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MARA MINUTES

11/16/2010

6:30pm:  Meeting called to order by Pete N1NVV at Bridgewater Public Library

Present were: 

Carl, N1FY; Jim, N1LKJ; Dave, WA1UMT; Bruce, NI1X; Barry, N1EZH; Jeff, N1ZZN; Walt, W1WCF; Jay, N1FDX; Pete, N1NVV; Bob, N1LCY; and Phil, N1XTB.

Secretary’s Report accepted as printed in the newsletter

Treasurer’s Report accepted as read by Phil N1XTB


Repeater Report – Repeaters seem to be operating as normal.

EOC Drill today – went smoothly today.

SKYWARN  Recognition Day Dec 5th
New section manager K9HI Phil Temples

Rick WB1TEE & Bill N1TXK added to club roster - welcome

T-shirts are in from Brockton Triathlon – see Carl if you are owed one

Coffee pot found by Pete – set up on the back table – Thanks Pete

No Dec meeting - Jan Meeting will be Pot Luck @ Middleboro bank bldg same as last year. Third Tuesday in January.

DX-pedition video Midway Island  was presented.

Whitman Club at Plymouth Plantation Nov 26th & 27th Free admission if operating or attending special event station

Safter’s lost their lease – needs to vacate 

Foxhunt Saturday 10am

Meeting adjourned 7: 08pm

There will be no December Meeting

Next Meeting :  January 16, 2011   6:30 pm  at  Eastern Bank  Building

In Middleboro.   Pot Luck  dinner

The Annual Holiday Party  will be a pot-luck dinner to be held in 

Middleboro in the Eastern Bank building  This is the same location as last year. If  you are planning to  attend  please contact me at N1NVV@ W1MV.org.  with the number attending and  what you are planning to bring.  We would like to know  as soon as possible. We will be sending an email with the details once we

have a final count of those attending.

Hams Invited to Listen for New Satellites
Five research satellites were carried to orbit Friday evening aboard a Minotaur V rocket from Kodiak Island, Alaska. All the satellites use Amateur Radio frequencies and hams have been invited to participate in their missions by monitoring and collecting data.

The FASTRACs are two relatively small “nanosatellites” built by students at the University of Texas-Austin. They enter orbit as a single spacecraft, but then separate into FASTRAC 1, known as “Sara Lily,” and FASTRAC 2, referred to as “Emma.” Both satellites use 1200 or 9600 baud AX.25 digital communication and transmit at 1 W output, so they should be receivable with omnidirectional VHF or UHF antennas and decodable by ordinary packet radio hardware and software. 

                                                FASTRAC 1    FASTRAC 2
Downlink(1200/9600 Baud)   437.345 MHz    145.825 MHz

Beacon (1200 Baud)               437.345 MHz   145.825 MHz

Uplink (1200 Baud)                145.980 MHz    435.025 MHz

Uplink (9600 Baud)                145.825 MHz    437.345 MHz

Satellite Call Sign                   FAST1                        FAST2

After their scientific missions are complete, the satellites will be reconfigured to function as digipeater relays for Amateur Radio use as part of the Automatic Packet Reporting System (APRS).

NCVEC Releases New General Class Question Pool

The new General class question pool is valid from July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2015

The Question Pool Committee (QPC) of the National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC) released the new General class (Element 3) question pool on Tuesday, December 7. This new question pool -- including graphics and diagrams -- will become effective for all General class examinations administered on or after July 1, 2011; it will remain valid until June 30, 2015. The current General question pool that became effective July 1, 2007 will expire June 30, 2011. The new General pool contains 457 questions, from which 35 are selected for an Element 3 examination. The current Technician class question pool that was effective July 1, 2010 is valid through June 30, 2014. The current Amateur Extra class pool that was effective July 1, 2008 is valid until June 30, 2012.

New Rules Governing Vanity, Club Station Call Signs to Take Effect February 14, 2011
On Wednesday, December 15, new rules affecting vanity and club station call signs within the Amateur Radio Service were published in the Federal Register. These new rules will go into effect on February 14, 2011. Thirteen months ago, the FCC announced its intention to modify Part 97 as it applies to the vanity call sign system and club station call signs, aligning the rules to prior Commission decisions. Last month, the Commission released a Report and Order (R&O), outlining its decision. Along with the changes to the call sign rules, the FCC made "certain minor, non-substantive amendments" to portions of Part 97.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2010
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

New England Area   Ham - Electronic  Flea Market  ***  DATES  *** 2011 P 1 of 2

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

**************************************************************************************************************

2011                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

19 Feb Marlborough MA AARC @MS $5@9 $20/T@6:30        Tim KA1OS 978 333 0067 F+

20 Feb Westford MA GBARC RadioXLII $12@8 @Regency Antique       866 371 0512 F+

26 Feb Colchester VT HAM-CON @Hampton $8@8 $15@6:30  Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 T

5 Mar Feeding Hills MA MtTARA @TurnverneinClb        Mary N1TOY 413 967 4008  

20 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15        Norm W3IZ 860 584 1403 F+

3 April Framingham MA FARA @KeefeTech $5@9 $25/T      Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012  

16 Ap Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30  Charlie 603 898 4821 F+

17 April Cambridge MA            FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

                   Third Sunday April thru October      

29,30 April Deerfield NH Nearfest IX @FG             Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T+

30 Ap 1 My Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~ John 781 592 2553  +

14 May E Greenbush NY EGARA @FD $6@8 +$6?sp@6        Tom KC2FCP 518 272 1492  +

15 May Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

19 June Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

17 July Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

21 Aug Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

10 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7                Al KA1IEG 518 677 3316  +

18 Sept Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

1 Oct Manchester NH NHAntqRC @Bingo $10 @7:30 $3 @8:30  Charlie 603 898 4821 T+

14,15 Oct Deerfield NH Nearfest X @FG                Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T+

16 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F+

15,16 Oct Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~  John 781 592 2553  +\

This Week on the Radio

This week:
· December 17 -- NCCC Sprint Ladder; Russian 160 Meter Contest; AGB-Party Contest

· December 18 -- OK DX RTTY Contest; RAC Winter Contest

· December 18-January 2 -- Lighthouse Christmas Lights QSO Party

· December 18-19 -- Stew Perry Topband Challenge; Croatian CW Contest

· December 19 -- ARRL Rookie Roundup (CW); ARCI Holiday Spirits Homebrew Sprint

· December 20 -- Run for the Bacon QRP Contest

· December 22 -- SKCC Sprint

Next week and beyond:
· January 1 -- ARRL Straight Key Night; SARTG New Year RTTY Contest; AGCW Happy New Year Contest; AGCW VHF/UHF Contest

· January 1-2 -- Original QRP Contest

· January 4 -- ARS Spartan Sprint

· January 7 -- NCCC Sprint Ladder

· January 8 -- Midwinter Contest (CW)

· January 8-9 -- ARRL RTTY Roundup; North American QSO Party (CW); Michigan QRP January (CW); Contest Hunting Lions in the Air Contest; EUCW 160 Meter Contest; WW PMC Contest

· January 9 -- NRAU-Baltic Contest (CW); Midwinter Contest (Phone); NRAU-Baltic Contest (SSB)

· January 12-13 -- CWops Mini-CWT Test

DX NEWS

SRI LANKA, 4S.  Peter, DC0KK is QRV as 4S7KKG until March 13.  He is

active on the HF bands using mostly RTTY, PSK and WSJT.  QSL direct

to home call.

SIERRA LEONE, 9L.  Stephen, G7BXU will be QRV as 9L1BXU from

Freetown December 19 to January 7.   Activity will be on the HF

bands.  QSL to home call.

TONGA, A3.  Dave, W6ZL is QRV as A35KL from Foa Island, IOTA OC-169,

until December 20.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters using mainly CW,

but also with some SSB and RTTY as well.  QSL to home call.

ANGOLA, S2.  Craig is QRV as D2SG and has been active on 12 meters

around 1500z.  QSL via GM4FDM.

PHILIPPINES, DU.  Hans, DL5SDF is now QRV with his new call sign

4F9HXB from Mindanao, IOTA OC-130.  He is generally active on 160 to

20 meters using CW.  QSL to home call.

SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, E5.  Guilo, IW3HVB will be QRV as E51HVB from

Rarotonga Island, IOTA OC-013, from December 20 to 24.  Activity is

on 40 to 10 meters using SSB, with an emphasis on 40 and 20 meters.

QSL to home call.

JERSEY, GJ.  Antonio, CT1EDX is QRV as GJ/home call until January 1.

QSL to home call.

BANGLADESH, S2.  Operators JH1AJT, JP1TRJ, JJ1LIB, KL2A, DS4EOI and

A51HI are QRV as S21YX from Dhaka until December 21.  Activity is on

160 to 10 meters, with an emphasis on 160, 80 and 40 meters, using

CW and SSB with two stations active.  QSL via JH1AJT.

ICELAND, TF.  Thor, TF4M has been QRV on 80 meters between 1100 and

1200z.  QSL to home call.

GUATEMALA, TG.  Martin, DL5RMH is QRV as TG9/home call from

Guatemala City until January 13.  Activity is on 40 to 10 meters

using CW.  He is mainly active on 30 meters.  QSL to home call.

MACQUARIE ISLAND, VK0.  Kevin is QRV as VK0KEV and is here until

April 30.  Of late he has been active on 15 meters using RTTY around

2230z.  QSL via JE1LET.

ANTARCTICA.  Mike, VP8DMH is QRV as VP8DMH/p on the British

Antarctic Survey's Fossil Bluff station on Alexander Island, IOTA

AN-018.  He is here for about two weeks.  He is active on 40, 20 and

17 meters using mainly SSB.  QSL via operator's instructions.

CHAGOS ISLAND, VQ9.  Larry, N0QM is QRV as VQ9LA and is here until

January 24.  He has been active using RTTY on 30 and 20 meters

around 0130z.  QSL to home call.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
Bridge APRS Node 145.09  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4

Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

DX Clusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor    maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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