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Secretary’s Report

Minutes for MARA meeting 20 Nov 2007

Meeting called to order at 8 PM by President Carl Aveni.

Present were:

Phil N1XTB

Steve N1JFU

Gil W1GMF

Roy KB1CYV 

Loren N1IQI 

Bob K1REL 

Jeff N1ZZN 

Dave WA1UMT

Meeting called to order by Carl – N1FY

Secretary’s Report accepted as printed in the newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report read and accepted. 

Repeater Report – .55 machine was offline for a few days.  N1UEC investigated.  Controller had done a hard reset and lost its memory.  Lou reprogrammed and restored repeater to service. This has happened before and does occur several times a year. Discussion started to look at a new repeater controller. Jeff N1ZZN reported on the WARC and Norwell repeaters experience with Arcomm controllers.  Parts and pricing provided to Gil.  Cost is estimated in the $700 range.  Discussion also on performance of the 2 meter machine.  The machine has a squelch problem on receive.  Jeff N1ZZN will talk to Tony N1XRS and another ham about a mod that was successful for the Fairhaven repeater.

Carl N1FY reported that club member Maryanne DeCoster N1SGW became a SK.  The club will send a condolence card to her husband Gary WA1CIM.

Phil N1XTB reported on the planning for the club annual dinner party.  The $100 deposit has been made to the Fireside grill in Middleboro.  Phil proposed moving the date to Wednesday, Jan 23 2008 since the originally scheduled date he will be out of state.  This was acceptable to the group.  Phil will contact the Fireside to reschedule and restate the estimated count at 20 people. Thirty was originally stated. Phil would like all money received and dinner choices made no later than Jan 2, 2008.  The Fireside needs a head count and the menu choices well in advance of the function.

The menu choices are Baked Stuffed Chicken, Traditional Baked Haddock and Marinated London Broil.  The average price is $24 a meal.  Carl N1FY proposed that the member’s price be capped at $20 and that the MARA club would subsidize the difference.  This was accepted.  Carl N1FY also proposed that an invitation to attend the dinner be extended to Whitman club members and families under the same terms. This was accepted.  Jeff N1ZZN will pass the invitation on to the Whitman club. Rob, KD1CY will also be invited.

After some discussion it was accepted that the club would not have a meeting in December.  The annual dinner at the Fireside will be in lieu of the club meeting in January. 

Phil, N1XTB and Carl N1FY summarized the ARES Annual SET (Simulated Emergency Test) done in support of Red Cross and in conjunction with the Logan airport drill. Carl was at the Bridgewater EOC along with Roy KB1CYV and others.  Phil N1XTB supported at Red Cross – Brockton.

Phil, N1XTB and Carl N1FY summarized the semi-annual Skywarn Co-ordinators meeting held at National Weather Service – Taunton.  The number of Skywarn spotter classes this coming year will be reduced down to around 10.  The meteorologists are looking at DVD or online refresher training.  They are also looking for help from Hams for various NWS outreach tasks, like the Storm Ready certification for communities. The date for the Weather Conference is also a moving target.

A Pilgrim Emergency plan tabletop drill at the Bridgewater EOC is scheduled for December 10.  A good turnout of club RACES members is requested.  The drill provides needed funding for the club.  The more who attend, the better will be the opportunity to get enough additional funds for the new repeater controller.  Some funding is also expected first quarter 2008 for support of both Bridgewater and Carver dry run and graded exercise drills for Pilgrim.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM.

Phil McNamara

Substituting for N1LCY

Notes From The Field

The Pilgrim Emergency Tabletop drill has been rescheduled until Q1 2008. 

The powers to be have determined that it is good to rest the vocal cords occasionally…

And so there Will Not be a meeting in December 2007.
In lieu of the January 2008 Meeting, MARA will be gathering to celebrate the holidays

at the Fireside Restaurant on January 23 2008. Please see the Secretary’s report above for further details. 

The next MARA meeting will be held on February  19, 2008 at the EOC.

The 147.180 repeater has sustained some damage to the power amplifier and has been replaced with the backup unit  while repairs are being done.

Net operators are needed for the Tuesday & Saturday night nets. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

 Pete   N1NV V

A Piece of History For the MARA Club
 
Just recieved an original Leo Wilber - W1MV QSL card dated 11 Sept 1954 
from Mr. Thomas Porter of Avon Lake OH. The QSO was conducted on 7 MC at 
1322 GMT.The returned QSL card was accompanied by a letter from Tom, 
W8KYZ.
 Tom has an ongoing project to return all his received QSL cards through 
the years. Leo Wilber's original QSL card has a great note on the back 
that he took a week to get his yard and antenna's fixed up. A hurricane 
was due an hour after the QSO.
 
Looking at Hurricanes for 1954 and the historical tracks, that looks to 
have been Cat 3 Hurricane Edna that passed over Massachusetts.  Winds 
were recorded at 105 miles an hour.
 
http://weather.unisys.com/hurricane/atlantic/1954/index.html
 
I'll bring the card to our next meeting.
 
Phil
 

Motorola Buys Yaesu

Motorola USA has announced its intention to launch a tender offer to

acquire a controlling interest in Vertex Standard Co, Ltd. Vertex

Standard is the parent company of Yaesu. Motorola will own 80

percent of Vertex Standard; Tokogiken, a privately held Japanese

company, controlled by current president and CEO of Vertex Standard

Jun Hasegawa, will retain 20 percent, forming a joint venture. The

total purchase price for 80 percent of the outstanding shares on a

fully diluted basis will be approximately US $108 million.

The ARRL Letter

NEW ARRL AWARD PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 

The ARRL now offers custom awards for clubs, groups and individuals for

recognition and achievement, offering a wide range of styles and price

levels. Each award is customized with your text and the ARRL logo. 

Products offered include a tan leather rectangular key fob with a call

sign on one side and the ARRL diamond on the other; a rosewood pen and

pencil set with personalization available on the pen and pencil, as well

as the presentation box; an 8x10 inch wood plaque with blue plate

engraved with up to 14 lines of gold text; a swiveling wood desk clock

that holds a photo or an insert -- personalize this with up to 25

characters on two lines, and a beautiful crystal 3-inch etched globe on

a crystal base, presented in a velvet-lined gift box. 

Do you have that one ham in your group who comes out every Field Day,

rain or shine, who stays from beginning to end, helping out in any way

possible? Acknowledge their involvement with a beautiful gift that shows

how much you value their service. What about the ham in your club that

has been a member for 25 years and has yet to miss a meeting? Show them

how much you appreciate their contribution with a small personalized

token. Do you have an Elmer you would like to thank with more than

words? A personalized gift with their name and call sign on it would

remind them of you every time they use it.

Each item features the ARRL diamond logo. Award orders will be processed

and delivered within 20 working days. View the entire award product

line, as well as ARRL clothing items, at the Barker Specialties Web site

<http://www.barkerstores.com/arrl>. 

The ARRL Letter

500 kHz Experiment Charting New Territory: 

The evening of November 13 saw the first transatlantic contact on 500 kHz

 between amateur experimental stations. US experimental station WE2XGR/2 (Jay Rusgrove, W1VD, in Connecticut) and GI4DPE (Finbar O'Connor, EI0CF, in Northern

Ireland) communicated by standard-speed CW for about 15 minutes. On that

same night, US experimental stations WD2XSH/12 (Mike Mussler, AI8Z, in

Colorado) and WD2XSH/20 (Rudy Severns, N6LF, in Oregon) made the first

contact in the western half of the USA. Two days later, WE2XGR/2 and

GI4DPE repeated their feat and WD2XSH/12 had contacts with WD2XSH/6 (Pat

Hamel, W5THT, in Mississippi) and WD2XSH/13 (John Oehlenschlager, K0JO,

in Minnesota). The ARRL 500 kHz experimental license, WD2XSH, was issued

in September 2006 and has 19 active stations. Fritz Raab, W1FR, of

Vermont, serves as experimental project manager for The 500 KC

Experimental Group for Amateur Radio <http://www.500kc.com/>. 

DX News

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by

NC1L, the OPDX Bulletin, DXNL, 425 DX News, The Daily DX, Contest

Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web sites.

Thanks to all.

MAURITIUS, 3B8.  Jacques, F1BCS is QRV as 3B8/F1BCS until December

24.  Activity is on 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters using SSB, RTTY, PSK31

and JT65.  This includes lighthouse activity from ARLHS MAT-004.

QSL to home call.

ROTUMA ISLAND, 3D2.  Tony will be QRV as 3D2AG/R while working on

his biodiversity study.  He plans to be active beginning December

15.

SIERRA LEONE, 9L.  Zbig, SP7BTB is QRV as 9L1BTB while on a UN

mission here.  QSL to home call.

PALESTINE, E4.  Steve, OM3JW, Mike, OM2DX, Rudi, OM3PC and Miro,

OM5RW are QRV as E4/OM2DX until December 22.  They are active with

two stations operating simultaneously on 160 to 10 meters using CW,

SSB and RTTY.  QSL via OM3JW.

MINAMI TORISHIMA, JD1.  Masa, JA6GXK is QRV as JD1BMM from Marcus

Island, IOTA OC-073, until December 27.  Activity is mostly on 160,

80 and 40 meters.  He is on work assignment here, but is active as

time permits.  QSL via bureau.

SOUTH ORKNEY ISLANDS.  Raul, LU1ZA is usually QRV from this club

station on 40 meters during the weekends around 2200 to 2300z.

BONAIRE, CURACAO, PJ2.  Jerry, WB9Z is QRV as PJ2/WB9Z from Signal

Point, Curacao, IOTA SA-006, until December 25.  He may also be

active from lighthouse WLOTA LH-0942.  Activity is holiday style on

all bands.  QSL to home call.

PALAU, T8.  Yutaka, JQ2GYU, Mihoko, JJ2VLY and Koki, JE1PGS will be

QRV as T88YU, T88LY and T88GS, respectively, from December 17 to 22.

Activity will be on 80 to 6 meters using CW and SSB during their

morning and evening hours.  QSL to home calls.

ICELAND, TF.  Siggi is QRV as TF3CW and is generally active on 160

meters CW around 2000 to 0000z daily.  QSL via LX1NO.

NAMIBIA, V5.  V55SRT has been active on 17 meters using RTTY around

2035z.  QSL via IZ8EDJ.

CANADA, VE.  Hisato, JA1DOT will be QRV as VY0/JA1DOT from Resolute

Island, IOTA NA-009, in Nunavut Territory from December 18 to 27.

Activity will be mainly on the low bands using CW, SSB and RTTY.

QSL to home call.

CHAGOS ISLAND, VQ9.  Jim, ND9M is QRV as VQ9JC and may be here for

four months.  He is generally active after 1200z on 80 to 10 meters

using mostly CW, with some SSB and digital modes.  QSL to home call.

BURKINA FASO, XT.  Michael is QRV as XT2WC and is here until January

5.  He is generally active on 20 meters between 0800 to 1000z.  QSL

via F1IQH.

INDONESIA, YB.  Special event station YE9FCCC is active from Bali

until December 14 during the United Nations Climate Change

Conference.  Activity is on the HF and VHF bands.  QSL via YB1GJS.

VENEZUELA, YV.  A group of five operators are QRV as YW6YL from

Chimana Grande Island, IOTA SA-090, until December 16.  This

includes lighthouse activity from ARLHS VEN-030.  QSL via IT9DAA.
NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  *** 2007- 2008
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

December  2007                                                    

Contact          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                 

 2008 
 16 Feb Marlboro MA AARC @Intermediate Sch David 508 357 2273 A+
 
 17 Feb Westford MA Radio 39 Antique @Regency $10@8 Cindie ARC 866 371 0512 +
 
 23 Feb Milton VT RANV @HS Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 W
 
 30 Mar Southington CT SARA @HS $5@8 $20/T@6:15 Chet KA1ILH 860 628 9346 F
 
 6 April Framingham MA FARA @Keefe Sch $25/T@7:30 $5@9 Bev N1LOO 508 626 2012 
 
 13 April LaGrangeville NY MtBARC @TymorePk Jim K2JIM 845 427 2702 A+
 
 19 Apr Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F+
 
 20 April Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 Third Sunday April thru October 
 
 2-3 May Deerfield NH NearFest @FG Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T+
 
 18 May Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 
 30-31 May Rochester NY RARA Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 W
 
 7 June Hermon ME PSARC @HS @8 Roger KA1TKS 207 848 3846 W

 15 June Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
Third Sunday April thru October 
 
 20 July Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 
 17 August Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 
 22-24 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W 
 
 20 Sept Alton NH MASONS @Lodge @7 Tg$10 $20/inside T Bob W1GWU 603 776 0086 T 
 
 21 Sept Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
 
 12 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9 John N1GNV 203 440 4468 +
 
 18 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F+
 
 19 Oct Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 +
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 

�








PAGE  
1

