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Secretary’s Report

MARA Minutes 7/19/2011

18:50 Meeting called to order by Vice President, Barry, N1EZH.

Attending were: Barry, N1EZH; Roy, KB1CYV; Bruce, NI1X; Jay, N1FDX; Bill, KA1TXK; Walt, W1WCF; Bob, N1LCY; Pete, N1NVV and Loren, N1IQI. 

Secretary’s Report  accepted as printed in the newsletter

Treasurer’s Report accepted read by Barry N1EZH

Repeater Report –status quo

Old Business 

Speakers for meetings – let us know if you would like to speak at one of the meetings or know anyone willing to present on a amateur radio related subject.

Bill, KA1TXK: Said he may be able contact  LT. Scott Billings as a possible

speaker?

Bruce - NI1X; suggested that Paul - N1VTI may give a presentation on his

portable Packet Station.  Jim - W1JT Packet Bulletin Board (His is in

Holbrook), presentation on how to set up a Packet Station, or Phil - N1XTB

Packet Bulletin Board set up and operation.

Health & Welfare:

Try to find out where Gil - W1GMF may be recovering at or send a card to his

home. (A suggestion was made to have some Blank Cards available at meetings

so members in attendance could sign it prior to mailing it out?)

Thanks goes out to all hams that volunteered for the Camp Youmekus Triathlon - July 10th 

Operators needed for our Tuesday night net. 

Alternate meeting places were discussed.

Bill, KA1TXK Said he may be able to speak to someone about possibly meeting over

by Christmas Tree Shop Plaza or Cirellis (Now Owned by Perkins)?

Antenna for top of EOC was discussed – Need to replace  the Antenna (or Antennas/Cables?) for the Bridgewater EOC on top of the Academy Building Roof - Need to get an update from Carl - N1FY and arrange the logistics of purchasing and/or replacing the equipment.

Field Day was a success at the Bridgewater YMCA

New Business 

Aug 8th Monday statewide hurricane drill 7 –9 pm 145.250 pl 77

South Shore Hospital - Run To The Rock Road Race- Sept 10th in Plymouth.

John - KB1QEM is looking for volunteers  to help on September 10th.  Please

email John at SSHARC@gmail.com if you would like more information or would

like to volunteer to help.

Next Triathelon is in Brockton on September 25th – DW Field Park

Jeff’s N1ZZN Norwell 220 repeater back operational  - please use it 224.060 pl 103.5

WARC Fox Hunt Sat July 23rd 10am  Whitman 7 mile radius, 146.535

Marshfield Fair

Bruce - NI1X mentioned that the Whitman Amateur Radio Club is still looking for

volunteers to fill HAM Radio Operator slots during the 10 day event.  There

are 3 shifts per day, so please contact Bruce - NI1X or Bill - N1FRE if you

would like to help out.  Free tickets to the Fair are available to

participants.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Keene

N1LCY

MARA Secretary

Next Meeting :  August 16, 2011   at  

Bridgewater Public Library  6:30 P.M.

Brockton Triathlon  Sept 25 2011

Again this year we will be looking for volunteers to assist

with the Triathlon on Sept 25 at DW Field park in Brockton.

If you can help, please mark your calendar.  Details on where and

when we will meet will be in next month’s newsletter.

Change in VE  Schedule

Please Note  the change in the VE schedule on the masthead at the bottom page of the

newsletter.  Exams are now being held every month in Braintree.

Bootable Linux Ubuntu CD  with Ham Radio Apps

I ran across a link to a webpage that has a downloadable iso file

which you burn onto a CD. It contains a Linux Ubuntu operating system and

a number of ham radio applications written for the Linux  operating system.

If you have a windows based computer you just put the cd in the drive and boot

from it .All the apps will also run from the CD. It is also possible to install this in

a dual boot configuration on your hard drive, flash drive or if you have a spare computer

install it on that.

The link to the file is http://sourceforge.net/projects/kb1oiq-andysham/  

    Boots as a Live CD which can also be installed to the hard drive or a USB thumb drive

    Uses the icewm window manager

    Contains a large number of amateur radio programs

    Amateur Radio menu customized for ease of use

    Nothing proprietary (as far as I know)

    Almost everything came directly from the Ubuntu repositories

FEMA Courses for ARES

If you are an ARES operator  or are interested in becoming one, A knowledge of the

Incident Command System  is required to understand the functions and protocols

the emergency management systems in use.

The following information was supplied from the national ARES organization.

Many of these courses are requirements for ARES operators registering with local emergency management/public safety agencies and more and more ARES programs across the country. Along with the basic ARRL emcomm course, they form the foundation for an educated, certified, trained corps of ARES volunteers prepared to serve as assets and not liabilities to their communities during disaster situations.

Here are links to FEMA courses of critical interest to ARES operators:

ICS-100.b Introduction to Incident Command System 

ICS-200.b ICS for Single Incidents and Initial Action Incidents 

IS-700 NIMS: An Introduction 

IS-800 National Response Framework 

IS-240.a Leadership & Influence 

IS-241.a Decision Making & Problem Solving
IS-250 Emergency Support Function 15 (ESF-15) External Affairs 

IS-1 Emergency Manager, An Orientation to the Position 

IS-288 The Role of Voluntary Agencies in Emergency Management 

IS-244.a Developing and Managing Volunteers 

IS-120.a An Introduction to Exercises 

IS-130 Exercise Evaluation and Improvement Planning 

IS-139 Exercise Design
Vanity Call Sign Fee to Go Up in September
On August 10, the FCC announced via a Final Rule in the Federal Register that the cost of an Amateur Radio vanity call sign will increase 90 cents, from to $13.30 to $14.20. The new fees take effect 30 days after publication, making September 9, 2011, the first day the new fee is in effect. The vanity call sign regulatory fee is payable not only when applying for a new vanity call sign, but also upon renewing a vanity call sign for a new term. The first vanity call sign licenses issued under the current Amateur Radio vanity call sign program that began in 1996 came up for renewal five years ago. The FCC is authorized by the Communications Act of 1934, As Amended, to collect vanity call sign fees to recover the costs associated with that program.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL
New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2011
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~

*******************************************************************************

2011                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1

20 Aug St Albans VT StARC @VFW $5@9                   Arn N1ARN 802 309 0666 W

21 Aug Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

                   Third Sunday April thru October

28 Aug Adams MA NoBARC @FG $4@8 TG$10@7           Timothy KE3HT 413 822 7075 W

10 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7            Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385 W

10 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN                 John 860 673 0518

11 Sept Newtown CT CARA @TownHall @8:30 sell@7        Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880 W+

17 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch               William AA1ZR 207 853 2951 A

17 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW                    Rick K1KYI 401 864 9611 A+

18 Sept Cambridge MA             FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

2 Oct Queens NY HoSARC $5@9 $10/sp@7:30          Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 W

9 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@8         John N1GNV 203 440 4468

14,15 Oct Deerfield NH Nearfest X @FG                Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 T

15 Oct Greenwood NS GARC @CommCtr $4@10 T/Free        Guy VE1NC 902 825 6151 W+

16 Oct Cambridge MA              FLEA at MIT               Nick 617 253 3776 F

22 Oct Longueuil PQ MSSARC @PlDesauln $5@9 $10/T@6 David VE2EDF 450 672 9791 W+

29 Oct Gales Ferry CT TCARC Auction @FireCo @10    Darryl WA1DD 860 443 7799

4 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245 3228

5,6 Nov Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~    John 781 592 2553

5 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions @8AM               Chris KB1QVM 603 434 6137

12 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7  Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422

3 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @8AM Indoor       John 860 673 0518

General Class Q&A Now Available for Kindle
The fourth edition of ARRL's General Q&A is now available from Amazon.com for the Kindle. This e-book is your authoritative guide to every question in the General (Element 3) question pool -- everything you need to pass your General class license exam. When you use ARRL's General Q&A, you can be sure that you are using the best way to review for the 35 question exam. The e-book includes every question -- and answer -- in the General class question pool, utilizing a multiple-choice format similar to the one on the actual exam. The current General class question pool is valid through June 30, 2015.

Kindle is shaped much like a book, with a paper-like screen that displays text and pictures. You do not need a Kindle to download and purchase the General Q&A: those who have the Kindle application installed on their Apple iPhone iPod touch, Android smartphone -- or even on their computer -- can download the book for use on these devices. Each version of the Q&A lets you review questions and answers from that element's entire question pool so you can pass your exam. The Tech Q&A, General Q&A and Extra Q&A are available from Amazon.com for $9.99 each. The soft cover version of the General Q&A is also available for $17.95. Upgrade and enjoy more frequency privileges today.

This Week on the Radio

· August 12 -- NCCC Sprint Ladder
· August 13-14 -- Maryland-DC QSO Party; WAE DX Contest (CW)

· August 14 -- SKCC Weekend Sprint

Next week:
· August 19 -- NCCC Sprint Ladder

· August 20 -- Feld Hell Sprint

· August 20-21 -- ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest (local time); SARTG WW RTTY Contest; North American QSO Party (SSB); Russian District Award Contest; CWOps CW Open

· August 21 -- ARRL Rookie Roundup (RTTY); SARL Digital Contest

· August 22 -- Run for the Bacon QRP Contest

· August 24 --

· August 24-25 -- CWops Mini-CWT Test

DX NEWS

NEPAL, 9N.  Fernando, WP4FE is active as 9N1FE, usually on 20

meters.  QSL direct to:  Fernando A Cardona, PO Box 88, Kathmandu,

Nepal

BOLIVIA, CP.  Rene, CP6/DF9GR is QRV using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK on

80-10 meters, until August 20.  QSL via home call.

PHILIPPINES, DU.  Maarten, DU9/PA3GZU will be QRV using SSB and

PSK31 on 40, 20, 15 and 10 meters from August 12 to September 4.

QSL via home call.

MARKET REEF, OJ0.  Dervin, PD9DX, Marc, ON8AK, and Max, ON5UR will

be active as OJ0UR from August 13-20.  QSLs via bureau or direct to

M0URX (SAE plus 1 IRC/2 USDs) or via LoTW.

SINT MAARTEN, PJ7.  Travis, PJ7/AF6WU, and Kjerstin, PJ7/KJ0DVA will

be active using SSB on 20, 17 and 15 meters until August 15.  QSL

via AF6WU (direct preferred) and LoTW.

BENIN, TY.  The DXCoffee team of C31CT, IW3SQY, IT9YVO, IZ8GCE,

IZ4AKS and SP3DOI is signing TY1KS with two stations on CW, SSB and

RTTY on all HF bands including 6 meters until August 15.  QSL via

IZ7KHR.

ST PIERRE ET MIQUELON, FP.  Mike, FP/VE2XB will be active on HF and

especially on 6 meters from August 14-21.  QSL via VE2XB.

ANTARCTICA, VP8/A.  Gerard, ZS6KX is QRV as ZS6KX/7 from the SANAE

IV Base.  He has been spotted using SSB on 20 meters from 1400-1700

UTC.  QSL via ZS6KX.

SVALBARD, JW.  Didi, JW/OE9SDV is QRV from Longyearbyen until August

26.  Listen for him on the usual IOTA frequencies.  QSL via bureau

to his home call.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, A61.  Members of the South East Europe Contest

Club will be active as A61K during the CQWW DX SSB Contest (October

29-30) as a Multi-2 entry.  Operators mentioned are Romeo, S52RU,

Khalid, A61BK, Khalid, A61K, Nenad, YU2M, Marko, YT2T, Suad, DK6XZ

and possibly others.  QSL via EA7FTR.

MALTA, 9H.  Walter, ON7PX is working as 9H3PW with QRP power on 40-6

meters until August 12.  QSL via home call.

SABA, PJ6.  Fred, K9VV will be active as PJ6/K9VV from Saba Island 

(NA-145) September 4-9.  Activity will be holiday style primarily on

CW with some SSB and no digital.  QSL via K5WW.

WESTERN MALAYSIA, 9M2.  Alex, 9M2/SQ9UM is QRV using CW, RTTY and

SSB on 40-6 meters until September 4.  QSL via home call.

BALEARIC ISLANDS, EA6.  Adrian, AA5UK will be active as EA6/AA5UK

from Ibiza between October 20 and November 3.  Activity will be

holiday style on 80-10 meters using mostly SSB and various digital

modes.  He will also be in the CQWW DX SSB Contest (October 29-30)

as a Single-Op/ All-Band/Low-Power entry.  QSL via his home call

sign, by the Bureau, direct, LoTW or eQSL.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

Vice-President: Barry Kennedy N1EZH

Treasurer: Phil McNamara N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
Bridge APRS Node 145.09  W1MV-1
Packet BBS
145.09 N1XTB-4

Packet Node Brockton  145.09 W1JOE-7 (BROCK)

DX Clusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

Newsletter Editor    maranews@w1mv.org
WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 428 Bridgewater, MA 02324

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM at the Bridgewater Public Library in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every month, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com Walk-ins are no longer permitted. We will be hosting VE exams at 8:45 at the Watson building. This is the new exam location for the Braintree Radio Club sponsors. If you know of anyone planning to take an exam, please have them drop a note to Bill - k1wn@aol.com to confirm a reservation.
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