall $6@9 $20/T@8 
Rich K2KNB 

4 March WashingtonTwnshp NJ BARA Auction 1PM           
Jim K2ZO 

17 Mar Pomfret CT ECARA @CommSch                     

Paul KE1LI 

18 Mar Henniker NH CVRC @Comm Sch                      

Jim NS1E 

31 Mar Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$10@7 $3@9 
Gayle KB1LHA 

31 Mar Lewiston ME AARC ME St Conv @Ramada          
 Ivan N1OXA 

1 Apr Framingham MA FARA @KeefeTechSch $5@9 $25/T  
Steve KB1NIV 

15 April Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                 

Nick 

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

21 Apr Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 

21 Apr S Portland ME PAWA @AmLegion                  

Peter N1PS 

22 April Enfield CT NEWS East VHF UHF Conf           

Mark K1MAP 

28-29 April Watertown MA Photographica @ACEC ~photo~       
John 

29 April Southington CT SARA @HS $20@6:15 $5@8      
Chet KA1ILH 

12 May Halifax NS HARC+DARC @Forum $4@9 Sell@6    
Murray VE1MMD 

12 May Rensselaer NY EGARA                        


Thomas KC2FCP 

20 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick  

1-3 June Rochester NY RARA                          


Harold K2HC 

3 June Newington CT NARL @HS $15/T $10/TG $5@8     
George AB1GL

17 June Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  

Nick  

14 July Union ME PBARC @ CommCtr $4/T@7 $5@8       
Scott KB1DSW 

15 July Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                  

Nick  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

18 Aug St Albans VT STARC                             

Arn N1ARN 

19 August Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                

Nick 

8 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG                

Darlene N2XQG 

15 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct 
Rick K1KYI 

16 September Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT             
Nick  

7 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         

John N1GNV 

20 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 

21 October Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT               

Nick 617 253 3776  

27 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 
Tom WA2RYV 

27 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC @PlDesauln.. $5@9 $10/T@6  
Roch VE2DU 

2 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    
Jim KK1W 

10 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $5@9 $10/S@7         
Ralph N1YHS 

DX NEWS
UNITED NATIONS HQ, 4U.  LA5IIA, OH2BH and W3UR will be QRV as 4U1UN

in the ARRL DX CW contest as a Multi/Single entry.  QSL via HB9BOU.

TONGA, A3.  Paul, A35RK plans to be QRV in the ARRL DX CW contest as

a Single Op/Single Band/Low Power entry either on 80 or 15 meters.

QSL via W7TSQ.

THE GAMBIA, C5.  Andre, ON7YK is QRV as C56YK until March 1.

Activity is on 80, 40, 20, 17 and 10 meters using SSB.  QSL to home

call.

MOZAMBIQUE, C9.  Jose, CT1APE and Filipe, CT2GLO will be QRV as

C98APE and C98GLO, respectively, from Bazaruto Island, IOTA AF-072,

from February 18 to 24.  Activity will be on all bands and modes.

MADEIRA ISLANDS, CT3.  A group of German operators will be QRV as

CT9L in the ARRL DX CW contest and upcoming CQ WW 160-meter SSB

contest.  QSL via operators' instructions.

HONDURAS, HR.  EA5BWR and EA5KY are QRV as HQ2R until February 21

from the ''Radiosolidarity Project'' on the Ulua River.  Activity is

on 80 to 10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL via EA4URE.

US VIRGIN ISLANDS, KP2.  KP2/K3TEJ and KP2/K3CT are QRV from St.

Croix until February 21.  Activity is on all band using CW, RTTY and

PSK31.  QSL to home calls.  They will also be active as WP2Z in the

ARRL DX CW contest.  QSL contest call via KU9C.

ARGENTINA, LU.  LU1FAM, LU1FZR, LU2FA, LU5FC, LU5FF and LW8DQ will

be QRV as LR2F in the ARRL DX CW contest as a Multi/Single entry.

QSL via LU2FA.

ALAND ISLANDS, OH0.  Pertti, OH2PM will be QRV as OH0R in the ARRL

CW DX contest.

SLOVAK REPUBLIC, OM.  Members of the LBCC will be QRV as OM7M in the

ARRL DX CW contest as a Multi/2 entry.  QSL via OM3PA.

ARUBA, P4.  Andy, AE6Y will be QRV as P49Y in the ARRL DX CW contest

as a Single-Op/All-Band entry.  QSL to home call.

ST. MAARTEN, SABA, ST. EUSTATIUS, PJ5.  Alex, PY1WAS will be QRV as

PJ7/PY1WAS from Sint Maarten from February 18 to 22.  Activity will

be with mostly CW and some SSB on 40 to 10 meters, including

60-meters on 5403.5 kHz.  QSL to home call.

MALI, TZ.  Mac, TZ6JA is QRV until February 21.  Activity is mainly

on 80 and 40 meters SSB, but may also be active on 20 and 15 meters

using SSB.  QSL direct via JA3EMU.

KALININGRAD, UA2.  Members of the UA2 Contest Club will be QRV as

RK2FWA in both ARRL DX contests as Multi/Multi entries.  QSL both

operations via DK4VW.

BELIZE, V3.  K5PI, AB5K, W5ZL and WC0W will be QRV as V31AT, V31TG,

V31ZL and V31TP, respectively, from Cahel Pech in western Belize in

the ARRL DX CW contest.  They are active before and after the

contest as well.  QSL to home calls.

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS, VP2V. Andi, VP2V/DL2AU is QRV from Anegada

Island, IOTA NA-023, until February 22.  Activity is on 40 to 10

meters using SSB and maybe digital modes.  QSL via DL2AU.

ASCENSION ISLAND, ZD8.  Bill, W4WX and Jan, K4QD will be QRV as

ZD8WX and ZD8QD, respectively, from February 19 to 27.  Activity

will be on all bands and modes.  Look for ZD8QD to be active in the

upcoming CQ WW 160-Meter contest.  QSL direct to home calls.

OPERATION APPROVED FOR DXCC CREDIT.  The following operation is

approved for DXCC credit:  Lakshadweep Islands, VU7RG, operation

from January 14 to January 26, 2007.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The ARRL International DX CW Contest and

the Feld Hell FM-245BD Sprint are all scheduled for this weekend.

The Run for the Bacon QRP CW Contest is scheduled for February 19.

Please see February QST, page 101 and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest

websites for details.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY 

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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