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CQ CQ CQ From the Presidents Desk

Welcome to the month of February.  I am looking forward to seeing you all at the next meeting.  At Januarys meeting the club had its famous MARA auction and thanks to the members we did raise a good sum of money for the club ‘s kitty.

In The Month of June we do have Field Day and we are looking for a Coordinator for this event.  MARA didn’t participate last year and I think we should this year.

It is with a heavy heart that I must make the following announcement.  In January, MARA and the Amateur community lost one of its own - Bill Ward, W1ULJ.  Bill passed after a long illness.  Bill was active in MARA ever since its founding in the early 60’s.  Bill was MARA’s first VP and its second President.

Bill served in the Navy in WWII as a Signalman.  He was also an LST sailor.  LST’s were used to transfer jeeps, tanks and ammo from landing craft to the beach, usually during an invasion and under heavy enemy fire.  

For all of that, LST sailors were known as The Forgotten Sailors.  To ensure that they would not, indeed, be forgotten, Bill was very active in the local LST Association.  He helped to secure a site and build a memorial to LST sailors at Hewitt's Cove in Hingham.

From The board of Directors and this President, we send Bill’s family our condolences and wish them all the best during these difficult times.

And for Bill, we wish you all of Gods Blessings.

73 W1JOE  JOE SERRILLA.

Secretary’s Report

President Joe W1JOE opened the meeting at 20:00.

Directors present: Joe W1JOE, Gil W1GMF, and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Read and accepted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as published in the newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

The temporary 2-meter repeater continues to do the job, as does the 440 repeater.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

Carl N1FY has been appointed ARES emergency coordinator for the area.

There will be an ARES drill on February 8.

Carl cautioned the group on cold weather precautions.

OLD BUSINESS:

There was no outstanding old business.

NEW BUSINESS: 

The Marlboro flea market will be held on February 18.

Carl N1FY reported on the Marconi event, which exceeded all expectations.  Congratulations to all those who donated so much time to make it so successful.

Joe W1JOE stressed that it is time to start planning for Field Day.  A volunteer to act as coordinator is needed if we are to participate.

Meeting closed at 20:45 followed by the annual auction.

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

February Meeting Activity – W2SUB

Bob Doherty, K1VV, will be at our next club meeting talking about WWII submarine operations in the Pacific and their radio communications an equipment  Don K1DC will elaborate on the equipment ..There will also be a discussion about past events on the USS Lionfish and how it has been/can be put on the air during Submarines On The Air in April.

Bill Ward’s Estate Sale

Don Benecchi, K1DC, has been asked to handle Bill Ward’s Estate Sale.  If you’d like to discuss these items, contact Don via email at k1dc@attbi.com

· Kenwood TS-570D 10 - 160meter 100 watt transceiver  (unit is like new)                             - $750 (Includes MC60 microphone)

· Kenwood TH-22AT 2 meter FM Transceiver (KSC-8A Charger + extra PB-34 Battery) - $150

· Kenwood TM-261A 2 meter 50 watt mobile transceiver - $75 ea.

· Kenwood TH-215A 2 meter FM HT (Charger & extra battery + speaker mic)                            - $75

· Astron RS35A 12v 35 amp power supply   (no manual) - $75

· Astron RS20A 12v 20 amp power supply   (no manual) - $50

· Heath HM2102 VHF SWR bridge & watt meter - $25

Boston Marathon Operators

[Contributed by Bob Doherty K1VV, for Bill Ohm, K1OHM]

Radio operators are making preparations to support the 107th running of the Boston Athletic Association Boston Marathon on April 21, 2003.  Amateur Radio plays a vital part in supporting runners before, during, and after the marathon.  This year we have a combined organization handling all phases of radio support; start area, length of the course, and finish line.  Positions are available starting early in the day in Hopkington, along the route at aid and water stations, and at finish line operations in Boston.  You can chose which activity you will be involved with, or work multiple locations.  In Hopkington, we will assist with coordinating the multiple parking areas and providing for start line safety.  Along the 26-mile route, assisting the Red Cross at aid stations with supply requirements and ambulance dispatch.  Runner pick-up busses traveling the route will have hams on board.  At the finish line, working with the medical teams and shadowing officials.

You will need a 2M or dual band HT, extended antenna, and extra batteries for participation.  Procedure sheets will be available before the event.  We will try to accommodate your needs within the confines of the event set up.

To signup mail in the BAA volunteer form available at the BAA web site (http://www.baa.org).  You can find the volunteer form by clicking B.A.A Marathon under B.A.A.  Volunteering then click GENERAL VOLUNTEER APPLICATION.  Fill it out and mail it in as instructed.  Check in the Race Day section: if you want to work the start check radio team; if you want to work the finish check ham radio (finish only); and if you want to work the course check ham radio (course only).  We will be doing a mailing at the end of Feb.  with more details.  You will be able to change your mind at that time as well.  Or feel free to contact Steve Schwarm, W3EVE at (508) 384-7697, w3eve@arrl.net.  Please no calls after 9PM or before 8AM.

-Steve Schwarm, W3EVE

ARRL International DX Contest 

If you are relatively new to hamming, and would like to work some easy DX, you might consider working the ARRL International DX Contest.  This event is held on two weekends – one for CW and one for Phone.

Remember the first rule of DX – WFWL.  Work First, Worry Later.  Get the contact, then look for his call (if you didn’t get it the first time).

The same goes for logging.  Don’t worry if you don’t have contest software.  You have 30 days after the contest to get your logs in – you have that amount of time to figure out how to smooth out your logs and submit them.  

And, it’s a great way to work DX…

1. Object: 

1.1. W/VE amateurs work as many amateur stations in as many DXCC countries of the world as possible on 160, 80,

40, 20, 15, and 10 meter bands. 

1.2. Foreign amateurs (also including KH6, KL7, CY9, and CYØ) work as many W/VE stations in as many of the 48 contiguous states and provinces as possible. 

2. Date and Contest Period: 

2.1. CW: Third full weekend in February (February 15-16, 2003). 

2.2. Phone: First full weekend in March (March 1-2, 2003). 

2.3. Contest Period: 48 hours each mode (separate contests). Starts 0000 UTC Saturday; ends 2400 UTC Sunday.

For more details and rules, visit

http://www.arrl.org/contests/rules/2003/intldx.html
Parts Needed
[contributed by Pi, K1RV]

This is a recent e-mail from Jake - KB1FCX who has taken part in several of our Museum Ship weekends.  His Dad is very active with the USS Newport News crew onboard the Salem.

Hi everyone.  I am building an amateur radio for a school project.  You may or may not be familiar with it, but it was featured in last July's QST.  It is called the Tuna Tin 2.  The following are parts I need to complete the project.  If you know where I can get some or all of these parts, I would appreciate it.

John Noll" <jcn1@cyberportal.net>

Upcoming license classes and exams

Contributed by Pi Pugh, K1RV

The Norwood Amateur Radio Club is proud to announce a Technician training class for amateur radio licensing on Wednesday evenings.  Classes will be held over twelve weeks from 2/26/03 through 5/14/03 in the community room on the top floor of the Norwood Civic center at 165 Nahatan St in Norwood from 7:00pm to 9:30pm.  The cost for the class will be $35.00 per student and includes a copy of the ARRL publication "Now Your Talking", and the VE exam session at the end.  Enrollment will be limited to 12 students due to space limitations.  Please be sure to register early as we expect it to fill quickly. 

The Norwood Radio Club Technician Class still has a few openings for their classes starting SOON!  Contact N1ZMD-LEN.

E-mail Address(es): N1ZMD@attbi.com

This is a perfect opportunity to keep the ball rolling from the great PR and enthusiasm that was generated from the KM1CC operation.  The Falmouth Radio Club is also planning Spring Classes.  Check their web site for more information-http://www.falara.org/

Amateur Radio Boosts Marconi Centennial Commemoration into Orbit

From the ARRL Letter, Vol. 22, No. 04

January 24, 2003

The magic touch of a princess helped to put Amateur Radio center stage January 18 on Cape Cod, Massachusetts, during events marking the 100th anniversary of the first transatlantic wireless message transmitted by Guglielmo Marconi.  For the occasion, Marconi's youngest daughter—Princess Elettra Marconi--launched greetings into space via Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) hookup to ISS crew commander Ken Bowersox, KD5JBP.

"One hundred years ago today, my father, Guglielmo Marconi, sent the first wireless message across the Atlantic Ocean from Cape Cod," Princess Elettra said from a packed auditorium at the Cape Cod National Seashore Salt Pond Visitor Center in Eastham.  "In this same spirit of his achievement and also from Cape Cod I send this wireless greeting to you in space.  Cordial greetings, good wishes and God bless you"

Replied Bowersox from NA1SS, "It's wonderful to hear your voice across the radio waves.  It's amazing how far our societies and radio communication have come in the past 100 years."

On January 18, 1903, Marconi sent wireless greetings on behalf of President Theodore Roosevelt to Great Britain's King Edward VII.  Events throughout the week leading up to the ARISS contact included two Amateur Radio special event stations.  KM1CC operated from a National Seashore site not far from Marconi's original Cape Cod radio station, transmitting a commemorative message from President George W. Bush and retransmitting Marconi's original 1903 text.  Another special event station, WA1WCC, was on the air from the former WCC shore station in Chatham, where Marconi had relocated operations after the ocean threatened to claim the antenna support towers of his original station.  Princess Elettra also visited the WA1WCC special event site.

Following Princess Elettra's introductory remarks, eight students from three Cape Cod high schools took turns firing a total of 18 questions at Bowersox as hundreds of visitors and some two dozen news media representatives looked on.  Serving as mentor for the noontime Cape Cod contact was ARISS International Chair Frank Bauer, KA3HDO.  The students' curiosity ranged from research goals to whether Bowersox had any desire to undertake a trip deeper into space--perhaps to Mars.

Bowersox said his wife has forbidden him to go to Mars--a comment that drew a chuckle from the audience--but said he'd volunteer for a deep-space mission if he could bring his family along.

"I think someday we're going to leave Earth," Bowersox predicted in response to one of the students' questions.  "We're going to move on out of our solar system out to the stars, and we're just taking the baby steps now.  Your generation will take us a lot farther, I hope."

Handling earth-station duties for the ARISS contact was Nancy Rocheleau, WH6PN, in Honolulu.  A WorldCom teleconferencing arrangement made two-way audio available on Cape Cod. Students selected were from Provincetown High School, Cape Cod Technical and Vocational School and Nauset Regional High School.

"The ARISS contact at the Marconi centennial event was a tremendous success," said Bauer.  "I must say that this contact was one of the more impressive and awe-inspiring ARISS contacts we have accomplished."  ARISS <http://ariss.gsfc.nasa.gov> is an international effort with support from ARRL, NASA and AMSAT.

Hosstraders Flea  Heads-Up

Tentative dates for 2003 are May 3 and October 4.  Dates will be confirmed soon.

FCC Warns Unlicensed Ops

FCC Letter, Vol. 22, No. 05

FCC Warns Unlicensed Ops.  Rescinds Repeaters Automatic Control Authority.

The FCC has sent warning notices to 10 individuals--eight of them Amateur Radio licensees--for operating without a license in the 11-meter band.  All but one of the operators lives in the Greater New York City area.

"Such operation will subject you to fine or imprisonment, as well as an in rem seizure of radio transmitting equipment, in cooperation with the United States Attorney for your jurisdiction," FCC Special Counsel Riley Hollingsworth wrote January 15.  He cited "monitoring information before the Commission" indicating that the individuals were transmitting on 26.540 and/or 26.555 MHz, frequencies allocated for government use.  Fines for unlicensed operation can run as high as $10,000.

In other enforcement actions, the FCC rescinded the automatic control authority of a repeater operated by Daniel Granda, KA6VHC, of Whittier, California.  The action means a control operator must be present at all times at the control point of the KA6VHC repeater.  FCC Los Angeles District Director Catherine Deaton wrote Granda January 13 to say the action was being taken because Granda's repeater was under review by the Enforcement Bureau for apparent violations of the FCC's rules.  Alleged violations include obscene and indecent communications, inadequate station control and deliberate interference.

Deaton told Granda that--under threat of fines and revocation proceedings--he may not operate his repeater under automatic control until the enforcement allegations are cleared up.

Last October, the FCC dismissed Granda's complaint against the KD6ZLZ and WA6NJJ repeaters on 223.82 and 223.84 MHz.  The FCC told Granda that his 16-year-old coordination document "was insufficient to establish coordination" and that he bears primary responsibility for preventing interference to the two repeaters because he cannot show current coordination.  Granda has told the FCC that he's been using the two frequencies "continuously for over 25 years." Hollingsworth told Granda,

however, that, even if he were properly coordinated 16 years ago, "coordination is not a lifetime grant" nor a de facto frequency assignment.

The FCC said it continues to receive complaints about deliberate interference from Granda's station to the two repeaters as well as allegations of obscene and/or indecent speech.  It's asked Granda to respond to the complainants.  In addition, the Commission wants Granda to provide "a detailed plan" to prevent interference to the KD6ZLZ and WA6NJJ repeaters or risk enforcement action.  Noting that Granda's license expires next November 9, Hollingsworth said the FCC would not act upon a renewal application until the enforcement issues were resolved.

The FCC also wrote a Florida amateur, John S. Gregory, W3ATE, letting him know that the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau had set aside his General-class upgrade on December 4.  As a result, Gregory reverts to a Tech Plus licensee.  The action, the FCC said, was based on complaints that Gregory--on more than one occasion in 2002--had operated his station on 20 meters while still licensed as a Technician.  The FCC issued Warning Notices to Gregory last May and June but said both were returned as "unclaimed."

The FCC gave Gregory 20 days to explain the alleged operation.  "Failure to respond will result in the dismissal of your application," Hollingsworth concluded.










