[image: image1.png]


[image: image4.jpg]



Founded January 6, 1962

December, 2000

Volume XXXIX  Issue 12

A MARA Minute

November, 2000

MEETING OPENED: 2000

President Bob KA1DZA presiding.

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

KA1DZA, N1EDM, W1GMF, N1PRK

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

Treasury Report read. Motion: Accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Secretary Report printed in Newsletter/Webpage. Motion: Accepted as published.

Seconded/Approved

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Carl, N1FY, announced to the membership that the new noises and tones heard on the repeater meant that there was a totally new repeater system on the hill.  The Town of Bridgewater donated the system through the efforts of Carl, N1FY, and Herb Lemon, KC1ZW (head of EOC).  On November 18, 2000 a brand new Kendecom package was installed at the repeater site.  The entire system was graciously presented to MARA because of the effort the members have contributed to the town of Bridgewater EOC.

The package consists of a Kendecom 100-watt repeater, new duplexers, new controller, and a new voice recorder.  The package was donated with no strings attached.  Carl explained that the new phone patch is much better than the old one, but that users will need to use different operating techniques than those used on the old repeater.  Carl also explained that work will be done on the controller from time to time, so if some of the repeater features appear to be non-functional, please be patient.  It could mean that one of the Repeater operators is doing some programming.  More detailed information will be passed to members as the controller is programmed and updated. If anyone wishes further information on the controller or phone patch can contact N1FDX, N1FY, or W1GMF.  And, MARA passes many THANKS to the Town and people of Bridgewater.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Gil spoke briefly on the matter of insurance.  There is a new attachment to the old ARRL insurance package.  We will be reviewing it to see if it covers Club equipment.

2. Gil suggested that if members have VHF radios without PL, they might like to install a tone board.  There is a good chance that the repeater will go to full time PL activation. 

3. Gil spoke about the upcoming Christmas Dinner. All reservations and money have to be in to the treasurer by Dec 1. Good group going this year. See ya there.

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Herb KC1ZW, spoke about the Bridgewater EOC and what his plans are for the EOC. He also thanked the club for the backing they have given to the Town of Bridgewater when needed. He spoke of the team of hams he has formed to act as the nucleus of the group operating the EOC.  There will be a format and training session designed to help new members and operators to the team.  This is just in the beginning stages and more will be forth coming.

2. Herb presented the Nucleus team with special jackets identifying them as Emergency Communicators, to be used in times of Emergency drills and events.

Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

Phil Temples, K9HI, elected Section Manager

(Edited)

Ballots have been counted in two ARRL Section Manager races, and new SMs have been elected in Eastern Massachusetts and South Carolina.  Incumbent SMs were returned to office in eight other ARRL sections.

In the Eastern Massachusetts Section, Philip E. Temples, K9HI, of Watertown outpolled Stan Laine, WA1ECF, 781 to 351.

Ballots were counted November 21 at ARRL Headquarters. The terms of office for all successful candidates are two years, beginning January 1, 2001.

[Phil Temples spoke at our October meeting, while running for Election.  MARA extends hearty congratulations to Phil, and wishes for a long, and successful run as SM!]

ARLS021 Phase 3D is In Orbit!

Edited from ARLS021 and ARLS022

In what was described as a ''spectacular nighttime launch,'' the next-generation AMSAT Phase 3D Amateur Radio satellite blasted off from Earth on schedule November 16 at 0107z.  Hitching a ride aboard an Ariane 5 vehicle, Phase 3D was among four satellite payloads heading off into orbit from the European Spaceport in Kourou, French Guiana--just five degrees north of the equator.

''It was a textbook launch,'' said Phase 3D Mission Director and AMSAT-DL Executive Vice President Peter Guelzow, DB2OS. Guelzow, who's filling in for Phase 3D Project Leader Karl Meinzer, DJ4ZC, said that from launch through separation about 45 minutes later, ''all received telemetry indicates the launch went perfectly, and our satellite appears to be in very good health.''

When Phase 3D was successfully deployed by the Ariane 5 launcher at 0153z, cheers erupted from the AMSAT team monitoring the flight's progress from the Arianespace control room.

The Ariane5 placed Phase 3D into geostationary transfer orbit, from where it will be nudged into its final elliptical orbit. It was the last of the four payloads to be ejected into orbit by the launch vehicle. The satellite is not expected to be ready for general use for about nine months.  To move P3D from the geostationary transfer orbit, the satellite's onboard arcjet motor will burn intermittently at perigee over a 270-day period, with final inclination and apogee adjustments made by the spacecraft's 400 Newton motor.

The satellite's initial orbit puts it some 585 miles above Earth at the closest point.  Phase 3D's final elliptical orbital configuration will put the satellite some 2500 miles away from Earth at its nearest point, and some 29,500 miles at its farthest.

At 630 pounds and some 20 feet across when the solar panels are deployed, Phase 3D is the largest Amateur Radio satellite ever put into space.  The launch culminates years of planning, design and construction as well as an ambitious fundraising campaign

Plans are [now] in place to make AO-40 available for a limited period of general amateur use ''possibly within a week or two,'' says AMSAT-NA President Robin Haighton, VE3FRH.  Just when and how the ''limited operation'' will occur is up to the ground controllers, Haigton said. The provisional operation would involve ''one or two bands at a time.''  Since the satellite's solar panels will not be deployed until AO-40 is in its final orbit, full power will not be available.

The most likely configurations for the limited test period would be 70 cm up and 2 meters down, and 1.2 GHz up and 2.4 GHz down, SSB and CW.

AMSAT has stressed that the Phase 3D/AO-40 controllers are closely monitoring the power budget and the satellite's current orbital parameters. ''These two areas will be among the most important factors that determine what happens with P3D in the near future,'' AMSAT said this week.

From all indications, most AO-40 systems are working properly at this point, with the possible exception of the 70-cm transmitter.  Phase 3D Project Manager Karl Meinzer, DJ4ZC, says ''a problem with the 70 cm transmitter'' led controllers to shift the telemetry downlink from 70-cm to 2 meters, 145.898 MHz.

For more information, visit the AMSAT-NA Web site, http://www.amsat.org/.

FCC Seeks to Require FCC Registration Number

ARLB048

The FCC has proposed requiring everyone it does business with, to obtain and use a FCC Registration Number--or FRN.  Amateurs registered with the ULS have been assigned a 10-digit FRN by the Commission Registration System--or CORES.  The FCC has not made its use mandatory, however.

The FCC says requiring individuals and entities to obtain an FRN will help it to better track and manage the collection of fees. The FCC proposes requiring that FRNs be provided with any filings that require payment of a fee, such as the vanity fee for amateurs. FCC Form 159 has been modified to accommodate this requirement, the FCC says.

Flea Markets and Exams

John Wittey, N1PRK

Marlboro Middle School: Saturday Feb 17 2001 Flea Market, 10AM to 2PM.

Amateur Exams start at 9AM - 11.00 AM.  Location: Marlboro Middle School, Thresher Drive, Marlborough MA.  Directions: Off 495 Rt. 20.  Talk in 146.61 & 449.925

Club Videos Available

John Wittey has some ARRL videos available for checkout.  They are: 

· 1935 Tour of ARRL HQ; 

· TransAtlantic Tests & Station 1BCG; 

· Major Howard Armstrong; 

· Amateur TV; Packet; AMSAT; AMTOR; Baudot;

· When Disaster Strikes; 

· Field Day Fever; 

· Disaster Drill; 

· Last Voice from Kuwait; 

Spark Gap; and, Everything you wanted to know about Antenna's

For Sale - 2M Amp 

Dave Bourque, WB1FLD

Motorola tube amp.  Currently modified for SSB/CW operation.  It needs a simple power supply change.  This amp is a Motrac, and was originally used in a commercial pager use in the 154MHz band.  I've been using it tuned to its limits at 144MHz so going to 147MHz shouldn't be a problem.  The amp requires about 10 watts of drive for full output on FM.  This easily yields about 200 watts with the current set of tubes.  I have spare tubes but they are softer.  This is the same amp that is currently running the Derry 146.850 repeater.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Bob Pratt, KA1DZA

Vice-President: Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

Treasurer: John Wittey, N1PRK

Secretary: Gil Follett, W1GMF

Repeater Trustee: Jay Zappulla, N1FDX

Callsign Trustee: Carl Aveni, N1FYZ
2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0) 


440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

WHIT Node
145.090  WA1GDJ-7 (Whitman)

DXCluster 
K1AJ, 145.690; PILGRM Node 145.730

MARA Web page
www.qsl.net/w1mv



WARC Web page
www.qsl.net/wa1npo
Skywarn

www.qsl.net/w1gmf


Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams. 
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