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A Letter from the VP down in the Dungeon
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[Whereas Smokin’ Joe is off volunteering his time with the BSA in NH this summer, we felt that a few words of wisdom from the club’s VP might be in order]

I hope you all enjoyed my first meeting.  I never thought banging the gavel could be so much fun.  I pruned the business part back as short as possible, to prevent snoozing, then on to the best bit.  And what a best bit it was!  Big Dave AA1A was magnificent.  Another super talk.  First, last November, it was coherers & spark transmitters, then in March Infrared & Light transmitters and last month 10Ghz & the Gunn diode.  (No relation to Ben Gunn (RC1TI).  Your VP was conned into buying the little 14db Horn for 5 bucks.  Much to the amusement of the more experienced club members.  But it worked.  Haha.  And, I was on the air the next night tracking bugs, flies & passing cars.  But no luck detecting fat lady joggers.

Various club members were enthralled and mesmerized by the talk, while two members nodded off to get some quick zzzzzzzzzz’s.

Only once did Dave suggest Marconi picked up a thunderstorm & not the letter S from the transmitter in England.  But what can you expect from biggest con artist of 1912.  He was the ENRON of 1913.  To read more about it, read “The Marconi Scandal”.  It’s out of print but a club member has a copy.  The perpetrators all became rich & the worst one was elected Prime Minister in 1916.  Marconi & friends were saved from jail by the outbreak of World War 1.  Ah the good old day’s.

For any club members that missed the July meeting, they missed one of our better meetings, I do believe.

This month, following the business section, it’s pure HF entertainment with 1961 hamming by Anthony Hancock, GLK London calling, followed by Questions about Antennas that you always wanted to ask.

Please note N1FY has authorized laughter at the August meeting.  That’s it!  See you August 20th.

By the way I’d like to thank Bruce NI1X for the picture, in the WARC Spectrum, of the handsome devil taking a shift on the 40 meters base station at the Whitman club field day.  He had a wonderful time & thought it was the best field day in 6 years with open bands from 180 meters to 2 meters.  The bands didn’t quit the whole weekend.

Late breaking news the Bush Administration has released $182,000 to the ARRL to train volunteer emergency Radio Operators throughout the Nation to help cover our present national emergency.  Apply to the ARRL for training.  73.

John, N1PRK.
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Secretary’s Report

Vice President John N1PRK opened the meeting at 20:00.

Directors present: Gil W1GMF, John N1PRK and Roy KB1CYV.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Read and accepted.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: Roy KB1CYV

Accepted as written in the newsletter.

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

A new air conditioner has been installed at the repeater site.  Delivery of the new antenna expected shortly.

CLUB CALLSIGN TRUSTEE: Carl N1FY.

Nothing new to report.

SKYWARN/ARES: Carl N1FY.

Nothing to report.

OLD BUSINESS:

Carl N1FY reported the Middleboro YMCA appreciated our coverage of the 5K-road race.

NEW BUSINESS: 

NEW MEMBER: The club would like to welcome Mike Wilbur N2JWW back to the club.  CONGRATULATIONS: To Dave K1VUT for his first place finish in the Eastern Mass. Section of the 2001 ARRL November CW Sweepstakes.

CLUB ACTIVITY:

Dave Riley AA1A presented an informative demonstration on the world above 10 gig.

Meeting closed at 20:20.

Respectively Submitted

Roy KB1CYV, Secretary

When Lightning Strikes
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By The Bruce, NI1X

Ed N1NTZ reports that he was in the house, on the second floor, sitting in a chair watching TV when lightning struck a copper vent pipe just a few feet away.  Ed said that it was one of the loudest bangs he’d ever heard.  Nancy was in the kitchen near the business end of the vent pipe.  As you can see in the photo, they are both thankful that they were able to get safely out of the house – all shook up but OK.
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Ed, a retired firefighter, says he believes that the lightning struck a copper vent pipe located on the northeast corner of the house, then traveled along the aluminum gutter to the northwest corner of the house where it set the attic on fire.  It then traveled down the drain pipe leaving a 1 inch wide by 2 inch deep trough about 10 feet long in the grass.  The copper vent pipe had a 2M copper J-pole antenna attached and lightning probably followed the cables into his radio shack, then followed his ground wires into the cellar where they were found welded to a nearby water pipe.

The fire was confined to the attic, which contained Ed’s N1NTZ HAM shack and attic storage.  The resulting fire, smoke and water damage left the house uninhabitable with Ed and Nancy currently working with a professional crew who are sorting through household belongings to determine what can be salvaged, cleaned and stored.  Words cannot describe the damaged caused by the smoke and water.

Ed reports that he and Nancy will be living in a trailer, temporally located at the site, while the roof is replaced and the inside of the house is completely gutted and restored. 

In the attached photo can you see the computer on the left side under the laths strapping.  On the top shelf is a SWR Meter, a 2 meter Amp and a Power supply.  Under them  (top to bottom) is a Vectronic 1500-watt antenna tuner, a Japan Radio Corp. JST–245 and a Kenwood TS-850 HF Rig.  On the right side look for (top to bottom) a 2 meter all mode base station, a HW-8 QRP rig and an Amtronic 600 watt amplifier.  Also destroyed were his QSL card collection and logbooks along with various keyers, mikes, power supplies, other HF Rigs and test equipment.

Jim Ward, N1LKJ, STM

EMA Section Manager Phil Temples, K9HI, recently appointed Jim Ward, N1LKJ, as EMA Section Traffic Manager.  Below is the letter of appointment by Phil; we thought you might like to read it.  Congratulations to Jim!

Alert: Sun. June 9, 2002; 923 AM ET

New EMA Section Traffic Manager

It gives me great pleasure to announce the appointment of Jim Ward, N1LKJ as the new Eastern Massachusetts Section Manager effective June 1, 2002.  Jim replaces outgoing STM Bill Wornham, NZ1D of Townsend, MA.

Jim Ward has been licensed for over 10 years.  He currently holds a General Class license.  Jim has been an active traffic handler for over 10 years, and has served as Net Manager of the Eastern MA Two Meter Traffic Net (EM2MN) for eight years.  *N1LKJ* enjoys DXing, PSK, Packet and RTTY modes.

A retired commercial property manager, Jim has been married 40 years this September to his wife Diane.  He resides in Raynham MA.  He has three daughters and six grandchildren.

Jim inherits a well-managed operation from NZ1D.  I want to thank Bill for his efforts!  I’m sure that Jim can count on Bill’s sage advice, as well as the assistance of all the wonderful traffic handlers in the EMA section.

73,

Phil Temples, K9HI

Society of Wirelesss Pioneers

Dave Riley, AA1A, who spoke at our last meeting, gave us the web site of the Society of Wireless Pioneers.  For those of you interested in history, or are just a bunch of wire twisters, please visit http://www.sowp.org.  The web site has a list of SWP nets where hams can talk shop and get ideas about old and new communications methods.  If you’ve attended any of Dave’s lectures, you’ll know that Dave has been on the leading edge of net-generation communications practices.  We appreciate his lectures, and all the time and trouble that he and his wife take in lugging gear in and out of the meetings for his demonstrations.  Take a peek at the SWP web site!

Boxboro Convention

[from New England Division newsletter]

The ARRL New England Division Convention is just around the corner (August 23-24-25), and time is running out to get the Early Bird discounts!  There are lots of things going on this year.  Some of the special events requiring advanced tickets are:

· Amateur Radio Antenna Law, Friday afternoon

· Level I Introduction to Amateur Radio Emergency Communications course, Friday.  This is a one day certification course, followed by an exam on Saturday.

· DX Dinner Friday night.  Dennis Motschenbacher, K7BV will be speaking.

· Boxboro Banquet Saturday night

Of course, there is also the Flea Market, Friday and Saturday, starting at 8AM, the general program, Saturday and Sunday, and VE exams Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.  This year the parking will be easy - we've got access to a large lot next to the hotel.

Check the web site, www.boxboro.org, for the latest details.  Information on tickets for all events can be found at www.boxboro.org/2002/tickets.htm.  Check now - there are discounts for tickets purchased early, and time is running out (August 1st).

[Editors note: for those of you who haven’t been there, just going to the Boxboro forums is worth the price of admission.  The flea market is substantial, and the vendors’ exhibits have lots of great bargains.

The Marconi Scandal

At a recent auction, there was a book sold entitled “The Marconi Scandal”.  John Wittey, N1PRK, would like to talk to the owner if possible, but he can’t recall who purchased the book.  If it was you, please contact John at Witteyjb@aol.com.  Thanks.

ARRL receives homeland security training grant

ARLB043

The ARRL will receive a $181,900 homeland security grant from the US government to train Amateur Radio operators in emergency communication. The League was among several dozen nonprofit organizations designated to receive some $10.3 million in federal money to boost homeland defense volunteer programs.  The grant, from the Corporation for National and Community Service special volunteer program, will provide free ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Course training to 5200 volunteers nationwide, starting in 2003.

''ARRL is the national association for Amateur Radio and is the national leader in emergency communications by volunteers who operate their own equipment on their time at no cost to any government, organization, or corporation,'' said the announcement July 18 from Homeland Security Director Tom Ridge.  The ARRL plans to revise and update the emergency communications curriculum to incorporate additional elements of emergency preparedness and homeland security.

ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, said he was extremely pleased by the news.  ''This adds legitimacy to the public service work Amateur Radio has been doing for years,'' he said.

ARRL Chief Development Officer Mary Hobart, K1MMH, applied for the funding in May.  ''I think this is an extraordinarily exciting day for Amateur Radio that the role of Amateur Radio in homeland security is recognized at the highest levels of government,'' Hobart said upon learning of the grant.

Citing Amateur Radio's response in the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist attacks, Hobart said the federal grant ''will help continue our work in providing public service and to protect lives, homes, businesses and our frequencies, as we have for decades.''

ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, K1ZZ, said he was pleased that the League would be able to extend its Amateur Radio Emergency Communications program to thousands of amateurs who might otherwise not be able to afford the program.  ''We hope all who are interested will get on board,'' he said.

The grant announcement said that ''expanding the opportunities for Americans to participate in meaningful volunteer service'' is at the heart of President George Bush's USA Freedom Corps, of which the Corporation for National and Community Service is a part.

''We are deeply grateful to Tom Ridge and to the Corporation for National and Community Service for providing Amateur Radio with a unique opportunity to serve our country,'' Hobart said.

In June, the ARRL and United Technologies Corporation announced a partnership to provide free ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Course training for up to 250 Connecticut amateurs.

Picture Perfect Crime

A motorist was mailed a picture of his car speeding through an automated radar post.  A $40 speeding ticket was included.  Being cute, he sent the police department a picture of $40.  The police responded with another mailed photo of Handcuffs.

Radar Oh Really!

A policeman had a perfect spot to watch for speeders, but wasn't getting many.  Then he discovered the problem - a 10-year-old boy was standing up the road with a hand painted sign, which read "RADAR TRAP AHEAD".  The officer then found a young accomplice down the road with a sign reading "TIPS" and a bucket full of change.  (And we used to just sell lemonade.)
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