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Good February to everyone!! The sun is coming up a little earlier and going down a little later.  Pretty soon we will be complaining about the heat and how fast the grass is growing.

It is also getting closer to antennas hanging season.  Yeah, I know, antennas are supposed to put up in blinding snowstorms or, at least, in subzero weather.  But the older you get the smarter you get unless you’re a diehard foxhunter.  More on THAT later!  Seriously, Spring is a good time to check grounding systems, towers and the like.  Ground wires break in the ground and bolts loosen up during those Nor’Easters. 

I won’t be too hard on a certain foxhunter who will remain anonymous.  I already gave him a hard time during the rescue.  I’m just glad that he and his car got out of that situation with nothing more than a bruised ego and a lot of laughs.  I was just glad it wasn’t me for a change!!

This month’s meeting should be a great one.  We are going to have Ed and Bob demonstrate R/C model airplanes. Ed has a video he wants to show and both he and Bob are bringing in models.  I want to thank Bob Mandeville, N1EDM for setting up the meeting.  Next month’s meeting will be held at the EOC across the street in the police station.  More about that from Carl, N1FY, later on. See you at the meeting. Remember, everyday we survive is another day closer to Spring.  73, Bob

From The Secretaries Desk

MEETING OPENED: 2000 January 16, 2001

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

KA1DZA, N1EDM, W1GMF,N1PRK

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK: Treasury Report read. 

Motion: Accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter/Webpage.

Motion: Accept as published. Seconded/Accepted

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

The 2-meter repeater is doing fine.  Jay is still trying to figure out the controller and all its features.  Hopefully in the next few weeks some of the voice announcements will be installed.

The 440 Repeater broke down.  An investigation showed that the power supply has been blowing fuses.  Gil will be putting a new external power supply on it to see if the radio is ok.  Hopefully it is only the power supply

Jay brought up discussion on the 440 linking system that we had hoped to get installed.  There have been problems with the linking equipment and the system.  Carl suggested that presently we have enough going on and that we don't necessarily need the link.  All users of the 440 radio voiced their opinion on the subject of linking.  Having experienced the link for a short time all agreed that it was not a necessary item to put time and efforts into.

Joe W1JOE reminded the committee that Jeff N1ZZN was out looking for help with the system.  Carl stated that Jeff had said that it would be a long time before anything could be done from his link connection, regardless.

Motion: To table all efforts with the linking indefinitely. Seconded/Accepted

SKYWARN/ARES REPORT: Carl N1FYZ

Carl spoke about the Diamond HF Antenna being installed at the Bridgewater EOC.  In the near future there will be drills where he will need participation of the local hams.  There will also be a training drill set up in the near future.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Operating event at the Marconi Site on Thursday in Wellfleet.  All bands and modes will be in operation.  Look for callsign W1AA.  This is the 98th anniversary of Marconi's transmission to England.

2. Bruce K1HTN spoke about an electronic QSL system on the internet.  Point your browser towards EQSL.CC.

NEW MEMBER: 

Paul Hopkins: N1OIL

Richard Buckley: N1KMM

James Buckley: N1LMT

Meeting closed at 2130.

Guest Speakers this month were members of the Brockton Red Cross relating to Red Cross and Hams.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

February Meeting Activity

At the February meeting, Ed McSweeney, KB1CYX, and Bob Mandeville, N1EDM, will be bringing along their ‘other’ hobbies, namely, Radio Controlled airplanes.  You can have a peek inside to see how they work, and play with the transmitter.  Bob will bring along a trainer aircraft with a 6-foot wingspan.  Ed will be bringing his scale model AT-6 Texan.  No, the library won’t let us fly them in the meeting room.

In addition, Ed will also be bringing a video from his club’s summer activity.  It includes footage of actual model aircraft with true jet engines running at over 100,000 RPM!  (No, that’s not a typo).

There may even be a scale model of a WWII P-38 Lightning.  We’re not going to say who might bring it, but you might be surprised at who is involved in this hobby.  If you happen to be an R/C’er yourself, feel free to bring along your own pride and joy to show off as well.

Face it, everyone is interested in R/C planes, if only out of curiosity.  Drop on by and check them out!!

Digital Software for Hams

Digital HF Communications and station control

I would like to share a new piece of software for you digital HF enthusiasts called Hamscope, very similar to WinPSK, which I demonstrated at a previous meeting.  Hamscope is freeware, so just download it!  Using through your PC’s sound card, Hamscope can transmit and receive multiple digital modes (PSK31, RTTY, CW, ASCII, and the new MFSK16).  The connection between your rig and PC are the same as any of the other software’s that utilize the sound card for operation.  The setup and configuration is identical to WinPSK.  Hamscope created by Glen Hansen, KD5HIO, using the same code shared by Moe Wheatley, AE4JY, the creator of WinPSK.  It has the added capabilities of controlling your rig as well as reporting to a logging program.  MFSK16 is a new mode introduced in the January 2001 QST.  It has improved performance over PSK31 and RTTY but appears to be a little harder to tune.  One interesting fact is these modes use techniques developed in the ‘60s.

Another piece of software I would like to share is called YPlog created by Tony Field, VE6YP.  This software has a shareware version that is stripped down, but for a one time fee of $50 you will get all the updates and support.  Its purpose is station control and logging.  It works most of the big 3’s HF,VHF,UHF rigs from the late ‘80s to current.  Some radios need an interface like Icom’s CT17 but most Yaesu’s have a built-in serial connection.  It will provide you with transceiver control, logging, and packet.

An example would be that you connect to the DX cluster and see something you would like to work.  Double click your mouse on that DX spot and the software will tune your radio to that frequency and mode, and enter that station into the log.  The log will then interface with a CD like QRZ and update the stations’ information into your log.  It will even interface with WinPSK for logging.

Where to find the software:

Hamscope   http://users.mesatop.com/~ghansen/

WinPSK    http://aintel.bi.ehu.es/psk31.html 

YPlog   http://www.nucleus.com/~field/
Good PSK site with interface diagrams. http://www.qsl.net/wm2u/psk31.html

Initial Sort

Art Holmes W1RZF

[Editors note: Bob Pratt received the following message, and forwarded it to MARANews.  This will be a topic of discussion at the next meeting.  It’s a lot of fun!  We hope the club will approve of doing this activity.]

Hello,

The ARRL W1 QSL Bureau has reorganized and has shifted its base of operation to central Massachusetts.

The ARRL provides an outgoing QSL Bureau and an incoming QSL bureau for DX QSL cards.  The W1 QSL Bureau handles all incoming DX QSL’s for the First call area.  The W1 QSL Bureau is very popular.  We process about 600,000 QSL cards a year on a 6-week cycle using a 100% volunteer staff.

I am writing to your club because we need your assistance processing QSL’s.  Let me tell you how easy it is to process them:

Cards are mailed from the DX country outgoing QSL bureau directly to our PO box.  The cards are distributed to the initial sorters.  The initial sorters sort the QSL’s by the first letter in the call suffix.  The QSL’s are then returned to the bureau.

The QSL’s are repackaged by the first letter of the suffix and distributed to 26 final sorters.  The final sorters sort the cards to specific calls and mail them to the hams.  This is where we need your clubs help - doing the initial sorting.

Sorting can be a rewarding club activity, providing experienced hams with an opportunity to contribute to the service they have used for years and provides an introduction to DXing for the new ham.

If you are willing, we will ship you the cards, show you how to sort them, and supply any needed material.  Give it a try!  Just give me a date when you would like to do it.  Then, we will agree on a number of cards and your club will be part of the W1 QSL Bureau.

We are also looking for individual hams who would like to do presorting.  They would handle 2000 cards every 6 to 8 weeks.

Thanks, Art Holmes  W1RZF

W1RZF@QNCI.NET
Amateur Radio Giant Bill Orr, W6SAI, SK

SB ARLX003

Amateur Radio legend William I. ''Bill'' Orr, W6SAI, of Menlo Park, California, died in his sleep January 24.  He was 81.

An ARRL member, Orr was best known for his numerous amateur radio books and reference works, many aimed at beginners.  His titles include The Radio Handbook, The Beam Antenna Handbook, The Quad Antenna Handbook, The VHF-UHF Manual and The W6SAI HF Antenna Handbook, some written in collaboration with Stu Cowan, W2LX.

Licensed in 1934 at age 15 as W2HCE in New York, Orr graduated in electrical engineering from the University of California in the early 1940s.

In his younger years, Orr was a well-known DXer and DXCC Honor Roll member.  He also was involved in DXpeditions to various exotic locations, including St Pierre and Miquelon and Monaco, among other locales.

From the 1940s through the 1980s, Orr was a frequent contributor to QST, writing about tube-type amplifiers, Project OSCAR, and other topics.  Orr constructed some of the amplifiers once used at ARRL Maxim Memorial Station W1AW.

For many years Orr worked with tube manufacturer EIMAC.  Orr's application notes for EIMAC products were favorite reading within the amateur community.  In later years, Orr penned columns for Ham Radio magazine and, more recently, for CQ.

In 1996, Orr was named the Dayton Hamvention Technical Excellence award winner.

Chip Margelli, K7JA, of Yaesu, said Orr's readers always could build his projects knowing that Orr had tested them in the field first to be sure they worked.

Long-time friend Willard ''Tiff'' Tiffany, W6GNX, said Orr had a knack for making technical topics easy to follow and understand.  He remembered Orr as ''a friendly, helpful guy who wrote from the heart because he enjoyed doing it.''  Another friend, Marv Gonsior, W6FR, says Orr ''had a great sense of humor, a lot of wit about him.''

Orr owned a condominium in Maui, Hawaii, and operated from there two or three times a year as KH6ADR.

Orr's wife, Sunny, died about five years ago, and he lived alone. He is survived by four daughters and a son.  Arrangements are incomplete at this time.

ARRL Takes Part in ITU Study of Unwanted Emissions

ARLB004

The ARRL Technical Relations Office in Washington participated in just-completed International Telecommunication Union studies of ''unwanted emissions'' in the radio spectrum.  Unwanted emissions consist of out-of-band and spurious emissions. The ITU-Radio Communication Sector has conducted two multi-year studies of out-of-band and spurious emissions during the past decade.

ARRL Technical Relations Manager Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, chaired a second-round task group with an international membership, drafting out-of-band emission specifications. ARRL Lab Supervisor Ed Hare, W1RFI, and his staff participated in task group meetings and provided technical support to the League's Washington office.  Representatives of the International Amateur Radio Union also took part.

''Had we not invested all those hours and travel, the amateur and amateur-satellite services probably would have some unwanted emission limits that would be more difficult to meet and make amateur equipment more costly,'' Rinaldo said.  The panel's recommendations are being circulated to governments for final approval.

Out-of-band emissions are those falling outside the necessary bandwidth of a signal and are the result of modulation.  ''Amateurs know them as key clicks and splatter,'' Rinaldo said. The ITU defines spurious emissions as emissions beyond 250% of the necessary bandwidth, but the definition is still under debate.  Spurious levels already are spelled out in the international Radio Regulations.  ARRL Lab tests have shown that amateur gear could meet a standard of –50 dB relative to main signal for HF and -70 dB for VHF bands and above.

Out-of-band limits for amateur equipment were agreed upon at the final task group meeting last year, and Rinaldo says these are consistent with the idea of establishing a safety net--not stringent levels of emission.  A suite of ITU-R recommendations on unwanted emissions is being circulated and should be approved by mid-year.

More work lies ahead for the ARRL Washington staff. Radio astronomers and earth-exploration passive services are not satisfied with present levels of unwanted emissions from satellites and are concerned about interference to their sensitive receivers. A new ITU task group is studying the issue and preparing information for presentation at WRC-03.

What a Difference a Generation Makes

By Nancy Kramer, N1RAG 

1970: Long Hair

2000: Longing for hair

1970: The perfect high

2000: The perfect high yield mutual fund

1970: Keg

2000: EKG

1970: Acid Rock

2000: Acid Reflux

1970: Moving to California because it's cool

2000: Moving to California because it's warm

1970: Growing pot

2000: Growing pot belly

1970: Watching John Glenn's historic flight with your parents

2000: Watching John Glenn's historic flight with your children

1970: Trying to look like Marlon Brando or Elizabeth Taylor

2000: Trying NOT to look like Marlon Brando / Elizabeth Taylor

1970: Seeds and stems

2000: Roughage

1970: Our president's struggle with Fidel

2000: Our (former) president's struggle with fidelity

1970: Paar

2000: AARP

1970: Killer weed

2000: Weed killer

1970: Hoping for a BMW

2000: Hoping for a BM

1970: The Grateful Dead

2000: Dr. Kevorkian

1970: Getting out to a new, hip joint

2000: Getting a new hip joint

1970: Rolling Stones

2000: Kidney stones

1970: Being called into the principal's office

2000: Calling the principal's office

1970: Screw the system!

2000: Upgrade the system

1970: Peace sign

2000: Mercedes logo

1970: Parents begging you to get your hair cut

2000: Children begging you to get their heads shaved

1970: Passing the driver's test

2000: Passing the vision test

1970: Whatever

2000: Depends

We found this photo….

[image: image2.png]



We were rummaging around our hard drive and found a digitized photo of friend and fellow ham Steve Powers, WA1WED (SK).  We thought it might bring back a memory or two.

AO-40 Report Suggests Damage to Antenna Systems

ARLS003

The latest information on AO-40 suggests that the satellite might have suffered antenna system damage when it went silent last December 13.  The satellite stopped transmitting while ground controllers were testing the 400-newton propulsion system.

AMSAT-DL Vice President and AO-40 team member Peter Guelzow, DB2OS, reports that efforts to restart the 2-meter transmitter continue to be unsuccessful.  The satellite had been sending telemetry via the 2-meter transmitter when it quit transmitting last month.

Guelzow said this week that while the 2-meter, 70 cm and 1.2 GHz receivers are working on the high-gain antennas, none of them will work on the omnidirectional antennas.  He speculated that either the omnidirectional antennas or the cabling or the antenna relays are damaged.  Additional tests will be carried out, he said, including testing the VHF transmitter using the omnidirectional antennas.

Plans also call to test the 70-cm transmitter on both the high-gain and omnidirectional antennas, once the spacecraft's spin rate has been reduced and AO-40's heat-dissipation mechanism is working again.

Guelzow said that AO-40's attitude control system is fully functional - something that would be critical to keeping the satellite in orbit on a long-term basis.  But, the sun sensor's electronics have quit working, and, Guelzow said, without sun and attitude information, no magnetorquing can be performed.

AO-40 team leader Karl Meinzer, DJ4ZC, was reported to be developing a software fix that does not rely on data from the sun sensor.  It will be tested soon.

Guelzow expressed the hope that once the sun angle and antenna-pointing capabilities have been established, the ground crews will have a better chance to check out the status of the 2 meter and 70 cm transmitters through ''better-controlled and suitable experiments.''

He indicated that AO-40's arcjet thrusters and the reaction wheels will also undergo testing as soon as possible.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Bob Pratt, KA1DZA

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FYZ

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  WA1GDJ-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 
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