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From The Desktop of Bob Pratt 

Hello to all!. The .180 repeater has been mighty quiet in the mornings since I became a tax payer again.  I really miss talking to all of the morning commuters.  I brought both my 2m walkie and a 440 radio to work, but the RF in the building is so bad, that I couldn’t even squelch it out.  So much for talking to the guys during break.

Last month’s meeting was really interesting.  I want to thank Bill, W1ULJ for showing the Field Day tape that he made.  I also want to thank Jay, N1FDX, for jugging all of his computer gear to the meeting so that he could demo PSK31, a new mode on HF.  Most of the members stayed after the meeting to see it.  For those who didn’t make the meeting, I’m sure that Jay will be happy to show you how to get on.  If you’re lucky, he might even have an extra diagram and program disk for you too.

Joe, N1JOE, and Gil, WA1GDJ, er W1GMF, are in the process of cooking up some exciting things for the club.  Gil has started a bottle and can drive.  You can bring them to the meetings, or just cash them in and bring in the money for the treasury.  You can also call either Gil or Joe and they will come and pick them up.  Joe has been hard at work putting together a “Roach Coach,” to be used at flea markets and the like. The Whitman Amateur Radio Club as given us permission to use the canteen trailer at their next flea market.  Joe has also ordered a club banner to be used at club functions and on the trailer. (Labor Day weekend)  Meanwhile, Gil has been busy too.  He has resurrected our club patch!! After shopping around for the best price and getting the club’s blessing, he has ordered several hundred patches.  He has also been able to find a company that will make individual hats and nametags at a reasonable price.  For info on ordering hats and nametags or for buying a club patch, see Gil.

Our hat’s off  ( as soon as we get them) to both Joe and Gil for their hard work.  I know that their efforts will put some funds into the treasury and give the members some pride when they wear their hats and name badges to the up coming ham events.

In recent weeks, several people have donated various items to the club for an auction.  Gil says that we should have enough stuff for an auction this month.  So I will keep the business meeting as short as possible to let us have an auction without having to worry about getting up in the morning.  Bring your treasures and a few bucks. I know that we will have more than a few laughs.

See you at the meeting!!

A MARA Minute

A MARA MINUTE

MEETING OPENED: 2000

President Bob KA1DZA presiding.

DIRECTORS PRESENT: 

KA1DZA, N1EDM, W1GMF, N1PRK

TREASURY REPORT: John N1PRK

John read the Treasury Report.

Motion: To accept as read. Seconded/Approved

SECRETARY REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Gil stated that the minutes were published.

Motion: To accept as published. Seconded/Approved

REPEATER TRUSTEE REPORT: Jay N1FDX

Nothing new with the repeaters. Still working fine.

SKYWARN/ARES REPORT: Carl N1FYZ

Skywarn activated a couple times this month. Our area has been lucky as usual.

Training sessions will start in the spring.

FOXHUNTING REPORT: Gil W1GMF

Fox hunting going well. Gil actually came in first for a change.

Gil showed pictures of a live Fox on their FoxBox hunt on Sunday. 

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Dave spoke on an award Don K1DC had won.

2. Joe W1JOE spoke on the MARA HOTDOG WAGON. He has donated his trailer to sell hotdogs at the WARC Flea Market in Whitman. License has been approved by Whitman. We will be selling hotdogs, chips, soda and a handout coupon for $.25 discount on combination. Motion: To advance $225.00 for procurement of necessary food. Seconded/Approved

3. Joe spoke on the Club Banner that he is having made. The canvas has been donated and the printing will cost $100. Motion: To approve $100 for the cost of the banner. Seconded/Approved

4. Gil spoke on the can drive. Anyone who has cans that can be donated to the club can be picked up by Gil or Joe or bring them to the club meeting or cash yours in yourself and bring in the money. All cans are kindly accepted.

5. Gil spoke on the club hats that will be purchased from Wicked Stitches. The flexhat is 15.50. The hat with the plastic strap is 10.50.

6. Club name tags. Gil is going to submit to The Maine Store our logo so they can make Club Name Tags. The cost will be $8.00. Skywarn, Ares, Races and other organizations are also available.

7. Club Patch. Gil suggested that patches could be made for $3.00. A minimum of 50 must be ordered. During discussion it was felt that 100 should be ordered so we will have plenty in stock. Harry suggested that we look for a discount for 100 patches. Motion: To purchase 100 patches with the club covering the cost of the patches. Patches to be sold to members/friends for a reasonable price. Seconded/Approved.

8. Next month there will be an AUCTION.

9. Split-the-pot was won by Jeff N1ZZN

NEW MEMBERS: 

1. Paul N1OTX renewed.

2. Barry N1EZH approved for full membership.

ENTERTAINMENT:

1. Bill W1ULJ showed the movies from Field Day 2000

2. Jay N1FDX did a demonstration on PSK 31

Meeting closed at 2130.

Respectively Submitted

Gil W1GMF, Secretary

[image: image2.jpg]
Photo of A Real Foxhunter!!!

MARA August Activity

BY Gil, W1GMF

Hi Gang.  Many thanks to Dave Darois, WA1UMT, and Stan Rogers, W1LJH, for their donations. WOW!

Well it looks like we will be having a good mini-aution at the August meeting.  Along with the things that Dave WA1UMT donated (A digital radio, Radio Shack AMN/FM Receiver and 2 RS cell phones)  Stan Rogers has donated a lot of great items as well.

Hopefully these items will bring some good revenue for the club.  These are Quality Goodies!  If anyone else has any donations they would like to give to the club for the auction please get in touch with me.  The more, the merrier.  What is important to remember here is that the people who bring them don't want to take them home.  So, bring your check books HIHI.

73 Gil, W1GMF

Dave has the following items to contribute to the club’s auction;

1. Realistic AV900 AM/FM Stereo Receiver

Output is 35 Watts per channel.  Receiver is capable of decoding TV Audio,  Stereo,

 and SAP.  Inputs and outputs are both cable ready, and RCA [jacks].  It has a digital display, remote control and comes with instruction manual, and complete Technical Manual.  Also included is the original flyer with picture, description, and  price included.  This unit works, but needs work.

2. Five Watt Analog Cellular Mobile Phones Realistic model CT-100 with accessories, and complete Technical Service Manual

Nokia model LX series with bag for portability  from vehicle to vehicle. Instruction manual included.

Both Cell phones come with proof of ownership.

Stan Rogers, W1LJH has donated the following items (for those of you who don’t know, Stan was a found father of MARA);

Radio Shack TRS-80 Model 4 Computer  with dust cover and all manuals, including service manual.  2 Radio shack TRS-80-DMP 200 printers with manuals and dust covers for both.  TRS80 CTR80A Computer Cassette Recorder,  Communication Terminal for TRS80 by Macrotronics (has a 0-1.0 millammeter on it-connects to user port on TRS80).

Heathkit HD3006 Crossfire RTTY Tuning aid with power supply and manual.

RCA repairmans TUBE Kit with approx 175 tubes in the kit.

Old Metal Fan-moves a lot of air-Heavy-used to cool power supplys-approx 12” Dia. 

Yaesu FT-207R  2 meter Handy with base charger, speaker mic, 12V cord and manuals and Quarter wave whip.  [Note: battery in FT-207R may need replacement)

2 Cordless Phones, 1 is AT&T, and 1 is RS.

5 Milliampmeters; 1 each of the following

0-1.5 ma

0-500 ma

0-100 ma

0-1.5 ma

0-200 ma

1 Heathkit grid current meter 0-1.0 ma.

1 Heathkit Vacumn Tube VOM model V-7A with manual.

1 SIMPSON VOM   model 260 with model 653 AC Ammeter adapter on bottom.

1 Radio Shack speaker.

Wall-wart power cubes: 6Vdc 150 ma and 4.4vdc, 125 ma output.

1 Vibroplex bug

1 Coax relay with 115vac coil

MARA Can Drive
Since the discussion on making money for the club, a few of us have decided to take a little action and get something going.  After a little duscussion over the FD weekend with a few of the members, Joe W1JOE and myself decided to undertake a can drive; something simple that will only involve members if they have extra cans in their normal life that they would like to donate to the cause.  All proceeds will go to the club treasury.  Already we have a dozen participants so we are off and running.

Should you collect your cans and plastic bottles (no glass thank you) we will be more than willing to come to you and pick them up.  We would also be willing to take any at the club meetings should anyone like to turn them in that way.  Whatever works easily for you works for us.  Should this be an inconvience to you we understand that and please don't feel presured into this.  It is only if you wish to contribute those little rascals that tend to pile up in a corner.

Should you have a donation we can be reached at: 781-857-1019.  Please leave a message and we will make arrangement to pick them up.

Thanks for any and all efforts.

73 Gil and Joe

Louis Varney, G5RV, SK

Date: Thu, 29 Jun 2000 12:21:17 EDT

ARLX010 Antenna Designer Louis Varney, G5RV, SK

Louis Varney, G5RV, who invented the world-famous G5RV antenna, died June 28. He was 89.

The G5RV multiband wire antenna for HF is among the most popular of all antenna designs. Varney first described the G5RV in the November 1966 issue of the RSGB Bulletin. He employed a full-size and a double-size G5RV, both fed with open-wire feeders, at his own station.

Varney remained an active radio amateur until very recently and kept regular on-the-air schedules.  He was an RSGB member for 74 years and served as life president of the Mid-Sussex Amateur Radio Society.

His wife Nelida is among his survivors. Services [were held on] July 4 in Brighton, England.

Lew ''Mac'' McCoy, W1ICP, SK

ARLX013 

Amateur Radio legend and former ARRL Headquarters staff member Lew ''Mac'' McCoy, W1ICP, of Mesa, Arizona, died July 31 following a lengthy illness. He was 84.

As a member of the ARRL Headquarters staff from 1949 until 1978, McCoy gained a national and international reputation primarily for his articles in QST and his early work to combat TV interference.  ''He became a hero of all the Novices and beginners because his stuff was so down to earth and easy to read,'' said retired ARRL Communications Manager George Hart, W1NJM, a good friend.

ARRL Executive Vice President David Sumner, K1ZZ, described McCoy as ''one of a kind'' and ''versatile.''  Sumner said McCoy ''left his mark on future generations of amateurs as QST's 'Beginner and Novice' editor.''  When FM repeaters came along, Sumner said, McCoy made it his mission to educate his ARRL colleagues about their potential.

An ARRL Life Member, McCoy was first licensed as W9FHZ and later became W0ICP.  He arrived at ARRL Headquarters in 1949 to fill the job of assistant communications manager for phone.  He went on to work in the Technical Department where he was able to take advantage of his ability to explain technical concepts in simple terms.

McCoy earned a reputation as a tireless traveler and goodwill ambassador for Amateur Radio.  He first started hitting the road in the early 1950s after TVI had become troublesome for amateurs and soon became the League's TVI expert.  McCoy toured the country demonstrating TVI cures for hams and TV service personnel alike.

ARRL Lab Supervisor Ed Hare, W1RFI, credited McCoy with providing the foundation for the ARRL's current RFI expertise in helping hams to deal with interference to consumer equipment and interference to hams from other sources. McCoy also was well-known for one of his projects, ''The Ultimate Transmatch,'' an antenna tuner he described in a July 1970 QST article.

After leaving the ARRL Headquarters staff, McCoy continued as a QST contributing editor. He subsequently was a major contributor to other Amateur Radio publications, including CQ.

During his active years on the air, McCoy was an avid DXer with more than 300 countries confirmed.  More recently, he was active in the Quarter Century Wireless Association, had served as QCWA president and a board member and had just been elected again to the QCWA's Board of Directors, something his daughters never got to tell him before he died.

McCoy's first wife, Martha, died in 1998. Survivors include his wife, Clara Gibbs McCoy, and his daughters, Marsha Ashurst, W1HAQ, and Sharon Armann, ex-WN1GQR, as well as grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In accordance with McCoy's wishes, there will be no funeral. The family is planning a memorial service for McCoy in early December

NCVEC advances revised Morse test standards

ARLB034

The National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators has voted to set up revised standards for the administration of Morse code examinations in the US.
Under the revised standards, examinees would have to show 25 character-count solid copy on test sheets or successfully answer seven out of ten questions of a fill-in-the-blank quiz on the sent text.  The plan would bar multiple choice tests for Morse code testing.

Morse examinations would specify use of a Farnsworth  ''character speed'' in the range of 13 to 15 WPM.  Morse code audio pitch would have to be between 700 and 1000 Hz. Standard 5 WPM tests with 5 WPM character speed could be administered only as a special accommodation.

The new Morse testing standards are to be in effect by next July 1, but VECs may implement them sooner.

The NCVEC vote came July 21 during a meeting of VECs in Gettysburg, 
FCC says ULS registration can protect license record

ARLB027

Registering now on the FCC's Universal Licensing System can benefit amateurs, even if they have no plans to file an application anytime soon. FCC staffer Steve Linn, N4CAK, says that ULS registration ''protects your call sign within the system'' and could prevent it from inadvertently being deleted or reissued due to a filing error.

Linn also pointed out that amateurs filing for a change of address should file an ''administrative update'' (AU) and not request a ''modification.'' The ULS will not renew an amateur's license unless it is within the 90-day window of expiration or within the two-year grace period after expiration. The same applies for those upgrading under restructuring.

Linn said the FCC continues to work out the bugs in the ULS. He said that support for the Mac platform and other browsers, such as Internet Explorer, should be available soon.

The FCC in late April opened the ULS to Web filing. Linn advised filers to use the on-line system whenever possible, since it helps users to avoid errors that will not get trapped when filing on paper and could lead to delays or errors in your FCC record.  Visit http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/uls for more information or to access theULS.

April 15th Revisited

Bob Mandeville, N1EDM

I like a man who answers his own ‘phone’, or in this case, his own email.  I had to contact the ARRL VEC about one candidate’s test.  Bart Jahnke, who is the ARRL VEC wrote me back personally.  In short, the VEC made a mistake.  There were no excuses.  Just straight talk.  I thought you might be interested in a little VE Trivia concerning April 15.  Bart writes:

“Appreciate your understanding, Bob.  A quick tally shows that we submitted 33,208 applications since April 15th to date.  Didn't seem like that many, but with some keying days at 1000 per day it does add up.

Bob, best I can tell he never got transmitted to FCC.  You should find his upgrade on the FCC ULS page tomorrow, under License  Search.

Please convey my apologies to him.

73, Bart J. Jahnke, W9JJ, Manager, ARRL VEC

Thank you, Mr Coffee!

John Wittey, N1PRK, has served as our “Treats Manager” for a couple of years now.  But, with pressures of a new job, he is unable get himself to the library by, say, 6:30 or so to set up the refreshment stands and continue to provide our liquid and balanced diet requirements at the monthly meetings.  This can be a big job.  Trust me, I know!

Bob, N1LCY, has volunteered to take over the duties of “Mr. Coffee”, so go easy on him.  And at the next meeting, say “Thanks” to both of them.

PA

ARRL Board Approves More Colorful QST, Technology Upgrade, ''Big Project''
At its recent meeting, the ARRL Board of Directors has approved a move to full color for QST, the League's monthly membership journal.  The Board also stipulated a minimum 176 pages in each issue.

ARRL Publications Manager Mark Wilson, K1RO, said that a full-color magazine is something the League has been looking at doing for some time.  Dramatically lower costs for color now will make it possible, he said.

''QST is the most visible ARRL membership benefit,'' he said. ''This will give it greater impact.'' The change will be implemented by late this year.







