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Secretary’s Report

MARA MEETING, 7/17/2007

This months meeting started promptly at 2000 hrs with Carl calling for the roll call.

The following members were present. Carl N1FY, Gil W1GMF, Phil N1XTB, Pete N1NVV, Lee KB1OXL, Allan K1VQ, Roy KB1CYV, Dave WA1UMT, Bruce NI1X, Walt W1WCF.

The treasurer's report was read and accepted with notation that more funds will be coming into the club in the near future.

Gil spoke on the condition of the repeaters as all working very well as usual. He noted that the Echolink was back working on the .18 repeater finally. There was a glitch with the server and router which needed to be addressed. Also that the West Bridgewater 449.275 repeater should be linked with the RI repeater some time this summer and also hopes of another in Burlington, MA to be connected. This will certainly give us a great 440 coverage in eastern MA.

Carl spoke about SKYWARN and ARES activities. We were really blessed in our area that the troublesome storms all went North and has little effect in our area. However, the storms that did come thru New England were very severe and did cause alot of damage. Our resident Cook at Camp Storer in NH, Joe W1JOE, called Carl and stated that during the last storm up there he was on the phone and got zapped thru the telephone lines and got knocked off his chair. He reports that he is ok from the incident and that it was quite a shocking experience. I guess he now deserves the knick name of CURLEY.

Carl also spoke about the Camp Yomechas Triathalon event this past Sunday. We had 10 hams that participated and many thanks to all of them for doing a great job. There were about 400 participants with only a couple medical issues. Whitey K1VV showed up to participate and he stated that the event was handled and set up excellently and he enjoyed working the event. He said he might try and make a video next year. Carl also suggested to the coordinators that an EMT be stationed outside the camp as most incidents happen outside and it is hard to get the EMT out of the camp ground.

Carl spoke about one more service event that will be coming up in September. It will be at Fields Park in Brockton. We have served that event for the past few years and we will continue to do so as long as we are invited. Anyone may join us on that event to lend a hand. Never too many hams.

The meeting was concluded at 2040 hrs.

Gil W1GMF

Notes From The Field

The next MARA meeting will be held on August 21, 2007 at the EOC.

Net operators are needed for the Saturday night net. If you are interested please contact Carl N1FY.

In order to know what the members would like to see and not see in the newsletter I need 
your comments-good or bad. I have set up an e-mail address just for handling the newsletter. 
I would appreciate articles, pictures, comments, stories, club histories –things that might 
interest the members. The email address is MARANews@hotmail.com. 

 Pete   N1NV V

Tragic Death

Deborah Belcher - the wife of local HAM Steve Belcher W1TAV - died in a 

motorcycle accident last week.. 

Steve W1TAV has been active in HAM radio for over 20 years, is a regular 

on the Bridgewater REPEATER and is known by many of us. 

Donations In her memory may be made to 

East Bridgewater Boy Scouts – Troop 32

C/O Lois Nelson

30 Stonebridge Way

East Bridgewater, MA  02333

or to your local charity.

A donation in her memory was made by MARA to the East Bridgewater Boy Scouts

Phil McNamara

Treasurer

Satellite Radio Presentation

The following article is the text of a presentation given by Jeff N1ZZN at The June MARA meeting.

TECHNICAL TOPICS -HD and Satellite (Broadcast) Radio  By: Jeff Lehman

N1ZZN 
Many of the larger AM & FM broadcast stations have recently been adding a digital radio system called “HD Radio.” Another name for it, used mostly among engineers and enthusiasts is IBOC, which stands for In Band, On Channel. The digital signal is located in the same band, but not exactly on the same frequency as the regular analog signal. The digital signal is broadcast on both sides of the regular analog signal. For example, WBZ’s analog signal is broadcast on 1030 kHz, and the digital is found on 1020 and 1040. The big selling point on this new system is that FM stations will have CD quality sound, and AM stations will have quality as good as analog FM. FM stations are also able to run a second (or third in some cases) audio stream, allowing for a wider variety of music to be played. 

The system is explained in detail at this website: http://www.hdradio.com/ along with an explanation of the system, a listing of stations using it is available. 

AM stations are currently only allowed to run the system during the day, due to the skywave propagation that takes place at night. The HD signals have hurt my hobby of DXing the FM broadcast band somewhat, since a station running it will now occupy 3 normal frequencies instead of one. For example, 96.9 WTKK in Boston’s HD signal covers up the previously clear frequencies of 96.7 and 97.1. There have been cases where the DX conditions have been good enough that signals have broken through the digital “hash.” I have also received the actual HD signal from stations far away. One station that I received twice last summer during E-Skip conditions (the same conditions which allow distant contacts to be made on 6 meters) was 104.7 WRBQ located in Tampa, FL. 

The HD radio that I demonstrated was the Boston Acoustics Receptor HD, which currently costs around $250, and is sold at Radio Shack, and several other places. 

See the Radio Shack’s website:  

http://www.radioshack.com/product/index.jsp?productId=2260757&cp

XM Satellite radio 

A vast variety of just about any type of music is available, along with comedy, talk shows, old time radio, and baseball games. Some simulcasts of shows on regular radio like Art Bell are featured. Other shows are only broadcast on XM such as Opie & Anthony, which is uncensored. Many of the actual music channels from XM radio are available on DirectTV, these are different from the music channels that are available on Comcast digital cable. XM’s  channels are Different from those, as many have DJs, allowing interaction J with the listeners. One interesting feature that the 60s channel does, is recreate the sound of an actual AM radio station from the 60s. 1510 WMEX from Boston has been featured several times. A list of all programming available is located on XM’s website at http://www.xmradio.com 
The service costs $12.95 per month, if you wish to pay each month. There are also other plans available if you pay for a year or more in advance. That subscription is only for one radio, so if you wish to have multiple radios on the same account, the cost per month for those is $6.99. The radio that I have is the Delphi XM MyFi. It is a portable radio that is able to record over 5 hours of programming, to allow you to record a specific favorite show at a specific time, or just record music that you can listen to later, while you are out of range of the satellites. The MyFi comes with kits that include a stand, power adaptors, and antennas for both home and the car. It comes with headphones and a clip on antenna for portable use as well. This specific radio costs around $100, but there are many radios available for XM, costing more and less. See the Radio Shack website that has the price and a picture of the MyFi http://www.myradiostore.com/portable/myfi-sa10113.html The best reception comes from the SW direction, but there are also repeaters, which rebroadcast the entire XM signal to areas that may not have a clear view of the satellites. Most of these are located on buildings or towers in and around cities to allow better reception in and around large buildings. Reception from an installation in the car in our area is usually fine, unless I am driving in dense wooded areas, or next to large hills. 

I hope those of you that were at the meeting enjoyed the presentation, and you can email me if you have any other questions. I always have the XM radio in the car, so feel free to stop by for a listen before or after a club meeting. – Jeff, N1ZZN 

FM Broadcast DXing

http://www.wtfda.org/ - Club website for the Worldwide TV/FM DX Association with many resources explaining TV/FM Dxing

MARA  Support of YMCA Triathlon

Here are a few photos taken at the Triathlon at Camp Yomechas in Middleboro
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MARA Support Group
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First Place Women’s Runner
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Bicycle Race
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Team Hoyt

ARRL Board of Directors Acts on Background Checks, Digital Issues at July Board Meeting  

The ARRL Board of Directors took action on two pressing matters,

background checks and emerging digital technologies, at its second

meeting of 2007, held July 20-21 in Windsor, Connecticut. Invited guests

included IARU Vice President Tim Ellam, VE6SH, and Radio Amateurs of

Canada President Earle Smith, VE6NM. 

A major concern at this Board meeting was the topic of served agencies

and background investigations. The Ad Hoc Background Investigation

Committee agreed that pursuing federally recognized credentialing for

Amateur Radio volunteers was critical for the Amateur Radio Emergency

Service (ARES) to function. The Committee chairman, ARRL Atlantic

Division Director Bill Edgar, N3LLR, proposed that the Board adopt a

policy with regard to Memoranda of Understanding with the various served

agencies. 

The Board adopted a policy that "communications volunteers participating

in ARRL-sponsored programs should not be required by served agencies to

undergo background investigations of any kind," but notes that criminal

background checks--performed by law enforcement agencies--are "generally

acceptable." The policy continues, "It is not reasonable for a served

agency to require these volunteers to consent to credit checks, mode of

living investigations or investigative consumer reports. In negotiating

or renegotiating Memoranda of Understanding that commit the League to

provide volunteer emergency communications support, the League must be

assured that these volunteers will not be required by the partner

organization to consent to credit checks, mode of living investigations

or investigative consumer reports."

Digital communication was another topic up for discussion at the Board

meeting. One question was the extent to which D-STAR systems fall within

the FCC definition of "repeater." Some repeater coordinators do not

consider D-STAR to be a repeater. 

ARRL/TAPR Conference Comes to Connecticut Next Month 

Mark your calendars for September 28-30 for the 26th Annual ARRL and

TAPR Digital Communications Conference in Hartford, Connecticut

<http://www.tapr.org/dcc.html>. This conference is an international

forum for radio amateurs to meet, publish their work and present new

ideas and techniques. Presenters and attendees will have the opportunity

to exchange ideas and learn about recent hardware and software advances,

theories, experimental results, and practical applications. 

FCC Enforcement Actions 

On July 25, the FCC's Enforcement Bureau released new Amateur Radio

enforcement actions. John C. Kimbrough, WR3S, of Murfreesboro,

Tennessee, received notification from the FCC's Atlanta District

Director that his automatic control privileges had been removed. This

followed up on a letter sent by Riley Hollingsworth that listed various

and numerous complaints about Kimbrough concerning "apparent violations

of the Commission's rules, including inadequate station control,

interference and failure to properly identify." The Letter went on to

say that Kimbrough may not resume automatic control until notified by

the Atlanta office. "If WR3S is operated under automatic control prior

to notification from this office, enforcement action will be taken

against your Amateur operator and station licenses for WR3S. This action

may include designation of those licenses for a revocation and

suspension hearing, and a monetary forfeiture."

Robert J. Langston, W2ENY, of Cornwall on Hudson, New York, received a

request for information concerning "allege[d] transmission of

recordings, including recordings of the radio transmissions of other

operators, and false identification of transmissions," and called into

account "serious questions regarding your ability to retain an Amateur

license." The FCC gave Langston 20 days to respond to the allegations

and include a signed and dated affidavit or declaration under penalty of

perjury, verifying the truth and accuracy of the information submitted

in your response."

Robert A. DiMezza, W2GGI, of Delray Beach, Florida, received a request

for information concerning complaints that allege "among other things,

poor signal quality and refusal to make corrections," and was given 20

days to respond to these complaints.

Frank Richards, of Mooers, New York, received a Memorandum Opinion and

Order from the FCC regarding his apparent attempted 1995 hijack of an

Amateur Radio license from Frank C. Richards, KB4VU, of Ft Meyers,

Florida. The New York Richards was initially successful, and the FCC

granted him KG2IC, but after the Florida Richards contacted the FCC to

say he'd never moved nor modified his license, the FCC directed the New

York Richards to explain. In June 2004, the New York Richards turned in

his license. While the FCC did not pursue further enforcement action

the, it did tell the New York Richards that the circumstances of the

apparent abuse of the license system could become a factor if he ever

applied for an Amateur Radio ticket in the future. The New York Richards

applied for a Technician license June 28, 2006 and accompanied his

application with a letter. The FCC Enforcement Bureau said it was unable

to determine whether the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau should grant

the application, however, so it now has been designated for a hearing.

The FCC's Enforcement Bureau's Motion to Dismiss Application with

Prejudice and Terminate Hearing, filed June 25, had a deadline of July

10 for any opposition to be filed. As of July 18, no written appearance

had been filed by, or on behalf of, Richards, and no one attended or

entered an appearance on Richards' behalf at a prehearing conference

July 10. As such, Richards' Amateur Radio license application was

dismissed with prejudice.

Frederick C. Severa, AH8I, of Folsom, California, received a warning

notice claiming "that Commission monitoring information indicates that

on February 12, 2007 at 0221 UTC, you operated in the SSB mode on 7.055

MHz from a location near Reading [sic], CA. That mode is not authorized

to you on that frequency under Commission rules." The FCC sent Severa a

letter notifying him of this; it was returned as undeliverable. Saying

that "Such operation may reflect adversely on your qualifications to

retain an Amateur Radio license," The FCC gave him 30 days to respond

and to verify his current address.

DX NEWS & EVENTS

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by

NC1L, QRZ DX, the OPDX Bulletin, DXNL, 425 DX News, The Daily DX,

Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web

sites.  Thanks to all.

CROATIA, 9A.  A group of operators from three clubs are QRV from

many Croatian lighthouses and islands until August 23.  Look for

9A60K/p, 9A0LH and 9A7K to be QRV from Susak Lighthouse, ARLHS

CRO-50 during the ILLW.  QSL all calls via 9A7K.

BHUTAN, A5.  Akira, JA0JHA is QRV as A52AM and has been active on 20

meters SSB between 1700 and 1900z.  QSL to home call.

PORTUGAL, CT.  Members of ARAL will be QRV as CQ5N from the

Nazare/Forte S. Miguel Arcanjo Lighthouse during the ILLW.  Activity

will be on all bands and various modes.  QSL direct to CT6ARL.

  

URUGUAY, CX.  Members of the Radio Club Colonia will be QRV as

CV7FARO from Colonia City Lighthouse during the ILLW.  Activity will

be on 80 to 10 meters, plus various V/UHF frequencies.  QSL via

CX1FA.

GERMANY, DA.  A group of operators will be QRV as DF0WFB/LH from the

Lighthouse, ARLHS FED-174, on Oland Island, IOTA EU-042, during the

ILLW.  They are active with two stations on HF and one on VHF.  QSL

via DF0WFB.

  

ENGLAND, G.  Members of the Scarborough Special Events Group will be

QRV as GB2SCA in the ILLW from the lamp room in the Scarborough

Lighthouse, ARLHS ENG-121.  QSL via bureau.

REPUBLIC OF KOREA, HL.  Members of the Anseong DX Club will be QRV

as HL0LPM/3 from Taenanji Island, IOTA AS-080, from August 19 to 21.

Activity will be on 160 to 6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY.  QSL via

6K2BWA.

ARGENTINA, LU.   Members of the Radio Club Ushuaia will be QRV as

AY7X from the Baliza Escarpados Lighthouse, ARLHS ARG-081, on

Redonda Island, IOTA SA-049, during the ILLW.  Activity will be on

80 to 10 meters using CW, SSB and PSK.  QSL via WD9EWK.

NORWAY, LA.  Henk, PA3FMC and Ruud, PE1BTV are QRV as LA/PA3FMC from

the lighthouse, ARLHS NOR-264, on Utvaer Island, IOTA EU-055, during

the ILLW.  Activity is on all HF bands, including 6 and 2 meters,

using SSB, PSK and meteor scatter.  QSL via PA3FMC.

ALAND ISLANDS, OH0.  Kari, OH2BP will be QRV as OH0BP in the SARTG

WW RTTY contest as a Single Operator/All Band entry.

GREENLAND, OX.  Johan, PA3EXX will be QRV as OX/PA3EXX/p from

Rathbone Island, IOTA NA-243, from August 19 to 23, from the rare

grid square HQ90.  QSL to home call.

POLAND, SP.  Look for station SN2NP to be QRV from the lighthouse at

the Gdansk Nowy Port during the ILLW.  QSL via SP2BIK.

GREECE, SV.  Gianni, IZ7FLP, will be QRV as SV8/IZ7FLP from

Zakynthos Island, IOTA EU-052, from August 18 to 25.  QSL to home

call.

TURKEY, TA.  Operators TA1FR and TA1HZ will be QRV as TC1LHW from

the Karaburun Lighthouse for the ILLW.  QSL via TA1FR.  In addition,

look for Bekir, TA2RX to be QRV as TC4LHW from the Gelidonia

Lighthouse in Antalya during the ILLW.  He will be operating with

QRP power.  QSL to home call.

ICELAND, TF.  members of the Icelandic Radio Amateurs Club will be

QRV as TF1IRA from Knarraros Lighthouse, ARLHS ICE-012, in the ILLW.

QSL via operators' instructions.

NAMIBIA, V5.  Mike, OE3MZC is QRV as V5/OE3MZC and has been active

on 15 meters SSB from 1500 to 1645z and the 20 meters SSB from 1645

to 1700z.  QSL to home call.

BERMUDA, VP9.  Seppo, OH1VR will be QRV as VP9/OH1VR from August 19

to 21.  Activity is mainly CW.  QSL to home call.

SOUTH AFRICA, ZS.  Raoul, ZS1REC will be QRV as ZS1RBI from Robben

Island, IOTA AF-064, on August 18 and 19 for the ILLW.  He plans to

be active on 160 meters.  QSL to home call.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The International Lighthouse/Lightship

Weekend, NAQCC Straight Key/Bug Sprint, NCCC CW Sprint, SARTG World

Wide RTTY Contest, ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest, Keyman's Club of

Japan CW Contest, Russian District Award Contest, ARCI Silent Key

Memorial CW Sprint, North American SSB QSO Party, New Jersey QSO

Party will certainly keep contesters busy this weekend.  The Run for

the Bacon QRP Contest is scheduled for August 20.  Please see August

QST, pages 96 and 97, and the ARRL and WA7BNM contest web sites for

details.

NEW ENGLAND FLEA SCHEDULE – COURTESY W1GSL

New England Area   Ham - Electronic Flea Market  *** DATES  *** 2007 

All events are Ham Radio/ Electronic related except ~_____~ 

*******************************************************************************

August  2007                                                    Contact          Source

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

17-18 Aug Swanton VT STARC AirportRd $5/day S=$8/day  Arn N1ARN 802 285 6457 F 

19 August Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT               
 Nick 617 253 3776  

19 August Adams MA NBARC @BoweFld                       
Alan K1SAV 413 743 1619 A+

 8 Sept Ballston Spa NY SCRACES @FG                
Darlene N2XQG 518 587 2385 A

15 Sept Forestdale RI RIFMRS @VFW rt146 8A flea+auct Rick K1KYI 401 725 7507  

15 Sept Alexander ME StCVARC @ElSch Rt9              
Roger W1LH 207 454 2174 A

15 Sep Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @6AM Tailgate    John 860 673  0518 W

15 Sept Montreal PQ WIARC @ShinerHall $5@9 

16 Sept Newtown CT CARA                               

Joe AB1DO 203 938 4880  

29 Sept Gales Ferry CT RASON @VFD                  

Wayne KB1NKK 206 350 3064 A+

29 Sept Drummondville PQ $5@9 $15/T@7           

 Jacques VE2WJG 819 478 2847 

6 Oct Feeding Hills MA MTARA $5@11 $20/T@10          
John N1JIO 413 563 1605 W+

6 Oct Lake Placid NY NNYARA NNY Conv               
Richard WZ2T 518 483 6483 A+

7 Oct Wallingford CT Nutmeg Conv $20/sp $7@9         
John N1GNV 203 440 4468  

7 Oct Queens NY HoSARC $5@9 $10/sp@7:30          
Stephen WB2KDG 718 898 5599 

7 Oct Wakefield MA Photographica @AmericalCtr ~photo~      John 781 592  2553 W+

12-13 Oct Deerfield NH NearFest @FG                  

Mike K1TWF 978 250 1235 W+

20 Oct Manchester NH NEAntqRC @BingoCtr $15@7:30$5@8:30 Charlie 603 898 4821 F

21 October Cambridge MA          FLEA at MIT               
Nick 617 253 3776  

27 Oct Waterford CT TCARC Auction @OswegatchieSch@10 Tom WA2RYV 860 464 6555 T

27 Oct Montreal PQ MSSARC @PlDesauln.. $5@9 $10/T@6  Roch VE2DU 514 765 0363 W

2 Nov Feeding Hills MA HCRA Auction @CongCh @6:30PM    Jim KK1W 413 245  3228  

3 Nov Londonderry NH IRS @Lions Sellers$10@7 $3@9  
Gayle KB1LHA 781 598 1442  

10 Nov E Falmouth MA FARA @KoC $5@9 $10/S@7         
Ralph N1YHS 508 548 0422  

8 Dec Windsor CT VR+C Mus 115 Pierson LN @7AM Indoors      John 860 673 0518 W+
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Monthly Newsletter

Club Officers and Committeemen

President: Carl Aveni, N1FY

Vice-President: Steve Meuse N1JFU

Treasurer: Phil McNamara  N1XTB 

Secretary: Bob Keene N1LCY

Call sign Trustee: Phil McNamara  N1XTB   

Repeater Trustees: Carl Aveni N1FY. Gil Follett W1GMF, Lou Harris N1UEC, Bob Mandeville N1EDM

2M Repeater 
147.180+ (Tone 67.0)

440 Repeater
444.550+ (Tone 88.5)

Bridge Node
145.090  W1MV (Bridgewater)

Packet BBS
145.090  W1GMF-4

MARA Web page
http://www.w1mv.org/ 

WARC Web Page

" 

http://www.wa1npo.org


Qsl via

www.eqsl.cc
Skywarn

www.powersrvcs.org/w1gmf/skywarn.htm
DXClusters 
WD1L 145.030 (Brockton) K1AJ, 145.690 

& PILGRM Node 145.730 (Plymouth/Duxbury)

Monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30PM at the Bridgewater EOC in the Academy building in Bridgewater Center.  Talk-in is on 147.180+

Our Meetings-On-The-Air are held every other Tuesday evening at 8PM on 147.180+ and includes the Westlink News Report with the latest news about happenings in the world of Amateur Radio.

The South Shore Skywarn Net is held every Saturday evening at 8PM local time on 147.180+ and is open to all hams.

VE Exams are held the 2nd Saturday of every other month at St. Claire’s Church, in Braintree.  Contact Bill Needham, K1WN, at 781-843-4400 or via email at k1wn@aol.com 
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