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Founded February 6, 1962

August 2008

Volume 47 Issue 08

Secretary’s Report

Meeting called to order at 20:00 by new VP, N1JFU

Introductions were done.

Members and guests present were:

Phil, N1XTB; Bob, N1EDM; Bruce, NI1X; Steve, N1JFU; Barry, N1EZH; Dave, N1LUM; Roy, KB1CYV; David, WA1UMT; Bob, K1WGU; Bob, N1LCY; and John, N1PRK.

Treasurer’s report accepted as presented by Phil, N1XTB

Secretary’s Report accepted as printed in the newsletter.

ARRL Insurance was discussed.

New member Dave, N1LUM was accepted.

Repeaters – 

All batteries in good condition 

Rig Runner in the rack – Power gates

Phil checked things at repeater site – all OK

Equipment inventory (pictures) taken by Phil & Lou

Kenwood TKR750 2 meter Repeater may be ordered soon – N1JFU 

Possible 220 – 900mhz repeaters added to our shack in the future?

2 meter squelch tail?

Field Day was discussed. New rebuilt chuck wagon – W1JOE

Triathlon  was discussed  - 

Old Business - 15 State MARS Drill – EOC Framingham Hurricane Scenario 

Sept – D W Field Park Triathlon

Aug 4 ARES state hurricane drill

Boxboro ARRL Convention  - August 22-24

Aug 15-24 the Marshfield Fair Volunteers -contact NI1X

MIT Flea Sunday

Phil explained MARS in a nutshell.

Meeting adjourned @ 20:55 

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Keene, N1LCY

Secretary

Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on August 19, 2008 at the EOC.

Net operators are needed for the Tuesday & Saturday night nets. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

Pete   N1NVV

W1JOE’s NEW CHUCKWAGON TRAILER

In the July Newsletter you may remember seeing photos of W1JOE’s New

Chuckwagon  Trailer.  Joe has used his trailer for a number of years as the kitchen 

for a Boy Scout camp  as well as various other events including  MARA field days.

Normal wear and tear had taken its toll on the trailer, and this spring  two carpenters

at Camp Sayre decided that Joe’s trailer needed some work.  They stripped the superstructure off the ex-Starcraft 8 Camper frame and proceeded to construct a new onecomplete with an EDPM rubber roof. 

The new trailer received a fresh coat of forest green paint and new lights It is bright and shiny! W1JOE first used it at Field Day in June when he prepared dinner for the MARA crew.

In the photo you will see the new carved sign the carpenters created to emblazon the back of the trailer.
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NEW 70 CM COORDINATION AGREEMENT REACHED FOR NEW ENGLAND
 
In the next step of developing a long-term procedure to mitigate
interference to the Air Force PAVE PAWS radar site at Cape Cod Air Force
Station in Massachusetts, the ARRL has brokered a deal that will allow
new coordinations to be considered by the New England Spectrum
Management Council (NESMC) on the 70 cm band.
 
ARRL Regulatory Information Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, has been
engaged in discussions with Lou Harris, N1UEC, of NESMC; USAF Colonel
Chris Gentry, commander of the Cape Cod PAVE PAWS Radar installation,
and Dave Pooley of Air Force Space Command Headquarters, to craft
additional procedures that would allow NESMC to consider new or modified
70 cm repeater applications.
 
"The plan being put into place will allow NESMC to resume 70 cm
coordination while putting into place some checks and procedures which
will allow the Air Force to be notified when a new repeater is going on
the air within the area around the radar sites," Henderson said. "NESMC
continues as the frequency coordinator for amateur repeaters, which is
their role."
 
The ARRL will work with NESMC on Longley-Rice modeling to obtain an
estimated signal strength at the radar of the new repeater. Once this
occurs, Henderson said the ARRL will "then make a recommendation --
based on our knowledge of current repeater signals -- if the proposed
repeater should be at or near limits that that should allow it to
operate without interference to the radar."
 
Henderson added that this is not an exact science: "Some levels of
degradation of the radar receiver levels are only detectable by precise
testing. The unit of the Air Force that provides that testing only
visits the Cape Cod site about once a year. It is possible that a
repeater that had been in operation for a while under the new procedures
would have to address an interference issue when that future testing is
performed."
 
Calling it "fortunate" to have Harris, Pooley and Skinner involved in
the process, Henderson said, that if successful, "The procedures being
put into place can serve as a model for addressing the same issues in
other situations which might arise, such as the mitigation project
around the PAVE PAWS site at Beale Air Force Base in California."
 
Part of the new agreement includes the ARRL serving as the point of
contact for the Air Force if new interference is detected. "The ARRL is
providing a mechanism whereby and future interference issues can be
immediately addressed and hopefully resolved," said Henderson. "It makes
sense to have a 'first step' whereby an amateur is given the opportunity
to address concerns before a more formal FCC interaction would have to
be considered by the Air Force. This plan hopefully provides that step."
 
The agreement does not inject the ARRL into a formal role in repeater
coordinations; the role of the League in the coordination process will
be simply to provide the NESMC coordinator with an assessment of the
proposed repeater's signal strength, as well as potential for
interference at the radar site. "While we do not have the specific
receiver sensitivity requirements, Air Force officials have indicated
our previous calculations for repeaters already involved are 'in the
ball park,'" Henderson stated. "We should be able to provide NESMC with
a relatively informed assessment for any new repeater, but the final
decision on whether to coordinate a repeater remains in the hands of
NESMC."


The ARRL New England Division Convention at BOXBORO!
Aug 22nd, 23rd and 24th, 2008
www.boxboro.org
 ALL radio enthusiasts are invited to attend the ARRL New England Division Convention at the Holiday Inn Boxboro Woods in Boxborough, Massachusetts.
There's a lot to do at Boxboro! In addition to the many educational Forums, Seminars and meetings, outdoor Flea Market, VE Exams and Special Events Station W1A there will be many Commercial Exhibitors and vendors offering the latest in radio equipment, books, accessories and who knows what else? You never know what treasures, old and new, you will find at Boxborough! Meet and greet your friends at the Friday night Patriot DX Dinner. Hear ARRL 1st Vice President Kay Cragie, N3KN, at the Saturday night Banquet! Take part in the Wouff Hong Ceremony! Hourly Prizes! Big-Time Major Prizes (visit the website for details) Saturday night and Sunday afternoon!
 

Don’t miss Boxboro! 2008 - www.boxboro.org 




 HYPERLINK "http://www.boxboro.org/" \o "http://www.boxboro.org/" \t "_blank" 
See the website for special Friday evening events. Flea Market opens Saturday 0900 sharp for buyers and tailgaters. Admission: $15 per person (good for all days). Flea market $10 per space. DX Dinner $35 (specify fish or chicken). Saturday Night Banquet $40. Ample free parking is available. Purchase advance tickets and banquet tickets online at www.boxboro.org (PayPal accepted), at area hamfests, and by mail. Mail orders go to Ed Anderson/FEMARA, 104 Gould Hill Road Greenfield, NH 03047.
 Special Note: General Admission and Flea Market spaces can be purchased at the event. However, due to catering requirements, tickets for the Friday evening Patriot DX Dinner and Saturday banquet MUST BE purchased in advance. If you wish to participate in either or both of these events, be sure to visit our website to get your tickets!
 


Special Room rate is $90 per night but must be reserved by August 1st. Reserve by phone 978-263-8701. Be sure to ask for the special Boxboro Ham Radio Convention rates. 
 

The Holiday Inn Boxboro Woods in Boxborough, MA is located on Route 111 just off I-495 at Exit 28. GPS coordinates: 42° 29' N long. / 71° 32.6' W lat. Talk-in on the following frequencies: 53.810 -1.0 PL71.9, 147.270 +0.6 PL146.2, 224.880 -1.6, PL103.5 and 449.925 -5.0 PL88.5.
 Order tickets now at the official Boxboro Web Site: www.boxboro.org.
GERMAN RADIO MANUFACTURER HALTS TRANSCEIVER PRODUCTION 
 
In a surprise move, Hilberling GmbH <http://www.hilberling.com/> has
stopped production on the much anticipated PT-8000 series of HF/VHF
Amateur Radio transceivers. Apparently due to CE marking regulations
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CE_mark>, Hilberling had to make constant
adjustments to the design of the radio and was unable to repeat the
performance of prototypes in production models and was not able to
justify the expense involved with further redesign work. The CE mark
certifies that a product has met European Union health, safety and
environmental requirements, ensuring consumer safety. Array Solutions
<http://www.arraysolutions.com> -- which had been set to be the North
American distributor for the transceiver series -- featured the PT-8000
at its booths at the 2008 Dayton Hamvention.

HF DIGITAL VOICE PROGRAMS ONCE AGAIN AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD 
 
Citing codec (coding/decoding) licensing issues, three free Windows
programs for sound card-based HF digital voice were yanked from their
download site for a short time recently, surprising hams who are
interested in HF digital voice operation; several online groups that
supported the software were also closed for a short time.
 
WinDRM, DRMDV and FDMDV, all written by Cesco Lanza, HB9TLK, used a
codec that was developed for the US Department of Defense and NATO.
Rights to various forms of the codec are held by several companies.
According to Gary Pearce, KN4AQ, the companies have "winked" at ham
radio use for several years, but a recent complaint caused the programs
to be pulled from the download site. "Lanza did a quick rewrite to use
an open-source codec, and now WinDRM and FDMDV are back," Pearce said.
"DRMDV, an intermediate program between the other two, has been
abandoned. WinDRM could always use the open-source Speex codec, but
FDMDV users will need to download the new version."
 
Pearce said these three programs all allow hams to transmit and receive
digital voice by connecting their PC sound card to an ordinary SSB
transceiver: "The result has been surprisingly high quality audio, with
virtually no noise -- sort of like listening to FM, but in the narrow
bandwidth of a sideband signal. WinDRM, the best sounding program, uses
2.5 kHz of spectrum. FDMDV sounds a little rougher, but uses only 1.1
kHz of spectrum. They both use OFDM modulation, a set of close-spaced
carriers that are each modulated with a little bit of data to add up to
the final digital signal. The main problem with HF digital voice is that
it needs fairly strong signals. FDMDV works better with weaker signals
than WinDRM."
 
Pearce said that none of the available open-source codecs work as well
as the old one: "MELP <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MELP>, or Mixed
Excitation Linear Prediction, was designed specifically for
high-quality, low data-rate voice communication. So the on-air audio
might suffer some with the new version. Digital voice users have been
waiting and hoping for someone to concentrate on developing a codec
optimized for ham radio use, but none has been forthcoming."
 
FDMDV and WinDRM can both be downloaded from Jason Buchanan's, N1SU, Web
site <http://www.n1su.com/>.
 
The AOR digital voice modems and D-STAR radios both use the AMBE 2020
vocoder, and are not affected by the coding changes; the AMBE 2020
vocoder is a proprietary chip that is embedded in each unit.
 
For more information on WinDRM, check out QST Editor Steve Ford's,
WB8IMY, article ["Life Could Be a DReaM," pages 38-40] in the April 2007
issue of QST.

FCC TO RAISE VANITY CALL SIGN FEES 
 
On August 11, the FCC announced that the cost of an Amateur Radio vanity
call sign will increase 60 cents, from $11.70 to $12.30
<http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-08-182A1.pdf>.
The fee will increase 30 days after notice of the increase is published
in the Federal Register <http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html>; no
date has yet been set for publication. The FCC is authorized by the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, to collect vanity call sign fees
to recover the costs associated with that program. The vanity call sign
regulatory fee is payable not only when applying for a new vanity call
sign, but also upon renewing a vanity call sign for a new 10 year term.

CHINESE OLYMPIC SPECIAL EVENT STATIONS

Special Event stations for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games began operating on 

May 18 and are scheduled to continue through September 17
<http://www.bj2008ses.com.cn/>. Five special calls -- representing the
five official mascots of the 2008 Beijing Olympic games -- are on the
air: BT1OB, BT1OJ, BT1OH, BT1OY and BT1ON. The last letter of the call
sign corresponds to the first letter of the name of each mascot --
Beibei (fish), Jingjing (panda), Huanhuan (flame), Yingying (Tibetan
antelope) and Nini (swallow). A QSL card
<http://www.bj2008ses.com.cn/bt1ox.jpg>, reserved for special use
incorporating all five symbols, has also been designed. Zheng Feng,
BA4EG, will be the QSL manager for all stations. QSLs can be sent either
direct or via the bureau and will begin to be answered in October. A Web
site supporting the Special Event stations include an online log search
and QSL card received and sent status, as well as other information. An
award for contacting each of the five stations on 10-160 meters a
minimum of five times (using CW, SSB or RTTY, as well as SWL) is also
available. The Games of the XXIX Olympiad began Friday, August 8 and run
through Sunday, August 24. -- Thanks to Chris Parker, VE6PKR, and The
Daily DX for some information 

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  ***  2008
All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

August  2008                                                    

Contact          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                 


 
 
21 Aug Halifax NS HARC 75th Anv @StVincentUniv Howard VE1DHD 

 
22-24 Aug Boxboro MA FEMARA NE Conv Mike K1TWF 
 
7 Sept Windsor ME AARA @FG Bill K1NIT 

 
13 Sept Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @6AM Tailgate John 
 
13 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG @7 Darlene N2XQG 

 
13 Sept Montreal PQ WIARC Auction @ShrinerH $5@9 $15/T@8 VE2CWI 


14 Sept Newtown CT CARA @TownHall $6@8:30 $10/15@7 Joe 

 
20 Sept Alton NH MASONS @Lodge @7 Tg$10 $20/inside T Bob W1GWU 
 
20 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct Rick K1KYI 

 
20 Sept Alexander ME StCCARC @ElSch Rt9 Mike KB1GEO 

 
21 Sept Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 

 
27-28 Sept Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~ John 

 
27 Sep Drummondville PQ CRADI @StBernard $5@9$15@7 Omer VE2OML

 
5 Oct Queens NY HOSARC $5@9 $10/SP Stephen WB2KDG 

 
10-11 Oct Deerfield NH NearFest @FG Mike K1TWF 

 
12 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9 John N1GNV 

18 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 

 
18 Oct Greenwood NS NSARA @CommCtr $3@10 S@8 Burt VE1AMA 

19 Oct Cambridge MA FLEA at MIT Nick 617 253 3776 
 
 25 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA2RYV 

 
25 Oct Longueuil PQ MS-SARC @PlDesaul $5@9 $10/T@6 David VE2EDF 

 
26 Oct Hicksville NY LIMARC @LevitHall Richard K2KNB 
 
1 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$15@6 $3@8 Nelson NU1G 

 
7 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM Jim KK1W  
 
8 Nov Bourne MA FARA @UpperCC VoTech $5@9 $10/S@7 Ralph N1YHS

 
6 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @7AM Indoors John 


 
DX News

BERMUDA, VP9. Angelio, IK2RZP, will be active as VP9/IK2RZP from
August 5 to 24. Activity will be mainly SSB and the digital modes
on 17 and 12 meters. QSL via his home call sign, direct or by the
bureau.
FRANCE, TM. Special event station TM0WPC will be activated using
CW, SSB and digital modes on 160 through 2 meters from August 3 to
17, celebrating the 18th World Parachuting Championships in
Formation Skydiving. QSL via F5KEB.
 
SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, ZL. Tony, ZL2AGY, is on the air signing E51AGY.
QSL via his home call.

NEW CALEDONIA, FK. Jean-Louis, FK/F5NHJ, will be QRV August 12 to
29, concentrating on 30 meter CW and digital. He may make side
trips to other nearby islands.

SENEGAL, 6V. Members of the Senegalese SNRASEC ARC, 6W7PCT, will be
celebrating Space Week, October 4 through 10, with special call
6V7SPACE.
 
CONGO. 9Q. 9Q1TB (F5LTB), Philippe, continues to be QRV on 40
through 6 meters. He likes 20 meter SSB between 0700 and 0800z and
15 meters (21.188 mHz) in the 1500 to 1600z time frame. QSL via
SM5DJZ.

SOUTH KOREA, 6L. 6L0NJ/4 will be activated by the Gwangju DX Club,
from August 15 to 18. They will be on all the HF bands, SSB, CW and
digital. QSL via HL4XM.

HONG KONG, VR2. The Hong Kong Amateur Radio DX Association will use
the special call sign VR2008O during the Olympic Games on 40 through
6 meters with SSB, RTTY and PSK31 until August 31. QSL direct only
to VR2XMT, Charlie Ho, P.O. Box 900, Fanling Post Office, Hong Kong.
Have a look at the QSL on www.qrz.com/vr2008o .

SOUTH COOK ISLANDS, E51. Bill, N7OU, will be QRV as E51NOU between
September 15 and October 11. Activity will be on 40 to 10 meters
using low power and CW only. QSL via N7OU.

IRAN, EP. Yuki, JH1NBN, is currently active as EP3BN. His length
of stay is unknown. QSL via his home call sign.

KENYA, 5Z. Valery, RW1AU is QRV as 5Z4/RW1AU for the next several
months while on work assignment in Nairobi. He is active mostly on
SSB, but may be on CW soon. QSL via K5XK. In addition, Antonio,
IK8VRH and Enrico, 5Z4ES are QRV as 5Z4/IK8VRH from the Coast
Province North Group, IOTA AF-040, until August 17 and the Coast
Province South Group, IOTA AF-067, from August 20 to 22. Activity
is on 40, 20 and 17 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL via
operators' instructions.
 
CHILE, CE. Look for 3G1F to be QRV from the lighthouse on the del
Alacran Peninsula for the ILLW. Activity will be on 40 to 10 meters
using CW and SSB. QSL via EA5KB.
 
MOROCCO, CN. Mohamed, CN8PA is QRV as CN33M until August 26. QSL
via CN2DX.
 
URUGUAY, CV. Station CV1AA is QRV from the Faro Puerto del Buceo
West Breakwater in the ILLW. Activity is on 160 to 15 meters using
CW and SSB with two stations, and on V/UHF with one station. QSL
direct.
 
SWITZERLAND, HB. Members of the Swiss Lighthouse Activity Group
will be QRV as HB9LH from Romanshorn Lighthouse, ARLHS SWI-005,
during the ILLW. QSL via bureau.
 

  
ARGENTINA, LU. LU4WG and LU7WW will be QRV from the Punta Tehuelche
Lighthouse, ARLHS ARG-059, for the ILLW. QSL via operators'
instructions.
 
 
PALAU, T8. Hidenori, JI2TXU is QRV as T88TX from Koror, IOTA
OC-009, until August 20. Activity is on 40 to 6 meters using SSB.
QSL to home call.
 
TURKEY, TA. Karl, WA2KBZ is QRV as TA0/WA2KBZ from Buyukada Island
until September 1. This is not an IOTA. Activity is on 40, 30, 20
and 17 meters and possibly 15 meters, using mostly CW. QSL to home
call.
 
CORSICA, TK. Nicolas, F5TGR is QRV as TK/F5TGR from Porto Vecchio,
IOTA EU-014, until August 23. Activity is on 40 to 10 meters using
CW and SSB. He may be active from other coastal islands during this
time as well. QSL to home call.
 
KALININGRAD, UA2. Alex, UA2FFW has been active using RTTY on 20
meters just after 2100z.
 
INDIA,. Activity is on 40 and 20meters using CW and SSB. QSL via operators' instructions. In addition, look for AT8LH to be QRV until August 24 for the
first-ever operation from Mahabalipuram Lighthouse. Also, stations
VU2SMS/LH and VU2ROE/LH may be active until August 24 from Panaji,
Goa State. QSL via operators' instructions.
 
ASCENSION ISLAND, ZD8. Bob, VP8LP is QRV as ZD8LP on September 14.

 Activity is on 40 to 10 meters. QSL direct.
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Pete Curley, N1NVV

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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