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Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 11/15/05

President Carl Aveni, N1FY, called the meeting to order at 8:00 PM

Directors present: Carl N1FY, Roy KB1CYV 

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s report was accepted as read in the newsletter

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer’s report was accepted as read. 

REPEATER TRUSTEES

Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, Lou N1UEC,

Bob N1EDM

Repeater

The 147.180 repeater is working fine.

The 444.550 repeater is working fine.
NEW BUSINESS

Desktop Drill  Dec 12th
6:30 P.M. EOC

OLD BUSINESS
Fall Set went well

Christmas Party Dec 6th at the Fireside in Middleboro 7:00 P.M.

Carl N1FY closed meeting at 9:00PM

Respectfully Submitted

Loren N1IQI

W1MV CALLSIGN
No call sign use in the past month.

Notes From The Field

Due to inclement weatherThe Christmas Party has been rescheduled to January 10, 2006 at the Fireside Grill in Middleboro at 7:00 P.M. 

Roy KB1CYV   discovered the following little gem……

For those of you who are not aware, North Dakota and southwestern Montana got hit with 
their first blizzard of the season in early November.  This text is from a county emergency 
manager out in the western part of North Dakota after the storm.  Amusing...



WEATHER BULLETIN
Up here in the Northern Plains we just recovered from  a Historic event --- may I even say a 
"Weather Event" of "Biblical Proportions" --- with a historic blizzard  of up to 24 inches of 
snow  and winds to 50 MPH that broke trees in half, stranded hundreds of motorists in lethal 
snow banks, closed all roads, isolated scores of communities and cut power to 10's of thousands.  
 

George Bush did not come....
FEMA staged nothing....
No one howled for the government...
No one even uttered an expletive on TV...
Nobody demanded $2,000 debit cards.....
No one asked for a FEMA Trailer House....
No news anchors moved in.

We just melted snow for water, sent out caravans to pluck people out of snow engulfed cars, 
fired up wood stoves, broke out coal oil lanterns or Aladdin lamps and put on an extra layer 
of clothes.  Even though a  Category "5" blizzard of this scale has never fallen this early...we 
know it can happen and how to deal with it ourselves.

Everybody is fine…

The Desktop Drill was held on Monday, December 12, 2005 at 6:00pm
In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter.  
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Merry Christmas to all and to all more QSO’s than you can handle in the New Year.

Pete   N1NV V
 A Note From "The Bruce" NI1X :

To Members and Friends of the Whitman Amateur Radio Club
 

I just received a report from Dave Clinton N1JSA that Whtman club member Collin Blackwood N1PI of Kingston became a Silent Key on Monday December 5, 2005. Some of us met Collin N1PI when he lived in Brockton and we helped him set up a radio in his appartment. At that time he was trying to read the newsletters by computer but it did not work well. Collin N1PI moved to Kingston to be near friends.
 

His friend Dave N1JSA reports that he would read the Whitman Club's Spectrum newsletter to Collin N1PI each month and they would follow our radioactive adventures.  
 

 
ARES Emergency Net Established After Missouri Dam Break

When millions of gallons of water breached the wall of a mountaintop

hydroelectric reservoir in rural Reynolds County, Missouri, December 14, an

ARES emergency net was quickly established on the Van Buren repeater. The

deluge washed down the mountainside, sweeping away homes and vehicles and

flooding the valley below.

A dwelling occupied by a park superintendent, his wife and three children

was among those washed away. The family was found a half-mile away, and the

children all were hospitalized, at least one of them in serious condition.

The town of Lesterville was under a voluntary evacuation order.

ARRL District G Emergency Coordinator Dave Hannigan, KN0D, reports stations

checked into the net from Poplar Bluff, Piedmont, Eminence, Elsinore, Van

Buren, Redford and Koshkonong. The net also heard from mobile stations near

Leper, Piedmont, Van Buren and Ironton.

The reservoir breach reported occurred after a pump failed to shut down at

utility Ameren UE's Taum Sauk hydroelectric plant, which stores water from

the Black River in an upper reservoir, releasing it to a lower reservoir to

generate electricity. Hannigan said HF and VHF stations activated at

emergency operations centers in Shannon and Carter counties.

"I was contacted by the Shannon County sheriffs dispatcher through the NPS

[National Park Service] dispatch," Hannigan said. "The various net

controllers kept me updated as I was working but had a 2 meter [equipment]

with me. No emergency traffic was passed but it was a good exercise, and I

was really proud of the rapid wide-area VHF radio coverage."

In all, 16 stations responded to the emergency callup.--Missouri SM Don

Moore, KM0R

Gerritsen Convicted On All Counts In Radio Jamming Case

A US District Court jury has found Jack Gerritsen of Bell, California,

guilty on six counts that included transmitting without a license and

willful and malicious interference with radio transmissions. Gerritsen, 69,

who briefly held the amateur call sign KG6IRO, will face sentencing March 6,

according to the office of Debra W. Yang, US Attorney for the Central

District of California. He could receive up to 15 years in federal prison.

"The Federal Communication Commission investigated illegal radio

transmissions linked to Gerritsen for four years," said a statement from

Yang's office. "According to court documents filed in this case, the FCC

investigation revealed that Gerritsen transmitted his prerecorded messages,

as well as real-time harassment and profanity, for hours at a time, often

making it impossible for licensed radio operators to use the public

frequencies." A federal grand jury indicted Gerritsen last spring.

Turning down the offer of a public defender, Gerritsen served as his own

attorney. The government's case, presented by Assistant US Attorney Lamar

Baker, went to the jury December 8, and the jury deliberated for less than

an hour before returning its verdict December 9. US District Court Judge R.

Gary Klausner revoked Gerritsen's bond, and the defendant was taken into

custody following the verdict.

Gerritsen was found guilty of interfering with a Military Affiliate Radio

System (MARS) communication last March and interfering with American Red

Cross communications last January--both misdemeanors--and with interfering

with US Coast Guard communications in October 2004, a felony. He also faced

three misdemeanor counts of transmitting without a license. Recordings of

radio transmissions attributed to Gerritsen were played for the jury.

Those familiar with this week's court proceedings said Gerritsen tended to

focus on freedom of speech issues and sometimes confused those on the stand.

Among those testifying at length on behalf of the government was FCC Senior

Agent Steven Pierce, who discussed his use of mobile direction-finding

equipment and techniques used to track the source of transmissions.

Just days before the trial began, the FCC affirmed a total of $42,000 in

additional fines it had levied on Gerritsen, releasing two $21,000

Forfeiture Orders (NOFs). In affirming the fines, the FCC rebuffed every

argument Gerritsen had offered in responding to each Notice of Apparent

Liability, including his insistent "freedom of speech" claim.

"His unlicensed operation on amateur frequencies is not protected by the US

Constitution as it is well established that the right to free speech does

not include the right to use radio facilities without a license," the FCC

said in a footnote in one of the NOFs. The federal court jury in California

apparently agreed.

In late November, Klausner denied Gerritsen's motion to dismiss the three

unlicensed transmitting counts, turning away Gerritsen's argument that the

FCC could not set aside his Amateur Radio license without a hearing.

Klausner declared that the effect of the FCC's 2001 set aside of KG6IRO "was

to treat the application as if it had never been granted." Since Gerritsen

never held an Amateur Radio license, he never had the right to a hearing,

the judge reasoned.

Last March, the FCC upheld a $10,000 fine against Gerritsen for interfering

with Amateur Radio communications. The government has yet to collect.

FBI agents, accompanied by FCC staff, arrested Gerritsen without incident

last May and seized his radio equipment. Released on $250,000 bond while

awaiting trial, Gerritsen remained in home detention, barred from possessing

any radio equipment.

Gerritsen's history of radio-related legal problems go back to 2000 when he

was convicted for intercepting, obstructing and/or interfering with

California Highway Patrol radio communications. In November 2001, the FCC's

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau issued, then quickly rescinded,

Gerritsen's Technician license, KG6IRO, because of his earlier conviction.

While transmitting on various Los Angeles-area repeaters, Gerritsen

continued to identify as KG6IRO, however.

Radio amateurs on the West Coast complained for months about the slow pace

of enforcement action in the Gerritsen case. Los Angeles-area repeater

owners had taken to shutting down their machines to avoid the nearly

constant barrage of malicious interference and lengthy political tirades

attributed to Gerritsen.

DX Events

KENYA, 5Z.  Alex, PA3DZN will be QRV as 5Z1A on December 12 to mark

Jamhuri Day which commemorates the Kenya Declaration of

Independence.  QSL via PA1AW.

SENEGAL, 6W.  Dani, EA4ATI is QRV as 6W/EA4ATI from Dakar.  He is

active on 20, 15 and 10 meters.  He expects to soon be active as

well on 160, 80 and 40 meters, and the newer bands.  He will

participate in the ARRL 10 Meter contest as 6W1EA.  QSL direct to

home call.  Meanwhile, Tibi, HA7TM will be QRV as 6W/HA7TM from Le

Caola from December 15 to 22.  He will be active on all HF bands

using mainly CW, with some SSB and RTTY.  QSL to home call.

EASTER ISLAND, CE0.  Svien, LA6IKA is QRV as CE0/LA6IKA and has been

active on 20 meters using PSK31 around 2300z and then with CW around

0000z.  QSL to home call.

GERMANY, DA.  Peri, HB9IQB is QRV as DJ4PM from Sylt Island, IOTA

EU-042, until December 21.  Activity is on all bands using CW, SSB

and PSK31.  QSL to home call.

FRENCH GUIANA, FY.  Operators David, F0CRS and Freddy, F5IRO will be

QRV as TO7R from December 13 to 15.  Activity will be on all HF

bands using CW and SSB.  QSL via F5KIN.

HONDURAS, HR.  Dan, HR2DMR will be QRV in the ARRL 10 Meter contest

using both CW and SSB.  QSL to home call.

THAILAND, HS.  Pete, SM5GMZ is QRV as HS0ZFI until December 31.

Activity is on all bands using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31 during his

spare time.  QSL to home call.

CENTRAL AFRICA, TL.  Giovanni, IK1APO is QRV as TL8CG and has been

active on 20 meters around 2000 to 2300z.  QSL to home call.

GABON, TR.  Roland, F8EN will be QRV as TR8CR from Libreville from

December 12 to January 12, 2006.  Activity will be mostly CW on 40,

20 and 10 meters, and SSB on 20 meters, during his mornings.  QSL to

home call.

ANTARCTICA.  Paul, VK2JLX is QRV as VK0JLX from Davis Station until

December 2006.  Activity is on 80, 40 and 20 meters.  QSL via

operator's instructions.

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS, VP5.  Kelly, N0VD is QRV as VP5/N0VD until

December 10.  Activity is mainly on the low bands.  He will be

active in the ARRL 10 Meter contest as VP5D.  QSL both calls via

operator's instructions.

ANTARCTICA.  Mike, VP8DJB is QRV from Rothera Station on Adelaide

Island, IOTA AN-001.  His length of stay is unknown.  QSL via

operator's instructions.

CAMBODIA, XU.  John, KF0RQ is QRV as XU7ACQ until December 28.  He

is normally active on 20 meters between 1400 to 1700z.  QSL to home

call.

EL SALVADOR, YS.  Roberto, I2JIN will be QRV as YS3/I2JIN from

December 10 to 30.  Activity is on all bands using mostly CW.  QSL

to home call.

ASCENSION ISLAND, ZD8.  Jim, N6TJ is QRV as ZD8Z and will be here

for a few more weeks.  This includes an entry in the ARRL 10 Meter

contest.  QSL via VE3HO.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The ARRL 10-Meter Contest, NCCC Thursday

CW Sprint, EU-PSK-QRP Contest, North American High Speed Meteor

Scatter Winter Rally, CQC Great Colorado Snowshoe Run and the NAQCC

80-Meter Straight Key/Bug Sprint are all scheduled for this weekend.

Please see December QST, page 86, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest

websites for details.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  ***  dates  *** 2005-2006 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*************************************************************************************************************

December  2005                                                    

Contact          Source

*************************************************************************************************************

2006
----------------------------------------------------------------------

18 Feb Marlborough MA AARC @IntermSch $20/T@7 $5@9   
Ann KA1PON 508 481 4988 F+

25 Feb Milton VT RANV @HS $5@8AM $10@6:30            
Mitch W1SJ 802 879 6589 T

18 Mar Pomfret CT ECARA @CommSch Rt101+169 $2@8 $10/TPaul KE1LI 860 928 2456 T

25 Mar Lewiston ME AARC @Ramada $8/T $5@8           
Rick N1WFO 207 740 1266 W+

26 Mar Framingham MA FARA                           

Kevin W1MEX 508 653 2863  +

16 Apr Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  

                Third Sunday April thru October                               

5,6 May Hopkinton NH HossTraders @FG x7 I89           

Joe K1RQG 207 469 3492 T+

21 May Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  +

2-4 June Rochester NY RARA @FG                      

Harold K2HC 585 424 7184 A+

10-11 June Newington CT NARL @HS  $20/T@5 $8@8:45     
Dan K3UFG 860 206 3379 T+

18 June Cambridge MA         FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  +

20 Aug Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT                   

Nick 617 253 3776  +

25-27 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv @HI              
Mike K1TWF 978 250 1236 A

9 Sept BallstonSpa NY SCRACES fri6P $5+5/T+15cmp  
Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385  

16 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct 
Rick K1KYI 401 725 7507  +
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Peter Curley, N1NVV

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Loren Pimental N1IQI

Call sign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY 

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)
440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/    
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.com
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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