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December 2011

Volume 50 Issue 12

Secretary’s Report

MARA Minutes 11/15/2011

18:30 Meeting called to order by Barry N1EZH

Present were: Barry, N1EZH; Bob, N1LCY; Dino, KB1RXQ; Joe, KA1JBE; Bruce, NI1X; Carl, N1FY; Jay, N1FDX; William, KA1TXK; Rick, KB1TEE; Loren, N1IQI; David, WA1UMT; and Walt, W!WCF

Secretary’s Report accepted as printed in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report  -Accepted as read by Carl N1FY

Tuesday & Saturday nite net – help still needed.

EOC drill successful

Repeater Report – Seems to be OK for now

SE Weather Conference – Carl  ~ 400 people in attendance

VE Exams moved  - contact  K1WN this Saturday

Genisis Club Holiday party K1JJX  or KB1SRO 12/18

Taunton Club Xmas party

MARA Holiday party 3rd Tuesday in Jan  - Pot Luck

Whitman Club -  Plymouth Plantation talk-in 147.225  11/26 – 11/27 Sat & Sun

Norwell & Scituate Repeaters  have changed freqs.

Increase in Amateur Radio operators this past year.

Meeting adjourned 18:53

Presentation: Remote Base by  Joe, KB1JBE

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Keene

MARA Secretary

Next Meeting:  
As in past recent years the will  be no  physical December meeting.

Instead there will be a meetingon the air at 8:00 PM on the 147.180 

Repeater . See you there. 

 There will be no  SkyWarn Net on Sat December 24 or

31st as they are Christmas Eve and New Years Eve respectively.

January Meeting
We will have our regular meeting at the Bridgewater Library on

Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at 6:30 PM.
Scituate And Norwell Repeaters Swap  Frequencies

145.390 (AC1M/R) will now be the Norwell repeater, with all of the features and links previously available on 145.250. 145.390 is a much cleaner frequency that does not suffer from the cable leakage that we have experienced in many areas on 145.250. Several months back, W1QWT moved the repeater out of his garage, and we were testing it at a lower coverage site in Norwell. We all thank W1QWT for maintaining the 39 machine for MANY years! You will now need a PL of 67.0 Hz to get into the 145.390 repeater in Norwell. The tone is on the input and output, so tone squelch can be used. The reason the tone was changed from 88.5, is because for some reason the Mt. Equinox repeater in Vermont would come through on many radios programmed with 88.5, even though their tone is 100.0... doesn't make much sense, but 67.0 takes care of this problem. 

  145.390 is linked 90% of the time with 443.600, and can be accessed via EchoLink at NS1N-R and IRLP node 4320. 39 will now be the repeater used for the RACES nets on the 1st Monday of each month at 8 PM as well as the ARES net (linked with the MMRA) at 8:30. 39 will also link up with the MMRA each weeknight between 9:55 and 11 for the Heavy Hitters Traffic Net. 145.390 is also now the repeater with the IDAS digital repeater, for those of you using IDAS/NXDN, as it was previously on 145.250 the RAN is 1. For analog users, it's a good idea to program the tone squelch so you don't hear the digital noise. 

  145.250 (W1QWT/R) is now at the test site, also in Norwell, now with a PL of 77.0 in and out. Please do program tone squelch on your radios if you have it, as it will eliminate listening to all the cable leakage as you drive around. The 77.0 was chosen because 67.0 is on the output of one of the WB2BQW repeaters in NY. We have plans to move this repeater to a new, better location, TBA. 

FCC Commissioner Michael Copps Announces Resignation

On Monday, December 5, FCC Commissioner Michael Copps notified President Obama that he would resign as Commissioner effective January 1, 2012. If the Senate does not confirm a successor prior to Copps' departure, the FCC would be down to three commissioners: two Democrats and one Republican. Only three sitting Commissioners may be members of the same political party. At present, Chairman Julius Genachowski, Copps and Mignon Clyburn are Democrats. Robert McDowell is the lone Republican since Meredith Attwell Baker left the Commission in June 2010.

"Yesterday, I submitted to the President notice of my intention to resign my post as Commissioner effective January 1, 2012," Copps said in a press release. "Should the Senate confirm my successor prior to that date, or should the Senate adjourn sine die before January 1, I would of course be leaving sooner."

New Rules for 60 Meters Have Yet to Take Effect
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Last month, the FCC released a Report & Order (R&O) detailing new rules for the 5 MHz (60 meters) Amateur Radio band. These rules have not been published in the Federal Register. In order to be official, the rules must be published in the Federal Register and will take effect 30 days after the publication date. Any radio amateur who is operating under the new rules before this time is in violation of the current rules. The official date for these new rules will be announced on the ARRL website as soon as the information is available.

	


The high altitude balloon released by the California Near Space project traveled more than 6000 miles before it burst in the Mediterranean Sea. 


Amateur Radio Balloon Flight Crosses Atlantic, Sets Records

Ron Meadows, K6RPT, and his son Lee -- leaders of the California Near Space Project -- successfully launched an Amateur Radio high altitude balloon from San Jose, California on Sunday, December 11 at 4:43 PM PST. The balloon reached a cruise altitude between 105,000 and 115,000 feet, where it continued its travel across the United States, the Atlantic Ocean and Spain and into the Mediterranean Sea. For most of its trip, the balloon traveled at about 150 miles per hour and eventually covered 6236 great circle miles in just 57 hours 2 minutes. According to the CNSP, this is a new Amateur Radio balloon flight record for both distance and duration.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic  Flea Market  ***  DATES  *** 2011 P 1 of 2

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

  2012                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

4 Feb Agusta ME AARA @Club Calumet                   Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075 A+

11 Feb Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor      John 860 673 0518  +

18 Feb Marlboro MA AARC @MidSc $5@9 $20/T@7       Timothy KA1OS 508 919 6136  +

25 Feb S Burlington VT HAM-CON @HI I89x14 $8@8 $15@6 Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 

25 Feb N Conway NH WMARC @ComCtr                   Thaire W2APF 603 447 2376 A+

4 Mar Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevitHall             Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937 A+

10 Mar Feeding Hills MA MtTARA @TurnverneinClb       Mary N1TOY 413 222 1990  +

18 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15        Norm W3IZ 860 584 1403 F

25 Mar Framingham MA FARA @KeefeTech                  Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012  

14 Ap Montreal PQ MARC @RCL Hall $5@9 $10/T@8:15          James 514 990 1965 W+

15 April Cambridge MA            FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

28 Ap Gales Ferry CT RASON Auction @FireCo          Gary WT1SND 860 884 4218  

4,5 May Deerfield NH Nearfest XI @FG                 Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235  

12 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FD $6@8 +$6/sp@6        Glenn W2BK 518 482 5584  

20 May Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

2 June Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Outdoor     John 860 673 0518  +

16 June Newington CT NARL @StMarySch                 Steve WV1X 860 594 0265  

17 June Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

15 July Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

12 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @BoweFld $5@9 $10/T            Tim KE3HT 413 822 7075  +

19 August Cambridge MA           FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

8 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7             Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385  

15 Sept Forestdale RI RIAFMRS @VFW $5/Sp@8           Rick K1KYI 401 864 9611  

15 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Outdoor    John 860 673 0518  +

16 Sept Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

21 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

27 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799 T

28 Oct Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevitHall            Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937 A+

2 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 237 4666  

3 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7   Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422 F+

1 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518  +

FASTRAC-1 Satellite Digipeater Active

As of 1600 UTC December 2, the FASTRAC-1 satellite (FO-69) is open for use as a packet radio digipeater. Anyone with a 1200 baud packet TNC and a VHF/UHF FM transceiver can try it. If you own satellite tracking software, you'll find the latest orbital elements on the FASTRAC Web site. FASTRAC-1 receives at 145.825 MHz and transmits at 437.345 MHz. The digipeater alias is FAST1. To connect to ARRL Headquarters station W1AW through FASTRAC-1, for example, you would send the following packet:

C W1AW VIA FAST1
Reports of your results are welcome via e-mail, or at the FASTRAC Facebook page.

This Week on the Radio

· December 16 -- NCCC Sprint Ladder; Russian 160 Meter Contest; AGB-Party Contest

· December 17 -- OK DX RTTY Contest; RAC Winter Contest; Feld Hell Sprint

· December 17, 2011-January 1, 2012 -- Lighthouse Christmas Lights QSO Party

· December 17-18 -- Stew Perry Topband Challenge; Croatian CW Contest

· December 18 -- ARRL Rookie Roundup (CW); QRP ARCI Holiday Spirits Homebrew Sprint

· December 19 -- Run for the Bacon QRP Contest

Next Week On the Radio
· December 28 -- SKCC Sprint

· December 28-29 -- CWops Mini-CWT Test

· December 29 -- NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint

· January 1 -- ARRL Straight Key Night; SARTG New Year RTTY Contest; AGCW Happy New Year Contest

· January 3 -- ARS Spartan Sprint

· January 6 -- NCCC Sprint Ladder

DX NEWS

ROTUMA, 3D2.  Antoine, 3D2AG is QRV as 3D2AG/p until January 9,

2012.  Activity is on 80 to 6 meters using SSB and CW.  This is a

green operation with him using batteries charged by solar cells.

QSL direct to home call.

TUNISIA, 3V.  Ash, KF5EYY plans to be QRV as 3V8SS in the ARRL 10

Meter contest as a Single Op/Low Power entry.  QSL via LX1NO.

SRI LANKA, 4S.  Peter, DC0KK will be QRV as 4S7KKG from December 12

to March 10, 2012.  Activity will be on the HF bands using mostly CW

with RTTY, PSK and WSJT.  QSL to home call.

CHINA, BY.  Rick, K1NIU will be QRV as BA1BJ from Beijing on

December 10 and 11.  The rare suffix is a classic Chinese style

reference to Beijing.  Activity will be on all HF bands using SSB.

QSL direct to home call.

CHILE, CE.  Hector, CE3FZL will be QRV from Santiago during the ARRL

10 Meter contest.  QSL to home call.

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, DA.  Special event station DP30OVW is

QRV until December 31 to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the

German OV I45 noch.  QSL via bureau.

SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, E5.  Bill, N7OU will be QRV as E51NOU from

Rarotonga in the ARRL 10 Meter contest using CW only.  QSL to home

call.

IRAN, EP.  Pooyan, EP3PK has been QRV on 20 meters using SSB around

1300z.  QSL via IK2DUW.

ETHIOPIA, ET.  A group of operators plan to operate from club

station ET3AA and from ET3SID until December 13 while working at the

University of Addis Ababa.  QSL both calls for only this particular

operation in December, via N2OO.

THAILAND, HS.  Karl, K4YT will be QRV as HS0ZDG in the ARRL 10 Meter

contest.  QSL to home call.

JAPAN, JA.  Special event station 8J6HAM will be QRV from December

10 to March 5, 2012 for the 11th West Japan Ham Fair.  QSL all HF

contacts via bureau and all satellite contacts via JA6PL.

US VIRGIN ISLANDS, KP2.  Chuck, WA0ROI is QRV as WP2/WA0ROI until

December 13.  He will be active as NP2N in the ARRL 10 Meter

contest.  QSL to home call.

ARGENTINA, LU.  A group of operators will be QRV as LR2F in the ARRL

10 Meter contest as a Multi/Single entry.  QSL via LU2FA.

BRAZIL, PY.  Operators PY2ADR, PY2TIM and PY2WC will be QRV as ZY2C

in the ARRL 10 Meter contest as a Multi Op entry.  QSL via PY2ADR.

PALAU, T8.  Ark, UA4CC is QRV as T8CC until December 16.  Activity

is holiday style on the HF bands using all modes.  QSL to home call.

EUROPEAN RUSSIA, UA.  Special event station R1941RB is QRV until

December 11 in remembrance of the Battle of Moscow 70 years ago.

QSL via R2DX.

ANTIGUA, V2.  Dan, K6IF is QRV as V25R from Gunthorpes, Saint

George, IOTA NA-100, until December 11.  Activity is on 40 and 20

meters but mostly during the ARRL 10 Meter contest.  QSL to home

call.

MICRONESIA, V6.  Janet, KL7MF and Chip, K7JA are QRV as V63QQ and

V63RR, respectively, from Pohnpei, IOTA OC-010, until December 12.

Activity is holiday style on 20 to 6 meters.  QSL both calls via

K7JA.

NIUE, ZK2.  Chris is QRV as ZK2V until December 20 and has been

active using CW on 60 meters around 1200z.  QSL via N3SL.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

Vice-President: Barry Kennedy N1EZH

Treasurer: Phil McNamara N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

APRS Node
Node 144.39  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4

Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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