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CQ CQ CQ And Seasons Greetings!  Hello brother and sister members looking forward to the Dec 17th meeting.  As always we are looking for ideas for fundraisers and meeting topics.  We have been asked to have an auction, so the January meeting will be the Famous MARA Auction.  So, drag out your junk, er, I mean your treasures and fill the back table.

December 3 was the MARA Christmas party at the Fireside Restaurant.  A great time was had by all.  The club would like to thank Gary and Maryann Decosta for all the work and time that they put in on the party.

A reminder that on Christmas Eve the Santa Bulletin will be read starting at 7 PM.  

From my family to yours we wish you a very happy holiday season.

73 W1JOE  Joe Serrilla

Secretary’s Report

President Joe W1JOE opened the meeting at 20:00.

Directors present: Joe W1JOE, Gil W1GMF, John N1PRK and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Read and accepted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as published in the newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

A temporary 2-meter antenna is in use until weather permits evaluation of the problems with the new antenna. 

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

No activity.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

Saturday, November 16th MEMA held NTS training at the Area 2 headquarters. The Bridgewater EOC has received several 800MHz transceivers for inter-county agency communications. Skywarn Spotter Recognition Day will be observed December 7th. Plans are progressing for the 100th anniversary of Marconi’s historic transmission the week of January 11, 2003. Contingency plans for communications coverage during the 2004 Democratic National Convention in Boston are being developed.

OLD BUSINESS:

Nine club members provided communications support for the Bridgewaters’ Tri-Town Veterans Day parade. It was a thrill for all to see President Joe W1JOE marching with the parade coordinator. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Upcoming events include the Whitman club’s special event at Plimoth Plantation on Thanksgiving weekend, and the Christmas Party on Dec. 3rd at the Fireside in Middleboro. 

CLUB ACTIVITY:

Tom Frenaye K1KI, NE Director of the ARRL presented a Technical Innovations Award to Keith Lamonica W7DXX for the development of the Internet Remote Base (IRB) system.  For additional information on this system see the November 2002 edition of QST,

Meeting closed at 20:40.

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

P.S.  In the Spirit of the Season, I would like to add my wishes that everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year!

Christmas Dinner

By John Wittey, N1PRK.

MARA had its annual Christmas Party at the Fireside Restaurant in Middleboro on December 10.  We had quite a crowd of members and guests show up for the annual Christmas get-together.

Dennis won a prize as did Gil's wife Judy and Joe's wife, Nancy.  The VP's wife didn't get a prize, probably because the VP was doing his job sleeping in the corner.  A cry of fiddle was heard from some where in the crowd.  Fish wallpaper on a floppy was handed out, to any one with a fish appreciation, as a Christmas prize.

As usual Gary & Maryanne did a fantastic job organizing the Christmas dinner and we all appreciated their efforts greatly.  Thanks Guy's!  Sadly the evening was too short & was over before Oliver Twist could ask for more.  Many of the usual faces were missing & missed.  Notably, EDM & his lovely wife, Kathie.

Carl was a good boy & didn't mention the terrible weather he ordered for us.  Nor did he mention anything about the up coming events.  Naturally we unchained & ungagged him so he could eat & go home.  

73 N1PRK

Carl’s Corner

New equipment at the EOC.

The Bridgewater EOC was the recent recipient of $14,000 worth of radio equipment (part of a 1.4 million dollar Department of Defense Grant).

All of this equipment is on the 800 MHz truncated State Police system and is designed to allow local communities to make contact with different agencies of Massachusetts government during an emergent situation (i.e. disaster).  The 8 Motorola handi-talkies are pre-programmed with one ICALL channel for direct contact with the Massachusetts State Police Headquarters in Framingham (which they will be monitoring 24/7) and at least 8 ITAC channels.  These channels are set on repeater frequencies for individual county agencies.

However, the repeater functions will automatically be set to the "direct" mode (i.e. repeater function disabled) for simplex type transmissions (up to 1/2 mile.  When an incident occurs, the Incident Commander or designee can go on the ICALL channel and request that the State Police "open up" a particular repeater channel (e.g. Plymouth County) for the duration of the emergency.

These radios will provide much better communications between agencies during a crisis.  See Carl, N1FY for further information regarding this system.

Marconi Special Event

By Pi Pugh, K1RV

That's right!  We have less than 4 weeks to go until KM1CC will be operational for 9 days in Wellfleet to commemorate 100 years of radio from Cape Cod.  KM1CC will be operating four HF, one Satellite and one VHF/UHF station around the clock to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of Marconi's first successful exchange of messages across the Atlantic Ocean in 1903.  Check out the Marconi Radio Club web site - http://personal.tmlp.com/k1vv/w1aa/w1aa_1001.htm for the latest updates and photos.

Marconi's daughter, Princess Electra, plans to spend part of several days with us at the Coast Guard building speaking to several groups of visiting students and Scouts!

I am still awaiting word from some of the Marconi Radio Club members about your times to be available for operating during the nine days.  We want to make sure that everyone gets an opportunity to operate.  We have plenty of operating slots available and lots of "bunk space" for those who want to stay overnight.

We are also looking for other Hams from near and far to come to visit and operate during these nine days.  There will be radios available for SSB, CW, FM, Digital and even AM!  We also need additional Satellite operators.  We expect to be available for IRLP contacts throughout the event.  Our ISS contact will take place during that week and representatives from NASA will be doing a presentation at the visitor center.

We are currently working on special "High Visibility" 100th Anniversary KM1CC operator tee shirts.  These shirts will be available to everyone and should be priced at $15.00 each with any surplus $$ to be used to help defray some of the operating expenses during the week.  For anyone who wants a shirt, but is unable to attend; please add $5.00 for shipping, etc.  Please let me know what size you want ASAP.

It looks like we will be having a Marconi informational update meeting at the Bickfords on Rt. 53 in Hanover, MA on Dec 14th.  Breakfast is at 7:00 AM with a brief meeting to follow.  I will be accepting tee shirt orders and $$

Everyone is welcome at this meeting.  Remember that the significance of this anniversary is HUGE!  This will be a "once in a lifetime" opportunity for each of you to take part in commemorating an event that changed the way people communicated throughout the World. DON'T MISS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE!  This is a wonderful way to help promote awareness of Amateur Radio. 

The NEXT Anniversary event won't be until 2103!

For Sale

By Dave Riley, AA1A

The following items are taking up space and need to be moved, swapped, or sold;

Antenna Stuff:

· Dielectric professional directional wattmeter... w/100 and 1000w slugs for 100-250mhz.

· Dentron Super-Duper 1KW+ antenna tuner

· General Radio 1606A RF bridge

· General Radio 1601A VHF bridge

· Delta Electronics OIB-1 operating bridge measures R and X MF thru HF

Test equipment:

· Texscan VSM-5A spectrum analyzer 10-350 MHz.  more with converters...

· Rycom 'professional' VLF receiver, calibrated in micro and millivolts. 0-800 kHz.

· HP 8640 signal generator ( parts )

· Tek Scope 7613 no vertical plug-in

Ham stuff:

· Heathkit SB-230 linear amp.

· Much X band hardware including oscillators, waveguide, mixers, antennas...

· 10 GHz. linear transverter w/2m IF.  1' dish, self contained, 300 mile qso's...

· 10ghz transceiver kit includes modified 10m R/S transceiver, mixer, L.O. and antenna...

· 10 ghz transverter w/ 6M IF, serves also as sig gen, receiver...

· AO-40 and ATV receiver system with 2.4ghz dish, down converter, etc..

· AEA PK-232

· Yaesu FVV-760 VHF transverter

· TC-70 420mhz. ATV transceiver 1 watt and Mirage 50w solid state linear

· RAK and RAL receivers both solid stated

· Various Laser receivers, transmitters, parts

· Yaesu FT-620B all mode 6m transceiver

Icom 271 all mode 2m rig ( was used with ) 10ghz rig above

Contact Dave Riley, AA1A at dave.riley3@verizon.net

Did You Know…..

If you rearrange the letters in “THE MORSE CODE” you get “HERE COME DOTS”

CEMARK Youth Net

by Frank Murphy - N1DHW,  EMA ACC

[Editors note: The way that I read this is that a child doesn’t have to be a ham to join this net.  It might be a good way to get your child/grandchild involved in ham radio.  Think of it as ‘setting the hook’.]

CEMARC has concluded arrangements for the start of a YOUTH NET.

The YOUTH NET will air starting Sunday, November 10th at 7:00pm.   This net will be a directed net, with a teen Net Control Operator, strictly for youths up to Grade 12.  Subject matter will be at the discretion of the net attendees.  All young operators are welcome.

NO ADULTS WILL BE ALLOWED

[Note: While no adults will be recognized during the Net, parents who desire to sign their child on to the net, under their control, using their call, may do so.  However, once the Net starts, no adults will be recognized, only the child who was checked in.]

The Minuteman Repeater Association, through Kevin Paetzold, K1KWP, has graciously made available their linked system to air this net, and will have control operators monitoring.  In addition, Ann Weldon, KA1PON, a mother, grandmother, Club President, and school teacher, has agreed to act as a mentor and help to coordinate this net.

What can you and I do?  First, talk up the net start.  Then, advise all youths that you are aware of to try connecting to one or more of the MMRA repeaters before the net starts to see which repeater works best.  Help them decide if you can.  Check the MMRA web site for a list of repeaters at: <http://www.MMRA.org>

The future of amateur radio and our clubs depends on the young operators.  Their future in continuing in the hobby depends on us.  Let's not fail them, or ourselves.

Please direct any questions to:

· Frank Murphy - N1DHW  <n1dhw@arrl.net> or

· Ann Weldon - KA1PON   <aweldon@aol.com> or

· Kevin Paetzold -K1KWP k1kwp@arrl.net
Plymouth Plantation

The Whitman Amateur Radio Club conducted a two-day special event from the Plimoth Plantation over the weekend following Thanksgiving.

Bruce Hayden, President of the Whitman Club reports that 16 area amateur radio operators “hams” set up five base stations and portable antennas at the re-creation of the 17th century Pilgrim settlement and Indian homesite.  They exchanged contacts with just over 170 other amateur radio operators in 32 States, 8 foreign countries and 4 Canadian Provinces 

The ham operators spread the word of Plimoth Plantation over the airways.  They explained about the living museum and how they found the visitors, especially the children, amazed by the actors, dressed as Pilgrims and trained to speak in the language of the time.  The ‘settlers’, to stay ‘in part’ would not acknowledge the existence of any of our modern technical wonders as they explained about the harsh reality of early Pilgrim life.

In preparation of the event, notice of the program was published in QST.  The crew found amateur radio operators from all over the world waiting to make contact with Plimoth Plantation. 

Each amateur who contacted the club station WA1NPO, was entitled to receive a certificate suitable for framing which includes a picture of the Mayflower II and confirms the date and time of the contact.

Along with listening to one of the conventional voice stations, Walter Dolson K1BZD of Whitman set up a message center and 36 visitors took advantage of the opportunity to send messages to friends or relatives.  Walter was able to explain to the visitors to the plantation how we practice sending routine messages, via radio to amateur radio operators in the local neighborhood who pick up the phone and deliver the message free of charge. Walter also explained how these routine messages could quickly change to priority or emergency messages in times of National emergencies. 

The Licensed operators who were able to participate in this special event were Jeff Tracey N1SOM and Mike Marinucci N1FRV of Abington, Roy Logan KB1CYV of Bridgewater, Ed Meehan N1NTZ of Brockton, Bill McInerney N1KBV of Buzzards Bay, Chris Tilden N1WWI and George Pedro KE1KR of E. Bridgewater, George Davis KC1FZ of Hingham, John Coombs WQ1L and Jim Gilbert W5IRW of Marshfield, Jim Halpin KB1ETW, Jim O’Rourke WG1L and Don Keene KA1PJX of No. Weymouth, Bruce Hayden NI1X of Raynham and Bill Hayden N1FRE and Walter Dolson K1BZD of Whitman.
Merry Christmas to All

From all of us on the Staff at MARANews, Editor Kathie N1SGT, and Publisher Bob, N1EDM, we wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Joe Serilla, W1JOE

Vice-President: John Wittey, N1PRK

Treasurer: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Secretary: Roy Logan, KB1CYV

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FY
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  W1GMF-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


Qsl via

www.eqsl.com

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com
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