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Founded February 6, 1962

December 2009

Volume 48 Issue 11
Secretary’s Report

MARA Minutes

November 17, 2009 Bridgewater EOC

20:00 Meeting called to order by: Pete N1NVV

Introductions:

Present were Bob, N1LCY; Loren, N1IQI; Roy, KB1CYV; Alan, N1MXH; Barry, N1EZH; Jeff, N1ZZN; Bruce, NI1X; Steve, N1JFU; Carl, N1FY; Jeanne, KB1TEI; Peter, KB1TDX; Pete, N1NVV; Phil, N1XTB; and Walt, W1WCF

Treasurer’s Report accepted as read by Phil N1XTB.

Any and all donations are welcomed.

Repeater Report: No issues have been reported – Repeaters operating normally

Discussion of a new meeting site

Dec 7th Monday 6-9pm Pilgrim Desktop Drill  - please attend if interested.

Bridgewater EOC

Mish Micheals presentation Wed night. Nov 18, 2009 Whitman Hanson High School

Also MMRA Pave Paws presentation Milton Library on the same night

Magellan Roadmate GPS still up for grabs for a donation to the club

Two new members accepted Jeanne, KB1TEI and Peter, KB1DTX

10 am Fox Hunt 146.535 Whitman and vicinity Whitman ARC

Plymouth Plantation  Thanksgiving weekend Whitman Amateur Radio Club

9am –3pm Nov 28th 29th
20:46 Meeting Adjourned

.

Notes From The Field
There will be no December Meeting

Next Meeting :    January 19, 2009  8:00 pm  at the Annual Holiday Party
 Important Desktop Drill  in December

A desktop drill took place on December 7, 2009, from 6:00 to 9:00 pm at the EOC.  15 MARA members participated 

The Magellan Roadmate  GPS  was purchased by Walt  W1WCF
The Annual Holiday Party  will be a pot-luck dinner to be held in 

Middleboro in the Eastern Bank building  If  you are planning to 

attend  and have not replied to my previous email please contact me at 

N1NVV@ W1MV.org.  with the number attending and  what you are planning 

to bring.  We would like to know  as soon as possible. At the present time 

we need desserts. We will be sending an email with the details once we
have a final count of those attending.

New Technician Question Pool
The Question Pool Committee (QPC) of the National Conference of

Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC) is due to release the new

Technician class (Element 2) question pool to the 14 VECs on

December 1, 2009; it will be released to the public in January 2010.

Each question pool for the three Amateur Radio license classes --

Technician, General and Amateur Extra -- is reviewed on a four-year

rotation. This new Technician class pool will become effective on

July 1, 2010.

According ARRL Assistant VEC Manager Perry Green, WY1O, the QPC

reviews the three question pools every four years to ensure that the

questions are kept current with the latest amateur practice and

technology, as well as addresses information relevant to that

particular license class. "In the case of the Technician pool, the

question set should provide for the new Technician licensee to be

able to establish his station and operate it legally, courteously

and safely. The Technician question pool and exam are intended to be

the beginning of the journey into the Amateur Radio Service. It

prepares the person for the enjoyment of operating, and that of

preparing to learn electronics, the cornerstone of the education

needed to obtain the further enjoyment that can come with the higher

license classes."

FCC Looks to Revise, Clarify Vanity Call Sign Rules

On Wednesday, November 25, the FCC issued a Notice of Proposed Rule

Making (NPRM) -- WT Docket No. 09-209 -- seeking to amend the

Commission's Amateur Radio Service rules to clarify certain rules

and codify existing procedures governing the vanity call sign

system, as well as revise certain rules applicable to club stations.

According to the FCC, almost 80,000 licensees have replaced their

sequentially issued Amateur Radio call signs with a vanity call sign

since the program began in 1996. When the program began, the

Commission established what they called "the broad outlines" of the

vanity call sign system, concluding that call signs generally should

not be available for reassignment for two years following the death

of a licensee, or expiration or termination of the license for that

call sign. In doing so, the Commission made exceptions for former

holders of the call sign, close relatives of a deceased former

holder and club stations of which a deceased former holder was a

member.

The Commission did not, however, specify all of the procedures

governing the vanity call sign system, but indicated that the

procedures "would be set out in the Public Notices announcing

'starting gates' for the groups receiving initial priority and that

the procedures would be adjusted from gate to gate as experience

dictated." The procedures announced in the Public Notices announcing

the gates are still in effect, but they are not set forth in the

Commission's Rules.
New  Testing  Apps  Available for Ipod Touch and iPhone
ARRL is pleased to announce the availability of a new suite of Amateur Radio mobile software -- designed specifically for use with the Apple's iPhone and iPod Touch. The applications -- or "apps" -- are named ARRL Technician, ARRL General and ARRL Extra and function as an electronic version of practice exam flash cards. Amateur Radio exam candidates can use the applications as a study companion to the ARRL license manuals and classroom instruction. The apps include all the possible questions and answers that will be on each of the license tests. Users can flag questions that need more review, segment questions for study by sub-element, or even study the questions in a random order. The ARRL apps are produced and sold by McSnyder Software who has partnered with ARRL to provide the iPhone app series. McSnyder has also produced study applications for other organizations -- including exam preparation software for standardized educational testing in Texas, as well as US Citizenship immigration testing. "We are excited to introduce Amateur Radio and ARRL into the rapidly expanding mobile and portable technology arena," said ARRL Marketing Manager Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R. "Not only do these applications demonstrate ARRL's commitment to users of these popular devices, the software helps promote Amateur Radio outside of our traditional publication channels." The ARRL apps are available for $1.99 each on Apple's iTunes "App Store."

ARRL Licensing Study Guides -- Coming to an eBook Reader Near You
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Study for your new ticket on your Kindle, iPhone or iPod touch!


ARRL is pleased to announce that owners of Kindle -- an electronic book reader sold by Amazon.com -- can now download ARRL's Tech Q&A directly from the online bookseller for use on their Kindle. Kindle is shaped much like a book with a paper-like screen that displays text and pictures. Those who have the Kindle application installed on their Apple iPhone or iPod touch can also download the book for use on these devices. When you download the Tech Q&A, you can gain access quickly and easily, smoothing the path to your first ham radio license. This ideal study tool -- whether you're at home, in the office, traveling or just on the go -- lets you review the questions and answers from the entire Technician question pool so you can pass the 35-question exam. Kindle versions of the General Q&A and the Amateur Extra Q&A will be available sometime in January. All three can be purchased from Amazon.com for $9.99 each.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2009- 2010
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

               December 7, 2009 update

2010                                                    Contact          


Source

13 Feb Marlboro MA AARC @MiddleSc $5@9 $20/T@6:30     

Tim KA1OS 978 333 1329 

27 Feb Colchester VT HAM-CON @Hampton $8@8 $15@6:30  

Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 
28 Feb Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevittHal $6@9 $20@7 

         Richard K2KNB 516 694 4937

20 Mar Pomfret CT ECARA                             


                Paul KE1LI 860 928 2456 
21 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15        

Norm W3IZ 860 584 1403 
10 Apr Middletown NY OCARC @Wallkill ComCtr         

            Bruce K2ULZ 845 562 4226 
17 April Lindenhurst NY GSBARC @FiremanPk           

            John W2HCB 631 669 6321 
17-18 Apr Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr

           ~photo~  John 781 592 2553 
18 April    Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT      Third Sunday April thru October                 Nick 617 253 3776 
25 April Unionvale NY MtBeaconARC @TymorPk            


   Jim K2JIM 845 427 2702 
30 April 1 May Deerfield NH Nearfest @FG     


Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235
8 May Rensselaer NY EGARA @FireCo        


     Thomas KC2FCP 518 272 1494 

16 May       Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT   


      Nick 617 253 3776
5 June Rochester NY RARA                     



  Duane K2SI 585 594 4945 
20 June      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT     


      Nick 617 253 3776 
18 July      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT   
 
                    Nick 617 253 3776

15 August    Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT     


       Nick 617 253 3776 
27-29 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Convention          
                   Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 
11 Sept Windsor ME AARA @FG $5@8            


     Bill K1NIT 207 623 9075 
19 Sept      Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT     


        Nick 617 253 3776 
25-26 Sep Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr 

          ~photo~  John 781 592 2553 
10 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9     

                  John N1GNV 203 440 4468  

17 October   Cambridge MA        FLEA at MIT       


              Nick 617 253 3776 
30 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10

 Darryl 860 443 7799 
5 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM  

               Jim 413 245 3228 

6 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7   

 Ralph 508 548 0422

            DX NEWS
TUNISIA, 3V.  Alex, GM0DHZ will be here beginning November 16 for

five weeks.  He plans to operate using CW from the 3V8SS club

station during the weekends.  QSL via operator's instructions.

MADAGASCAR, 5R.  Eric, F6ICX will be QRV as 5R8IC from St. Marie

Island, IOTA AF-090, from November 17 to December 15.  Activity will

be on 80 to 10 meters.  QSL to home call.

ANTARCTICA.  Bill, K7MT will be QRV as KC4USV from McMurdo Base,

IOTA AN-011, from November 15 to February 20.  Activity is mainly on

20 meters using CW, SSB and PSK31.  QSL via K1IED.

NETHERLANDS, PA.  Special event station PC60TROLLEY will be QRV from

November 17 to December 15 in celebration of the 60th anniversary of

trolley buses in Arnhem.  Activity will be on the HF bands using CW,

SSB and digital modes.  QSL via PA0FAW.
WAKE ISLAND, KH9.  Colin, KH9/WA2YUN is usually QRV on the ANZA Net

around 0600z.  QSL via K2PF.
CAMBODIA, XU.  Peter, NO2R is QRV as XU7ACY from Sihanoukville and

is here for another year.  Activity is on all bands using CW and

SSB.  He will also be active as a Single Op/All Band/Low Power entry

in the CQ WW DX CW contest.  QSL via W2EN.

CANARY ISLANDS, EA8.  Jean, ON5JV and Georgette, ON6AK are QRV as

EA8/home calls from Tijoco Bajo on Tenerife, IOTA AF-004, until

February 10.  Activity is on 40 to 10 meters mainly during their

evening hours.  QSL to home calls.

NAMIBIA, V5.  Klaus, DJ4SO will be QRV as V5/home call from November

23 to December 15.  Activity will be on 160 to 10 meters using CW,

RTTY or PSK31.  QSL to home call.

INDIA, VU.  Amateur Radio operators in India have recently been

authorized to transmit between 7100 and 7200 kHz, now giving them

use from 7000 to 7200 kHz.


TANZANIA, 5H.  Igor, UA3DJY plans to be QRV from the 5I3A club

station until December 15.  Activity is on all bands using CW and

SSB.  QSL via RK3AOL.

SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS.  Lee, DS4NMJ will be QRV as DT8A from the

Antarctic King Sejong Station on King George Island, IOTA AN-010,

from December 5 to January 31, 2011.  Activity will be on 160 to 10

meters using mostly CW with some SSB and RTTY as well.  QSL via

HL2FDW.

PHILIPPINES, DU.  Alex, DV1UBY is QRV as 4D1N from Quezon City on

Luzon Island, IOTA OC-042, until the end of the year.  Activity is

on 40, 20 and 15 meters using QRP power.  QSL to home call.

MARTINIQUE, FM.  Fernando, EA1BT will be QRV as TO1BT from December

8 to 15.  Activity will be on all bands.  QSL to home call.

HUNGARY, HA.  A group of operators will be QRV as HG0WFF/p from a

number of Hungarian National Parks during December.  QSL via HA0HW.

HAITI, HH.  Steve, VE2TKH is QRV as HH2/homecall from Petionville

until December 15.  Activity is generally on 30, 20, 17 and 15

meters in his spare time.  QSL via M0URX.

ANTARCTICA.  Karel, ON5TN is QRV as OR4TN from the Belgian Princess

Elisabeth Station until the end of January 2010.  Activity is

generally on 80, 40 and 30 meters using CW and SSB around 2100 to

2300z.  QSL to home call.

DENMARK, OZ.  Special event station 5P15COP will be QRV from Zealand

Island, IOTA EU-029, from December 7 to 18 during the Copenhagen

Climate Change Conference.  Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters

using CW, SSB and digital modes.  QSL via OZ5BAL.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA, P2.  Annas, MM0GQA is QRV as P29VAA from Port

Moresby for the next three to six months while working for a

humanitarian aid organization.  Activity is in his spare time.  QSL

via operator's instructions.

SUDAN, ST.  Robert is QRV as ST2AR and is generally active on 20 to

10 meters mostly during the weekends.  QSL via S53R.

EGYPT, SU.  Mohammed, SU1KM has been active on 30 meters using RTTY

around 1740z and then using CW around 1800 to 1900z.  QSL direct.

BELIZE, V3.  Will, EA7HEJ is QRV as V31WV from Sarteneja until

December 20.  QSL this operation via EA7HEJ.

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS, VP2V.  Curt, W3HQ is QRV as VP2V/homecall

from Virgin Gorda, IOTA NA-023, until December 16.  Activity is

generally on 160 and 10 meters during the weekends and the newer

bands the rest of the week.  QSL to home call.

TUNISIA, 3V.  In celebration of its 10th anniversary members of the

Tunisian scouts club station are QRV as 3V10A until December 31 .

QSL via bureau.

CHINA, BY.  Special event station BT3WX is QRV from Taiyuan until

December 20 to celebrate the launch of amateur radio satellite XW-1.

Activity is on 160 to 10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY, FM and PACSAT.

QSL via BA1DU.

THE GAMBIA, C5.  Eric, SM1TDE is QRV as C56SMT until January 3,

2010.  Activity is in his spare time on 160 to 10 meters using only

CW.  QSL to home call.

JUAN FERNANDEZ ISLAND, CE0.  Lars, SM6CUK is QRV as CE0Z/homecall

until December 14.  Activity is on all bands, except 160 meters,

using only CW.  QSL to home call.

ANGOLA, D2.  Paulo, CT1ITZ is QRV as D2CQ from Porto Amboim until

December 27.  Activity is on 80 to 10 meters using only SSB.  QSL

direct via CT1IUA.

GERMANY, DA.  Special event station DR09ANT will be QRV on December

14 to 30 to commemorate the ''Worldwide Antarctic Program.'' Activity

will be on all bands and modes.  QSL via bureau.

SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, E5.  A group of operators are QRV as E51PMR,

E51LEO, E51BWL, E51SNL, E51XIW and E51NAA from Rarotonga until

December 13.  Activity is on the HF bands using mostly CW and RTTY,

with some SSB, with three stations active simultaneously.  QSL via

operators' instructions.

HONDURAS, HR.  Victor, N8OO and Andrei, NP3D are QRV as

HR2/homecalls until December 20.  Activity is on all bands using CW,

SSB and RTTY.  This includes an entry in the ARRL 10-Meter contest.

This also includes a possible entry as HQ2S in the upcoming OK DX

RTTY contest.  QSL HR2/N8OO to home call and HR2/NP3D and HQ2S

direct via W3HNK.

DJIBOUTI, J2.  Olivier, J28KO has been QRV on 20 meters using RTTY

around 1500z.  QSL via F6DKI.

SAN MARINO, T7.  Aurelio, IZ0EGM will be QRV as T70A during the ARRL

10-Meter contest.  QSL to home call.

TURKEY, TA.  Members of the Turkish Special Wireless Activity team

will be QRV as TC2IYK on December 12 and 13 during the International

Naval Contest 2009.  QSL via bureau.

CANADA, VE.  John, KL7JR will be QRV as VY1RST from Destruction Bay

from December 17 to 22.  Activity will be on 80 to 10 meters using

SSB.  He may also try to activate Jacquot Island on Kluane Lake.

QSL to home call.

WILLIS ISLAND, VK9W.  Dave, VK4ABD will be QRV as VK9WBM while on

work assignment at the Bureau of Meteorology in the Australian Coral

Sea territories until July 2010.  Activity will be on 40 meters and

above during his spare time.  QSL to home call.

HONG KONG, VR.  Some members of the Hong Kong Amateur Radio

Communications Association are QRV as VR2EAG until December 13

during the 5th East Asian Games 2009.  QSL via operators'

instructions.

ANTARCTICA.  Bhagwati, VU3BPZ is QRV as AT10BP from the Indian

Maitri Base and can be found active on 20 meters SSB around 0000 to

0130z.  QSL via operator's instructions.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 8:00PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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